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ORAL, Kazakhstan: Emergency housing, paperwork 
support and a bit of compassion: Kazakhs were trying 
to aid an influx of Russians who have fled to avoid 
being called up to fight in Ukraine. Queues of vehicles 
and groups of Russians-mostly young men-dragging 
their suitcases at the Kazakhstan border this week 
echoed the outflow seen elsewhere from Russia since 
President Vladimir Putin ordered a draft. 

“Every day, more and more people are coming, we 
simply don’t know where to house them,” said Diana 
Mukanayeva, who spontaneously came to help out at a 
train station at the border. Kazakhstan has seen an 
unprecedented influx and by Tuesday said 98,000 
Russians had arrived since 
Putin’s call-up of 300,000 
reservists to contribute to 
Moscow’s war in Ukraine. 

The surge has been seen 
elsewhere, including Finland, 
Georgia and Mongolia, as 
Russian men refuse to par-
ticipate in the seven-month-
old war that has drawn 
fierce opposition from the 
West. Mukanayeva, 
wrapped up in a black duffle 
coat topped by a bright red 
volunteer vest, said Kazakhs understand the plight of 
Russians forced to “leaving everything behind and run”. 

Russian men seeking refuge in a Central Asian 
nation was a reversal of the usual order, with migrants 
for decades leaving their homes in places like 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan to find work 
in Moscow and other Russian regions. “(Russians) tell 
us: ‘We don’t want to kill and we don’t want to be 
killed...’ so we, as humans, we just help in any way we 
can,” Mukanayeva added.  

 
Crowded housing  

Some in Kazakhstan have even housed Russians for 

free-valuable help since rent prices in the Kazakh 
regions neighbouring Russia have increased by up to 
34 percent this week, according to rental website 
Krisha. 

Given the influx, the northwestern border town of 
Oral first made its cinema and sport halls available to 
house Russians. But more have kept coming, so 
authorities opened a temporary welcoming centre at a 
children’s summer camp and by Thursday about 200 
people were in its colourful dorms. 

Volunteers were helping register the newcomers-a 
mandatory step for any Russian wishing to stay more 
than 30 days. One of them was Yuri Shvyn, a 39-year-

old estate agent from 
Moscow. Shvyn says was 
“really surprised at the wel-
come we got at the border... 
everyone is helping out”. 

Kazakhs have also cre-
ated help groups on mes-
saging app Telegram with 
advice on how to get 
mobile phone cards or find 
a flat. “We are all really 
stressed out, but now that 
we crossed the border, 
people are calming down a 

bit,” said Shvyn, who left right after mobilisation 
was announced. “But everyone is in the same state: 
we do not know what will be next,” he added. 

 
Uncertain future  

Shvyn was hesitant, saying he could try to go to 
another country or stay and look for work in 
Kazakhstan “depending on the situation”. On Tuesday, 
Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev promised 
his country would ensure the care and safety of 
Russians fleeing a “hopeless” situation. 

According to current rules, registered Russians can 
stay in Kazakhstan for 90 days without a visa. Tatyana 

Keloskyna has been volunteering at the children’s 
camp, helping register newcomers dealing with 
Kazakh bureaucracy. 

“Many say they don’t plan on leaving Kazakhstan, 
and want to look for a job here,” Keloskyna said, so 
she and other volunteers walk them through the 
paperwork. “Even our residents don’t know how to do 
that,” Keloskyna added with a laugh. 

Near another border crossing in the northern 

Kazakh city of Petropavl, Mikhail Kondakov proudly 
showed AFP his first official Kazakh documents. After 
a “very difficult, hard, fun and interesting” trip, the 
young Russian was starting to find his marks. 

“We are almost settled, already found a place, and 
people have been super nice,” he added, smiling. But 
Kondakov’s future is a “huge question mark” as he has 
no idea when he will be able to return to Russia, where 
his girlfriend remains.  —AFP

‘Help how we can’: Kazakhstan  
welcomes Russians fleeing draft

‘Every day people are coming, we simply don’t know where to house them’

 

Gunmen kill five  
soldiers, civilian  
in South Nigeria 

 
LAGOS: Gunmen killed five soldiers and a civilian in 
southeast Nigeria, police and local media said 
Thursday, after the latest bloodshed in a region where 
separatist tensions often flare. Wednesday’s attack on 
troops in Umunze area of Anambra state was con-
demned by the  governor though he did provide casu-
alty numbers. 

Security will be a major issue in February’s election 
to replace President Muhammadu Buhari, with troops 
fighting jihadists, separatist gunmen and criminal gangs 
across parts of Nigeria. “There was some shooting at 
Umunze yesterday leaving some people dead,” 
Anambra state police spokesman Tochukwu Ikenga 
told AFP, refusing to disclose casualty figures from 
Wednesday’s attack. 

