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Teams ‘reloading’ to dethrone  
Warriors as NBA champions

Sharp-shooter Curry aiming for his fifth championship
TOKYO: Stephen Curry said Thursday that 
NBA teams are “reloading” to dethrone the 
Golden State Warriors as champions, as they 
begin their pre-season preparations this week-
end in Japan. Sharp-shooter Curry is aiming for 
his fifth championship when the season gets 
underway next month, and he urged his 
Warriors teammates to “embrace” the target on 
their backs. 

“It’s very easy to stay motivated because you 
want to maintain this feeling for as long as you 
can,” Curry said in Tokyo, where the Warriors 
will play the Washington Wizards in two pre-
season games. “We also know that defending a 
championship is the hardest thing to do in our 
sport. Not many teams are able to do it and 
every team is reloading to beat you, so we have 
to embrace that and try to keep getting better.” 

The Warriors beat the Boston Celtics in last 
season’s NBA Finals to win the title for a sev-
enth time. Curry was named NBA Finals Most 
Valuable Player after a series of dazzling per-
formances to capture one of the few accolades 
previously missing from his resume. The 34-
year-old said he had managed to get some rest 

after a “crazy busy summer” and is itching for 
the new season to get started. 

“I’m looking to get into the routine of the 
season because that’s kind of my happy place, 
to try to be the best basketball player I can be 
and get ready for this year,” said Curry, a two-
time regular-season MVP. Friday’s game at 
Saitama Super Arena, north of Tokyo, will mark 
the first time that NBA teams have played pre-
season games overseas since the pandemic 
began. The Wizards, who did not reach the play-
offs last season, have Japanese star Rui 
Hachimura in their squad. 

Warriors head coach Steve Kerr warned that 
“nobody will play a ton of minutes”, but Curry 
promised to “put on a great show” for the 
Japanese fans. “It’s a special opportunity to 
embrace Japanese culture, the fans, to show 
appreciation for how the game of basketball, the 
NBA, has grown around the world,” he said. 
“Obviously it’s really early in our journey this 
season, our first pre-season games, but we’ll do 
our best to have fun with it, put on a great show 
and enjoy the atmosphere that will be in the 
arena.” —AFP

SAN FRANCISCO: Stephen Curry #30 of the Golden State Warriors poses with the four Larry O’Brien Championship 
Trophies that he has won with the Warriors during the Warriors Media Day in San Francisco, California.  —AFP

 

Bigger England  
Test fees could  
stop exodus  

 
LONDON: Exeter director of rugby Rob Baxter 
said Wednesday that higher England match fees 
could help stop players leaving the Premiership 
for bigger salaries abroad after Sam Simmonds 
agreed a move to Montpellier. The England back-
row forward, 27, will join the French champions 
after next year’s Rugby World Cup. 

He is expected to be available for the show-
piece tournament in France, but after that will 
be ineligible to represent England should the 
Rugby Football Union maintain its policy of 
refusing to select overseas-based players for 
international duty. There are those, including 
Saracens boss Mark McCall, who believe the 
departure of a leading Premiership player in 
the prime of his career to a foreign club has 
wider implications for the English game. 

Baxter, however, was philosophical over the 
impending exit of Simmonds, who has 14 caps 
for England and has also represented the 
British and Irish Lions. “It is not a negative 
when a player leaves you because someone 
wants them and can afford to pay them more 
than you can,” he said. “It is negative when you 
fall out and a person moves for no positive 
reason at all. It’s very rare that happens here. 
“Sam goes with our blessing for a great 
adventure, a great opportunity in France,” 
added Baxter. 

McCall though was particularly concerned 
by Simmonds’ desire to play club rugby in 
France while in his 20s. “I say that because 
Sam is 27, nearing his peak and is now making 
himself ineligible for England,” the Saracens 
boss said Tuesday. “I kind of understand 
someone who is early 30s doing it  after 
they’ve had their international career and want 
to experience something different. “But to start 
losing the best young talent in the Premiership, 
someone like Sam, is a worry.” 

 
Dire finances 

The dire finances of Premiership clubs - 
worsened by the coronavirus pandemic - 
resulted in a decision to reduce the salary 
cap to £5 million ($5.3 million) from £6.4 
million. The reduced wages make it more dif-
ficult  for English clubs to compete with 
wealthy sides in France and Japan. The fear is 
that other members of Eddie Jones’ Test 
squad will follow Simmonds overseas. The 
cap for Premiership clubs is due to return to 
£6.4 million for the 2024/25 season. Baxter 
added Wednesday: “Even in the £6.4 million 
cap, you could lose players, particularly to 
France. “I suppose with a £5 million cap, all 
of  a sudden the attraction of staying in 
England lessens a little bit because of the 
difference in the figures. 

