
LONDON: Just weeks away from the start of a
World Cup like no other, the poor form of Europe’s
powerhouses suggests there could be a changing of
the guard in Qatar. European nations have won
every World Cup since Brazil lifted the last of their
five titles in Japan and South Korea in 2002.

Europe has supplied 13 of the 16 semi-finalists
at the past four World Cups, with Italy, Spain,
Germany and France coming out on top. But reign-
ing European champions Italy have failed even to
qualify for Qatar, while there are doubts over the
chances of England, France, Germany and Spain.
England’s six-game winless run is their worst ever
heading to a major tournament, with the Three
Lions relegated from the top tier of UEFA’s
Nations League.

World champions France only avoided the same
fate thanks to other results going their way as Les
Bleus and Germany won just one of their six

Nations League group games. Spain have pro-
gressed to the semi-finals of that competition, but
were beaten 2-1 at home by Switzerland last
week. Adding to the uncertainty is a first-ever
mid-season World Cup for European teams, with
no time for pre-tournament training camps and
friendlies.

Between now and the break for the World Cup
on November 13 - a week before the tournament
starts-players at Europe’s top teams could play up
to 13 times for their clubs. “Everybody has got the
same challenge. It’s a strange period because so
many teams are a little bit up in the air,” said
England manager Gareth Southgate. “There’s very
few teams that have been able to find form. “We’ve
all had the players for three or four days, two games
in quick succession, and now this gap where you
are sitting hoping you don’t pick up big injuries, but
we’re going to pick up some.”

‘High-level opposition’ 
Injuries, fatigue and the competitive nature of the

Nations League have been pinpointed as the rea-
sons for the struggles of some of the traditional
giants. England, Germany and Italy were all in the
same Nations League group, as were Spain and
Portugal. “We’re playing and have been playing
some top-level sides and we will be better for that,”
said Southgate. 

“In the past we’ve had runs of friendlies or what-
ever the matches are and then we’ve gone into tour-
naments. This is the first time we’ve hit high-level
opposition.” France were without a host of stars
that Didier Deschamps hopes will be fit for the
World Cup for their 2-0 defeat to Denmark on
Sunday. “The important thing is to be able to recov-
er all our strength in the next two months,” said
Deschamps.

As the European contenders struggle for conti-

nuity with little time to prepare, Argentina and
Brazil head to Qatar as the form teams. In what
could be his final World Cup at 35, Lionel Messi is
enjoying playing in the best Argentina side of his
international career. Lionel Scaloni’s men are on a
national record 35-game unbeaten run stretching
back to 2019, which includes Messi’s first major
international trophy at the Copa America last year.

Defeat in that Copa America final on home soil is
Brazil’s only defeat in 29 matches. The vast majority
of those games for both nations have come against
inferior opposition in friendlies and South American
World Cup qualifiers. But any questions over the
quality of the current Argentina squad disappeared
in a dominant 3-0 victory over Italy in June in the
first-ever “Finalissima” between the champions of
Europe and South America. “I see Argentina above
the rest and Brazil too,” said Spain boss Luis
Enrique. “Well above the rest.”— AFP 
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Kuwait Badminton
Challenge 2022
on October 6-8
By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: The stage is set for the 7th edition of the
Kuwait Badminton Challenge (KBC 2022) which will be
hosted by the Indian Badminton Association (IBAK) on
October 6, 7 and 8. Teams from many countries includ-
ing Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the UAE, India, the
Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia will participate in
this three-day-long tournament in addition to the par-
ticipation of many local clubs from Kuwait. 

“Many leading badminton players of the world,
past and present will glamorize the event. The IBAK
officials have been on their toes for the last couple
of months to ensure a smooth conduct of the event,”
said IBAK Chairman Dr Manimara Chozhan while
addressing a press conference. “Since KBC 2022 is
taking place after the break caused by the COVID

pandemic, we hope to relaunch the tournament in a
big way and provide an exciting time to all the par-
ticipants. The first match of the tournament will start
on October 6 at 2.30 pm at the state-of-the-art
facility in IBAK Salwa gym.

Kuwait’s badminton loving fraternity is going to
witness some high-octane badminton in the coming
week,” he said. He said IBAK will have representa-
tions in the tournament. “The IBAK All Stars have
been five times champions and are the defending
champions. IBAK will additionally be represented
by two more teams; the IBAK Challengers and
IBAK Torpedoes,” he said.

