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Saudi Arabia to host 2027 Asian Cup

MANAMA: Saudi Arabia has won a bid to host the 
2027 Asian Cup, the Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) said on Wednesday. The announcement was 
made at the AFC Congress in the Bahraini capital of 
Manama. Saudi Arabia was the sole bidder after In-
dia withdrew in December. “We are excited to deliv-
er the greatest tournament in the competition’s his-
tory,” the kingdom’s sports minister Prince Abdulaziz 
bin Turki Al-Faisal said after the announcement.

“The kingdom is transforming before our eyes 
and we are filled with excitement for what it will look 
like in 2027.” The world’s biggest oil exporter, Sau-
di Arabia has thrown hundreds of millions at sports 
deals including the acquisition of Cristiano Ronaldo, 
Formula One in Jeddah and the lucrative LIV Golf 
tour. In the coming years the Saudis, who watched as 

neighbors Qatar hosted the World Cup in Novem-
ber and December, will hold the women’s Asian Cup, 
the Olympic-sized Asian Games and even the Asian 
Winter Games on artificial snow.

The desert kingdom is also eyeing a World Cup 
and Summer Olympics, perhaps even a Winter Olym-
pics, together with a swathe of other major events. It 
is all part of grand plans by Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman to modernize the Saudi economy 
and end its reliance on oil before the world moves 
on to other fuels.

“I’m sure Saudi Arabia will host a fantastic Asian 
Cup,” FIFA President Gianni Infantino said at the 
Manama congress. The 2023 Asian Cup will be host-
ed by Qatar. It was previously set to be held in China 
but the country withdrew because of COVID. The 

Asian Cup is staged every four years. Qatar won the 
tournament’s last edition, in 2019, which was hosted 
by the United Arab Emirates. Saudi Arabia has won 
three AFC Asian Cup titles. 

Meanwhile, Asia’s football chief and FIFA’s 
second-in-command Sheikh Salman bin Ebrahim 
Al-Khalifa won a new four-year term on Wednes-
day. The Bahraini royal, who has led the Asian Foot-
ball Confederation since 2013, was elected at the 
Asian Football Confederation Congress in his home 
country. “I’d like to thank you all for placing your 
faith in me for another four-year term,” he said af-
ter the vote which saw him stand unopposed. “Asian 
football is entering a new era.”

The Bahraini royal was a rival candidate to Infan-
tino when the Italian-Swiss was elected FIFA pres-

ident in 2016 after a major corruption scandal end-
ed the reign of Sepp Blatter. Sheikh Salman, whose 
confederation includes 47 of FIFA’s 211 associations, 
has said he backs Infantino’s bid for a fresh mandate 
this year. Infantino congratulated Sheikh Salman and 
praised the rise of Asian football, pointing in partic-
ular to the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.

“Obviously, the men’s World Cup in Qatar was 
the best World Cup ever,” Infantino said. “It will be 
difficult to meet this benchmark.” The AFC was in 
chaos when Sheikh Salman took charge after pre-
decessor, Qatari businessman Mohamed bin Ham-
mam, was banned from football for life. After com-
pleting the last two years of bin Hammam’s term, 
Sheikh Salman was re-elected unopposed in 2015 
and 2019. — AFP 
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Chelsea pay €121m
for Fernandez; PSG
move for Ziyech fails 
LONDON: Chelsea paid a Premier League record 
fee of 121 million euros to sign Enzo Fernandez as Joao 
Cancelo made a surprise move to Bayern Munich and 
Jorginho joined Arsenal on a frantic transfer deadline 
day in Europe. Premier League clubs have once again 
massively outspent their rivals in a desperate scramble 
to strengthen their squads for the second half of the 
season. Graham Potter’s struggling Chelsea went on 
a staggering spending spree in January, bringing in a 
clutch of players including Mykhaylo Mudryk, Benoit 
Badiashile, Noni Madueke and Joao Felix, who joined 
on loan from Atletico Madrid. World Cup winner 
Fernandez, whose transfer was announced by 
Portuguese club Benfica in the early hours of 
Wednesday, is Chelsea’s eighth signing of the 
January window.

The £106.8 million fee eclipses the 
previous record of £100 million that 
Manchester City paid Aston Villa for 
Jack Grealish in 2021. Fernandez, 
named Best Young Player of the 
World Cup for his displays during 
Argentina’s successful campaign 
in Qatar, only joined Portuguese 
giants Benfica in July last year, 
for a reported fee of around 
£10 million. The 22-year-
old is understood to have 
signed an eight-and-half-
year deal that will run 
until 2031. Todd Boe-
hly’s consortium has 
spent hundreds 
of millions since 
buying Chelsea at 
the end of last sea-
son but the club are 
languishing in 10th place in the Premier League.

But Paris Saint-Germain’s attempt to sign 
Morocco star Hakim Ziyech on loan from Chel-
sea failed after the French league (LFP) re-
fused to ratify the player’s contract, a source 
close to the deal told AFP on Wednesday. 
PSG had asked the LFP to approve the 
deal even though the required paper-
work arrived after Tuesday’s French 
transfer deadline.

