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Pop megastar Beyonce on
Wednesday announced plans to tour
Europe and North America later this

year, following the release of her latest
album “Renaissance” — just days before
a Grammy Awards ceremony where she
is the most-nominated artist. The concerts
— set for May and June in Europe and
July to September in the United States
and Canada — mark the singer’s “first
solo tour in over six years,” according to a
statement from producer Live Nation.

The announcement four days ahead of
the 65th Grammys — where she has

been nominated for nine awards — has
ignited hope among fans that Queen Bey
could make an appearance at the show in
Los Angeles Sunday.

According to Variety, there is specula-
tion she may even perform at the ceremo-
ny — possibly alongside her husband and
fellow superstar Jay-Z, who the entertain-
ment magazine reports will take the stage
with rapper and producer DJ Khaled.
Sunday’s ceremony could come down to
a matchup between Beyonce and British
pop diva Adele, who has been nominated
for seven awards.

The release of pulsating club track col-
lection “Renaissance,” the 41-year-old’s
seventh solo album, was considered by
many the biggest music industry event of
2022, further solidifying Beyonce’s spot as
the uncontested queen of the dance floor.

According to the announcement, the
artist’s charitable organization BeyGood
will support small businesses, scholarship
funds and local community initiatives in
cities throughout the tour. Tickets for North
American shows are set to go on sale
February 6, via Ticketmaster. — AFP

In this file photo US singer/songwriter
Beyonce arrives for the world premiere of
Disney’s “The Lion King” at the Dolby Theatre
in Hollywood. — AFP 

Jailed Iran 
filmmaker Jafar
Panahi says on
hunger strike
Acclaimed Iranian filmmaker Jafar

Panahi, who has been jailed for the
last six months, said he has begun

a hunger strike to protest his continued
detention, according to a statement pub-
lished by his wife Thursday. Panahi,
whose films have won prizes at all of
Europe’s main film festivals, was arrested
in July even before the current wave of
protests that have shaken the regime
started in September.

There were expectations last month
that the judiciary could order his release,
but he remains behind bars in Tehran’s
Evin prison. He started his dry hunger
strike, refusing food and water, from
Wednesday, he said in the statement.
“Today, like many people trapped in Iran, I
have no choice but to protest against this
inhumane behavior with my dearest pos-
session-my life,” said Panahi.

“In protest against the illegal and inhu-
mane behavior of the judicial and security
apparatus and this hostage-taking, I have
started a dry hunger strike as of February
1. I will refuse to eat and drink any food
and medicine until the time of my release.
“I will remain in this state until perhaps my
lifeless body is freed from prison.” Panahi,
62, was arrested on July 11 and had been
due to serve a six-year sentence handed
down in 2010 after his conviction for “pro-
paganda against the system”.

But on October 15, the Supreme Court
quashed the conviction and ordered a
retrial, raising hopes among his legal
team he could be released. Panahi won a
Golden Lion at the Venice Film Festival in
2000 for his film “The Circle”. In 2015, he
won the Golden Bear at Berlin for “Taxi
Tehran”, and in 2018, he won the best
screenplay prize at Cannes for “Three

Faces”. Panahi’s July arrest came after
he attended a court hearing for fellow film
director Mohammad Rasoulof, who had
been detained a few days earlier.

Rasoulof was released from prison on
January 7 after being granted a two-week
furlough for health reasons and is still
believed to be outside of jail. Cinema fig-
ures have been among the thousands of
people arrested by Iran in its crackdown
on the protests sparked by the September
16 death in custody of Mahsa Amini, 22,
who had been arrested for allegedly vio-
lating its strict dress code for women.

Star actor Taraneh Alidoosti, who had
published images of herself without wear-
ing the Islamic headscarf, was among
those detained although she was
released in early January after being held
for almost three weeks. — AFP 

UK schools 
fight misogyny
peddled by online
influencer Tate

When Nick Hewlett, head of a
London school, was told about
controversial online influencer

Andrew Tate by a parent, he had never
heard the name. Yet he soon found out
that his students were familiar with all of
Tate’s misogynist posts on social media.