Team Victor who were runners up in many previ-
ous editions, Team 5.30 and Shuttle Stingers from
India will be the teams competing in the team event
and players from these events will also be taking
part in the open events as well. This annual tourney
hosted by IBAK has become a popular spectacle
amongst the badminton fraternity in Kuwait and is
looked forward to with great zest, he added. IBAK
was founded in April 2010 as a non-profit organiza-
tion committed to the popularization of badminton
in Kuwait, nurture young talent and serve as a place
for members to improve their game.

KUWAIT: Dr Manimara Chozhan, Anesh Mathew and Ajaykumar with IBAK office-bearers during the press conference.   

Kuwait Futsal team 
eye quarter finals 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Futsal team seek to reach the
quarter finals when they play against Thailand on
Thursday in the second round of group one
matches of AFC Futsal Asian Cup Kuwait 2022.
Kuwait is hosting the games with participation of
16 teams. Kuwait are on top of the group after
defeating Oman Tuesday with 3 points, ahead of
Thailand team which defeated Iraq 3-2. 

Kuwait’s match today is considered a cross-
roads for the team, as if the team win, they will
move to the next round, or qualify directly if Oman
draw with Iraq. Kuwait’s coach will rely on the
excellent performance during Oman match espe-
cially goal keeper Mohammad Al-Hazeem, and

Abdelrahman Al-Taweel, Abdellatif Al-Abbasi and
Abdelrahman Al-Wadhi.

In group 2, Bahrain seek to make up for the bad
performance in the first round when they meet
Turkmenistan. Meanwhile, Uzbekistan and
Tajikistan will go for a second win when they
meet. Bahrain earlier lost to Tajikistan 3-4 while
Uzbekistan defeated Turkmenistan 8-0.

Kuwait’s player Abdelrahman Al-Taweel who
was selected ‘Man of the Match’ against Oman said
the players are looking forward to qualify for the
semi-finals - adding that their goal is to compete
for the championship. Oman’s coach Younis Al-
Fahdi said Kuwait team deserve to win. He admit-
ted that his team were not up to their usual level.

Saudi Arabia’s team surprised Japan by defeat-
ing them 2-1 during the first round of Group 4.
Japan scored early in the 3rd minute, but Saudi
Arabia’s Nasser Al-Harthy and Muhsen Faqihi
answered quickly with one goal each. Saudi
Arabia’s coach said the team were determined to
win and were able to score two goals in 5 minutes. 

Spain snare Nations 
League semis spot 
BRAGA: Alvaro Morata’s late strike snatched Spain
a 1-0 Nations League victory over Portugal in
Braga on Tuesday and sent them into the semi-
finals. La Roja needed to win to finish top of League
A Group 2, but struggled on another difficult night
for the Euro 2020 semi-finalists, until Morata’s
88th-minute breakthrough. Spain have not been
able to hit top form in the internationals leading up
to the Qatar 2022 World Cup, but this hard-fought
victory provides a welcome morale boost.

Portugal had the better of the game but Spain
brightened in the final stages, with the introduction
of several substitutes, including Nico Williams, who
headed across goal for Morata to gleefully turn in at
the back post. “When we had to stand up, we did,”
Morata told TVE. “If we had lost, it had to be giving
everything we had on the pitch, and that’s what we

did. “I’ll remember the attitude of the team, we
fought until the end. And Nico Williams, in his sec-
ond game for the national team, was key and I put it
over the line.”

Spain will join Italy, Croatia and the Netherlands
in the semis in June 2023, although attention now
switches to the fast-approaching World Cup. Luis
Enrique made wholesale changes to the side that
suffered Spain’s first home defeat since 2018 against
Switzerland on Saturday, retaining only four starters.
Morata was brought in to lead the line, while the
Asturian coach rotated his entire midfield trio.

Spain still dominated possession, as their game-
plan demands, but to little effect as Portugal created
the more dangerous openings. Athletic Bilbao goal-
keeper Unai Simon made a solid save to deny
Ruben Neves and then a brilliant one to keep
Liverpool striker Diogo Jota at bay. With
Portuguese confidence increasing, Bruno Fernandes
lashed an effort narrowly off-target, celebrated pre-
maturely by swathes of the stadium as the ball
appeared to settle in the net. —AFP 


