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TORONTO: New York Yankees slugger Aaron Judge 
blasted his 61st home run of the season on Wednesday to 
equal the legendary Roger Maris’s longstanding American 
League record. Judge, who has been motoring towards 
Maris’s record all season, had been stuck on 60 home runs 
after failing to homer in seven straight games and 33 at bats. 
But the 30-year-old power-hitter ended his drought in 
spectacular fashion on Wednesday, crushing a 394-foot 
two-run homer on a 3-2 count from Toronto pitcher Tim 
Mayza in the seventh inning to give New York a 5-3 lead. 

Judge’s record-equaling blast brought the Rogers 
Centre crowd to its feet for a rousing ovation as Yankees 
players gathered at home plate to congratulate the right 
fielder as he rounded the bases. “I was just trying to start a 
rally and get something going,” Judge said afterwards. 
“Luckily I got a pitch over the plate and was able to put a 
good swing on it. 

“I was hoping it got over the fence. I didn’t know at first. 
It’s an incredible honor. There’s a lot of emotions. It took me a 
bit longer than I wanted it to. But it’s something pretty spe-
cial.” Judge added that he had been taken aback to be greet-
ed by his teammates at home plate. “I wasn’t expecting it,” 
Judge said after the Yankees 8-3 victory. “You never know 
what the guys are going to do. “But seeing the love from my 
teammates, who I show up to work with every single day, to 
be able to share that moment with them is tough to describe.” 

 
‘Love these moments’  

“I’m playing a kids’ game. I love these moments. Those 

are the moments you live for,” Judge said. Yankees legend 
Maris - whose son Roger Maris Jr was on hand to witness 
Judge’s homer - set his single season American League 
record of 61 home runs in the 1961 season. That record 
stood as the best single season home record tally for all of 
Major League Baseball before it was surpassed multiple 
times by Sammy Sosa and Mark McGwire during baseball’s 
notorious steroid era in the late 1990s. Barry Bonds, who 
was also heavily implicated in the infamous BALCO drug 
scandal, holds the outright single season record of 73 home 
runs set in 2001. 

Yankees manager Aaron Boone believes that Judge’s 
achievements this season rank above the benchmarks set by 
the likes of Sosa, McGwire and Bonds. “I think it puts it a 
notch above,” Boone said of Judge’s achievement last week. 
“It’s right there with some of the best very short list of all-
time seasons. I go back to the context of the season, and 
the more I look at it and dive into it, it’s got to be an all-time 
great season.” 

Judge, meanwhile, has distanced himself from sugges-
tions that his homer tally deserves to be recognized as the 
“real” all-time record given the asterisk against the steroid-
era totals of Sosa, McGwire and Bonds. “73 is the record in 
my book,” Judge said in a recent interview with Sports 
Illustrated. “No matter what people want to say about that 
era of baseball, for me, they went out there and hit 73 
homers and that to me is what the record is,” added Judge, 
who grew up in Northern California as a fan of Bonds and 
the Giants. —AFP

All rise! Yankees’ slugger blasts  
61st homer to equal Maris record

30-year-old power-hitter ends his drought in spectacular fashion

PSG host ambitious  
Nice as stars return  
to Ligue 1 action 

 
PARIS: Ligue 1 leaders Paris Saint-Germain wel-
come Nice to the Parc des Princes on Saturday as 
coach Christophe Galtier faces his former club for 
the first time since moving to the capital. PSG failed 
to score in three meetings with Nice last season, 
including during their surprise French Cup exit, but 
have been finding the net for fun this term. The front 
three of Kylian Mbappe, Neymar and Lionel Messi 
have 27 goals between them already this campaign 
and all of the trio also scored for their countries 
during the recent international break. 

Despite a flying start to their Ligue 1 title 
defense with seven wins and one draw, Galtier’s men 
only boast a two-point lead over rivals Marseille. 
The southerners could take top spot on Friday when 
they visit Angers. PSG will be hoping for a routine 
victory ahead of their top-of-the-table Group H 
clash at Benfica in the Champions League on 
Wednesday. 

Nice, backed by British billionaire Jim Ratcliffe, 
were expecting to challenge for the top three this 
season after a transfer window which saw Kasper 
Schmeichel, Aaron Ramsey and Ross Barkley among 
the players to arrive at the Allianz Riviera. But under 
new coach Lucien Favre, in his second spell in 
charge, the ambitious club have mustered just two 
wins in eight matches and sit only two points clear 
of the relegation zone. Marseille, meanwhile, have 
prospered under new boss Igor Tudor and remain 
unbeaten. 

Alexis Sanchez has scored four goals in seven 
league appearances since his move from Inter 

Milan and on-loan Arsenal player Nuno Tavares 
has netted three times from full-back. OM, with-
out a French league title since 2010, have given 
themselves an outside chance of stunning PSG 
and going one better than last season’s runner-up 
finish. Elsewhere this weekend, third-placed 
Lorient bid for a fifth successive win when they 
host Lille on Sunday. Lens will put their unbeaten 
record on the line against a Lyon side looking to 
avoid a fourth straight defeat following a strong 
start to the season. 