The head teacher of St Dunstan’s
College decided to counter the problem,
even before Tate’s arrest in December in
Romania. Hewlett’s solution, and that of
some other schools, is to openly talk to
students about Tate’s ideas.

Tate, a 36-year-old former kick boxer,
is being investigated along with his broth-
er on accusations of “forming an organ-
ized criminal group, human trafficking and
rape”, charges which they deny. When
this news broke, many adults learned for
the first time of this British man’s exis-
tence and that he was already an internet
star for teenagers across English-speak-
ing countries and beyond. Tate’s name
was one of the most-searched-for terms
on Google in 2022. He is known for his
motivational videos, in which he lays out
his vision of masculinity and success,
waving a cigar and baring his chest.

For him, success is synonymous with
wealth, domination and possessing
women and luxury cars. In one of his
most disturbing messages, he talks about
women being “the property” of men. In a
tweet, he wrote: “A man without struggle
is never going to be a powerful man... If
you’re going to be a hero, you’re going to
suffer.” He also said: “Masculine life is
war”.

‘Talks about women like objects’
Just mentioning Tate’s name is enough

to set off a heated debate among
teenagers. “At one point, I thought his
message was good. He was encouraging
men to go the gym,” says 17-year-old
Kieran, outside his state school in north
London. “He talked about masculinity
while a lot of men are lost. They are
asked to behave in a certain way.”

Tate’s ban from some social media has
not been enough to stop him reaching
minors. “After his arrest, I talked with my
mother and my sister and I realized how
serious it was,” says Kieran. He says he
has tried to block Tate from his social
media but keeps seeing the content pop-
ping up anyway. Kieran’s friend Jon, 18,
says he likes some of Tate’s messages,
but has noticed that he “talks about
women like objects”. “I’ve never liked
him,” says Lilly, 17, the only girl in the
group.

‘Toxic masculinity’
“Do we have a defined sense of what

modern masculinity looks like? I’m not
sure we do... I think that creates a huge
vacuum in particular for young boys. And
some exploit that”, said the head of St
Dunstan’s College. To deal with the prob-

lem, the private school in south London
has added Tate’s story to a lesson topic
already being taught. From the age of 11,
students learn about gender stereotypes
and equality. At the age of around 13, they
cover “toxic masculinity”.

“We have 1,200 children here. So,
inevitably, some are going to be falling
under his influence — or his spell,” says
Hewlett. “If schools don’t respond to that,
who is going to challenge their views? (...)
You’ll create a generation of young people
who have a completely distorted view of
what success looks like.”

The students learn about this topic
through discussions between girls and
boys, with the teacher playing the role of
facilitator. Together, they deconstruct the
discourse of Tate and other influencers.

Baffled parents
Natasha Eeles heads Bold Voices, a

social enterprise she founded in 2018 that
visits schools and universities to teach
students about gender inequality. She
says she first heard of Tate in May 2022.
Currently, 70 percent of schools that con-
tact her want her to talk about him. “A lot
of his rhetoric relies on stereotypes on
masculinity. It’s very difficult to challenge
that,” she says.

Last autumn, Bold Voices put together
a toolkit to help parents start a conversa-
tion with children about Tate. The advice
includes asking open questions such as
“What do you think of him?” and explain-
ing what misogyny and homophobia
mean. “There’s a panic and fear among
lots of parents, carers, teachers about
Andrew Tate,” says Michael Conroy,
founder of Men at Work, a social enter-
prise that helps teachers and social work-
ers talk to young men. “Teachers say
young men are frequently bringing him
into the classroom by quoting him, what-
ever the context,” he says.

