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Panel meets to amend demographics
MP asks about education ministry efforts to curb cheating in exams

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: A special government committee 
entrusted to cut the number of expats in the coun-
try adopted at its first meeting on Thursday a series 
of measures aimed at amending the imbalance in the 
demographic structure, which is tilted in favor of 
expats. Headed by Interior Minister Sheikh Talal Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah, the committee also adopted the 
necessary bylaws to help implement a law issued in 
2020 aimed at reducing the number of expats and 
creating more jobs for Kuwaiti citizens. 

The law aims at amending the imbalance in the 
population structure by reducing the number of 
expats, who currently form nearly 70 percent of the 
country’s 4.5 million. MPs had demanded at the time 
of passing the law to make expats and Kuwaitis 
equal within five years. Sheikh Talal said the com-
mittee wants to deal with the distortions and imbal-
ances in the population structure and the labor mar-
ket in the country. 

The committee issued a decision making it oblig-

atory for cooperative societies to speed up the 
process of appointing only Kuwaitis in senior posi-
tions at the societies, and increase the mandatory 
percentage of Kuwaiti employees to create around 
3,000 new jobs for nationals. The committee issued 
a decision requiring the Public Authority of 
Manpower to design special training programs for 
Kuwaitis to develop their skills and enable them to 
find appropriate jobs in the private sector. 

Meanwhile, MP Abdulaziz Al-Saqaabi sent a 
series of questions to the minister of education over 
the ministry’s efforts to curb cheating in exams fol-
lowing the busting of a network of 17 people who 
leaked the questions of higher secondary exams. He 
asked for the number of cheating cases in higher 
secondary exams registered by the ministry during 
the past five years, and inquired about the measures 
taken by the ministry to curb cheating. The lawmak-
er asked the minister if the education ministry had 
asked the health ministry about installing jamming 
devices at examination halls, and if yes, what was 
the answer of the health ministry. 

KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-Sabah chairs a meeting of the demographics com-
mittee on Feb 2, 2023. — KUNA  

Adani empire loses 
more than $100bn, 
stock sale canceled 

 
MUMBAI: The crisis 
around Indian tycoon 
Gautam Adani deep-
ened Thursday with 
the total loss of value 
to his indebted empire 
topping $100 billion 
after it abruptly can-
celled a stock sale. The 
going up in smoke of 
more than a third in value of the billionaire’s 
conglomerate follows allegations of account-
ing fraud on Jan 24 by US short-seller 
Hindenburg Research. 

Flagship firm Adani Enterprises dived 
more than 25 percent on Thursday on top of 
an almost 30-percent drop Wednesday. 
Other listed Adani units were subject to trad-
ing halts after falling as much as 10 percent, 
including Adani Total Gas in which France’s 
TotalEnergies has a 37.4-percent stake. 
Further panic has seen big banks including 
Credit Suisse and Citigroup stop accepting 
Adani bonds as collateral for loans to private 
clients, according to Bloomberg News. 

This raised worries about how Adani will 
raise fresh funds, with Adani dollar bonds 
trading at distressed levels and signs of con-
tagion in Indian markets increasing, 
Bloomberg reported. The latest blow came 
after Adani late Wednesday cancelled a $2.5-
billion stock sale meant to help reduce debt 
levels - long a concern - restore confidence 
and broaden its shareholder base. 

The issue failed to attract “mom and dad” 
retail investors and only sold out thanks to 
large institutional buyers, fellow Indian 
moguls and $400 million from the United 
Arab Emirates’ IHC. The Adani Enterprises 
board said in a statement that going ahead 
with the issue “would not be morally correct” 
and that it would refund all payments. 

Adani himself insisted in a video statement 
that the “fundamentals of our company are 
very strong, our balance sheet is healthy and 
assets robust”.  
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DUBAI: UAE astronaut Sultan AlNeyadi speaks at a press conference at the 
Museum of the Future on Feb 2, 2023. — AFP 

This handout image shows an artist’s impression of embalming scenes 
which could have taken place in Saqqara in Egypt.  —  AFP 

Largest haul of 
narcotics seized 
from int’l gang 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti authorities have 
made their largest-ever seizure of ille-
gal Lyrica (pregabalin) pills, some 15 
million, and half a ton of the drug in 
raw powder form, the interior ministry 
said on Wednesday. The drugs were 
found in the possession of an “inter-
national gang” during a raid on a stor-
age hideout conducted under the 
direct supervision of First Deputy 
Prime Minister, Interior Minister and 
Acting Defense Minister Sheikh Talal 
Al-Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the 
ministry said. 

Authorities received information 
indicating the existence of a gang that 
obtained the tablets, alongside the 
drug in powder form, which it pack-
aged in capsules for sale, read a state-
ment by the ministry. After further 
investigations confirming the validity 
of the findings, and after obtaining 
legal permission, the hideout housing 
the narcotics was raided and 
searched. 

Four people were arrested at the 
scene, with some 15 million tablets 
confiscated. Tablet compression and 
manufacturing devices and equipment 
alongside a large amount of packages 
were also seized. “Attempts to flood 
the country with this scourge have 
become more ferocious and profes-
sional, especially in the fields of pro-
motion and smuggling,”  
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KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah super-
vises the drugs seizure. — KUNA 

UAE ‘Sultan of 
Space’ plans 
to fast on ISS 
 
DUBAI: The second Emirati to jour-
ney into space, martial arts enthusiast 
Sultan AlNeyadi, weighed up 
Thursday performing Ramadan in 
orbit - and promised to pack his jiu-
jitsu suit for the ride. AlNeyadi, 41, 
dubbed the “Sultan of Space” by his 
alma mater, will blast off on Feb 26 for 
the International Space Station (ISS) 

aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket. 
During his six months in orbit - a 
record time for any Arab astronaut - 
AlNeyadi said he would like to 
observe the holy month of Ramadan, 
when Muslims typically fast from 
dawn to sunset. 

But space travel presents unique 
challenges. “The ISS travels quickly... 
meaning it orbits around the Earth in 
90 minutes,” he told reporters in 
Dubai. “On average, there are 16 sun-
rises and sunsets daily... When do you 
(start and) break your fast?” 
AlNeyadi said he could fast according 
to GMT time, which is used on the 
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Gautam Adani

Egypt mummy 
ingredients 
discovered 

 
PARIS: The discovery of dozens of 
beakers and bowls in a mummification 
workshop has helped reveal how 
ancient Egyptians embalmed their 
dead, with some “surprising” ingredi-
ents imported from as far as 
Southeast Asia, a study said 
Wednesday. The exceptional collec-
tion of pottery, dating from around 
664-525 BC, was found at the bottom 
of a 13-m well at the Saqqara 
Necropolis south of Cairo in 2016. 

Inside the vessels, researchers 
detected tree resin from Asia, cedar 
oil from Lebanon and bitumen from 
the Dead Sea, showing that global 
trade helped embalmers source the 
very best ingredients from across the 
world. Ancient Egyptians developed a 
remarkably advanced process to 
embalm corpses, believing that if bod-
ies were kept intact they would reach 
the afterlife. 

The process took up to 70 days. It 
involved desiccating the body with 
natron salt, and evisceration - remov-
ing the lungs, stomach, intestines and 
liver. The brain also came out. Then 
the embalmers, accompanied by 
priests, washed the body and used a 
variety of substances to prevent it  
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