Polish goalkeeper Bulka was given the nod for 
Nice’s last Ligue 1 game before the international 
break, a 1-0 loss to Angers, in place of summer sign-
ing Schmeichel. French media reports claimed for-
mer Leicester ‘keeper Schmeichel had unsettled the 
dressing room since joining. The best moment of 
Bulka’s career to date came against Saturday’s 
opponents PSG in last season’s French Cup while on 
loan from the capital giants. He saved two penalties 
in a shoot-out to help dump out the holders in the 
last 16. —AFP

Gamers to bid  
farewell to FIFA  
franchise 

 
PARIS: One of the biggest franchises in video 
game history is coming to an end on Friday with 
the release of FIFA 23, the final installment of a 
football game that has entranced millions of fans 
for the past three decades. US game maker 
Electronic Arts (EA) and global football body 
FIFA spent months negotiating over the licens-
ing agreement that has underpinned the game 
since its first edition in 1993. 

But they confirmed the split in May when 
FIFA said it would be seeking other partners 
and EA said it would rebrand its game as “EA 
Sports FC” from next year. For the final version, 
EA has included women’s club teams for the 
f irst  t ime-though only from England and 
France-several years after it introduced women 
players. Australian superstar Sam Kerr, who 
plays in the English league, is on the game’s 
cover along with French World Cup winner 
Kylian Mbappe. 

“It is-and remains-one of the most popular 
franchises in all of gaming,” said Tom Wijman of 
Newzoo, a firm that analyses data on the indus-
try. The decoupling is risky for both EA and 
FIFA, with neither guaranteed success from 
their new ventures. But analysts say EA is in a 
stronger position after spending 30 years 
developing and marketing the game. The firm 
said last year that FIFA had sold more than 325 
million copies over its three decades-reportedly 
generating more than $20 billion in sales. 

 
‘Out on a high’  

Gamers were less bothered about the corpo-
rate fallout and just wanted to play the latest 
version of the game. Professional eSports play-
ers-some of whom earn hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for playing the game-queued up to 
livestream their first attempts. “One of my 
favourite videos ever,” tweeted Donovan Hunt, 
one of the most successful eSports players, 
linking to a YouTube video of his first try. 

Swedish gamer Olle Arbin livestreamed his 
first attempt for 12 hours on Wednesday. 
Reviewers have been impressed by the game’s 
improvements in graphics since the last edition, 
and praised additional features such as a “power 
shot” for giving gameplay another dimension. 
“FIFA 23 sees the series bow out on a high, and 
provides encouraging signs for the debut of EA 
Sports FC this time next year,” wrote Ben Wilson 
on the specialist site GamesRadar. —AFP 

Arsenal and PSG book 
Women’s Champions  
League group stage 

 
PARIS: Dutch international striker Vivianne Miedema scored 
the only goal as Arsenal reached the Women’s Champions 
League group stages with a 1-0 win over Ajax on Wednesday. 
The 26-year-old Miedema found the net with a 20-yard strike 
in the 51st minute in the Netherlands to secure a 3-2 aggre-
gate win after the first leg of their qualifier had ended 2-2. 
Arsenal, whose only Champions League title came in 2007, 
join already-qualified holders and eight-time winners Lyon, 
Barcelona, Chelsea and Wolfsburg in the group stage. 

Also going through on Wednesday were Paris Saint-
Germain who claimed a 2-0 win at Swedish club Hacken in 
Gothenburg for a 4-1 aggregate win. Lieke Martens and 
Kadidiatou Diani scored second-half goals for the French 
side who have twice been runners-up in the competition. 
Both Martens and Diani had also been on the scoresheet in 
the first leg. 

Real Madrid, who made the quarter-finals last season, 
booked their place with a 2-1 win over Rosenborg for a 5-1 
aggregate win. Madrid fell behind on the night after just 
eight minutes when Emilie Nautnes scored. However, 
Caroline Weir, who scored twice against former club 
Manchester City in the previous round, pulled the Spaniards 
level on 48 minutes with Athenea del Castillo hitting the win-
ner just after the hour mark. 

Slavia Prague became the first Czech team to reach the 
group stage after edging out Valur of Iceland 1-0 after a 

goalless first leg. Vllaznia also broke new ground when they 
became the first Albanian club to reach the last 16 of any 
UEFA competition since the KF Tirana men’s team in the 
1989-90 European Cup. Gresa Berisha was the star for the 
Albanians with a spectacular half-volley two minutes from 
time ensuring a 2-1 win over Vorskla-Kharkiv of Ukraine and 
3-2 victory on aggregate. 

Sara Bjork Gunnarsdottir scored for her fifth different 
club in the competition as Juventus defeated Koge of 
Denmark 3-1. Benfica saw off Glasgow Rangers 2-1 after 
extra-time for a 5-3 aggregate triumph. Emma Watson, just 
16, had pulled Rangers level in the tie with an 87th-minute 
strike but Cloe Lacasse and Jessica Silva sent the 
Portuguese side through with goals in extra-time. The draw 
for the group stage takes place at UEFA headquarters in 
Nyon, Switzerland on Monday with 16 teams divided into 
four pools. —AFP 

TORONTO: Aaron Judge #99 of the New York Yankees celebrates with Oswaldo Cabrera #95 after he hits his 61st home run 
of the season in the seventh inning against the Toronto Blue Jays at Rogers Centre on September 28, 2022. —AFP

DECINES-CHARPIEU: Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe (bottom) and Lyon’s Argentinean defender 
Nicolas Tagliafico (left) fight for the ball during the French L1 football match in this file photo. —AFP