For example in a business studies
class, some will give him as an example,
saying: “he’s the greatest businessman in
the world”. While Tate is being held in
detention pending investigation, his
videos are still going viral and he and his
close allies are still tweeting. Asked
whether a jail term would reduce Tate’s
influence, Conroy is skeptical. “If he stays
in jail, let’s not be naive. Others will fill the
space.” — AFP

Iranian filmmaker Jafar Panahi

In this file photo British-US influencer Andrew
Tate arrives handcuffed and escorted by
police at a courthouse in Bucharest on
February 1, 2023 to hear the court decision on
his appeal against pre-trial detention for
alleged human trafficking, rape and forming a
criminal group. — AFP 

Libraries offer novel
‘warm space’ for
hard-up Britons

As Britain endures a cost-of-liv-
ing crisis, public libraries and
other community hubs are pro-

viding “warm spaces” for vulnerable
members of society to stay safe and
access free food this winter. In
Ipswich, a town in eastern England,
local resident Marina Flynn has been
a regular visitor to Chantry Library
over the past year. “It’s a great warm
space to come to, obviously with the
cost of heating these days,” Flynn told
AFP as the outdoor temperature reg-
istered about five degrees Celsius (41
degrees Fahrenheit). “It’s been as
cold in my house as outside” this win-
ter, added 54-year-old Flynn, who is
unemployed and relies on the library’s
foodbank that provides donated sta-
ples and sanitary products for free.

“The foodbank I use quite a lot with
the cost-of-living crisis, not being able
to afford food,” said Flynn, who com-
petes to be heard against a babble
from babies and toddlers heading
home with carers following a musical
activity organized by the library. UK
public libraries are government-fund-
ed via local councils but have suffered
from large budget cuts in recent
years, causing many to fundraise and
rely on volunteers to help bridge gaps.

‘Areas of deprivation’ 
With inflation soaring worldwide

last year on surging energy costs, a
charity seeking to improve UK library
services produced national guidance
for organizations wanting to set up
“warm spaces” ahead of the current
winter. Local councils are using the
guidance-an idea of money-saving
expert and television personality
Martin Lewis-to help set up warm
spaces in other community venues
such as churches and village halls.
“The services have been well used,”
said Nick Poole, chief executive of the
library charity CILIP. “It’s mainly been
focused on areas where you’ve got
multiple deprivation or older and vul-
nerable communities,” he told AFP.

The government of Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak is subsidizing electricity
and gas bills this winter but house-
holds and businesses are still left pay-
ing far more than a year ago. Poole
would rather that extended support
services did not exist in Britain’s thou-
sands of libraries. “But if they’re going
to, we want them to be safe and wel-
coming and inclusive.” In one corner
of Chantry Library stands a small
cafe, which provides free hot drinks
and soup on Sundays. “We have cus-
tomers come in that are sad and we
help them out as much as we possibly
can,” said Mark Dyer, the eatery’s 48-
year-old owner.

‘Come for company’ 
Poole said it feels like “a natural

extension of the function of” libraries
to be safe and warm spaces. “People
don’t want to admit they’re in trouble.
People have used the (cost-of-living)
services but don’t like talking about it
very much,” he added. Visitors whose
needs cannot be met by the library
are signposted to other support
groups. “I live on my own so I tend to
come up here for company,” said
Flynn, who attends a weekly men’s
talking group.

Later in the day, a group of women
gather round a table to knit, while
donated clothes hang next to the
library’s entrance on “kindness racks”.
“We have had a clothes rack since
before the cost-of-living” crisis, said
Vicki Mann, manager of Chantry
Library.

“But that has grown given the fact
that we don’t just offer children’s
clothes now... and we can’t keep it
replenished enough.” According to
Poole, libraries “are always there to
meet local needs. “But at the same
time, we can’t do everything for every-
one with no money... It’s very hard for
the libraries to exist themselves. They
cost money to heat and light.”—AFP

Chantry Library is pictured in Ipswich,
eastern England.

When the damselfly reappeared in
France in 2009 after a 133-year
absence, it was considered a

small miracle. But the dragonfly’s smaller
cousin hasn’t been seen in four years,
sparking fresh fears it may be gone for
good-a worrying indicator of the health of
the world’s precious wetlands in which it
breeds.

