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KUWAIT: Sustainable architecture can have a 
significant impact on the development of coun-
tries, while innovation is a major driving force of 
long-term economic growth and sustainable 
development and can lead to higher productivi-
ty. As productivity rises, the direction of innova-
tion bears significant social, economic and envi-
ronmental development implications. Recently, 
creative designs went viral on social media plat-
forms representing Kuwait in a new innovative 
light. Kuwait Times spoke with interior designer 
Abdullah Erhamah, who has been working in the 
design industry for 13 years to learn more about 
his vision for the future of Kuwait. 

Kuwait Times: When did you start thinking 
about future visions for Kuwait? 

Abdullah Erhamah: Recently, I noticed that 

unfamiliar and innovative designs are what distin-
guish one country from another. Such designs 
attract people to visit the country. With the help 
of technology, artificial intelligence and modern 
programs, I was able to combine my ideas with 
my designs to add a creative touch to the future 
of Kuwait. 

Kuwait Times: What is the purpose of the 
designs? 

Erhamah: I wanted the designs to be unique 
and distinguished, while proving the fact that as a 
Kuwaiti designer, I should not underestimate my 
abilities. 

Kuwait Times: Tell us more about the designs 
and visualizations that were posted on social 
media platforms. 

Erhamah: I made sure to design public places 
in order to be noticed by the public. The designs 
include innovative bus stops, a zoo, an interna-

tional stadium on the seaside and an airport in 
Mutlaa. My favorite design is the Apple store in 
Subiya desert - what distinguishes it is the com-
bination of the concept of modern technology 
and a primitive desert environment. The idea was 
to use the space in the desert, preserve the envi-
ronment and enjoy the beauty of the simple 
design. 

Kuwait Times: What dist inguishes your 
designs from current ones? 

Erhamah: The designs reflect my personal 
thoughts. I noticed the reaction of people on 
social media; they wanted distinguished, modern 
and beautiful designs to keep pace with interna-
tional sustainable architecture. 

Kuwait Times: Did anyone reach you from the 
public sector to implement one of the designs? 

Erhamah: Yes, I was contacted by a govern-
mental institution, but these designs require effort 

and teamwork to con-
vert  them into exe-
cutable plans that suit 
the Kuwait i  environ-
ment. I  hope to see 
these perceptions 
applied on the ground. 

Kuwait Times: What 
are your future plans? 

Erhamah: Raising 
awareness of the impor-
tance of interior design 
and the beauty of exte-
rior designs of  the 
building. I am seeking to 
work more to see 
Kuwait strive to become the pearl of the world. 
And I  wish and hope to support ambit ious 
Kuwaiti youth and adopt their ideas one day.

‘Direction of innovation bears significant social, economic, environmental implications’
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Collector offers  
glimpse of historical 
Kuwaiti flag  

 
KUWAIT: The private collection of Abdullah 
Mohammad Bin Nasser contains a valuable piece 
offering a glimpse of the old Kuwaiti flag dating  
back to circa 1936. Bin Nasser acquired the historic 
flag during extensive tour and search for antiquities. 
The flag has a red and white color with an inscrip-
tion of Kuwait and Shahada (profession of faith) on 
it in addition to a golden embroidery of the Amiri 
Crown, the state symbol back in the day. The piece 
reflected the infancy of the modern State of Kuwait. 
Around the 1960s, it was replaced with the current 
flag colored in green, white, red, and black.  

The historian bin Nasser was able to obtain this 
precious piece as part of his shuttle and relentless 
trips to select and acquire precious pieces that 
reflect the history of Kuwait’s establishment and 
independence, passing through all stages of pearl 
diving, the desert life and the eventual discovery 
and extraction of oil.  

The documentation of that rare copy of the 
ancient flag was approved, signed by Dr Abdullah 
Al-Ghunaim, Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the Center for Research and Studies on Kuwait 
(CRSK). The country’s flag went through different 
stages and accompanied the establishment and 
development of the state until the late Sheikh 
Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, Amir of the State of 
Kuwait at the time, decided in 1960 to replace the 
old flag with its red and white colors with a new flag 
consisting of four colors, each with a specific sym-
bol that is still the same in force and officially 
approved to this day. —KUNA

Kuwait committed  
to OPEC+ decisions 
on energy supplies  

 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Oil 
Minister Bader Al-Mulla on Thursday confirmed 
Kuwait’s full commitment to decisions taken by OPEC+ 
alliance to guarantee stable energy supplies to global 
market. Al-Mulla made the remarks in a statement by his 
ministry, after participating in a joint ministerial commit-
tee meeting to monitor production (JMMC), which was 
held via teleconference Thursday night. The minister 
praised OPEC+ agreement to maintain the production 
ceiling until the end of this year, affirming that such deci-
sion would support stability and balance in the market. 
Al-Mulla asserted that OPEC+ is following up closely 
the oil markets and economic data with a view to main-
taining the stability of the energy market.  

