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GAZA CITY: Zionist warplanes struck Gaza early 
Thursday, drawing retaliatory rocket fire from 
Palestinian militants, as violence flared despite US 
calls for “urgent steps” to restore calm. Zionist entity 
said the pre-dawn strikes were in response to an ear-
lier rocket launch and targeted military training camps 
used by Gaza’s Islamist rulers Hamas. 

A statement from the Zionist military said fighter 
jets had “struck a production site for raw chemical 
material production, preservation and storage 
along with a weapon manufacturing site” belonging 
to Hamas. The strikes came “in response to the 
rocket launch from the Gaza Strip into Zionist enti-
ty earlier” Wednesday. 

“(Hamas) will face the consequences of the secu-
rity violations against Zionist entity,” the army said 
on Twitter. Defence Minister Yoav Gallant vowed 
that the Zionist entity stood ready to respond to any 
attack. “Every attempt to harm our citizens will be 
met with the full force of the IDF.” Hamas 
spokesman Hazem Qassem called the Zionist strikes 
“a continuation of the cycle of aggression against 
the Palestinian people”. 

He accused Zionist entity of “opening the door to 
escalation on the ground”. During talks with Zionist 
entity and Palestinian leaders earlier this week, US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken urged both sides 
to prevent further bloodshed. He expressed sorrow 
for “innocent” Palestinians killed in months of spi-
ralling violence in the Zionist-occupied West Bank, 
warning that the Palestinian people faced “a shrink-
ing horizon of hope”. 

The US top diplomat’s visit came after a deadly 
upsurge in violence in the West Bank last week. A 
Palestinian shot dead seven people outside a syna-
gogue in a Zionist settler neighbourhood of annexed 
east Jerusalem on Friday, a day after the deadliest 
army raid in years in the West Bank killed 10 
Palestinians. 

The synagogue attack on the Jewish Sabbath was 
the deadliest targeting Zionist civilians in more than a 
decade and was celebrated by many Palestinians in 
Gaza and across the West Bank. Zionist entity said its 
deadly raid on Jenin refugee camp targeted Islamic 
Jihad militants. An 11th Palestinian was killed else-
where in the West Bank that day. 

This year the conflict has killed 35 Palestinians-
including attackers, militants and civilians-as well as 
the six Zionist civilians, including a child, and one 
Ukrainian, killed on Friday. Last year was the deadliest 
year in the West Bank since the United Nations start-
ed tracking fatalities in the territory in 2005. 

Some 235 people died in the Zionist-Palestinian 
conflict last year, with nearly 90 percent of the deaths 
on the Palestinian side, according to AFP figures. The 
Palestinian governor of Jericho on Wednesday 
accused the Zionist entity of putting the town under 
“siege” after a Saturday shooting at a restaurant, 
which had no casualties. 

Jericho’s ancient ruins have been a major tourism 
draw in the past. “This is the fifth day of the siege on 
Jericho,” governor Jihad Abu al-Assal told AFP. 
Zionist entity’s army told AFP it had boosted its forces 
in the area and “inspections were increased at the 

city’s entrances and exits”. 
An AFP correspondent said cars were backed up 

at entrances to the city, with checks to get in and out 
of the city often taking hours. Islamic Jihad said it 
would send a delegation led by the militant group’s 
leader Ziad al-Nakhala to Cairo on Thursday at 

Egypt’s invitation. 
The delegation would meet with the head of 

Egypt’s intelligence service to discuss “how to restore 
calm, especially after the last escalation, including the 
aggressions against prisoners”, said Daoud Shihab, a 
senior Islamic Jihad member in Gaza. — AFP 

Zionist warplanes strike  
Gaza following rocket fire

Zionist entity target military training camps used by Hamas

GAZA CITY: Smoke rises above buildings in Gaza City as Zionist entity launched air strikes on the Palestinian 
enclave early on February 2, 2023. Zionist entity conducted air strikes on the central Gaza Strip hours after 
intercepting a rocket fired from the Palestinian territory. — AFP

LAGOS: Gunmen wielding explosives bombed a local 
election office and a police station in southeast Nigeria, 
killing a teenage boy and destroying voting materials, 
officials said, weeks before the country’s presidential 
ballot. The attack on Wednesday on the Idemili office of 
the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) 
in Anambra state was the latest attack on electoral 
authorities in the lead up to the February 25 election. 

Insecurity is a major issue in the campaign for the 
vote to succeed President Muhammadu Buhari, a former 
army commander who is stepping down after two terms 
allowed in the constitution. “The building was substan-
tially damaged. All furniture and other items were 
destroyed, including non-sensitive materials recently 
delivered in readiness for the 2023 General Election,” 
INEC’s national spokesman Festus Okoye said in a state-
ment late Wednesday. 

He said among the items lost were 729 ballot boxes, 
243 voting cubicles and 256 election bags. Okoye said 

voters cards yet to be collected by their owners for the 
ballot were not affected by the fire. “The destruction 
appears to have been coordinated as the Mobile Police 
Station in the LGA (local government area) was similarly 
attacked,” he added. 

