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French singer Kaaris

Britain’s Queen 
and the artists 
who captured her

Filmed, photographed and painted
from all angles over many decades,
Queen Elizabeth II sat for a string of

renowned British artists whose works
have been brought together in a new
exhibition. At the entrance to London’s
Quantus gallery, more used to showing
the works of street artists like Banksy or
Stony, a bronze bust of the queen who
died on September 8 welcomes visitors.

It is one of the centrepieces of
Majesty: A Tribute to the Queen which
features works by three artists who por-
trayed Elizabeth at different stages of
her life and through a range of mediums.
Frances Segelman did three sessions
with the monarch in 2007. “I didn’t want
to portray her like some artists do, they
distort things, they want to make a sen-
sation, and I didn’t want to do that,” she
told AFP.

Her sculpture was testament to
Elizabeth’s “solid, strong rock” like pres-
ence in British life. But meeting the queen
in person, she said, threw up some sur-
prises. There was “this wonderful woman
there, who I had looked at all my life and
she’s just sitting there, she’s just lovely,
talking about different things”. Segelman
was relieved that her subject proved so
friendly, but soon realized it was also pre-
venting her from concentrating.

‘Ma’m you don’t have to speak to me’ -
Worried about how to ask the queen to
stop talking, she eventually plucked up
the courage to tell her “Ma’am you don’t
have to speak to me, you can just relax if
you like”. The queen, however “just car-
ried on talking, it didn’t make any differ-
ence”, she recalled. The exhibition also
features artworks by Christian Furr, the
youngest artist to be commissioned to
paint an official portrait of the queen. “I

wanted to do something different, that
captured her personality, her liveliness,
her life, her humour, and also her human-
ity,” Furr said.

Although there was an “ordinariness”
to the queen, she was also “majestic”, he
said. Only 28 when she sat for him in
1995, he said he felt out of tune with the
nineties when so-called Britart - known
for its use of new materials and creative
processes - dominated the art scene. “I
was completely out of fashion. It was (all)
Britart when I created that painting. It was
completely anachronistic.” His portrait
stands in contrast to the black and white
works of Rob Munday, a holograms spe-
cialist, that create a 3D effect by combin-
ing several images of the same subject.

Entitled “Equanimity”, his main work,
produced with Chris Levine in 2004, has
become one of the most iconic images of
the queen. It has been featured on
stamps and banknotes and on the cover

of Time magazine in 2012 to mark the
queen’s diamond jubilee. From the front,
looking straight at the lens, the queen
appears dressed in black, wearing a
crown and white fur teamed with a string
of pearls. Moving around her, the viewer
can see different images of the monarch.

In the early 2000s “it was still very new
technology” that required the model to be
perfectly still, he said. The queen howev-
er was “very accommodating”. The
monarch was “very used” to sitting for
artists and so was in many ways the “per-
fect sitter”, he said. He was still slightly
nervous about her reaction to the final
result but need not have worried. “Of
course I was a bit worried about what she
is going to think about such a realistic
portrait, but she was fine with that,” he
recalled.— AFP 

French rapper Kaaris was released
late Wednesday after turning him-
self in for questioning over domes-

tic violence allegations by an ex-partner,
prosecutors told AFP Thursday.
Investigators in the Paris suburb of Evry
said that the probe would continue into
the alleged attack on Linda P., with
whom early French trap pioneer Kaaris
has a child.

The two were interviewed together for
eight hours starting on Wednesday after-
noon, the rapper ’s lawyers Yassine

Maharsi and Yassine Yakouti said. “We
questioned the accuser about her lies,”
Kaaris’s representatives added, saying
their client was “relaxed and satisfied”.
Linda P’s lawyers, Adrien Gabeaud and
Sema Akman, for their part said that
prosecutors would “doubtless summon
Kaaris before the criminal court”.

The rapper’s ex filed a criminal com-
plaint against him in July, prompting
Kaaris to lodge his own complaint for a
false report. Linda P said that the vio-
lence took place after Kaaris suddenly

began acting distant, which upset their
child. She discovered that he had moved
to a new house and went to find him
there, where she claims he kicked and
punched her in the garage, and tore out
her fingernails. Linda P said that she had
to use crutches and wore a splint on her
leg for two weeks afterwards.

