
Thursday, February 2, 2023

F e a t u r e s

Established 1961 13
L i f e s t y l e

Gliding stealthily through Norway’s
frigid Arctic waters, world champi-
on freediver Arthur Guerin-Boeri

defies the glacial temperatures and dark-
ness to rub shoulders with one of the
most fearsome sea predators-killer
whales. A fin emerges from the gloomy
depths off the island of Spildra in the
Scandinavian country’s far north. The

glimpse is all Guerin-Boeri was waiting
for. The Frenchman is a holder of multiple
world records in freediving under ice, but
he hopes to push the perception of freed-
iving beyond sport and performance.

The Frenchman takes a deep breath
and plunges more than 15 meters (49

feet) through the icy waters of
Kvaenangen Fjord to watch the whales,
which come to the area to hunt herring.
“I’m in the water next to two super-preda-
tors that accept me. It’s majestic,” the 38-
year-old told AFP after his first such dive
with the mammals. “They move in a syn-
chronized way, in a kind of ballet. I’d like
to follow them but it’s impossible, they

move too fast and rapidly leave me
behind,” he added.

Guerin-Boeri prepares for his dives
beside a fire as he shelters from the
unforgiving weather in a traditional
Norwegian hut made from wood and cov-
ered with earth and grass. Guerin-Boeri,

a five-time world champion in the dynam-
ic apnea category of competitive freediv-
ing, can swim more than 100 metres
underwater and hold his breath for sever-
al minutes. On this dive, his main goal
was simply to contemplate an awe-inspir-
ing creature and pursue “the excitement
of making a discovery”. The dives, he
said, are “about 30 seconds, no more.”

‘Unforgettable’ 
He spent a week diving from snowy

Spildra, a tiny island above the Arctic
Circle, but a violent storm delayed his
quest to meet the killer whales by several
days. Despite the poor visibility and the
Arctic winds that push the temperature of
the sea water below freezing, Guerin-
Boeri said the dives were an “unforget-
table memory”. “In this environment, you
forget the fatigue, the cold, the apprehen-
sion. And when I reach the surface to
breathe again, there are ice-covered cliffs
around me... you’re surrounded by beau-
ty,” he said.

“I want to return to the essence of free-
diving: the exploration of the undersea
world, making discoveries, and I have
been given a treat,” he enthused-so
much so that he is already planning to
return to Spildra next winter. — AFP

Flat owners 
overlooked by 
Tate Modern win 
privacy appeal

Owners of luxury flats in London on
Wednesday won a legal battle to
force the adjacent Tate Modern

gallery to stop visitors peeping into their
homes from a public viewing platform.
The Supreme Court announced that by a
majority of three to two judges had
agreed their appeal due to “intense visual
intrusion”, after they lost at earlier hear-
ings. The Tate Modern is a popular free
gallery showing contemporary art in a for-
mer power station on the south bank of
The River Thames.

In 2016 it opened an extension called
the Blavatnik Building which includes a
viewing gallery on the top 10th floor.
Residents of residential block NEO
Bankside found their mainly glass-walled
flats to be just 34 meters (112 feet) away,
and their interiors eyed and pho-
tographed by curious visitors.

Five flat owners took their fight to
the courts, arguing that this amounted
to a nuisance, and seeking an injunc-
tion requiring the Tate to prevent visi-

tors from seeing their flats from the
viewing platform or award damages.
They lost their case in 2019 and a fur-
ther appeal in 2020, before victory at
the Supreme Court.

In a 96-page judgment, judge George
Leggatt said that hundreds of thousands
per year could see into the flats, “much
like being on display in a zoo”. He said a
further High Court hearing would decide
what remedial measures would be
required from the Tate. Tate Modern in a
statement emailed to AFP thanked the
court for “their careful consideration of
this matter,” adding that because the
case was going back to the High Court,
“we cannot comment further”.