Damselflies face menaces on multiple
fronts. In Asia, the wetlands and jungles
in which they live are often cleared for
crops like palm oil. In Latin America their

habitats are razed to build houses and
offices. In Europe and North America,
pesticides, pollutants and climate change
have posed the biggest threat.

So when the Nehalennia speciosa
damselfly was spotted in wetlands in the
Jura region of eastern France for the first
time since 1876, scientists were over-
joyed-calling the rediscovery an “ecologi-
cal scoop”. But that comeback was prob-
ably only a “remission from the collapse
that our biodiversity is suffering,” said nat-
uralist Francois Dehondt.

The last confirmed sighting was in
2019, when a severe drought gripped the
Jura, and experts fear there might not be
a second comeback. “The water source
that shelters the insect was reduced to
nothing” by drought, Dehondt wrote in
France’s Le Monde newspaper in
December. In 2020, water levels
remained low. The following year, some
water returned to the bogs of the Jura
where a dozen or so damselflies had
been spotted in 2009. And then last year-
the hottest on record in France-the region
was once again parched. Damselflies
were nowhere to be seen.—AFP

Pandemic to paradise:
Chinese tourists
return to Bali after
three years

Donning yellow “Bali” hats featuring a
surfer as the last letter, Chinese
tourists walked along the

Indonesian backpacker hotspot’s pristine
blue waters, forgetting three years of
COVID-19 misery. Exploring “turtle
island”, taking day trips to neighboring
Lombok and hitting Bali’s famed beaches,
the world’s biggest-spending tourists were
back after the Lunar New Year kicked off
and Beijing reopened to the world last
month.

“I am especially happy to travel
because, before the pandemic, I was
someone who liked to travel a lot, going
all over to see the sights, experience dif-
ferent cultures and people,” Li Zhao-long,
a 28-year-old internet company worker
from Kunming in southwest Yunnan
province, told AFP. “Three years on, being
able to come from China to Indonesia, I

am extremely happy and overjoyed.”
Chinese holidaymakers have endured

years of lockdowns and travel restrictions
driven by Beijing’s fervent pursuit of its
“zero-COVID” policy, followed by a sud-
den reopening and accompanying spike
in infections. Now a lucky few armed with
selfie-sticks and clad in tropical shirts and
straw hats are on long-awaited getaways
to the “Island of Gods”.

In recent years Chinese visitor num-
bers to Bali plunged after both countries

closed their borders at the height of the
pandemic. But Indonesia’s tourism minis-
ter said Jakarta was aiming for a massive
rebound from those lows and estimated
the country would welcome 253,000
Chinese tourists this year.

Balinese officials are even more bull-
ish, hoping for the return of two-thirds of
the 1.2 million Chinese visitors who came
to the island pre-pandemic-making them
the second biggest group of tourists
behind Australians.

‘Happy occasion’
Though only several hundred Chinese

tourists have arrived so far on a once-
weekly flight from Shenzhen, the
Indonesian government says four more
airlines have applied to fly regularly to Bali
from China.

Officials are anticipating a return to
normal Chinese tourist levels-which once
amounted to a fifth of all visitors-on the
island by 2025. The government also
plans to ramp up its marketing of Bali as a
paradise destination, according to the
tourism minister.

At a mall in the Balinese capital
Denpasar, Dong Yi was one of those who
didn’t need to be persuaded, vowing to
return to Indonesia now mainlanders
could travel back and forth. “From the
moment I stepped off the plane, I could
feel the passionate hospitality of the Bali
islanders. I really like it here,” said the 47-
year-old finance worker. “In the future, I
will come here often to travel”

Li said the pandemic was a “tough
period” for him and his compatriots, and
after the agonizing three-year wait, “just
being able to leave the country is a happy
occasion”.—AFP

This handout photograph released by Office
Pour les Insects et Leur Environnment (OPIE)
shows a damselfly (Nehalennia speciosa) at
Negenborn, Germany. — AFP 

Chinese tourists are seen shopping at a mall in Denpasar, on Indonesia’s resort island of Bali. — AFP 