The Joint Ministerial Monitoring Committee 
(JMMC) of OPEC and non-OPEC member countries 
reviewed the crude oil production data for the months 
of November and December 2022. During its 47th 
Meeting, held via videoconference, the Committee not-
ed the overall conformity for participating OPEC and 
non-OPEC countries of the Declaration of Cooperation 
(DoC). The Members of the JMMC reaffirmed their 
commitment to the DoC, which extends to the end of 
2023 as agreed in the 33rd OPEC and non-OPEC 
Ministerial Meeting (ONOMM) on October 5, 2022. 
They urged all participating countries to achieve full 
conformity and adhere to the compensation mecha-
nism, according to a press release from OPEC. The 
Committee thanked the OPEC Secretariat for their 
contribution to the meeting, the statement said, adding 
that the next meeting of the JMMC (48th) is scheduled 
for April 3, 2023. —KUNA 

Gulf Federation for  
Cancer Control outlines  
campaign’s success  

 
By Ghadeer Ghloum 
 
KUWAIT: Under the auspices of Health Minister 
Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi, the Gulf Federation for 
Cancer Control marked its 8th year of raising 
awareness of cancer in GCC countries. The event 
was held on Feb 1, 2023 to shed light on the cam-
paign’s success at improving awareness on detect-
ing different types of cancers in early stages.  

It took place at Kuwait Towers in the presence of 
Dr Hessah Majed Al-Shaheen, committee president 
of the 8th edition for raising awareness on cancer, 
Dr Khaled Ahmad Al-Saleh, General Secretary of 
the Gulf Federation for Cancer Control, Dr Assad 
Hafeez, WHO representative in Kuwait, and Dr 
Hmood Al-Zoubi, Director of the department of 
non-communicable diseases. 

Dr Shaheen said that this year the president of 
the Gulf Federation for Cancer Control decided to 
include the support of people who have recovered 
from cancer. She said this category deserves every-
one’s encouragement because they have experi-
enced cancer and recovered, therefore, they take 
part in uplifting those who are still fighting the dis-
ease. Their positivity affects ill people psychologi-
cally and motivates them towards quick recovery. 
The campaign worked towards focusing part of its 
activities on this brave category and harnessing 
their important role in delivering the awareness 
message the campaign is initiating this year, in addi-
tion to shedding light on the importance of their 
role in society.  

Dr Shaheen said the slogan that is chosen for this 

year is “Our Gulf is Wise”, signifying the achieve-
ments of this collaborative week that inherits its 
success from the past seven years. She said the 
campaign continues to succeed at raising awareness 
of cancer in its early stages, which affords a high 
rate of recovery, in addition to constantly encourag-
ing individuals to embrace a healthy lifestyle that 
includes healthy nutrition, physical exercise and 
psychological wellbeing.  

Dr Saleh further elaborated on the campaign’s 
achievements. He said at the beginning of this 
campaign, 80 percent of the population in GCC 
countries used to fear cancer and consider it a 
fatal disease that cannot be cured. This percentage 
started decreasing until it reached 55 percent in 
2017. According to a 5-year survey conducted 
from 2014 till 2019, in 2014, 65 percent believed 
this disease is fatal, 40 percent knew about two 
risk factors and 20 percent were aware of early 
checkup programs. 

The percentages improved in 2019 as 45 percent 
believed cancer is an incurable disease, while the 
awareness of two risk factors increased to 55 per-
cent and awareness of early checkup programs 
increased to 45 percent. Today, people who come 
for medication after reaching late stages of cancer 
are approximately 40 percent. The Gulf Federation 
for Cancer Control has set a goal that people who 
reach late stages of cancer do not exceed 10 per-
cent. Dr Saleh said in order to succeed at reaching 
this goal, constant training and work is a must. 
Trainers must know the key to success is persist-
ence; therefore, they should not lose hope and 
enthusiasm. 

He added in Kuwait, the campaign has already 
trained 2,500 male and female nurses and 1,318 
dentists, so oral cancer no longer appears in late 
stages as it used to because the majority of dentists 
today are trained on the “visual screening program” 
which makes dentists capable of detecting oral can-

cer in their patients. He said 1,265 doctors were 
trained on detecting various kinds of cancer and the 
process of treatment, in addition to youths such as 
female students, who were trained to detect breast 
cancer, as breast cancer has started appearing at 
younger ages in Kuwait compared to other coun-
tries. The campaign has reached 127,000 students 
so far. 

Additionally, Dr Hafeez emphasized on the 
importance of awareness of cancer, which the min-
istry of health, other Gulf countries and WHO are 
organizing this week. He said prevalence of cancer 
is rising all around the world, but also in the region 
and Kuwait. There are various reasons for this, he 
said, but the good thing is that cancer can now be 

managed very well if detected early through 
screening and proper treatment. 

He also said that it is necessary to create aware-
ness among the general public on how to be more 
aware, what are the options people can access for 
early screening, early detection and early manage-
ment of cancer. That’s why holding similar activities 
is very important for any country and any popula-
tion, Dr Hafeez said. At the end of the event, Dr 
Zoubi said awareness and programs that detect 
cancer are essential for preventing cancer, especial-
ly breast, colon and colorectal cancer. He said a lot 
of efforts are being exerted by all departments of 
the ministry of health to raise awareness and pre-
vent cancer.

KUWAIT: (From left) Dr Hessah Al-Shaheen, Dr Hmood Al-Zoubi, Dr Khaled Al-Saleh and Dr Assad Hafeez are pictured dur-
ing the event. Under the auspices of Minister of Health Dr Ahmad Abdulwahab Al-Awadhi, the Gulf Federation for Cancer 
Control celebrated its 8th week for raising awareness on cancer in GCC countries. 


