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KUWAIT: After HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah dissolved the National 
Assembly and called on the people of Kuwait to 
elect a new parliament, the country witnessed 
great democratic developments in the five electoral 
constituencies. On Election Day, Kuwait Times 
toured several constituencies and asked citizens 
about their hopes for the new Assembly, the main 
issues they wish the new parliament resolves and 
their opinion about the presence of women in the 
Assembly.  

Nada Hassan Al-Qallaf said she hopes the next 
Assembly meets her expectations, calling on the 
new representatives to improve citizens’ standard 
of living and boost their incomes. She pointed out 
the voices of women candidates in the current 
election are louder than last time, so she is 
expecting women to be elected to the Assembly, 
especially since there are great and qualified can-
didates this time. 

Dana Al-Fadli stressed she is expecting the next 
Assembly to resolve the main issues affecting citi-
zens, such as balancing the demographics, improv-
ing the level of education and raising the income of 
citizens. Regarding her expectations from female 
candidates, she said the presence of women in the 
Assembly is essential to highlight the issues that 
affect other women. However, she said she voted 
for a male candidate due to her conviction that he 
is a better candidate for her. 

“Currently, people have more awareness and 
will choose their candidate in a better way. We are 
optimistic that this Assembly will do better than 
the previous ones. If people choose the best candi-
date, we will witness reforms in the country, even if 
it is a slow process,” Eman Al-Sahhaf pointed out. 
She said the new Assembly should focus on 
humanitarian issues, such as the issue of bedoons 
(stateless people), and after that resolve other 
issues like housing and raising the standard of liv-
ing of citizens. Sahhaf stressed her support for 
women candidates and their importance to be in 
the parliament. 

Dana Al-Qallaf told Kuwait Times she hopes 
the new Assembly will end the bedoon issue, 
adding she did not vote for anyone as she was 
not being convinced with any candidate in her 

constituency. She called on women candidates to 
exert more efforts to be equal to the number of 
men in the Assembly. 

“I have witnessed over the years several elec-
tions, but this time I have noticed awareness and 
understanding from citizens the true meaning of a 
representative. Every human being should have the 
right to choose whom they want, and the new elec-
tion law is a great step towards supporting the 
freedom to choose. Byelections are one of the 
things that should have been banned years ago,” 
Bahija Ibrahim Khuraibet said. “Supporting 
Kuwaiti women candidates should be over their 
previous work and achievements and not merely 
for the position,” she added. 

Fatima Al-Taher said she is against the presence 
of women in the Assembly due to traditions and 
from a religious point of view. “The state should 
belong to men and not to women,” she stressed. 
Hanaa Al-Othman hoped the election results match 
the ambitions of the Kuwaiti people.  

“Reforms in the country have already started. 
The government, which is the executive authority, 
launched unprecedented reforms since the speech 
of His Highness the Amir, and citizens have started 
to feel their worth. Regarding Assembly represen-
tatives, they have their own agendas. Our responsi-
bility as citizens is to choose reformists aligned 
with governmental authorities to improve the 
country’s situation,” Fai Al-Jeran told Kuwait 
Times. She stressed the government and the next 
Assembly should tackle the issue of demographics 
due to its importance, which will lead to the reso-
lution of all other issues the country suffers from. 

Jeran said although she supports the idea of 
women being in the Assembly, she couldn’t find any 
female candidate who represents her views. “Only 
one woman has a great proposal, but unfortunately, 
she is not in my constituency. Despite her lifestyle 
differing from mine, I found her to be a great rep-
resentative for women’s issues,” she added. 

Anwar, who refused to give her full name, said 
there are many issues that need reforms, such as 
housing and the bedoon issue, pointing out she is 
against naturalizing them as the country does not 
have enough space to accept them. “If the govern-
ment wants to give them Kuwaiti citizenship, they 
should be housed in new areas. Otherwise, I am 
against the idea,” she said.  
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KUWAIT: People vote in the National Assembly elections on Sept 29, 2022. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat and Fouad Al-Shaikh 
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