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NEWCASTLE: Eddie Howe hailed Newcastle as “a 
club on the up” after they reached the League Cup final 
for the first time in 47 years with a 2-1 win against 
Southampton in Tuesday’s semi-final second leg at jubi-
lant St James’ Park. Sean Longstaff’s first-half double 
ensured Howe’s side finished the job after winning 1-0 in 
the first leg last week. Che Adams reduced the deficit 
before the interval and Magpies midfielder Bruno 
Guimaraes was sent off in the closing stages. 

But Newcastle held on to clinch a 3-1 aggregate vic-
tory that booked a final date with Manchester United or 
Nottingham Forest at Wembley on Feb 26. United hold a 
3-0 lead against Forest heading into Wednesday’s sec-
ond leg at Old Trafford. The Magpies’ most recent 
domestic final ended in defeat against United in the 
1999 FA Cup. 

“You want to be in finals of competitions to increase 
your status and make yourself more desirable for people 
to join. This is a club on the up,” Howe said. “It was an 
intense game. At 2-0, we were playing really well. We are 
going for everything. As much as we can achieve, we will 
go for.” Newcastle, who have never won the League 
Cup, are aiming to lift a major domestic trophy for the 
first time since the 1955 FA Cup. 

Their last major silverware in any competition came in 
the 1969 Inter-Cities Fairs Cup. On a cathartic night for 
Newcastle after decades of suffering, it was fitting that 
Longstaff, a boyhood Magpies fan, should be the one to 
send them to Wembley. With Newcastle legends Alan 
Shearer and David Ginola joining the celebrations in the 
stands, raucous Magpies fans were ready to keep the 
party going all night long in the football-crazy city’s Bigg 
Market and Quayside bars. 

Revitalized by Howe’s astute leadership and the finan-
cial muscle of a largely Saudi-backed ownership group, 

a club once regarded as the laughing stock of the 
Premier League can finally hold their heads high. They sit 
third in the Premier League and look set for a sustained 
period as contenders for the English game’s top honors. 
Reaching their first domestic cup final this century is 
another significant landmark in Newcastle’s rebirth. 

“It is amazing. If you’d have said to anyone 12 months 
ago what was going to happen, they would have 
laughed,” Longstaff said. “Since the takeover we have 
brought in quality players. It is really special and emo-
tional for me what we are building here.” 

 
Black and white wave 

Ramping up an already vociferous atmosphere, 
Newcastle’s Anthony Gordon was paraded on the pitch 
before kick-off after completing his £45 million ($51 mil-
lion) move from Everton. Howe had labelled the second 
leg a “season defining” moment for Newcastle and it 
took his fired-up side just five minutes to raise the deci-
bel levels even further. 

Longstaff found Kieran Trippier on the right flank and 
sprinted onto the defender’s return pass before guiding a 
low finish past Gavin Bazunu from 12 yards. Newcastle 
had all the momentum, sweeping forward in a black and 
white wave that left Southampton powerless to stem the 
tide. Once again it was Longstaff who provided the fin-
ishing touch to a breathtaking raid in the 21st minute. 

Exposing Southampton’s fragile wing-back system, 
Joe Willock sprinted into space behind James Bree and 
found Miguel Almiron, whose cutback was drilled home 
by Longstaff. Newcastle keeper Nick Pope had kept 10 
successive clean-sheets, but his unbeaten streak ended 
in the 29th minute. 

Completely against the run of play, Willock gifted 
possession to Adams and the striker smashed a superb 

shot into the far corner from outside the penalty area. In 
the past, Newcastle would have wilted when 
Southampton pushed hard in a tense second half, but 
they are made of sterner stuff now. Pope’s brilliant save 

from Adam Armstrong ensured Newcastle’s long-await-
ed return to Wembley wasn’t derailed despite 
Guimaraes’ 82nd minute red card for stamping on 
Samuel Edozie.  —AFP

Newcastle sink Saints to end 47-yr 
wait to reach League Cup final

NEWCASTLE: Newcastle United’s Swiss defender Fabian Schar takes a free kick against Southampton at St James’s Park 
stadium on Jan 31, 2023.  —AFP

Behrens sends 
Union through 
to quarters 

 
BERLIN: A late strike from forward Kevin Behrens 
sent Union Berlin through to the quarter finals of the 
German Cup, with a 2-1 win at home over Wolfsburg 
on Tuesday. “It is a deserved victory,” Behrens told 
German TV. “We have a great bunch. We’re having 
fun.” In lashing rain and hail, the visitors started 
stronger, taking the lead after four minutes. 

