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Musa Hasahya Kasera has so many
children he can’t remember most
of their names. The Ugandan vil-

lager is struggling to provide for his vast
family that he says includes 12 wives,
102 children and 578 grandchildren, and
now feels enough is enough.

“At first it was a joke... but now this

has its problems,” the 68-year-old told
AFP at his homestead in the village of
Bugisa in Butaleja district, a remote rural
area of eastern Uganda. “With my health
failing and merely two acres of land for
such a huge family, two of my wives left
because I could not afford the basics like
food, education, clothing.”

Hasahya, who is currently unemployed

but has become something of a tourist
attraction in his village, said his wives
now take birth control to stop the family
expanding further. “My wives are on con-
traceptives but I am not. I don’t expect to
have more children because I have learnt
from my irresponsible act of producing so
many children that I can’t look after.”

Hasahya’s brood lives largely in a rap-
idly dilapidating house, its corrugated iron
roof rusting away, or in about two dozen
grass-thatched mud huts nearby. He mar-
ried his first wife in 1972 at a traditional
ceremony when they were both about 17
and his first child Sandra Nabwire was
born a year later. “Because we were born
only two of us, I was advised by my

brother, relatives and friends to marry
many wives to produce many children to
expand our family heritage,” Hasahya
said.

No fighting
Attracted by his then status as a cattle

trader and butcher, Hasahya said vil-
lagers would offer their daughters’ hand
in marriage, even some below the age of
18. Child marriage was only banned in
Uganda in 1995, while polygamy is
allowed in the East African country
according to certain religious traditions.
Hasahya’s 102 children range in age
from 10 to 50, while the youngest wife is
aged about 35.

“The challenge is I can only remember
the name of my first and the last born but
some of the children I can’t recall their
names,” he said as he rummaged
through piles of old notebooks looking for
details about their births. “It’s the mothers
who help me to identify them.”

But Hasahya can’t even recall the
names of some of his wives, and has to
consult one of his sons, Shaban Magino,
a 30-year-old primary school teacher who
helps run the family’s affairs and is one of
the few to have received an education. To
resolve disputes in such a huge set-up,
Hasahya says they have monthly family
meetings.

A local official who oversees Bugisa, a
village of about 4,000 people, said that
despite the challenges, Hasahya has
“brought up his children very well” and
there had been no cases of theft or fight-
ing for example.

‘Barely enough’
Bugisa’s residents are largely peas-

ants involved in small-scale farming of
crops such as rice, cassava, coffee, or
raising cattle.  Many members of
Hasahya’s family try to earn money or
food by doing chores for their neighbors,
or spend their days fetching firewood
and water, often travelling long distances
on foot.

Those at home sit around the
grounds, some women weaving mats or
plaiting hair, while the men play cards
under the shelter of a tree. When the
midday meal of boiled cassava is ready,
Hasahya saunters out of the hut where
he spends most of his day, and calls out
in a commanding voice for the family to
line up to eat.

“But the food is barely enough. We are
forced to feed the children once or on a
good day twice,” says Hasahya’s third
wife Zabina. She said if she had known
he had other wives, she would not have
agreed to marry him. “Even when I came
and resigned myself to my fate... he
brought the fourth, fifth until he reached
12,” she added in despair.

Two of his wives have already left
Hasahya, and another three now live in
another town about two kilometres (1.2
miles) away because of the overcrowding
at the homestead. When asked why he
thought more of his wives did not abandon
him, Hasahya declared: “They all love me,
you see they are happy!” — AFP

Hong Kong offers
500,000 free flights
after COVID isolation

Hong Kong is ready to welcome the
world back, its leader said
Thursday, pledging more than half

a million free flights and positive publicity
to resurrect the once-vibrant global hub
after three years of COVID-enforced iso-
lation. The government’s rebranding
campaign, “Hello, Hong Kong”, bills itself
as an effort to tell “good stories” about
the southern Chinese city, where years
of political repression, coupled with pan-
demic curbs, have tarnished its busi-
ness-friendly reputation.

Promising “no isolation, no quarantine
and no restrictions” during a speech to
business and tourism heavyweights,
Chief Executive John Lee announced
500,000 free air tickets for visitors to
experience the city’s “hustle and bustle”.
The giveaway will open in March, and
mainly be distributed by local airlines
Cathay Pacific, HK Express and Hong
Kong Airlines.

Another 80,000 tickets will be offered
to residents in the summer, with the car-
riers yet to announce destinations. “This,
ladies and gentlemen, is probably the
world’s biggest welcome ever,” Lee said.
Adherence to Beijing’s zero-COVID doc-
trine of quarantine, closed borders and
face masks kept Hong Kong largely
virus-free until a deadly Omicron out-
break at the start of 2022.

But it also contributed to an economic
recession and the exodus of more than
2.5 percent of the population. Even as
business leaders warned Hong Kong
would need a full COVID exit plan before
any meaningful reboot, officials insisted

on gradually rolling back restrictions. The
controls closed off what was previously
one of Asia’s most connected cities.
Hong Kong welcomed just 600,000 visi-
tors in 2022, less than one percent of
2018’s figure.

‘Proof will be in the pudding’ 
More than 130 international compa-

nies have shuttered their Hong Kong
offices over the past three years, while a
recent survey of 253 Japanese firms
showed securing quality workers was
their top concern. More than a quarter of
the surveyed companies worried about
brain drain due to the national security
law Beijing imposed in 2020 to quell
huge and often violent protests.

According to official figures, more
than 140,000 people left Hong Kong’s
labor force last year, when the economy
contracted by 3.5 percent. The top US
diplomat in Hong Kong, Greg May, said
last week that the city’s reputation as a
financial centre will hinge on its ability to
uphold human rights.

