
MILAN: A crucial step towards the demolition of
the iconic San Siro begins on Wednesday when
Milan hosts the first of a series of meetings with the
public necessary for the new stadium proposed by
the city’s two footballing giants. AC Milan and Inter
Milan both insist that they can no longer stay in the
current, city-owned San Siro and have drawn up
plans for a new 60,000-capacity ground flanked by
sport and leisure facilities on the same site, which
will be completely remodelled. 

Should it go ahead the project is scheduled to be
completed in 2030, with 1.3 billion euros ($1.24 bil-
lion) being jointly invested in the development by
both clubs, who say they cannot afford to build sep-
arate new grounds and need the increased revenue
this project would bring.

Over three years after presenting their initial
project the public will now be able to scrutinize it
and have their say at 10 meetings held over a month,
after which a report will be presented to the city by
the meetings’ independent organizers in mid-
November. The city can then decide whether to
insist on further changes to a project which has had
50,000 square meters of development cut from it
since it was first proposed, or proceed with
approval.

The project is divided into two main sections:
construction of the new stadium in the area immedi-
ately west of the San Siro currently occupied by car
parking and a local park, which the clubs want fin-
ished by September 2027. After that is built the cur-
rent stadium, set to host the opening ceremony of
the 2026 Winter Olympics, will then be demolished
before the new facilities-including shopping, con-
vention and sports centers, are built around a new
public park.

‘Property speculation’ 
It’s these facilities and the destruction of a sym-

bolic stadium which have attracted the ire of some
Milan residents and a sizeable portion of the city
council, who are also angry at the granting of public
land to private investors for a fraction of the rent
the pair currently pay. Other criticisms include the

significant reduction in the number of seats-of
which over 10,000 could be reserved for hospitali-
ty-way down not just on the San Siro’s capacity but
also the number of fans currently packing the
ground.

Both Inter and Milan have been regularly getting
crowds of over 70,000 as a post-pandemic wave of
enthusiasm among fans has led to supporters flock-
ing back to stadiums in big numbers across Serie A.
Some pressure groups are pushing for the renova-
tion of the current ground and dismiss Milan CEO
Paolo Scaroni’s claims on Tuesday that it would be
“impossible and dangerous to get 50,000 fans into
a building site”, citing the redevelopment of the San
Siro ahead of the 1990 World Cup which added a
whole new tier to the stadium.

Inter post loss 
Meanwhile, Inter Milan announced on

Wednesday that they had posted a loss of 140 mil-
lion euros ($133.9 million) for the 2021-22 season, a

significant reduction in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic. The loss, which Inter say in a statement
was due to virus restrictions still being in place for
the first half of last campaign, was around 105 mil-
lion euros less than the previous season’s record
losses. Revenue was also up 75 million euros on the
previous season to 439.6 million euros. Inter said if
the end of the 2019-20 season (which ran into the
following financial year after the pandemic ravaged
Europe) is not taken into account the revenue
increase stands at 140 million euros.

Owner Suning “has already formally expressed
his commitment to backing the group” by cover-
ing the losses, Inter said. “The club’s two primary
objectives remain steadfast: maintaining the
team’s competitiveness at the highest level in
every competition and strengthening its financial
position,” said Inter. On Friday Inter’s Serie A
rivals Juventus posted record losses of 254.3 mil-
lion euros, the fifth straight year their accounts
have been in the red. — AFP
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News in brief

John Obi Mikel retires

PARIS: Former Nigeria and Chelsea midfielder
John Obi Mikel announced his retirement after
a long and decorated career on Tuesday, saying
“all good things must come to an end”. “I look
back at the past 20 years of my career, and I
must say that I am very satisfied with all that I
was able to achieve and more importantly the
human it has helped shape,” the 35-year-old
posted on his Instagram account. Among his
many achievements was helping Chelsea to
their first Champions League title in 2012. And
his former club were quick to pay tribute to the
player who joined them “as a fresh-faced 19-
year-old”. In a decade of service, he clocked up
372 appearances in a Chelsea shirt, winning the
Champions League, two Premier League titles,
four FA Cups, the Europa League and two
League Cups. “Enjoy your retirement, John!”
said the Chelsea statement. In his retirement
post Mikel wrote: “There is a saying that ‘all
good things must come to an end’, and for my
professional football career, that day is today.” 

