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    News in brief

Pan-Arab volunteerism  
 
KUWAIT: A Kuwait-based planning body 
has underlined the significance of more vol-
unteer projects in the wider Arab region, say-
ing such endeavors help usher in national 
development. Fresh off garnering an interna-
tional order in recognition of his contribu-
tions towards development projects around 
the globe, Arab Planning Institute (API) Chief 
Dr Bader Malallah said he was grateful for the 
accolade, which is a testament to the body’s 
support of volunteerism in the region. The 
order given to the Kuwaiti  off icial  by the 
Saudi Arabia-based Prince Mohamamd bin 
Fahad institute is in acknowledgment of the 
“technical and logistical” API has provided in 
a bid to give impetus to volunteer projects 
around the region.  
 
 
GCC’s support for Yemen  
 
RIYADH:  Newly -a ppo in ted  Gu l f 
Cooperation Council chief Jasem Al-Budaiwi 
has reiterated the bloc’s support for steps to 
attain security, peace and stability in Yemen, 
ensuring an end to the crisis and efforts to 
reach a comprehensive peaceful  solut ion 
there. The six-nation GCC also backs efforts 
to bring peace and development based on 
the ‘three references,’  represented by the 
Gulf initiative, its executive mechanism, the 
ou tcomes  o f  t he  na t iona l  d i a l ogu e  a nd 
United Nations resolution 2216, Secretary-
General Al-Budaiwi added. The GCC is com-
mitted to ongoing support for the wellbeing 
of the Yemen’s people alongside regional and 
international efforts to achieve safety and 
security there, he said. The remarks were 
made  dur ing  a  phone  ca l l  w i th  Yemen ’s 
Foreign Minister Ahmad bin Mubarak, who 
congratulated the new GCC chief on assum-
ing off ice , the GCC Secretar iat  sa id in  a 
s ta tement . Both  o f f i c ia l s  a l so  d i scussed 
pol i t ical , mi l i tary and economic develop-
ments in Yemen. —From KUNA

     Photo of the day

KUWAIT: Astrophotographers Abdullah Al-Harbi (left) and Mohammad Al-Obaidi follow the comet C/2022 E3 (ZTF) early on Feb 2, 2023 in the Salmi desert, some 120 km northwest of 
Kuwait City. The comet, visible to the naked eye, is shooting past Earth and the Sun for the first time in 50,000 years. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

South African ambassador thanks media for support
KUWAIT: South African 
Ambassador to Kuwait 
Manelisi Genge held a dinner 
on Feb 1, 2023 to thank media 
houses for their support and 
role in promoting South 
Africa in Kuwait and reiterate 
the embassy’s commitment to 
enhance relations with stake-
holders in Kuwait. 

The event aimed to invite 
media to continue being an 
important partner for South 
Africa, considering their role 
in strengthening South 
Africa’s relations with 
Kuwait. It also sought to inform media of the embassy’s 
intention to continue holding this engagement of South 
Africa’s stakeholders in Kuwait on an annual basis, going 
forward, for the duration of Ambassador Genge’s tour of 
duty in Kuwait.  

The envoy made the following remarks during the event:  
South Africa and Kuwait have solid cordial diplomatic, 
political and economic relations. The governments of the 
two countries have signed agreements/MoUs establishing 
legal framework of their bilateral relations. The two coun-
tries continue to support each other at international fora.  

Kuwait has become an important market for South 

Ambassador Manelisi Genge
KUWAIT: Ambassador Manelisi Genge poses for a group photo with journalists and media personnel. Ambassador thanked 
the media houses for their support and role in promoting South Africa. He reiterated the Embassy’s commitment to 
enhance the relations with its stakeholders in Kuwait.

African high quality food products, which include fresh 
fruits and vegetables, chilled meat, juices, spices, salad 
dressings, cereals and dairy products, among others. These 
food products can be found at Lulu Hypermarket, coopera-
tive societies and other retail outlets. 

