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KUWAIT: The Education Ministry has announced 
its need for applicants for education jobs from non-
Kuwaitis for the 2023/24 academic year for holders 
of college degrees to work in public schools in 
specified specialties according to regulations. The 
rules include having no less than a C college grade, 
no applicants over 45 years of age, and hiring prior-
ity is after accepting all Kuwaitis in required spe-
cializations, followed by children of Kuwaiti moth-
ers, then bedoon residents and then GCC nationals. 

Expertise requirements include three years for 
non-education majors and two years for holders of 
education degrees, as experience certificates will be 
received in fields of government and private teach-
ing only after being certified by official institutions. 
Children of Kuwaiti mothers and bedoons are 
exempt from the experience requirement.  

Moreover, holders of PhDs should have at least a 
B grade, while master’s degree holders should have 
at least an A grade. Graduates of the College of 
Education at Kuwait University, principal education 
college at PAAET and all government colleges in 
Kuwait are also exempt from the experience 
requirement. 

 
New regulations  

In another development, Education Minister Dr 
Hamad Al-Adwani announced the Cabinet has 
granted the national bureau for academic accredi-
tation and education quality assurance (NBAQ) 
new authorities that can determine requirements 
for academic accreditation for private universities, 
affirming their programs and review their perform-
ance instead of the council of private universities. 

“The Cabinet made a decision to transfer the 
authority to the NBAQ to regulate education qual-
ity and ensure the validity of certificates, programs 
and performance in private universities. The role of 
the bureau is no longer limited to identifying lists 
of accredited universities abroad, but it has finally 
become able to monitor the quality of higher edu-
cation locally by applying its academic standards 
set accurately with accordance to the require-
ments necessary to measure the level of academic 
programs and the quality of education in various 
institutions,” Adwani said. 

“This is only the first step, and we aspire to 
regulate the quality of education to expand the 
scope of the bureau’s powers by following up the 
performance of academic programs in governmen-
tal institutions alike, similar to many academic 

accreditation bodies in other countries, which are 
the bodies for academic accreditation locally. It 
serves as a safety valve to control the quality of 
education for our students studying abroad, as the 
recent Cabinet decision is an important step for 
the bureau to apply its clear and precise standards 
to educational programs in these institutions to 
control the quality of education granted to stu-
dents,” he added. 

Adwani stressed there are serious steps to 
combat any negative phenomena that may affect 
the validity of the certificates obtained by stu-
dents, praising the efforts of all employees of vari-
ous higher education sectors in ensuring the valid-
ity of the certificates as well as the continuous 
updating of lists of accredited universities accord-
ing to the highest academic standards.

New regulations to enhance education
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‘Feria De Kuwait’  
exhibition showcases  
Spanish culture 
 
KUWAIT: The “Feria De Kuwait” exhibition offers 
a glimpse into Spanish culture and heritage via an 
assortment of activities and featured products. The 
event, held in Al-Rai district upon the initiative of 
Abrar Al-Masoud, is sponsored by the Ministry of 
Information and Ministry of State for Municipal 
Affairs. Spanish Ambassador to Kuwait Miguel 
Maro Aguilar, who attended the exhibition, told 
KUNA that he was mesmerized by the event for its 
detailed depiction of several Spanish cities, which 
became a preferable destination for many Kuwaitis. 
He also affirmed that he was impressed with the 
total atmosphere of the exhibition featuring Spanish 
music and folklore, adding that such functions pro-
moted closer bilateral ties.  —KUNA ‘Feria De Kuwait’ showcases Spanish culture and heritage. —KUNA photos

Spanish folklore performance. 
Children in Spanish costumes par-
ticipate in the exhibition. Spanish Ambassador to Kuwait and Abrar Al-Masoud

Declining quality of  
education ‘caused  
a 4.8-year gap’ 

 
KUWAIT: The government’s action plan issued on 
April 2021 stated exactly as follows: “The declining 
quality of education has caused a 4.8-year gap as 
the educational level of a 12th grader is equivalent to 
that of a 7th grader in countries with similar GDP to 
that of Kuwait.” This is disappointing as the 12th 
grade in Kuwait’s public education system is the 
graduate level of high-school, and the 7th grade is 
the second level of middle-school.  