“There is another argument that if England 
paid them more per game — that will cause 
some debate because England players are 
pretty well paid compared to some other 
nations - but that’s another way of bridging 
the gap. Players add up the whole package. 
“It’s a challenge, and something that is going 
to happen for a little bit. But it is not keeping 
me awake at night.” Baxter’s comments come 
after Premiership side Worcester were sus-
pended from all competitions and placed into 
administration this week. 

The club failed to meet a RFU deadline 
requesting proof of insurance cover and fund-
ing for the club’s monthly payroll. Worcester’s 
debts total more than £25 million but they are 
not the only one of the Premiership’s 13 clubs 
facing potential financial collapse. Wasps, 
twice European champions, announced last 
week their intention to appoint administrators. 
There are fears Worcester and Wasps repre-
sent the tip of an iceberg, with the collective 
debts of all Premiership clubs estimated at 
more than £500 million. —AFP

Pakistan thump  
England in T20I 

 
LAHORE: Prolific opener Mohammad 
Rizwan hit a fighting half-century before 
debutant all-rounder Aamer Jamal 
starred with the ball as Pakistan beat 
England by six runs in another last-over 
finish in the fifth T20 international in 
Lahore on Wednesday. Rizwan’s 46-ball 
63 was the cornerstone of Pakistan’s 145 
all out in 19 overs after express pacer 
Mark Wood grabbed 3-20 to derail the 
home team who were asked to bat first 
at Gaddafi Stadium. 

England’s stand-in skipper Moeen 
Ali smashed a brilliant undefeated 37-
ball 51, with four sixes and two fours, 
but failed to score the 15 needed off 
the final over as England managed 
139-7. Jamal kept his cool despite 
being hit for a six off the third ball, 
conceding just eight to give Pakistan a 
3-2 lead in the seven-match series. 
England won the first and third 
matches while Pakistan took the sec-
ond and fourth, all played in Karachi. 

Pakistan needed wickets to defend 
a below-par total and all six bowlers 
responded with at least a wicket each, 
with Haris Rauf grabbing 2-41. 

Openers Alex Hales (one) and Phil Salt 
(three) were gone by the fourth over 
before the dismissals of Ben Duckett 
(10) and Harry Brook (four) left 
England struggling at 54-4. Dawid 
Malan stopped the slide with a patient 
35-ball 36, studded with six bound-
aries, before Ali raised his team’s 
hopes of victory. But the asking rate 
climbed with 40 needed off the last 
three overs and 28 off the last two. 

Moeen reached his seventh T20I 
fifty off 35 balls. “I will give credit to 
the bowlers who defended a not-so-
big total,” said Pakistan skipper Babar 
Azam. “I think Jamal showed great 
character by bowling the last over and 
his confidence got him over the line.” 
Ali, meanwhile, said England should 
have chased down the target. 
“Disappointed we didn’t chase those 
runs, we’re a better team than that but 
we got strangled by the spinners in 
the middle overs,” said Ali, whose 
team had fallen three runs short in 
pursuit of 166 on Sunday. 

Earlier, Pakistan struggled against 
the pace of Wood. Wood-playing only 
his second international since an 
elbow injury in March followed by 
surgery-was ably assisted by Sam 
Curran (2-23) and David Willey (2-23) 
as Pakistan were dismissed in 19 

overs. Amid a middle-order collapse 
from 42-1, which saw Pakistan lose six 
wickets off 48 balls for just 58 runs, 
Rizwan held on with a defiant knock, 
his fourth fifty in five matches in this 
series. 

Wood dismissed Azam in the third 
over for nine before David Willey 
removed Shan Masood and Iftikhar 
Ahmed to derail Pakistan. Mohammad 

Nawaz (nought) and Shadab Khan 
(seven) fell to injudicious run outs to 
leave Pakistan tottering at 100-7. 
Rizwan completed his 20th T20I half-
century before hitting Curran straight 
into the hands of Adil Rashid at deep 
square-leg in the 18th over. Rizwan 
struck three sixes and two fours. The 
remaining matches are on Friday and 
Sunday, also in Lahore. —AFP

LAHORE: Pakistan’s wicketkeeper Mohammad Rizwan plays a shot during the fifth 
Twenty20 international cricket match between Pakistan and England at the Gaddafi 
Cricket Stadium in Lahore on September 28, 2022.  —AFP

Pitch surprise as  
India down SA in  
T20 opener 

 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Fast bowler 
Arshdeep Singh rattled the opposition batting on a 
seaming pitch to set up India’s eight-wicket win 
over South Africa (SA) in their opening Twenty20 
international on Wednesday. South Africa recov-
ered from 9-5 in 2.3 overs to post 106-8 after India 
elected to field first at the start of the three-match 
series in Thiruvananthapuram. 

Arshdeep, a left-arm quick, returned figures of 
3-32 and fellow pace bowler Deepak Chahar took 
two wickets on an unusually bowler-friendly track 
in India. India lost skipper Rohit Sharma for a duck 
and star batsman Virat Kohli for three before the 
hosts achieved their target with 20 balls to spare 
and take a 1-0 lead. KL Rahul (51) and Suryakumar 
Yadav (50) put on an unbeaten 93-run partnership 
to complete the chase as India move into their final 
two matches ahead of the T20 World Cup starting 
next month in Australia. 