“Our view continues to be that
Beijing’s actions could further force
many of the city’s best and brightest to
flee,” he said. Lee, a former security
chief currently under US sanctions over
his role in snuffing out 2019’s protests,
promised to correct the poor publicity he
and other government officials have
blamed for the metropolis’s malaise.

“I will personally carry the promotion-
al messages of our prowess as the
world’s freest economy and China’s
international financial centre.” Speaking
to AFP at the campaign launch, Peter
Burnett, the former chair of the British
Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong,
said “the proof will be in the pudding”
for the reboot. “At least they’re doing
something about it. And that to me is
very, very encouraging.”— AFP

Who are the best
new artists?
Check TikTok
After several years of Grammy cere-

monies with clear frontrunners for
Best New Artist, Sunday’s race is

wide open-but no matter who wins, many
of the nominees have TikTok to thank.
The short-form video app has been a
powerful force in music for years now-a
jump-off point for artists looking to make
it and a means of promotion for those
already established in the industry.

And though the Recording Academy is
not exactly known for reflecting the zeit-
geist-its voters routinely favor legacy per-
formers and throwback acts-the Best
New Artist category has grown increas-
ingly eclectic and representative of the
internet age’s impact on popular music.

“Social media over time has made the
music industry a lot more reactive to
what people are raising their hands for,
rather than taking this top-down
approach of kind of deciding, okay, this is
the star of the moment,” said Tatiana

Cirisano, a music industry analyst at
MIDiA Research.

It’s not new for artists to come up
through social media-Justin Bieber was
discovered on YouTube, and Shawn
Mendes gained traction on the video app
Vine-but “TikTok has just really explod-
ed,” Cirisano said. “It’s clear that it’s an
integral part of pretty much every artist’s
strategy.”

TikTok named three of this year’s
artists vying for the Best New Artist prize-
Latto, Muni Long and Omar Apollo-as top
emerging artists on its app. Also up for
the coveted Grammy are Brazil’s Anitta,
who found viral TikTok fame with a dance
challenge to her smash “Envolver,” and
Italy’s Maneskin, the Eurovision rockers
who saw their cover of “Beggin’” strike
algorithm gold.

The past two Best New Artist winners,
Olivia Rodrigo and Megan Thee Stallion,
also found resounding success on
TikTok. The other 2023 nominees-indie
act Wet Leg, jazz duo JD Beck and
Domi, rapper-singer Tobe Nwigwe, blue-
grass artist Molly Tuttle and jazz singer
Samara Joy-all also boast strong follow-
ings on the app. Joy told NPR last year
she had recently joined “because that’s
where my generation is.”

“I posted a couple of videos, and a

month later, 100,000 people-I was like, I
can’t,” she said with a laugh. “People
now are, like, coming up to me like, ‘I
found you on social media. I found you
on TikTok, and I just had to, you know,
come see a show.’”

‘The new MTV’
While most Grammy awards have little

to nothing to do with fan base or com-
mercial success, the primary eligibility
requirement for Best New Artist is break-
ing into the public consciousness-and
thus it’s the award “that the people have
the biggest impact on,” Cirisano told AFP.
“These days, 90 percent of artists’ break-
throughs into public consciousness is
happening on TikTok,” the analyst said.

Cassie Petrey, the founder of the digi-
tal marketing company Crowd Surf,
agrees: “TikTok is the new MTV. When I
was younger, all the artists in the Best
New Artist category generally would have
been on the radio or on MTV... TikTok is
one of those mainstream media plat-
forms of our time.”

And Cirisano says it’s changed the
way record labels find new talent in the
first place. While scouts used to check
out local shows, find potential artists and
then cultivate them, labels now are “look-
ing for them to already have an audi-
ence, and already have had sort of a
breakthrough moment on their own,” she
explains.

In some ways, Cirisano says, this has
been democratizing, opening doors “for
so many artists that maybe never would
have had the means or the resources, or
just by luck been able to get the attention
of anyone in the industry.”

But it’s also left some artists bemoan-
ing the mental health toll that a robust
online presence can have, or the stress
they feel over spending too much time on
social media instead of making music.
Marketer Petrey said that while promo-
tion is important, it’s not the job of artists
to figure out strategy. “You just have to
stay focused on art-that’s your job,” she
said. “We’re reminding people of that all
the time.”

And though there have been com-
plaints among some people in the indus-
try that artists are tailoring their music to
make it more social media-friendly,
Cirisano thinks those concerns are
overblown, noting that past develop-
ments like Auto-Tune or ringtones trig-
gered similar worry.

“I would just encourage people to rec-
ognize how every new technology has
been met with a similar reaction,” she
said. “I tend to think that those concerns
are a little bit overstated. I think that good
music will always shine through at the
end of the day.” — AFP

Musa Hasahya (center) pose for a picture with some of his wives, children and grandchildren outside their family home in Butaleja district in
Eastern Uganda. — AFP photos

Musa Hasahya (center) poses for a picture with his wives outside their family home in Butaleja
district in Eastern Uganda.

Musa Hasahya’s (not seen) children play a traditional game outside their family home in
Butaleja district in Eastern Uganda.

Musa Hasahya’s (not seen) children and
grandchildren share a jackfruit harvested from
a tree in their garden outside their family home
in Butaleja district in Eastern Uganda.

Musa Hasahya’s (not seen) child plait the hair
of another outside their family home in
Butaleja district in Eastern Uganda.

A man walks near an art installation of penguin sculptures in Hong Kong. — AFP photos
People attend the TikTok Awards ceremony in Mexico City. — AFP 