Since it emerged from military rule in 1999, elections 
in Africa’s most populous nation have often been marred 
by violence, claims of vote-rigging and logistical prob-
lems. INEC has expressed concerns over repeated 
attacks on its facilities, fearing they may jeopardise the 
election, though INEC’s chairman Mahmood Yakubu has 
said the upcoming ballot will go ahead as planned and 
without delays. 

But Yakubu said this week there were some concerns 
about recent gasoline shortages affecting logistics on 
election day. INEC met with the NNPC state oil compa-
ny to discuss how to manage any scarcity. “The truth is 
our arrangements may be negatively affected by the 
non-availability of products,” he told reporters. 

Anambra police spokesman Ikenga Tochukwu said 
Wednesday’s gunmen, armed also with improvised 
explosives and petrol bombs, invaded the INEC office, 
the police station and the residential building in the 
station. He said a boy was killed and a girl injured in 
the assault. Violence in southeast Nigeria is often 
blamed on the separatist militant group Indigenous 
People of Biafra (IPOB) and its armed wing, the 
Eastern Security Network.  

IPOB, which agitates for a separate state for ethnic 
Igbo people in the southeast, has repeatedly denied 
any responsibility for the violence. Scores of police 
and other security personnel have been killed in 
southeastern states since the beginning of last year in 
targeted attacks, according to local media tallies. 
Separatism is sensitive in Nigeria, where a 1967 call 
for an independent Republic of Biafra in the southeast 
by Igbo army officers sparked a three-year civil war 
that left more than one million people dead. — AFP 
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LAGOS: Lagos State governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu (L) ges-
tures as he stands beside Nigerian President Muhammadu 
Buhari (R) during the inauguration of Lagos Rail Mass 
Transit Blue line at Marina station in Lagos. — AFP

OTTAWA: Canada’s parliament on Wednesday 
unanimously passed a motion to take in 10,000 
Uyghur refugees who fled China but are now fac-
ing pressure to return. The move builds on a 
February 2021 move by Canadian lawmakers to 
label Beijing’s treatment of Uyghurs and other 
Turkic Muslims in its northwestern Xinjiang terri-
tory as genocide. 

Rights groups believe at least one million 
Uyghurs and other mostly Muslim minorities have 
been incarcerated in internment camps in the 
region, where China is also accused of forcibly 
sterilizing women and imposing forced labor. Tens 
of thousands have fled. 

And according to backbench MP Sameer 
Zuberi, who sponsored the motion, at least 1,600 
have been detained in other countries at China’s 
behest or forcibly repatriated. —AFP 

Canada moves to  
take in 10,000  
Uyghur refugees

Continued from Page 1 
 
“Once the market stabilizes, we will review our 

capital market strategy,” he said, stressing that its 
record on paying back debt was “impeccable”. 
Adani, a 60-year-old publicity-shy school 
dropout, has seen his operations expand at break-
neck speed, with Adani Enterprises shares soaring 
more than 1,000 percent over the past five years. 

Until last week, he was the world’s third-richest 
man. By Thursday he had slipped down to 16th 
place in the real-time Forbes rich list. According 
to Hindenburg Research, Adani artificially boosted 
the share prices of its units by funneling money 
into the stocks through offshore tax havens. This 
“brazen stock manipulation and accounting fraud 
scheme” is “the largest con in corporate history”, 
Hindenburg said. 

Adani said it was the victim of a “maliciously 
mischievous” reputational attack and issued a 
413-page statement on Sunday that it said showed 
Hindenburg’s claims were “nothing but a lie”. 
Hindenburg, which makes money by betting on 
stocks falling, said in response that Adani failed to 
answer most of the questions raised in its report. 
Critics say Adani’s close relationship with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, who is also from Gujarat 
state, has helped him win business and avoid 

proper oversight. 
Analysts say the turmoil has hurt India’s image 

just as it seeks to woo overseas investors away 
from China. Independent markets commentator 
Srinath Sridharan said the crisis was a key test for 
India’s financial regulators. “Are they asking ques-
tions, demanding disclosures? All that is extreme-
ly critical,” Sridharan told AFP, calling the mayhem 
a “lesson for India Inc”. 

India’s central bank has asked lenders for 
details of their exposure to the Adani Group - 
whose interests include ports, telecoms, airports, 
media and coal, oil and solar power - Bloomberg 
reported citing unnamed sources. “Now the ques-
tion becomes: Are they forced to actually go and 
sell off crown jewels to strategic investors? I 
would expect that is what Adani will end up hav-
ing to do,” Tim Buckley, an Australian energy ana-
lyst who monitors India, told AFP. 

Parliament was adjourned on Thursday morn-
ing after repeated interjections from lawmakers 
demanding the government grant a debate on 
Adani and the level of exposure by public-sec-
tor banks and financial institutions. Other Indian 
equities have remained steady since Adani’s 
slide and Indian tech minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 
told Bloomberg TV said he was not worried 
about a domino effect. “India has a very broad 
spectrum of infrastructure companies,” he said. 
“Whatever blip is there on the stock market is 
not going to affect the overall economy, I am 
very sure of that.” — AFP  
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the statement quoted Minister Sheikh Talal as 

saying. “We must double our efforts and take a 

stand to confront this danger in full force, to fight it 
and to eliminate it in order to protect the youth of 
the country,” he added. 