Kaaris said in his counter-complaint
that she “conjured out of nothing the vio-
lent acts that she later reported to judi-
cial authorities”, adding that her aim was
to “exert a form of media, judicial and

financial pressure” on him. Kaaris, born
in Ivory Coast as Gnakouri Okou, has
been known for dark sounds and crude
lyrics on his solo albums since the
release of the successful and critically
acclaimed “Or Noir” in 2013. In recent
years, his feud with his former mentor
Booba has made headlines, including for
a 2018 brawl at a Paris airport that saw
both men sentenced to suspended jail
terms.— AFP 

Wearing a large hat protecting her
face from the sun’s rays in
Cameroon, 63-year-old Jeanne

now bitterly regrets using skin whitening
products after being diagnosed with skin
cancer. She is one of many women in
Cameroon who use the controversial prod-
ucts that have been banned after social
media outrage.

“I am embarrassed when people look at
me,” the trader in the capital of Yaounde
said, wishing to only use her first name.
After a lesion grew on her face over five
months, she went to a doctor who diag-
nosed her with one of the most common
skin cancers. Doctors told her the cancer is
linked to her use of skin lightening products
for 40 years. Jeanne, like millions world-
wide, used the products for more “desir-
able” lighter skin, an ideal pushed by the
beauty industry.

According to the Cameroon
Dermatology Society (Socaderm), nearly
30 percent of residents in the economic
capital Douala and a quarter of schoolgirls
used the products in 2019. For some like
20-year-old student Annette, the effects
can be harsh. She said she suffers from
red patches on her face, peeling skin and
also burns. “Under a strong sun, my face

became hot and I had to stop,” she said.
The products with names like “White now”
and “Super white”, are instantly recogniza-
ble on shop shelves by the fair-skinned
women on the packaging.

Dangerous chemicals 
The furore began in the summer after

social media users criticized opposition
MP Nourane Fotsing over her company
that sells the products, angry that an elect-
ed official would profit from them. Many of
the products have never been scientifically
tested and contain dangerous levels of
chemicals that inhibit the production of
melanin, a substance produced in the
body by exposure to the sun.

One of the chemicals is hydroquinone,
banned in the European Union since 2001
because of the risk of cancer and genetic
mutations. Cameroon’s health ministry on
August 19 banned the import, production
and distribution of cosmetic and personal
hygiene products containing dangerous

substances such as hydroquinone and
mercury. Hydroquinone is in fact one of
the most used in whitening products in
Cameroon, according to a 2019 study by
Yaounde I University.

‘Public health problem’ 
“We encounter patients complaining of

symptoms linked to skin depigmentation
every day,” Alain Patrice Meledie Ndjong,
a dermatologist at a hospital in Douala,
said. It is a “public health problem”.
According to the World Health
Organization, the products are commonly
used in many African, Asian and
Caribbean countries by both women and
men, and also among dark-skinned popu-
lations in Europe and North America.
Other skin whitening products include
potions, tablets and even injections. Some
of the substances, when ingested, can
cause diabetes, obesity, hypertension or
kidney or liver failure, warned Ndjong,
adding there was also a psychological

impact on individuals like “anxiety and
depression”.

Despite the horror stories, men and
women believe they will become more
beautiful after using the products. “Beauty
standards promoted by media, advertising
and marketing reinforce the bias that
lighter skin tone is more desirable than
darker skin tone.” Sociologist Achille
Pinghane Yonta of Yaounde University
offers blunter analysis of why the creams
remain popular.

“There is a desire” rooted “in our con-
sciences to want to look like” Western
populations, he said. “It’s a very old prac-
tice. It’s even said, in some parts of the
country, that a light-skinned woman’s
dowry is higher than that of a darker
woman.” But for Pascaline Mbida, she felt
the difference. “I noticed that men were
more attracted to women with lighter skin
and I had confirmation of this when I
whitened my skin, I had never got so
much attention,” Mbida said.