Wolfsburg midfielder Yannick Gerhardt chopped a 
corner to forward Luca Waldschmidt, who sneaked in 
behind Union’s defense line to tap the ball in and put 
the 2015 Cup winners in front. Union responded, scor-
ing just seven minutes later through defender Robin 
Knoche, who latched onto a curling delivery from 
Croatian defender Josip Juranovic. 

Juranovic, who played every minute in Croatia’s run to 
the World Cup semi-finals before sitting out the third-
place game, has two assists in two games since joining 
from Celtic in mid-January. Union continued to press 
after halftime, pinning the visitors back into their penalty 
box as they pushed for a winner. With ten minutes 
remaining, Dutch striker Sheraldo Becker headed a low 
cross from Rani Khedira goalwards, finding Behrens, 
who whacked the ball into the net from two meters. 

Union lost Niko Giesselmann with three minutes 
remaining, the defender picking up a second yellow for 
diving in the box. The home side held on in the nervy 

closing stages under attack from Wolfsburg to win 2-1. 
Goalscorer Behrens, who now has two goals in three 
games, said coming off the bench to score in front of 
Union’s home fans was “an outstanding feeling - it’s 
just like how you’d imagine it”. 

Union manager Urs Fischer said he was “incredibly 
proud of the squad” for the comeback victory. “It was 
enormously important that we scored the equalizer. We 
played a great second half and stayed calm, then we hit 
(them with) a lucky punch.” Wolfsburg’s manager cred-
ited his side’s effort in the “intense game”, but lamented 
losing focus in key moments. “We didn’t pay proper 
attention on two occasions, which led to our defeat.” 

 
Stuttgart strike late 

Earlier on Tuesday, Stuttgart scored two late goals 
to run out 2-1 winners at Paderborn in the opening 
Round of 16 clash. Second-tier Paderborn hit the lead 
early through an own goal. Former Arsenal defender 
Konstantinos Mavropanos tried to pass to goalkeeper 
Florian Mueller, but hit the ball too sharply, sliding it 
into his own net. 

Paderborn, who have been promoted to the 
Bundesliga twice in the past 10 years before being 
immediately relegated one season later, held Stuttgart 
out and looked to be heading for a victory over their 
first-division opponents. With just four minutes 
remaining, the visitors equalized through Portuguese 
midfielder Gil Dias, with Mavropanos playing a key 
role in the lead-up. A last-gasp header from 
Stuttgart’s Guinean striker Serhou Guirassy gave his 
side the winner in the fifth minute of injury time. The 
goal was the Guinean international’s fifth in his last 
seven games.  —AFP

BERLIN: Union Berlin’s Surinamese forward Sheraldo Becker vies with Wolfsburg’s French defender Maxence Lacroix on Jan 
31, 2023.  —AFP

 

SPANISH LEAGUE 

Real Madrid CF v Valencia C.F                 23:00 

beIN Sports HD 1 

beIN Sports 1 HD Premium

Today’s matches 

Newcastle’s rise 
fueled by Howe 
and Saudi cash 

 
LONDON: After decades in the doldrums, 
Newcastle’s progress to their first League Cup final 
in 47 years underlined the Saudi-funded club’s 
emergence as a serious threat to the English foot-
ball establishment. Sean Longstaff’s double sealed a 
2-1 win against Southampton in Tuesday’s semifinal 
second leg at a raucous St James’ Park, sending the 
Magpies to their first domestic final this century 
after a 3-1 victory on aggregate. 

Manchester United are likely to be their oppo-
nents in the final at Wembley on Feb 26, holding a 3-
0 lead over Nottingham Forest heading into 
Wednesday’s second leg at Old Trafford. Revitalized 
by the astute leadership of Eddie Howe and the 
financial muscle of a Saudi-backed ownership group, 
a club once regarded as the laughingstock of the 
Premier League can finally hold their heads high. 