Ligue 1 clubs had to send all 
contracts to the league by 11:00pm 

on Tuesday (2200 GMT) before having a further hour 
to register moves in the FIFA system, which validates 
all international transfers. Ziyech had passed a medical 
and the clubs had reached an agreement for the player 
to be loaned to PSG until the end of the season. How-
ever, according to sources, the Premier League club 
failed to send the required documents in time for the 
29-year-old winger’s move to be completed by the 
deadline. PSG therefore asked the LFP for special ap-
proval, which was promptly rejected.

Cancelo joins Bayern
Bayern Munich signed Manchester City wingback 

Cancelo on loan until the end of the season and have 
an option to buy him for a reported 70 million euros. 
The 28-year-old Portuguese defender joined City from 
Juventus in 2019 but has been a peripheral figure in 
Pep Guardiola’s team since the World Cup. “FC Bay-

ern is a great club, one of the best in the world, 
and it’s enormous motivation for me to now 
play alongside these extraordinary players,” 
Cancelo said. Premier League leaders Arse-
nal snapped up Italy midfielder Jorginho from 

Chelsea for a reported fee of £12 million. 
Jorginho, who is understood to have 

signed an 18-month deal at the 
Emirates Stadium, told 

Arsenal.com: “I’m very 
excited for this new chal-
lenge and I just can’t wait 

to be on the pitch. “Every-
thing has happened so fast. I was a 

bit surprised, but I took the opportuni-
ty of this amazing challenge.”

The Gunners, bidding to win their 
first Premier League crown since 
2004, signed Belgium forward Le-
andro Trossard from Brighton and 
Poland defender Jakub Kiwior from 
Italian side Spezia earlier this month. 

Arsenal’s north London rivals Totten-
ham announced the signing of defender 

Pedro Porro from Sporting Lisbon min-
utes before the deadline. The right-back 

has signed on loan until the end of the 
season with an obligation to make 

the move permanent at the end of 
the season.

Manchester United announced 
they had signed Bayern Munich 

midfielder Marcel Sabitzer on loan early Wednes-
day. United were forced into deadline-day action on 
Tuesday following an ankle injury to Christian Eriksen, 
which is set to rule the Denmark midfielder out until 
early May. Manager Erik ten Hag completed the loan 
signing of Netherlands forward Wout Weghorst earlier 
in the month. — AFP

NFL superstar
Brady announces
‘retiring for good’
MIAMI: Record-breaking NFL quarterback Tom 
Brady announced on Wednesday that he was “retiring 
for good” at the age of 45, one year after reversing his 
decision to quit the sport. Brady, whose Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers lost in the wildcard round of the NFL play-
offs last month, made his announcement calling time 
on his 23-year career in a social media video. “Good 
morning, I’ll get to the point right away: I’m retiring for 
good,” Brady said, sitting by a beach.

Widely viewed as the greatest quarterback of all 
time, Brady won a record seven Super Bowls, six of 
them with the New England Patriots before adding his 
final triumph with Tampa at the end of the 2020 season. 
The quarterback had announced he was retiring on Feb 
1, 2022, but 40 days later changed his mind and said he 
was returning for the 2022 season with the Bucs.

“I know the process was a pretty big deal last 
time, so when I woke up this morning I figured I’d just 
press record and let you guys know first. So I won’t be 
long-winded,” he added. “I think you only get one su-
per emotional retirement essay, and I used mine up last 
year. So, really, thank you guys, so much, to every single 
one of you, for supporting me.

“My family, my friends, teammates, my competitors, I 
could go on forever, there’s too many. Thank you, guys, 
for letting me live my absolute dream. I wouldn’t change 
a thing. Love you all,” he said. Brady was due to enter 
free agency and already the rumor mill had begun with 

several teams being linked with the veteran who threw 
for 4,694 yards and 25 touchdowns in the 2022 regular 
season.

The Californian leaves the game owning a host of 
records in the NFL. He is the league’s all-time regu-
lar-season leader in pass attempts (12,050), comple-
tions (7,753), passing yards (89,214) and touchdown 
passes (649). He also owns all those records for the 
post-season. Brady won 251 regular season games and 
35 playoff games, which are more than any player in the 
league’s history.

Under coach Bill Belichick at New England, Brady 
became a specialist in orchestrating comeback victo-
ries with his trademark game-winning drives. Unflap-
pable under pressure, he had the most game-winning 
drives (58) and fourth-quarter comeback wins (46) 
of any NFL quarterback. His celebrity surpassed the 
NFL - in November, Brady and Brazilian supermodel 
Gisele Bundchen announced they were divorcing after 
13 years of marriage.

The divorce came after months of tabloid specula-
tion concerning the couple’s marriage, which reportedly 
came under strain when Brady reversed his retirement 
decision. Brady is expected to move into a career in 
broadcasting having already agreed a ten-year deal 
with television network Fox, reported to be worth $375 
million, to work as a commentator once his football ca-
reer ended.

In a recent interview in July with Variety magazine 
he said he was looking forward to taking on the new 
role. “I have a very unique perspective on football and 
how it should be played, and what good plays look like 
and what bad plays look like. I feel like I can still have 
a great impact on the game. I could stay in the game, 
doing what I love to do, talking about this incredible 
sport,” he said. —AFP 
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