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Manila suspends accreditation 

MANILA: The Philippine government has sus-
pended the accreditation of foreign recruitment 
agencies in Kuwait following the brutal killing 
of Filipina domestic helper Jullebee Ranara, the 
Manila-based Philstar reported. Kuwait-based 
Migrant Workers Office officer-in-charge 
Catherine Duladul announced new regulations 
for the process of accreditation, job orders and 
employment contracts by foreign recruitment 
agencies, effective Jan 29. Only foreign recruit-
ment agencies with a clean record or those 
without residents at shelters and no requests 
for assistance will be allowed to submit applica-
tions for processing, according to Duladul.

7

Kuwait’s flag flutters high
KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti flag-hoisting 
ceremony took place at Bayan Palace 
on Wednesday under the patronage of 
HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, in presence of his 
representative, HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah. National Assembly Speak-
er Ahmad Abdulaziz Al-Saadoun, HH 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and se-
nior state officials attended the event.

The motorcade of HH the Amir’s 
representative arrived at the venue 
and was given a 21-gun salute and 
warm welcome by the personnel of 
the army, police and National Guard. 
HH the Amir’s representative then 
hoisted the flag and the national an-
them was played.

Later on Wednesday, HH the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf received a cable of con-
gratulation from HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal on the flag-hoisting 
ceremony. The ceremony, held un-
der the motto of “dignity and pride”, 
commenced celebrations marking the 
62nd National Day and 32nd Libera-
tion Day. In his cable, HH the Crown 
Prince said: “Your Highness Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-

bah, I had the honor to attend the 
flag-hoisting ceremony at Bayan Pal-
ace under your patronage to kick off 
the celebrations of the 62nd National 
Day and the 32nd Liberation Day. 

“It’s my pleasure to express sin-
cere congratulations to Your High-
ness and express the best wishes for 
the sons of our dear homeland and 
the residents living on its land. We 
recall, in dignity and pride, the self-
less sacrifices offered by our daunt-
less martyrs for the sake of the dear 
homeland. We pray to Almighty Al-
lah to bestow His mercy upon their 
souls and lodge them in Paradise.” 
HH the Crown Prince wished HH 
the Amir everlasting wellbeing, and 
the homeland more prosperity and 
progress under the wise leadership 
of HH the Amir. 

HH the Amir sent a reply cable to 
HH the Crown Prince to thank him for 
his sincere sentiments on his nation-
al occasion. Recalling the sacrifices 
of martyrs, he said they will remain 
in the memory of the homeland and 
prayed to Almighty Allah to have 
mercy on their souls. HH the Amir 
expressed his best wishes for the 
homeland. — KUNA

Amir patronizes flag-hoisting ceremony in Crown Prince’s presence

KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah kisses the national flag during a flag-hoisting ceremony KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah kisses the national flag during a flag-hoisting ceremony 
at Bayan Palace on Feb 1, 2023. — KUNA at Bayan Palace on Feb 1, 2023. — KUNA 

GCC chief thanks leaders

RIYADH: The new Secretary-General of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council Jasem Al-Budaiwi 
expressed his deepest thanks and gratitude to 
the leaders of GCC countries for their great 
confidence in him to helm of the GCC General 
Secretariat. Budaiwi started his duties as Sec-
retary-General of the GCC on Feb 1. — KUNA 

KCCI attacks hurt private sector

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) Mohammad 
Al-Sager said that the chamber is under an “un-
justifiable and fierce attack launched in a clear 
attempt to undermine its role in supporting the 
private sector”. He added $2 billion in claims 
have been subjected to commercial arbitration 
at the chamber. (See Page 9)

Kuwait launches
bivalent COVID jab

KUWAIT: The interior ministry holds mock exercises at the special forces KUWAIT: The interior ministry holds mock exercises at the special forces 
headquarters in Sulaibiya on Feb 1, 2023. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyatheadquarters in Sulaibiya on Feb 1, 2023. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Security forces
hone skills in
combat drills
By Khaled Al-Abdulhadi

KUWAIT: The interior ministry held 
a mock drill titled “Decisive Deter-
rence 6” on Wednesday at the spe-
cial forces headquarters in Sulaibiya 
in the presence of Interior Minister 
Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-Sabah 
and senior officials. “Servicemen in 
the special forces are an important 
example of sacrifice. We aim to de-

ter any attempts that may destabilize 
national security. The special train-
ing has intensive technical challenges 
that increase coordination and cohe-
siveness,” the special forces said.

The training allows servicemen 
to boost skills related to quick re-
sponse, leadership, coordination 
between team, and upgrading de-
terrent services. A video presen-
tation included an overview of the 
training, including paratrooping 
techniques and violent situations 
faced by special forces. The exer-
cises replicated chaotic events and 
assaults on important institutions, as 
servicemen used strategic position-
ing and movement to stop terrorist 
attacks. (See Page 2)

Half a million
strike in UK
as crisis bites
LONDON: Half a million people 
stopped work over pay in Britain on 
Wednesday leaving transport net-
works paralyzed and thousands of 
classrooms empty in the largest walk-
out in over a decade. As Europe battles 
a cost-of-living crisis, Britain’s umbrel-
la labor organization the Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) called it the “biggest 
day of strike action since 2011”.

The latest round of stoppages 

comes a day after more than 1.27 mil-
lion took to the streets in France, in-
creasing pressure on the French gov-
ernment over pension reform plans. 
British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has 
called for pay rises to be “reasonable” 
and affordable”, warning that big pay 
hikes would jeopardise attempts to 
tame inflation.

But unions have accused millionaire 
Sunak of being out of touch with the 
challenges faced by ordinary working 
people struggling to make ends meet 
in the face of low-paid, insecure work 
and spiraling costs. Teachers and train 
drivers were among the latest groups 
to act, as well as Border Force staff at 
UK air and seaports. 

Continued on Page 6
LONDON: Teachers hold placards and flags while shouting slogans during LONDON: Teachers hold placards and flags while shouting slogans during 
a protest on Feb 1, 2023, as part of a national strike day. — AFP a protest on Feb 1, 2023, as part of a national strike day. — AFP 

KUWAIT: The ministry of health launched a bivalent 
COVID-19 vaccination for individuals 18 years of age 
and older at 15 medical centers from Wednesday. The 
bivalent COVID-19 vaccines are boosters that aim at 
providing better protection against the original coro-

navirus strain and a component of the Omicron variant, 
the ministry said in a press statement. People can get 
vaccinated with the new booster at least a couple of 
months after the last vaccine dose, be it the second shot 
or the booster, regardless of the type of vaccine, the 
ministry added.

The bivalent booster is primarily intended to pro-
vide broad protection against existing virus variants in 
general and the Omicron strain in particular, and boost 
the effectiveness of previous shots, it noted.  

The vaccination centers are: Sheikha Al-Sabah Clin-

ic in Shamiya, Jassem Al-Wazzan Clinic in Mansouriya 
and Jaber Al-Ahmad Clinic 1 in the Capital health zone; 
Salwa Specialized Clinic, Mahmoud Hajji Haidar Clinic 
and Rumaithiya Clinic in Hawally health zone; Omar-
iya Clinic, Abdullah Al-Mubarak Clinic and Al-Anda-
lus Clinic in Farwaniya health zone; Fintas Specialized 
Clinic and Fahaheel Specialized Clinic in Ahmadi health 
zone; Al-Adan Specialized Clinic in Mubarak Al-Ka-
beer health zone;  Al-Naeem Clinic and Al-Oyoun 
Clinic in Jahra health zone; Jleeb Youth Center and Ab-
dulrahman Al-Zaid Clinic in West Mishref. — KUNA