The value of South Africa’s exports to Kuwait during Q3 
of 2022 was $26,723,376, while the value of its imports 
from Kuwait during Q3 of 2022 was $295,741,253 and 
South Africa is hopeful and positive that these figures 
would increase.  Kuwait Investment Authority (KIA), 
Kuwait Auto Parts Import Company (KAPICO), ACICO 
Group, Al-Thandiwe Safari, Al Mawashi Company, Lulu 
Hypermarket, Universal Al-Abrar Foodstuff and Meat 
Trading Company, and United Universal Meat Trading and 
Foodstuff Company, amongst others. There are other SA 
companies present in Kuwait through franchise, ie The 
Meat Co, Mugg & Bean and Ocean Basket. 

South Africa is open for business and is working on 
attracting more foreign investors to invest in various sec-
tors including: Mining, agricultural and agro-processed 
products, livestock, pharmaceuticals and medical equip-
ment, healthcare services, engineering and construction, 
real estate development, banking services, and storage and 
logistics services.  

South Africa is always ready to welcome Kuwaiti and 
expatriate travelers, where they can experience its 
renowned tourist destinations and countless experiences 
for everyone’s interests. South Africa’s touristic attractions 
include wildlife, trans frontier parks, beaches, scenic beauty, 
adventure activities, history and World Heritage Sites. 
South Africa’s unique weather, well-established infrastruc-
ture, friendly people make it one of the rewarding touristic 
destinations. Tourism in South Africa is also affordable, giv-
en its huge choice of accommodation and easy visa pro-
cessing, amongst others.  

South Africa has signed and ratified the African 
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) Agreement. AfCFTA 
is one of the flagship projects of the AU’s Agenda 2063: The 
Africa We Want. The continent has a significant economic 
potential and AfCFTA promises a greater and deepened 
economic integration, to promote access to the African 
market by African businesses to build the “Africa We 
Want”/prosperous Africa. The African continent would be 
able to eliminate barriers to trade in Africa, 
improve/strengthen regional value chains and offer coun-
tries opportunity to boost competitiveness and diversify 
product supply; moreover, making Africa the most attrac-
tive prospect for foreign investors. 

ICSK Amman bids  
farewell to students 

 
KUWAIT: Bidding farewell is not easy and parting is 
always painful. And that too for students leaving their 
second home, school, a place where they have spent the 
most wonderful days forging strong friendship and bond 
is truly painful. Amantraya, the poignant blessing cere-
mony is an occasion filled with mixed feelings, emotions, 
joys of achievement and tears of separation.  

The Indian Community School Kuwait, Amman, bid 
farewell to the outgoing batch of class 10 students of 
the academic year 2022-23 on 29th January, 2023. The 
program was flawlessly organized and presented with 
great enthusiasm by the teachers and students of class 
9. Amantraya commenced with the recitation of the 
Holy Quran. Following that, Principal Rajesh Nair, Vice 
Principal Dr Mary Isaac, Supervisor of the secondary 
section Sumitra Nandakumar and all the class teach-
ers of class 10 lit the lamp spreading the aura of peace 
and tranquility.  

The Vice President of the student Senate warmly 
welcomed the gathering. The children of primary and 
secondary took the stage by storm with their awesome, 
synchronized and fabulous, foot tapping dances and 
belted out soulful and melodious songs which enter-
tained and enthralled everyone.  A short peak into the 
year of class 10 with an audio-visual presentation took 
back everyone through the indelible moments of their 
school life. 

The supervisors from Intermediate and secondary 
sections and the class teachers of class 10 delivered 
their bountiful best wishes and blessings to the outgoing 

batch through their inspirational words tinged with nos-
talgic feelings. They called upon the Almighty to shower 
His blessings on the children. They bade the children to 
remember all the teachers from the very beginning of 
their school life who helped shape their personality and 
character. 

Principal Rajesh Nair delivered the key note address 
to the students. Vice Principal Dr. Mary Isaac also 
addressed the gathering and wished the students well. 
Their motivational words urged the children to surge 
ahead with hard work, optimism and cheerfulness. They 
also advised the children to hold all their teachers, past, 
present and future in high esteem. A few students of the 
outgoing batch of 2022-23 reminisced upon their most 
memorable and awesome moments of their Alma mater 
that moved everyone.  

The Principal then distributed awards of merit in 
various categories and mementos were handed over to 
all the outgoing children. Drawing the event to the 
close was the vote of thanks by the President of the 
student senate. ‘Amantraya’ ended with the customary 
blessings from the Principal, Vice-Principal and all the 
teachers wishing the children all the very best for their 
bright future.