“We have deployed our men to hunt down the 
assailants,” he said. Local media said five soldiers in a 
vehicle were ambushed and shot dead, while a civilian 
bystander was killed by stray bullet. The armed forces 
did not immediately respond to a call seeking details. 

The assault came barely three weeks after the con-
voy of an opposition lawmaker, Ifeanyi Ubah, was 
ambushed in the state, killing five people including two 
security escorts. Although the senator was unhurt, the 
assault underscored growing insecurity in the region. 

No group has claimed responsibility for the vio-
lence, less than five months before February 25 presi-
dential, senate and congressional elections. In a state-
ment late Wednesday, Anambra state governor Charles 
Soludo condemned the killing of the soldiers and the 
attack on the lawmaker. 

“We condemn this wicked and cruel attack in the 
strongest terms. The perpetrators of this act must 
pay,” Soludo said. “We are not going to rest on our 
oars, including those people that attacked Senator 
Ifeanyi Ubah and the rest. There will be absolutely no 
hiding place for them.” Southeast Nigeria has seen 
scores of attacks blamed on the outlawed Indigenous 
People of Biafra (IPOB) group or its armed wing ESN. 
IPOB, which seeks a separate state for ethnic Igbo 
people, has repeatedly denied responsibility for vio-
lence in the region. 

More than 100 police officers and other security 
personnel have been killed since the beginning of last 
year in targeted attacks, according to local media tal-
lies. Prisons have been raided with scores of inmates 
freed and weapons stolen. Local offices of the national 
electoral authorities have also been targeted. 

IPOB’s leader Nnamdi Kanu is in government cus-
tody and faces trial for treason after he was captured 
overseas and brought back to Nigeria. Separatism is a 
sensitive issue in a nation where the declaration of an 
independent Republic of Biafra in 1967 by Igbo army 
officers sparked a three-year civil war that left more 
than one million people dead.  —AFP

Rwandan tycoon  
had key genocide  
role, trial hears 

 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands: Rwandan 
tycoon Felicien Kabuga played a crucial 
role in the 1994 genocide that shocked 
the world, prosecutors said as he boy-
cotted the opening of his own trial in 
The Hague on Thursday. 

The last major suspect from the 
slaughter, the now-87-year-old set up a 
hate broadcaster that urged ethnic 
Hutus to kill rival Tutsis and armed the 
murderous Interahamwe militia with 
machetes, a UN tribunal heard. 

The wheelchair-bound Kabuga 
refused to appear in court and stayed in 
his jail cell as the trial got underway, 
more than a quarter of a century after 
the 100-day rampage that left over 
800,000 people dead. 

“Twenty-eight years after the 
events, this  tr ia l  is  about holding 

Felicien Kabuga to account for his sub-
stantial and intentional role in that 
genocide,” lead prosecutor Rashid S. 
Rashid told the court. “Kabuga didn’t 
need to wield a rifle or a machete at a 
roadblock, rather he supplied weapons 
in bulk and facilitated the training that 
prepared the Interahamwe to use 
them,” he added. 

“He didn’t need to pick up a micro-
phone to call for the extermination of 
the  Tuts i  on  the  rad io , ra ther  he 
founded, funded and served as presi-
dent of... the radio station that broad-
cast  genocidal  propaganda across 
Rwanda.” 

After decades on the run, Kabuga 
was arrested in France in 2020 and 
sent to a UN court. Kabuga’s lawyers 
entered a not guilty plea at a f irst 
appearance in  2020 at  the  UN’s 
International Residual Mechanism for 
Criminal Tribunals, and have repeat-
edly tried to halt the trial on health 
grounds. 

Head judge Iain Bonomy said on 
Thursday that Kabuga had decided not 

to attend the opening of the trial in per-
son or watch by video link but “appro-
priate course is to proceed”. Kabuga 
issued a statement saying that he court 

had refused to let him appoint his own 
lawyer and that he had lost confidence 
in his own defence attorney, Emmanuel 
Altit. —AFP 

ORAL, Kazakhstan: Russian citizens queue outside a public service centre to receive an individual identification number 
for foreigners in the city of Oral (Uralsk), Kazakhstan.  —AFP

THE HAGUE, Netherlands: Felicien Kabuga’s lawyer Emmanuel Altit (right) arrives ahead of the trial 
at the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals (IRMCT) in The Hague.  —AFP

Lebanon fails to  
elect new president  
as crisis deepens 

 
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s parliament failed to elect a new 
president after a first round of voting Thursday amid deep 
divisions over a replacement for Michel Aoun whose term 
expires next month. A majority of lawmakers cast blank 
ballots, suggesting the election process is likely to drag on, 
an outcome Lebanon can ill afford as it wrestles with a 
crippling financial crisis. 

Speaker Nabih Berri said he would call a new session 
of parliament “when an agreement is reached on the next 
president”-a process that could take months in a country 
where constitutional deadlines are routinely missed. 