The drug bust, which falls under the directives 
of the interior minister, underlines efforts to “deci-
sively address and conduct preemptive raids on 
drug dealers and smugglers, protect the country’s 
youth from the dangers of this devastating 
scourge, and tackle gangs specialized in transport-
ing and promoting drugs, psychotropic substances 
and intoxicants.” — KUNA 

Largest haul of 
narcotics seized...

Continued from Page 1 
 
 ISS, if circumstances allow. Fasting is not com-

pulsory for certain groups of people, including 
those who are travelling or unwell. “I will prepare 
for the month of Ramadan with the intention to 
fast,” AlNeyadi said.  

He will become the second man from the wealthy 
United Arab Emirates to go to space, after Hazzaa 
Al-Mansoori’s eight-day mission in 2019. During the 
voyage, AlNeyadi will study the impacts of micro-
gravity on the human body in preparation for future 
missions to the Moon and Mars, he said. Six months 

“may seem like a long time, but I don’t mind 
because the schedule is packed”. 

It has already been a long journey for AlNeyadi, 
who served 20 years in the UAE military. He also 
studied electronics and communications engineer-
ing in Britain, and then completed a PhD in data 
leakage prevention technology at Griffith University 
in Australia. The UAE is a newcomer to the world of 
space exploration but quickly making its mark. It 
sent an unmanned spacecraft to Mars in 2021, in the 
Arab world’s first interplanetary mission, and last 
year a rover to the Moon. 

AlNeyadi said he was “happy” to embark on the 
mission and would take along “pictures of my family, 
maybe some toys that belong to my children”. “I will 
also take my jiu-jitsu uniform because of my love for 
the sport,” he added. Asked whether he would do 
any low-gravity grappling while floating around the 
ISS, he laughed: “We’ll see how it goes.” — AFP  
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from decomposing. But exactly how this was done 

has largely remained lost to time. 
Now a team of researchers from Germany’s 

Tuebingen and Munich universities in collaboration 
with the National Research Centre in Cairo has found 
some answers by analyzing the residue in 31 ceramic 
vessels found at the Saqqara mummification work-
shop. By comparing the residue to containers found 
in adjacent tombs, they were able to identify which 
chemicals were used. 

The substances had “antifungal, anti-bacterial 
properties” which helped “preserve human tissues and 
reduce unpleasant smells”, the study’s lead author, 
Maxime Rageot, told a press conference. Helpfully, the 
vessels have labels on them. “To wash,” reads the label 
of one bowl, while another says: “to make his odor 
pleasant”. The head received the most care with three 
different concoctions - one of which was labelled “to 
put on his head”. 

“We have known the names of many of these 
embalming ingredients since ancient Egyptian writ-
ings were deciphered,” Egyptologist Susanne Beck 
said in a statement from Tuebingen University. “But 
until now, we could only guess at what substances 
were behind each name.” The labels also helped 
Egyptologists clear up some confusion about the 
names of some of the substances. 

The scant details we have about the mummification 
process mostly comes from ancient papyrus, with 
Greek authors such as Herodotus often filling in gaps. 
By identifying the residue in their new bowls, the 
researchers found that the word “antiu”, which has 
long been translated as myrrh or frankincense, can 
actually be a mixture of numerous different ingredi-
ents. In Saqqara, the bowl labelled antiu was a blend of 
cedar oil, juniper or cypress oil and animal fats. 

The discovery showed the ancient Egyptians had 
built up “enormous knowledge accumulated through 
centuries of embalming,” said Philipp Stockhammer of 
Germany’s Max Planck Institute of Geoanthropology. 
For example, they knew that if the body was taken out 
of the natron salt, then it was in danger of being imme-
diately “colonized by microbes that would eat up the 
skin”, he said. 

Stockhammer said “one of the most surprising find-
ings” was the presence of resins, such as dammar and 
elemi, which likely came from tropical forests in 
Southeast Asia, as well as signs of Pistacia, juniper, 
cypress and olive trees from the Mediterranean. The 
diversity of substances “shows us that the industry of 
embalming” drove momentum for “globalization”, 
Stockhammer said. It also shows that “Egyptian 
embalmers were very interested to experiment and get 
access to other resins and tars with interesting proper-
ties,” he added. 

The embalmers are believed to have taken advan-
tage of a trade route that came to Egypt through 
present-day Indonesia, India, the Arabian Gulf and 
the Red Sea from around 2000 BC. The Saqqara 
excavation was led by Ramadan Hussein, a Tuebingen 
University archaeologist, who died last year before 
the research was published in the journal Nature on 
Wednesday.  — AFP  
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This handout image shows an artist’s impression of 
embalming scenes which could have taken place in 
Saqqara in Egypt.  —  AFP 


