
PARIS: Richarlison was the target of a banana
thrown from the crowd as Brazil thrashed Tunisia 5-
1 in a friendly in Paris on Tuesday, while Neymar
edged closer to Pele’s all-time scoring record for
the five-time world champions. The game at the
Parc des Princes was also briefly paused in the first
half as the crowd were twice implored not to point
laser pens at Brazil players.

“Unfortunately... a banana was thrown on the
pitch towards Richarlison, scorer of the second
Brazilian goal,” the Brazilian football confederation
(CBF) said on Twitter. “The CBF reinforces its
position to combat racism and repudiates any
prejudiced act.” The Selecao produced a dominant
first-half display in their final outing before travel-
ling to Qatar for the World Cup, with Raphinha
netting twice and Neymar moving to within two of
Pele’s record.

Richarlison also found the net, while Pedro
scored as a second-half substitute before
responding to more boos and missiles from the
crowd by bowing in front of them in celebration.
“It’s a shame, it’s difficult to see images like that,”
said Brazil captain Thiago Silva, whose team posed
for a team photo before the match with a banner
bearing an anti-racism message. “Unfortunately it
seems that we can’t change people’s mentality. “I
hope they will realise that this doesn’t work, it’s the

past, we have to change. Unfortunately, people
continue with this mentality.”

Tite’s Brazil will head into their World Cup
Group G opener against Serbia on November 24 on
a 15-match unbeaten run, dating back to their Copa
America final loss to Argentina last year. The scene
for a bad-tempered match was set when the vast
numbers of Tunisia fans jeered the Brazilian national
anthem before kick-off. “I was puzzled, I was saying
‘No, it’s a lack of respect’. Football is a sport that
promotes inclusion,” said Tite.

Brazil took the lead in the 12th minute, though, as
Casemiro clipped the ball over the top and
Barcelona winger Raphinha directed a wonderful
looping header over Tunisia goalkeeper Aymen
Dahmen and into the net. Jalel Kadri’s men hit back
six minutes later. Defender Montassar Talbi met
Anis Slimane’s outswinging free-kick to send a
powerful header into the bottom corner past ‘keep-
er Alisson.

Incredibly, Brazil were back ahead just seconds
after that setback, as Raphinha sent Richarlison in
behind to drill a strike through the legs of Dahmen to
score his third goal in two games after a double against
Ghana. The Tottenham forward celebrated in front of
the Tunisian supporters, who responded by throwing a
banana and plastic cups in his direction. Fred kicked
the banana off the pitch, before extra security guards

took up residence on the side of the field.

Neymar nets penalty
Brazil almost extended their advantage as

Paqueta followed a fine turn with a low shot which
Dahmen tipped wide. But from the resulting corner,
Casemiro was hauled down in the box and Neymar
stepped up to roll home his 75th international goal
from the penalty spot, despite having lasers pointed
at his face. Brazil continued to cut through the visi-
tors’ defense with ease and Raphinha scored again
in the 40th minute by firing in off the post from the
edge of the box. Things went from bad to worse for
Tunisia before half-time as Dylan Bronn brought
down Neymar and was harshly sent off after a brief
melee between the two teams.

Tunisia were much improved after the break but
Brazil still scored again with 16 minutes remaining
through Flamengo forward Pedro’s maiden goal for
his country. Earlier on Tuesday, World Cup hosts
Qatar survived a late penalty miss by Alexis Sanchez
to hold Chile to a 2-2 draw in Vienna. Canada, who
are preparing for their first World Cup since 1986,
lost 2-0 to Uruguay in Bratislava as Liverpool’s
Darwin Nunez scored his third international goal.
Sardar Azmoun scored as a substitute to earn Iran a
1-1 draw with African champions Senegal. Morocco
drew 0-0 with Paraguay in Seville. — AFP 

Sport
Established 1961 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2022

PARIS: Brazil’s forward Richarlison shoots the ball during the friendly football match between Brazil and Tunisia at the Parc des Princes in Paris on September 27, 2022. — AFP 

Banana thrown at Richarlison 
as Brazil overpower Tunisia 5-1 

Neymar edges closer to Pele’s all-time scoring record 

Protests shadow 
Iran’s WCup push
PARIS: The protests that have erupted in Iran
are shadowing the national football team’s bid
for a breakthrough to the World Cup, with
rumours of a split in the squad, social media
posts that mysteriously disappear and former
legends weighing in to support the demonstra-
tions. Team Melli are preparing to battle in a
competitive and also politically loaded Group B
in Qatar, where they will face  he United States,
England and Wales in a bid to reach the knock-
out rounds for the first time.