The judge said one of the flat owners
no longer lived there and another had
sold his lease. The viewing platform is
currently closed. In 2019, a British
teenager threw a six-year-old French boy
off it onto a fifth-floor balcony, causing
life-changing injuries. The residents lost
their case in 2019 when a judge found
that being overlooked did not amount to a
nuisance, saying it was reasonable for
Tate Modern to create the viewing gallery
and the residents chose to live in flats
with glass walls and could use curtains or
blinds. The residents then lost an appeal,
when judges ruled again that being over-
looked was not a nuisance. — AFP

Elvis Presley’s
widow disputes
late daughter’s will

Elvis Presley’s widow Priscilla has
disputed their late daughter’s will,
claiming that an amendment which

would remove her as a trustee is invalid,
court documents show. Lisa Marie
Presley died suddenly in Los Angeles
earlier this month from cardiac arrest at
the age of 54. According to court docu-
ments, Lisa Marie had in 2010 named her
mother Priscilla and former business
manager Barry Siegel as co-trustees of
her estate, both during her lifetime and in
the event of her death.

But Lisa Marie appears to have
amended that plan in 2016 to remove
them, and to declare that her older chil-
dren Riley and Benjamin Keough should
inherit the trust in the event of her death.
According to a filing last week by her
lawyer, Priscilla Presley only “discovered”
the changes after her daughter died on
January 12.

The “purported amendment” should be
declared invalid because it was never
delivered to Priscilla Presley during her
daughter’s life, it misspells Priscilla’s
name, and Lisa Marie’s signature

“appears inconsistent” with her usual sig-
nature, alleges the filing seen by AFP.
The petition, filed last Thursday, calls on
the Los Angeles superior court to rule the
amendment invalid, and for the previous
version of the will to be administered.

The financial stakes in a future court
battle over Lisa Marie’s inheritance would
be high. Lisa Marie was Elvis’s only child.
She previously controlled Elvis Presley
Enterprises, although she sold the bulk of
shares in the company to a private equity
firm in 2005. She retained control of
Graceland, the estate her father owned
and where he was found unconscious in
August 1977.

Her son Benjamin Keough died by
suicide in 2020. Her oldest daughter
Riley Keough, 33, is an actor who has
appeared in “Mad Max: Fury Road” and
recent indie hit “Zola.” Lisa Marie was
also survived by teenage twin daughters
Harper and Finley. They stand to co-
inherit Graceland with Riley, a represen-
tative for the Tennessee mansion and
fan pilgrimage destination told People
magazine.

Priscilla Presley, who divorced Elvis
in 1973 after six years of marriage, also
had an acting career, including roles in
the “Naked Gun” films, and television
series “Dallas.” On Tuesday, NBC News
cited an email from an “unnamed friend”
of Lisa Marie calling the court challenge
a “money grab” and alleging that
Priscilla “had no relationship” with her
daughter at the time of her death.
Priscilla Presley’s representatives did
not immediately respond to AFP’s
request for comment. — AFP

Five times freediving World Champion France’s Arthur Guerin-Boeri poses on the Spildra Island
northern Arctic Circle.

Five times freediving World Champion France’s Arthur Guerin-Boeri poses prior to his dive to
spot Orcas (Killer Whales), in the Spildra Island northern Arctic Circle.

Five times freediving World Champion France’s Arthur Guerin-Boeri warm up in an old traditional
artic hut, before he dives in the deep to spot Orcas (Killer Whales).

In this file photo Priscilla Presley (right) and
her daughter Lisa Marie Presley (left) wait
at the front portico entrance to greet US
President George W. Bush and Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan for a
private tour of Elvis Presley’s Graceland
Mansion in Memphis, Tennessee. 

In this picture birds fly along
the shore of Spildra Island

during a snowstorm.

Five times freediving World
Champion France’s Arthur Guerin-

Boeri swims next to an Orca
(Killer Whale) in the Arctic Ocean

in the Spildra Island northern
Arctic Circle. — AFP photos

In Norway’s icy seas, 
freediver dances 
with killer whales

Five times freediving World Champion France’s Arthur Guerin-Boeri prepares to dives to spot Orcas
(Killer Whales), in the Spildra Island northern Arctic Circle.

Five times freediving World Champion France’s
Arthur Guerin-Boeri swims next to an Orca
(Killer Whale) in the Arctic Ocean in the Spildra
Island northern Arctic Circle.


