
PUNTA GORDA, United States: Hurricane Ian
left much of coastal southwest Florida in darkness
early Thursday, bringing “catastrophic” flooding
that left officials readying a huge emergency
response to a storm of rare intensity.

The US Border Patrol said 20 migrants were
missing after their boat sank, with four Cubans
swimming to shore in the Florida Keys islands and
three rescued at sea by the coast guard. The
National Hurricane Center (NHC) said the eye of
the “extremely dangerous” hurricane made landfall
just after 3:00 pm (1900 GMT) on the barrier island
of Cayo Costa, west of the city of Fort Myers.

Dramatic television footage from the coastal city
of Naples showed floodwaters surging into beach-
front homes, submerging roads and sweeping away
vehicles. Some neighborhoods in Fort Myers, which
has a population of more than 80,000, resembled
lakes. The NHC said Ian’s maximum sustained
winds reached 150 miles (240 kilometers) per hour
when it landed.

It later weakened to a Category 1 hurricane with
winds dropping to a maximum 75 miles per hour,
battering Florida with storm surges, damaging

winds and “life-threatening catastrophic” flooding,
the NHC said at around 2:00 am local time
Wednesday (0600 GMT).

More than two million customers were without
electricity in Florida early Thursday, out of a total of
more than 11 million, with southwestern areas of the
state the hardest hit, according to the
PowerOutage.us tracking website. Ian is set to
affect several million people across Florida and in
the southeastern states of Georgia and South
Carolina. As hurricane conditions spread, forecast-
ers warned of a once-in-a-generation calamity.

“This is going to be a storm we talk about for
many years to come,” said National Weather
Service director Ken Graham. “It’s a historic event.”
Florida’s Governor Ron DeSantis said the state was
going to experience a “nasty, nasty day, two days.”

‘Life-threatening’
The town of Punta Gorda, north of Fort Myers,

was in near-total darkness after the storm wiped
out power, save for the few buildings with genera-
tors. Howling winds ripped branches off trees,
pulled chunks out of roofs, and blew the fronds of

palm trees horizontal.
About 2.5 million people were under mandatory

evacuation orders in a dozen coastal Florida coun-
ties, with several dozen shelters set up, and volun-
tary evacuation recommended in others.

For those who decided to ride out the storm,
authorities stressed it was too late to flee and resi-
dents should hunker down and stay indoors.
Airports in Tampa and Orlando stopped all com-
mercial flights, and cruise ship companies delayed
departures or canceled voyages.

With up to 30 inches (76 centimeters) of rain
expected to fall on parts of the Sunshine State, and
a storm surge that could reach devastating levels of
five to eight feet (1.5 to 2.4 meters), authorities
warned of dire emergency conditions. The storm
was set to move across central Florida before
emerging in the Atlantic Ocean later Thursday.

Rebuilding work begins
Ian had plunged all of Cuba into darkness a day

earlier, after battering the country’s west as a
Category 3 storm and downing the island’s power net-
work. At least two people died in Pinar del Rio

province, Cuban state media reported. By Wednesday
power had been restored for some residents of Havana
and another 11 provinces, but not in Cuba’s three
worst-affected provinces in the west of the country. 

In the United States, the Pentagon said 3,200
national guard personnel were called up in Florida,
with another 1,800 on the way. DeSantis said state
and federal responders were assigning thousands of
personnel to address the storm response.

“There will be thousands of Floridians who will
need help rebuilding,” he said. As climate change
warms the ocean’s surface, the number of powerful
tropical storms, or cyclones, with stronger winds
and more precipitation are likely to increase.

The total number of cyclones, however, may not.
According to Gary Lackmann, a professor of

atmospheric science at North Carolina State
University, studies have also detected a potential
link between climate change and rapid intensifica-
tion — when a relatively weak tropical storm surges
to a Category 3 hurricane or higher in a 24-hour
period, as happened with Ian. “There remains a con-
sensus that there will be fewer storms, but that the
strongest will get stronger,” Lackmann told. — AFP
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PUNTA GORDA, United States: Debris litters a street in the aftermath of Hurricane Ian in Punta Gorda, Florida on September 29, 2022. —AFP

‘This is going to be a storm we talk about for many years to come’

Hurricane Ian pounds Florida

Iran celebrities 
warned against 
inciting protests
TEHRAN: Iranian celebrities were warned
Thursday against coming out in support of protests
that flared across the country over the death of
young Kurdish woman Mahsa Amini in morality
police custody.

A wave of unrest has rocked Iran since the 22-
year-old died on September 16 after her arrest by
the morality police in Tehran for allegedly failing to
observe the Islamic republic’s strict dress code for
women. The street violence has led to the deaths of
dozens of people-mostly protesters but also mem-
bers of the security forces-and hundreds of arrests.