“We have played in a few difficult conditions like 
these but I haven’t got runs in those, so this was 

hard work,” Rahul said after hitting the winning six. 
“Ice baths and wickets like these is not something 
we enjoy, but we have to do it sometimes.” Rohit 
expressed surprised with the nature of the pitch and 
said, “We knew there will be something for the 
bowlers, but not through the 20 overs we bowled.” 
New-ball bowlers Chahar and Arshdeep made it 
count after India lost pace spearhead Jasprit 
Bumrah to “back pain” before the start of the match. 

 
Suryakumar blitz  

Number eight Keshav Maharaj hit 41 off 35 balls 
to help South Africa bat the full 20 overs and add 
some respectability to their meagre total. Chahar 
bowled skipper Temba Bavuma for a fourth-ball 
duck and fellow opener Quinton de Kock dragged a 
delivery on to his stumps from left-arm quick 
Arshdeep. 

The Proteas slipped further into trouble when 
Arshdeep had Rilee Rossouw caught behind for 
nought and then bowled David Miller the next ball. 
It was South Africa’s worst-ever start to a T20 
international when Tristan Stubbs fell to Chahar in 
the third over. Aiden Markram (25) Wayne Parnell 
(24) put together 33 runs for the sixth wicket to 
slow India’s momentum. 

Markram smashed three fours and one six 
before being trapped lbw by Harshal Patel as India 
successfully reviewed the on-field umpire’s initial 

decision. Parnell fell in the 16th over but Maharaj 
stood firm before his knock ended in the final over 
as Patel picked up his second wicket. “We didn’t 
expect that (pitch), we practiced here two days, 
ago,” said Bavuma. “We saw the wicket was spicy, 
but we didn’t expect it like that. You expected to hit 
through the line coming to India.” —AFP 

India’s Arshdeep Singh

USA face Canada in  
women’s basketball  
World Cup semis 

 
SYDNEY: Connecticut Sun forward Alyssa 
Thomas nailed 13 points, 14 rebounds and 
seven assists as an all-conquering United 
States close in on an 11th title after setting up 
a women’s basketball World Cup semi-final 
against Canada Thursday. Guard Kelsey 
Plum added a game-high 17 points in a 88-
55 pummeling of Serbia, with the three-time 
defending champions strong on both offence 
and defense.  

They will meet Canada in Sydney on 
Friday after the world number four swept 
past Puerto Rico 79-60 in their bid for a 
first medal since capturing bronze in 1986. 
An impressive China battled past Olympic 
bronze medalists France 85-71 to make 
their first semi-final in 28 years and will face 
either hosts Australia-the beaten 2018 final-

ists-or Belgium in the other semi-final. The 
US victory made it a 10th consecutive 
World Cup that the Americans have gone 
undefeated before the last four, with coach 
Cheryl Reeve content despite a slow start, 
when they trailed for the first time all tour-
nament. “I thought Serbia executed their 
game plan and took us out of one of our 
largest identities in pool play, and that was 
scoring in the paint,” she said. “But overall, I 
thought our response was really good. 
Once we got out of the first quarter, we 
adjusted a little bit and we found success ... 
I thought our defense was really hard to 
play against.” 

Little separated the two sides in the first 
frame, with the US taking a narrow 25-23 
lead, shooting 57 percent to Serbia’s 48 
percent. The US has been brutal in punish-
ing errors, and they stepped up a gear to 
dominate around the board, building a 50-
33 half-time lead on the back of a 12-0 run. 
Serbia, ranked 10, was shooting just 30 
percent from the field and were held to 

only seven points in the third quarter, going 
more than eight minutes without scoring, 
before the Americans put another 22 points 
past them in the fourth to romp home. 

 
Identity 

“Serbia really tested us, they played 
super physical, more physical than we have 
seen all tournament,” said Plum. “I felt early 
on their pressure bothered us, but we were 
able to get it under control.” It was never 
going to be easy for the Serbs, with the US 
on a 28-game unbeaten streak, their 
longest since winning 26 from 1994-2006. 
They will next meet a young Canadian 
team rejuvenated under coach Victor 
Lapena, coming through the group phase 
with just one narrow defeat, against 
Australia. 

They were too strong for Puerto Rico, 
racing to a 21-11 first-quarter lead then 
putting on another 18 points by half-time, 
successfully blunting the threat posed by 
dangerwoman Arella Guirantes. The Puerto 

Ricans improved their defense and shoot-
ing percentage to come out on top of the 
third quarter as Guirantes got into her 
stride, ending with a game-high 19 points. 
But it proved too little too late. “This is a 
great accomplishment for Canadian bas-
ketball,” said Kia Nurse, who downed 17 
points. —AFP 

Connecticut Sun forward Alyssa Thomas 