Thursday’s session was attended by 122 of parlia-
ment’s 128 members, of whom 66 cast blank ballots. 
Christian politician Michel Moawad, the son of former 
president Rene Moawad, emerged as the front-runner 
but his 36 votes fell well short of the 86 needed to win in 
the first round. 

Under Lebanon’s longstanding confessional power-
sharing system, the presidency is reserved for a Maronite 
Christian. A walkout by some MPs meant there was no 
second round of voting. 

Deep divisions among lawmakers have raised fears 
Lebanon could be left without a president after Aoun’s 
mandate expires at the end of October. The incumbent’s 
own election in 2016 came after a 29-month vacancy at 
the presidential palace as lawmakers made 45 failed 
attempts to reach consensus on a candidate. 

A statement by Aoun’s office said the president was 
“satisfied with the launch of the electoral process” and 
expressed hopes parliament would continue to meet to 

elect a president within the constitutional timeframe. 
 

‘Clear risk’  
The political parties that must now agree on the next 

head of state have yet to appoint a new government to 
replace the outgoing one after its mandate expired in May. 
“If there is a political vacuum, the economic crisis would 
intensify and there is a clear risk of security incidents,” 
said analyst Karim Bitar. 

The Lebanese pound has lost more than 95 percent of 
its value on the black market since 2019 in a financial melt-
down branded by the World Bank as one of the worst in 
modern times. The crisis has caused poverty rates to reach 
more than 80 percent of the population, as food prices 
have risen by 2,000 percent, the United Nations has said. 

The international community has pressed Lebanese 
lawmakers to elect a new president in “timely” fashion to 
avoid plunging the country deeper into crisis. Last week, 
France, Saudi Arabia and the United States issued a joint 
statement urging MPs to “elect a president who can unite 
the Lebanese people”. 

Lebanon is under pressure from the International 
Monetary Fund to streamline the implementation of 
reforms required to unlock billions in loans before Aoun’s 
term expires. As part of that effort, lawmakers on Monday 
approved an overdue budget for 2022. The budget set the 
exchange rate for revenues from customs duties at 15,000 
pounds to the dollar-less than half the black market rate-
contravening calls by the IMF to unify the exchange rates 
operating in Lebanon. —AFP 

BEIRUT, Lebanon: Lebanese Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri (C) attends a parliament session to elect a new President in 
Beirut on September 29, 2022. —AFP

After Pope outreach,  
Ortega calls Church  
a ‘dictatorship’ 

 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua: Nicaragua’s President 
Daniel Ortega on Wednesday called the Catholic 
Church a “perfect dictatorship” for not allowing 
members to elect the pope and other authority fig-
ures. In the Church, “everything is imposed. It’s a 
perfect dictatorship. It’s a perfect tyranny,” he said, 
reflecting ongoing tensions between his government 
and the religious institution over 2018 protests. “If 

they are going to be democratic, let them start with 
Catholics voting for the pope, for cardinals, for bish-
ops,” Ortega said during a televised speech to mark 
the 43rd anniversary of the Nicaraguan police’s 
establishment. 

The Catholic Church in Nicaragua has been under 
increasing government pressure since Ortega accused 
it of backing the protests against his government in 
2018. A crackdown against the demonstrators left 
hundreds dead. 

Ortega maintains the protests were part of a 
United States-backed opposition plot to unseat him, 
and accuses bishops of complicity. During his speech 
Wednesday, Ortega called out bishops and priests as 
working on behalf of “American imperialism.” 

“I would say to His Holiness the Pope, respectfully, to 

the Catholic authorities-I am Catholic-as a Christian, I 
don’t feel represented,” he said, referencing the 
Church’s “terrible history.” Ortega criticized subjects 
ranging from the Inquisition in Spain and South America 
to the abuse of Indigenous children in Canada. “We 
hear (the Church) talk about democracy,” he said, sug-
gesting that the faithful elect representatives to posi-
tions of Church leadership.  

 
Rising tensions  

Pope Francis, leader of the Catholic Church, earlier 
this month insisted on the importance of “never stop-
ping the dialogue” with Nicaragua. “There is a dia-
logue. We are talking with the government,” the pope 
said. “That does not mean that we approve of every-
thing the government does, or that we disapprove.” In 

his speech Wednesday, Ortega also criticized the US 
Assistant Secretary of State Brian Nichols, and the 
government of Chile, whose president Gabriel Boric 
recently criticized the Nicaraguan president for 
human rights violations. 

Earlier Wednesday, a diplomatic source said that 
Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Denis Moncada had 
notified European Union ambassador to Managua, 
Bettina Muscheidt, of her expulsion, though Ortega 
did not mention it in his speech. 

The EU and the United States have imposed sanc-
tions against Nicaraguan officials over the last four 
years, citing human rights violations. Strain between 
the Catholic Church and Nicaragua grew in March, 
when Managua expelled the Vatican’s ambassador to 
the country. —AFP 
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was starting to  
find his marks