“We will take action against the celebrities who
have fanned the flames of the riots,” Tehran provin-
cial governor Mohsen Mansouri said, quoted by
ISNA news agency. On Wednesday, Iran’s Mehr
news agency said former state television host
Mahmoud Shahriari had been arrested for allegedly
“encouraging riots and solidarity with the enemy”.

A number of Iranian sportsmen as well as actors
and filmmakers have put their support behind the
movement, asking authorities to listen to the people’s

demands. Iran’s two-time Oscar winning director
Asghar Farhadi on Sunday urged people around the
world to “stand in solidarity” with the protesters.

“They are looking for simple yet fundamental
rights that the state has denied them for years,”
Farhadi said, in a video message on Instagram. At a
football match against Senegal in Vienna on
Tuesday, the entire Iranian team remained dressed
in black during the anthems rather than exposing
the national strip.

In an Instagram post, star forward Sardar
Azmoun condemned the authorities and appeared
to complain of a gag order against the team, before
retracting his statement. Another former prominent
player, Ali Karimi, has repeatedly supported the
protests and condemned Amini’s death on
Instagram and Twitter. Iran’s judiciary chief
Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei has criticised celebri-
ties over their actions.

“Those who became famous thanks to support
from the system have joined the enemy when times
were difficult, instead of being with the people,”
said Ejei. “All of them should know that they have to
pay back the material and spiritual damage caused
to the people and the country,” he added.

Meanwhile,  Iran on Thursday arrested a reporter
who covered the funeral of Mahsa Amini, her lawyer
said, the latest of a growing number of journalists to
be detained since protests erupted over the young
woman’s death.  —AFP

ANKARA, Turkey: Demonstrators hold slogans during a protest over the death of Iranian Mahsa Amini and in
solidarity with Iranian protesters in Ankara. —AFP

MOSCOW, Russia: Russian soldiers stand on Red Square in central Moscow on September 29, 2022, as the
square is sealed prior to a ceremony of the incorporation of the new territories into Russia. Banners on the
stage read: “Donetsk, Lugansk, Zaporizhzhia, Kherson - Russia!”. — AFP

Kremlin announces 
Ukraine annexation 
ceremony for Friday
MOSCOW: Russia will formally annex four regions
of Ukraine its troops occupy at a grand ceremony in
Moscow on Friday, the Kremlin has announced,
after it suggested using nuclear weapons to defend
the territories. The threats from senior Russian offi-
cials have not deterred a sweeping counter-offen-
sive from Kyiv, which has been pushing back
Russian troops in the east and is edging nearer the
Donetsk region city of Lyman that Moscow’s forces
battered for weeks to fully capture.

President Vladimir Putin’s spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said the annexation would be formalised at a
ceremony in the Kremlin. The Russian leader will
make a “major” speech, he added. “Tomorrow in
Saint George’s Hall at the Grand Kremlin Palace at
15:00 (1200 GMT) a signing ceremony will take
place on the incorporation of the new territories
into Russia,” Peskov told reporters.

The Kremlin-installed leaders of the four regions
were gathered in the Russian capital on Thursday, a
day after pro-Moscow authorities had appealed to
Putin directly to integrate the territories into Russia.

Their nearly simultaneous requests to the Kremlin
came after the four regions claimed residents had
unanimously backed the move in hastily organised
referendums that were dismissed by Kyiv and the
West as illegal, fraudulent and void.

Ukraine advances in Donetsk 
Ukraine after the so-called referendums said the

only appropriate response from the West was to hit
Russia with more sanctions and to supply Ukrainian
forces with more weapons to keep reclaiming terri-
tory. “Ukraine cannot and will not tolerate any
attempts by Russia to seize any part of our land,”
President Volodymyr Zelensky said late Wednesday.

The four territories — Kherson and Zaporizhzhia
in the south; Donetsk and Lugansk in the east —
create a crucial land corridor between Russia and
the Crimean peninsula, annexed by Moscow in
2014. Together, all five make up around 20 percent
of Ukraine, whose forces in recent weeks have been
clawing back ground.

Kyiv’s army in particular has been showing
progress in the eastern Kharkiv region and recap-
turing territory in Donetsk, and military observers
say Kyiv’s forces are close to capturing Lyman.

“The enemy is carrying out regular attempts to
encircle the city,” a pro-Russian official in the
Donetsk region, Alexei Nikonorov, told state TV on
Thursday. “At the moment, our units manage to
repel all attacks,” he claimed. —AFP