Bangladesh beat UAE 

DUBAI: Mosaddek Hossain played a key role
with both bat and ball as Bangladesh beat
United Arab Emirates by 32 runs in Dubai on
Tuesday to sweep the two-match T20 series.
Bangladesh made 169-5 after opener Mehidy
Hasan’s 46 off 37 balls provided a solid platform
before Mosaddek (27) and Liton Das (25) kept
the runs flowing. Yasir Ali and Nurul Hasan gave
the innings some late impetus in an unbroken
stand of 32 over the final three overs. Sixteen-
year-old Aayan Afzal Khan, a left-arm spinner,
took 2-33 with Aryan Lakra sending down three
tidy overs to return figures of 1-14. UAE
slumped to 29-4 in response after losing three
wickets for just two runs, with Mosaddek
removing Aryan Lakra and Vriitya Aravind with
successive deliveries. Captain Chundangapoyil
Rizwan and Basil Hameed battled gamely in a
partnership of 90 but the required run rate was
too much for UAE. 

Midfielder Delph retires

LONDON: Former Manchester City and
England midfielder Fabian Delph announced his
retirement on Tuesday. Delph made 204
Premier League appearances for City, Everton,
Aston Villa and Leeds. The 32-year-old won
two Premier League titles during four years
with City between 2015 and 2019. He also
appeared in the FA Cup and League Cup finals
with Villa, finishing as a runner-up on both
occasions. Delph, who played 20 times for
England, left City to join Everton three years
ago but injuries restricted him to just 21 appear-
ances in all competitions over the last two sea-
sons. His contract with Everton expired at the
end of last season and he has opted to hang up
his boots after failing to find a new club. “So
today I announce my retirement with nothing
but happiness and gratitude for what this beau-
tiful game has given me,” he posted on
Instagram.

S Korea beat Cameroon 

SEOUL: Son Heung-min scored for the second
straight match on Tuesday to give South Korea
a 1-0 home victory over Cameroon in their lat-
est World Cup tune-up. The Spurs striker
headed the ball home after a shot from Kim
Jin-su was deflected by goalkeeper Andre
Onana in the 35th minute. South Korea hung on
for the win in front of 59,000 fans at Seoul
World Cup Stadium. On Friday, Korean skipper
Son netted a free-kick in a 2-2 draw against
Costa Rica. With the World Cup less than two
months away, South Korea’s Portuguese coach
Paulo Bento was pleased with the workout. “In
general, we made a good game, better in the
first half, when we had good chances to score,”
he said. “It was a good game and a fair victo-
ry,” he added. South Korea are in Group H at
the World Cup with Uruguay, Ghana and
Portugal. The home side had the first attempt of
the game when Lee Jae-sung’s diving effort in
the fifth minute forced a difficult save from
Onana. — From AFP 

MILAN: AC Milan’s supporters cheer during the UEFA Champions League at the San Siro stadium in Milan. —AFP 

San Siro demolition on table; Milan 
Inter’s stadium dream put to public

Inter post 140 million-euro loss in 2021-22 accounts

China replicates 
Olympic ‘bubble’ 
for rare sports 
SHANGHAI: China will replicate its COVID-secure
Olympic bubble when it hosts its first major interna-
tional sports event since the Beijing Winter Games -
with organizers calling it a “roller-coaster ride”.
Chengdu, which until recently was under lockdown
and was also rattled by an earthquake earlier this
month, will stage the table tennis world team cham-
pionships from Friday for 10 days. Much like the
Beijing Olympics and Paralympics in February-
March, the tournament will unfold in a “closed loop”
to satisfy the strict zero-COVID policies which have
seen most other major sports events in China can-
celled throughout the pandemic.

The chief executive of the ITTF, the governing
body of table tennis, called it “one of the most - if not
the most - complex and important table tennis events
in ITTF history”. Nearly 1,300 people will be encased
in the championships’ bubble. “The road to Chengdu
was indeed bumpy or a roller-coaster ride,” Steve
Dainton said. The competition was pushed back once
because of an upsurge in coronavirus cases driven by
the Omicron variant at the beginning of the year.

Then, with under a month to go, the southwest-
ern city of Chengdu found itself under a tight lock-
down that closed schools, disrupted businesses and
forced residents to stay home for over two weeks.

“Obviously we were also looking for contingencies
if finally we could not make it, but... the popularity
and history that our sport has in China gave us
always a strong sense of hope,” said Dainton. ITTF
president Petra Sorling said “words cannot express”
the excitement at the tournament finally kicking off.