Black market 
But the cost put off Mbida, who is cur-

rently unemployed. She spent 30,000
Central African Francs (45 euros) per
month on the products. The mandatory
monthly minimum wage in Cameroon is
36,270 (55 euros). Since the ban, police
have launched raids, much to the chagrin
of the sector’s players who claim some
seizures don’t distinguish between the
products that are banned by the govern-
ment and those that are not. 

The WHO in 2019 said “the skin
lightening industry is one of the fastest
growing” worldwide and was estimated
to be worth $31.2 billion by 2024. The
cosmetic and personal hygiene market
grew in Cameroon by seven percent in
2020 and was worth 380 billion CFA
(around 580 million euros). Despite the
ban, there is a already a black market
for the products.— AFP 

A pedestrian walks past a hoarding advertising a skin-whitening cream on a street in Abidjan.
Many African countries including Ivory Coast have banned the use of skin-lightening products
because of health concerns. — AFP photos

An image of Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II is seen in the window of a high street store in
Edinburgh.— AFP 

A salesperson holds up skin whitening products in a boutique at the Marche de Marcory.

Coolio, the US rapper best known for
the chart-topping 1995 song
“Gangsta’s Paradise,” has died, his

manager said Wednesday. He was 59
years old. The Grammy-winning musician
passed away in Los Angeles. No cause of
death was immediately provided. Coolio’s
friend and long-standing manager Jarez
Posey confirmed the news to AFP without
providing additional details.

Posey told celebrity news website TMZ
that Coolio was found unresponsive in the
bathroom of a friend’s house on
Wednesday afternoon. Born Artis Leon
Ivey Jr on August 1, 1963 in Pennsylvania,
the artist spent most of his life in Compton,
California, attending community college
and working jobs including airport security
before finding success in rap.

Coolio began his music career in
California in the late 1980s, digging roots in
the Los Angeles scene by 1994 when he
signed to Tommy Boy Records. His single
“Fantastic Voyage” off his debut studio
album “It Takes a Thief” charted as high as
three on the Billboard Hot 100. But it was
“Gangsta’s Paradise” the following year
that would make Coolio a household
name. The rapper soared to global fame in
1995 when he released the song for the
soundtrack of the film “Dangerous Minds”
that starred Michelle Pfeiffer.

It was the year’s top single, and scored
Coolio a Grammy for best rap solo per-
formance for the track at the subsequent
awards gala. With a hook lifted from Stevie
Wonder’s 1976 track “Pastime Paradise”
off of that artist’s seminal “Songs In The
Key of Life,” the hit sold millions of copies
worldwide, topping pop charts in 16 coun-
tries. “Heartbroken to hear of the passing
of the gifted artist @coolio,” wrote Pfeiffer
on social media. “A life cut entirely too
short.” “30 years later I still get chills when I
hear the song.”

‘It wrote me’
In an interview more than a decade lat-

er with Britain’s “The Voice,” Coolio said he
had “no clue” that the song would go on to
endure for so many years. “I didn’t write
Gangsta’s Paradise-it wrote me,” he said.
“It was its own entity, out there in the spirit
world, trying to find its way to the world,
and it chose me as the vessel to come
through.” “I thought it was going to be a
hood record; I never thought it would cross
over the way that it did-to all ages, races,
genres, countries and generations.” He
never recreated the success of his signa-
ture track but later put out hits including “1,
2, 3, 4 (Sumpin’ New)” and “Too Hot.”

An enduring star of gangsta rap,
Coolio’s high-spirited music videos brought
him an increased following. He later pur-
sued an acting career, including nabbing a
part in 1997’s “Batman and Robin” and
making a number of television cameos
including on the hit 1990s show “The
Nanny.” The social media reaction to the
rapper’s death was one of shock, with
1990s rapper Vanilla Ice tweeting: “I’m
freaking out I just heard my good friend
Coolio passed away.” “Peaceful Journey
Brother. #Coolio,” wrote Questlove.— AFP 

Coolio, rapper behind 
hit ‘Gangsta’s Paradise,’ dies

French rapper Kaaris released in domestic violence probe

Coolio performs at 90sFEST Pop Culture and
Music Festival in this file photo in Brooklyn,
New York. — AFP 

A woman, who uses skin whitening cosmet-
ics, poses in Abidjan. 