But the protests that have shaken Iran since
the death of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini follow-
ing her arrest by the notorious morality police
have raised uncomfortable questions for the
team, who are hugely influential in a football-
mad country. There has been immense scrutiny
of the team’s star forward Sardar Azmoun, who
plays in the Bundesliga for Bayer Leverkusen.
He initially appeared to allege a gag order on
the team speaking out and condemning the
authorities’ deadly crackdown bit he then
stepped back.

Meanwhile, one of the biggest names in
Iranian football, former national team star Ali
Karimi, has become a hero for many of the
protesters in Iran by vociferously supporting
the protests on social media-in defiance of
bitter criticism in pro-government media.
Echoes of the protests reached Iran’s pre-
World Cup friendly match against Senegal in
Vienna on Tuesday, when protesters outside
the stadium shouted slogans against the
Islamic republic and chanted the names of
Karimi and Azmoun.

“We are here to just beg (the team): please
support us instead of standing against us.
Please support us,” said Mehran Mostaed, one
of the organizers of the protest. “Sure there are
consequences for a football player to express
support, because the consequences in Iran for
the people who are against the regime are real-
ly high. But for sure they have to face the con-
sequences.”

Azmoun began the game on the bench,
fuelling rumors he may have been sidelined. But
he appeared in the second half, and scored
with a neatly taken header to the pleasure of
Iran’s newly rehired Portuguese coach Carlos
Queiroz. Azmoun’s celebrations were muted
and the team had remained wrapped in their
black tracksuits during the anthems rather than
exposing the national strip.

Earlier in the week, Iranian football bloggers
took screenshots of an Instagram post from
Azmoun saying that because of “restrictive
rules on the Team Melli, I could not say any-
thing”. But he added that could not stay silent
due to the crackdown against the protests that
activists say has killed over 75 people. —AFP 

Messi in the 100 
club as Argentina 
streak continues 
HARRISON: Lionel Messi marked his 100th inter-
national victory with two goals as Argentina edged
closer to Italy’s world record unbeaten streak with a
3-0 defeat of Jamaica in a World Cup warm-up
friendly in New Jersey on Tuesday. Paris Saint-
Germain superstar Messi took his international
goals tally to 90 in 164 appearances after coming
on as a second-half substitute at the Red Bull Arena. 

Messi’s goals capped an emphatic win for the
South Americans, who have now gone 35 games
unbeaten in a streak stretching back to 2019 - just
two shy of Italy’s world record unbeaten run of 37
set between 2018 and 2012. Messi, who also scored
twice during a friendly win over Honduras in Miami
on Friday, delighted the crowd with an electrifying
cameo after coming on in the 56th minute for Inter
Milan’s Lautaro Martinez. 

He bagged his first of the night in the 86th
minute, darting forward before caressing a shot into
the bottom corner past Jamaica goalkeeper Andre
Blake. The 35-year-old seven-time Ballon D’Or win-
ner then produced an impish second goal, craftily
curling a low shot underneath the Jamaican wall into
the bottom corner from a free-kick.

Messi’s presence left the crowd in a frenzy. On
three different occasions spectators sprinted onto
the pitch in an effort to get close to the Argentinean
icon. One shirtless fan attempted to get Messi to
autograph his back before he was bundled to the

floor by security staff. Messi’s late double crowned
another assured performance from Lionel Scaloni’s
Argentina, who are rapidly emerging as one of the
favorites for the World Cup in Qatar in November.

The Argentineans had dominated throughout a
one-sided first half, and took the lead on 13 minutes
when Martinez jinked past Jamaica’s Damion Lowe
and cut back for Manchester City’s Julian Alvarez,

who tucked away a low finish from close range.
Alvarez almost had a second soon afterwards but
curled his shot just wide. Midfielder Guido
Rodriguez also went close, but was unable to direct
his volley at the back post on target, instead shoot-
ing over the bar. Giovani Lo Celso also threatened
with a long-range effort that flew just wide of the
top corner in the 33rd minute. — AFP 

NEW JERSEY: Argentina’s Lionel Messi (right) dribbles past Jamaica’s Damion Lowe during the interna-
tional friendly football match between Argentina and Jamaica at Red Bull Arena in Harrisonon September
27, 2022. —AFP 