‘Hard restrictions’ 
More than 250 table tennis players from across

the globe, including the United States, arrived on

specially chartered flights. They, along with coaches,
officials and other staff, will be in the closed loop
for the duration of the championships. They will stay
in specific hotels, be shuttled to and from event ven-
ues, and must take a PCR test every day. So far, the
ITTF said all participants had tested negative since
their arrival. “It’s great that we will be able to play
this championships even if the restrictions are hard,”
Sweden’s Kristian Karlsson was quoted as saying
by the ITTF website. — AFP

BEIJING: A woman prepares to skate as she walks past Bing Dwen Dwen, mascot of the Beijing 2022 Olympic
Games at the National Speed Skating Oval, also known as the ‘Ice Ribbon’, the venue being used for speed
skating events at the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing. — AFP 

Tropical storm 
adds pressure 
on Quartararo 
BANGKOK: A tropical storm forecast to batter
Thailand this weekend could shake up the three-
way fight for the MotoGP world championship after
leader Fabio Quartararo failed to capitalize in Japan.
The French reigning world champion could only fin-
ish eighth at Motegi on Sunday in a race to forget
for the title-chasing trio.

That was at least better than chief rivals
Francesco Bagnaia, who crashed out on the last lap
trying to overtake Quartararo, and Aleix Espargaro,
who came 16th after a malfunction with his Aprilia.
Quartararo extended his championship lead over
Italy’s Bagnaia from 10 points to 18 in Japan, despite
being well off the pace of race winner Jack Miller.

The Yamaha rider has not won a race since June
in Germany and seen his lead at the top whittled
away. Heavy rain and lightning badly impacted
practice at Motegi and the elements look set to play
another significant role in Thailand for all three days
including Sunday’s race. Super typhoon Noru is
expected to bring rain and storms as MotoGP
returns to the International Circuit at Buriram, about
400 kilometers (250 miles) northeast of Bangkok,
for the first Thai GP since 2019 after Covid.

“We will have to push to the maximum,” said
Quartararo, who has been suffering in the second
half of 2022, recording only one podium finish in the
last six races. The title race is in the home straight
and too close to call. After Thailand there are only
grands prix in Australia, Malaysia and Valencia.
Prior to Motegi, hard-charging Bagnaia appeared
to be the rider to beat despite being second in the

standings. Going into Japan he had won four of the
last five races, but crashing out last weekend
checked his momentum.

“I made an overambitious manoeuvre,” said
Bagnaia in a Twitter apology to his Ducati team. “I
will reflect on my mistake.” Spain’s Espargaro had
to dump his ailing Aprilia after the Motegi warm-up
lap and jump on his spare bike. He could not recov-
er from emerging last and now sits 25 points behind
Quartararo. Australia’s Miller took advantage of the
top trio’s woes to scorch from seventh on the grid to
a fourth MotoGP victory and is fifth in the stand-
ings, but out the title running. Italian Danilo
Petrucci, a two-time MotoGP race winner, is lined
up to stand in at Suzuki for Spain’s Joan Mir, who is
recovering from an ankle injury sustained during the
Austrian GP in August. —AFP 

TOCHIGI PREFECTURE: Aprilia Racing rider Maverick
Vinales of Spain (right) leads Prima Pramac Racing rid-
er Johann Zarco of France, Mooney VR46 Racing Team
rider Luca Marini of Italy and Monster Energy Yamaha
MotoGP rider Fabio Quartararo of France during the
MotoGP class race at the Japanese Grand Prix in
Motegi, Tochigi prefecture. —AFP 

Verstappen on verge 
of 2nd world title; F1 
returns to Singapore
SINGAPORE: Red Bull’s dominant Max
Verstappen can clinch a second world champi-
onship when the Singapore Grand Prix returns this
weekend after a three-year absence because of
COVID. The flying Dutchman has a mathematical
chance to seal back-to-back world titles under
lights around the spectacular and demanding
Marina Bay street circuit. 

To do so, the 24-year-old must win the race -
something he has never done in Singapore - and
needs his closest rivals to falter badly. If that does
not happen, the championship fight will move on to
the Japanese Grand Prix a week later. It looks a
case of when, not if. “You need a bit of luck for that
as well,” Verstappen told Sky Sports of retaining his
crown in Singapore. “I don’t think about it.”

Verstappen opened up a 116-point lead in the
drivers’ standings over Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc fol-
lowing his victory at the Italian Grand Prix. He is 125
clear of third-placed Red Bull teammate Sergio
Perez. He needs to extend his lead to 138 points by
Sunday’s chequered flag to be crowned with five
races to spare - the earliest championship win since
Michael Schumacher’s in 2002 with six GPs remain-
ing. Monza was Verstappen’s 11th victory in 16 races
of a potentially record-breaking season. He needs
two more wins to equal the single-season mark of
13 jointly held by Schumacher (2004) and Sebastian
Vettel (2013). “I want to go to Singapore and try to
win that race as well,” Verstappen said. “We are
having a great season, so we should really try and
appreciate it and enjoy the moment.” —AFP 

John Obi Mikel


