
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s six governorates commenced
Wednesday flag-raising ceremonies in celebration
of 62nd National Day and 32nd Liberation Day.
Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Mishal Al-Jaber Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah spoke to KUNA saying that
flag-raising ceremonies are a symbol of renewing
vows to continue down the road forefathers forged. 

On his part, Al-Jahra Governor Nasser Al-Hajraf
said that the National and Liberation days are an
opportunity to recall the achievements Kuwait had
accomplished over the years whether on local or
international fronts. Governor of Mubarak Al-
Kabeer retired Major General Mahmoud Bushehri
stated that such ceremonies reinvigorate a sense of
belonging and loyalty to this country. 

As for Al-Ahmadi Governor Sheikh Fawaz
Khaled Al-Sabah, he mentioned, during his speech,
that the sacrifices of ancestors are what made
Kuwait a country to be proud of, wishing the state
further peace, prosperity and security under the
wise guidance of its leadership. Governor of
Hawally and Al-Asimah acting governor Ali Al-Asfar
gave a speech in which he spoke of the meaningful
sentiments this ceremony sparks, adding that its
significance lies in reinforcing the unification and
solidarity of the people. 

All the governors congratulated His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and the people of

Kuwait on this joyous occasion. A host of govern-
ment officials attended the event alongside a num-
ber of families. Hawally and Asimah governor hoist-
ed the flag signifying the beginning of 2023
National Day celebrations. —KUNA

Thursday, February 2, 2023

3
L o c a l

Established 1961 

In the last two decades, a new phenomenon
called the Anglo-Arab alphabet (Arabizi)
has spread throughout the Arab world and

reached Arabs all around the world through
smartphones and social media of many (if not
all) age groups, especially the youth. 

This modern alphabet uses English num-
bers and letters to write Arabic words and
sentences and started appearing in the late
’90s, when the devices that were newly
invented at that time did not have the tech-
nological capacity for the Arabic alphabet. At
that t ime, the use of this language was
understandable, but now, with the technolog-
ical advancements we have today, the ques-
tion of why this alphabet is still being used
must be asked. 

At the time this alphabet began to expand,
the term “global village” was hard to believe
and denied by many of the older generation,
as each identity wanted to take care of its
uniqueness and independence. But today, as
the wave of globalization brushes past every
country on this planet, and especially intellec-
tual globalization, the world has truly been
reshaped to that of a global village.

There is no doubt that this intellectual tidal
wave of globalization has a strong impact on
the Arab world, especially in countries like
Kuwait, where students who go to non-Arabic
schools represent almost 20 percent of the
population, while English is a mandatory sub-
ject in school. Thus, because language is noth-
ing but a cradle of its speaker’s mentality, way
of thinking, identity, costumes and traditions,
the reshaping of our language has evidently
altered our mentality and identity, which is a
double-edged sword. 

In my humble opinion, with the strong role
globalization plays, as well as the power of
media that has witnessed its strongest period
in history because of social media and
because of the weak Arabic language syllabus
in schools which makes it difficult to love or
enjoy the Arabic language, the youth are now
holding on to the English language like never
before. Not only are they doing that, but they
are incorporating it into different languages
such as Arabic so it can match the global sim-
plicity of the modern world even more. 

Now, the incorporation of different ideas
into any society is key for it to progress, and
the development of language cannot happen
unless new variables are introduced, but the
issue arises when the language does not
match its identity anymore, as Arabizi sounds
like Arabic but nowhere in the Arabic lan-
guage does the number three have a meaning
other than the number three! 

In addition to that, because there are very
minor components of modern societies that
have not been drastically changed due to
globalization, it is important, rather vital, to
hold on to the Arabic language and the sym-
bolism it holds. Whether this is through
restructuring the Arabic syllabus to attract
students rather than repel them, or by making
sure every young family is raising their kids to
value, appreciate and almost sanctify their
language, which at the end of the day is their
identity!
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Kuwait governorates hoist flag, 
kick start national celebrations 

National Days an occasion to recall Kuwait’s accomplishments

KUWAIT: Ahmadi Governor during the celebrations. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat and Fouad Al-Shaikh.

Sheikh Mishal Al-Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah with the national flag.

Mubarak Al-Kabeer celebration. Celebration at Capital governorate.

Dignitaries attend the celebration at Jahra governorate.Children wave flags on the occasion during the celebrations at Ahmadi governorate.

Jahra Governor Nasser Al-Hajraf raising the flag.

Flag-hoisting at Hawally governorate.

Ahmadi Governor with the national flag.

Surgeons Society
members meet
health minister
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Members of Kuwait
Surgeons Society met Health
Minister Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi and
explained its role in all surgical proj-
ects in the country and its vision for
the future to support surgeons in all
specialties in the field of education
and training. The society was repre-
sented by President Dr Shihab Akrof,
Secretary Dr Khalid Al-Yaqout, Vice
President Dr Suleiman Al-Mazidi,
and board members Dr Suad Abul

and Dr Ayoub Dikson.
The society presented its propos-

als to Dr Awadhi, including adopting
and approving the new recommenda-
tions for bariatric operations by the
American Society for Metabolic and
Bariatric Surgery (ASMBS) and
International Federation for the
Surgery of Obesity and Metabolic
Disorders (IFSO), and have a repre-
sentative from the society in any com-
mittee formed to discuss this subject.

The society lauded the govern-
ment’s role to approve allowing public
sector employees to also work in the
private sector, and asked the minister
to make a preemptive move to cancel
the decision that deducts the special-
ty and rare specialty allowance in
case a doctor wants to work in the
private sector, and also not deduct

any allowances if the doctor works in
the private sector.

The society also asked to have a

representative in meetings regarding
the discussion of work mechanisms in
any surgical specialties.

KUWAIT: Members of Kuwait Surgeons Society with Health Minister Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi.