Newcastle sit third in the Premier League and 
look to be on the cusp of a golden era as serial tro-
phy contenders. “It is amazing. If you’d have said to 
anyone 12 months ago what was going to happen, 
they would have laughed,” said Longstaff, a boy-
hood Newcastle fan. “Since the takeover we have 
brought in quality players. It is really special and 
emotional for me what we are building here.” 

Their previous domestic final ended in defeat 
against Manchester United in the 1999 FA Cup. That 
loss came in the dying embers of Newcastle’s last 
sustained period of relevance. They finished second 
in the Premier League in 1996 and 1997, but memo-
rably collapsed in the first of those title races when 
Kevin Keegan’s acclaimed “entertainers” blew a 12-
point lead. It was a meltdown that epitomized their 
chequered history. 

They have not won a major domestic trophy 
since the 1955 FA Cup, while their last major silver-
ware in any competition came in the 1969 Inter-
Cities Fairs Cup. Just six years ago, Newcastle’s 
future looked bleak despite their promotion from 
the second-tier Championship, which was greeted 
with a muted response from fans tired of their 
struggles during owner Mike Ashley’s reign. 

Ashley’s reputation was so tarnished that con-
cerns about Saudi Arabia’s human rights record 
could not quash fans’ enthusiasm for the transfor-
mative £305 million ($376 million) takeover in Oct 
2021. Saudi’s Public Investment Fund holds an 80 
percent stake in the club, while financier Amanda 
Staveley emerged as the public face of the owner-
ship group. 

 
Football obsessive 

Staveley’s bold declaration that Newcastle would 
soon be “regularly competing for major trophies” 
has come true more quickly than even she imagined. 
At the time, Newcastle were languishing in 19th 
place under then manager Steve Bruce. But, as for-
mer Newcastle striker and lifelong fan Alan Shearer 
said in a jubilant tweet after the takeover: “We can 
dare to hope again.” 

And in just over a year, Howe has saved 
Newcastle from relegation and turned Shearer’s 
dreams into reality. The second of Howe’s two spells 
at Bournemouth ended with Premier League rele-
gation in 2020, making him a gamble when he was 
hired in Nov 2021. But the self-confessed football 
obsessive has seized the opportunity to resuscitate 
one of English football’s sleeping giants. 

When he is not indulging his “secret passion” for 
1980s synth-pop band A-ha, the workaholic Howe 
spends 12-hour days at Newcastle’s Darsley Park train-
ing ground. The shrewd signings of Kieran Trippier, 
Bruno Guimaraes, Sven Botman and Nick Pope have 
added quality to Howe’s squad, while the recruitment of 
gifted Everton forward Anthony Gordon in late January 
was another statement of intent. —AFP 

Inter beat Atalanta 
to reach Italian 
Cup semifinals 

 
MILAN: Inter Milan set up a potential Italian Cup 
semi-final clash with archrivals Juventus after the 
holders saw off Atalanta 1-0 on Tuesday. Matteo 
Darmian struck the only goal 11 minutes after half-
time, his low strike across Juan Musso enough to 
put a tight quarter-final at the San Siro in Inter’s 
favor. Simone Inzaghi’s side will take on either trou-
bled Juve or Lazio in April’s two-legged semis, with 
the pair facing off in Turin on Thursday. 

Inter beat Juve in last season’s final to claim their 
eighth Italian Cup. The other side of the draw will 
be decided on Wednesday when Fiorentina host 
Torino and Roma welcome Cremonese to the Italian 
capital. Inter came through a tough test with 
Atalanta who are a direct rival for a place in next 
season’s Champions League. Milan Skriniar was 

dropped for the match, which was played just after 
the closure of the winter transfer window in Italy 
which left him at Inter until the summer. Slovakia 
captain Skriniar will leave at the end of the season 
as a free agent for Paris Saint-Germain. 

Inter’s attentions now turn to Sunday’s Serie A 
derby with AC Milan, whose league title defence 
has crumbled after a series of bad results culminat-
ing with last weekend’s 5-2 home hammering at the 
hands of Sassuolo. Defending champions Milan 
have dropped to fifth with Inter now the closest 
challengers to league leaders Napoli, 13 points off 
the pace. —AFP 