However, what worsens the situation is that the 
student results (supposedly with an educational lev-
el equivalent to a 2nd-level middle school student) 
scored high grades that haven’t been scored even in 
countries with outstanding education. The 
2021/2022 educational year that was published last 
summer and was undertaken by around 44.6 thou-
sand students, showed that 82% have passed and 
that around 34% scored 90% and above.  

These outstanding results have been trending 
continuously over the last decade. Moreover, we 
didn’t see any explanation from the government or 
educational authority regarding this contradiction. 
Students have scored outstanding results in high-
school whilst having an educational gap of 4.8 
years, and the time for miracles is long gone. 

However, the worst is yet to come as there are 
two justifications for the contradiction. The first jus-
tification is that cheating has become a pandemic 
and what was recently revealed regarding leaking 
or buying exam answers and who thousands of stu-
dents, their parents and officials are part of, is just 
the tip of the iceberg. The other justification is that 
education has become a bribery tool to gain politi-
cal loyalty. In other words, it’s okay to transform a 
whole generation to being ignorant for the sake of 
some guardians who actually protested against 
changing exam proctors who facilitate cheating.  

This is our explanation for the contradiction; how-
ever, one of its dire results is appointing individuals, 
graduating from this system, as authorities with high 
ranks within the country. Some of these individuals 
even carry forged certificates. This means that the 
education gap isn’t the only problem and may not be 
the worst. The worse relies in the integrity gap, and 
the danger befalls from the fact that current and 
future generations coming from this era will have a 
major role in managing the country’s affairs. 

Even with the aforementioned contradiction, the 
ministry of education annually establishes three com-
mittees to reward its employees for their excellent 
achievements. To our understanding, excellent 
achievements in the ministry of education should be 
based on the integrity and quality of education rather 
than on employee attendance. In parallel, there are 
populist suggestions regarding increasing student 
privileges (not as incentives for enrolling in rare spe-
cializations, having outstanding educational perform-
ance, or enrolling in reputable universities) as a bribe 
that adds up to the employee rewards to preserve the 
continuation of a disappointing educational system.  

Destroying the educational system and its 
integrity is sufficient to inflict damage not even 
sought by enemies. On the other hand, Kuwait is on 
the verge of establishing a new government, and we 
hope for once, that it takes action and prioritizes 
education on its agenda rather than cloning “quota 
governments”, and the destruction of human capital 
is irreversible. 

Kuwait and Britain lay  
groundwork for joint  
steering group talks  

 
LONDON:  Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mansour Al-Otaibi on Wednesday held talks with 
Britain’s Middle East Affairs Minister Lord Tariq 
Ahmad, ahead of a joint steering committee meet-
ing in Kuwait later this month. The talks examined 
ongoing preparations for a separate Kuwaiti-
British ministerial-level meeting slated for March, in 
addition to efforts aiming to improve bilateral trade 
and investment ties, according to a Kuwaiti 
embassy statement. The Kuwaiti diplomat and 
British minister also exchanged viewpoints on 
ongoing developments around the world, added the 
statement.  —KUNA

Equine glamor on  
display in Kuwait  
beauty pageant  

 
KUWAIT: Some 
298 purebred hors-
es from Kuwait and 
abroad participated 
in a beauty pageant 
on Wednesday - 
delivering unparal-
leled equestrian 
glamour to viewers 
in attendance. The 
four-day event is 
divided into numer-
ous categories that 
aim to put on dis-
play all forms of 
equine glamour, its 
chief organizer 
Nasser Al-Ghaith 
told KUNA, giving 
credit to horse breeders and state bodies alike 
for their contributions towards the event. 
Hailing the event as emblematic of the region’s 
rich equestrian tradition, he pointed out that a 
separate contest involving Egyptian-bred hors-
es would be held concurrently.  —KUNA

Nasser Al-Ghaith

LONDON: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Mansour Al-Otaibi meets with Britain’s Middle East Affairs Minister Lord Tariq Ahmad.  —KUNA photos
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