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News in brief

2,000 driving licenses revoked 
 
KUWAIT: The traffic department at the inte-
rior ministry has asked 2,000 expatriates to 
contact it to hand back their driving licenses 
after they were canceled. “The traffic depart-
ment reviewed the lists of expatriates who 
hold driving licenses, and during the past 
month, 2,000 expatriates were identified who 
no longer meet the conditions for obtaining a 
driving license, which necessitates withdraw-
ing them,” sources told Kuwait Times.

Call for quick govt formation 
 
KUWAIT: Thirty-nine lawmakers issued a 
joint statement on Tuesday calling for speeding 
up the formation of a new Cabinet after the 
government resigned last month. The lawmak-
ers said the constitution states in one of its 
provisions that the new Cabinet after elections 
should be formed within two weeks, and this 
should be taken as a reference for forming the 
government. Speaker Ahmad Al-Saadoun on 
Tuesday adjourned a regular session because 
the government did not attend. The speaker 
told MPs the Cabinet is not coming for 
Wednesday’s session and also for Thursday’s 
special session proposed by MPs to debate 
cheating in exams.  

Turkey-Syria quake toll tops 6,200
Kuwait rushes aid to victims • Crown Prince conveys condolences to Erdogan

SANLIURFA, Turkey: Rescuers in Turkey and 
Syria battled frigid cold Tuesday in a race against 
time to find survivors under buildings flattened by 
an earthquake that killed more than 6,200 people. 
Tremors that inflicted more suffering on a border 
area, already plagued by conflict, left people on the 
streets burning debris to try to stay warm as inter-
national aid began to arrive. 

Relief flights of Kuwait’s humanitarian “air bridge” 
departed Tuesday to Turkey under the directives of 
HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. The launch of the “air bridge” was witnessed 

by the Head of Kuwait Fire Force Lt Gen Khaled Al-
Mekrad and Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait Tuba 
Nur Sonmez, with the participation of the ministry of 
foreign affairs, Kuwait Fire Force, 
Kuwait Red Crescent Society, min-
istry of health and the Kuwaiti army. 
The foreign ministry coordinated the 
launch of the air bridge, while the 
Kuwaiti army took over the responsibility of trans-
porting cadres, machinery and equipment by air. 

Upon instructions of HH the Amir, HH the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 

made a phone call to Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, in which he expressed condo-
lences. HH the Crown Prince also expressed 

Kuwait’s solidarity with Turkey and 
readiness to provide assistance in this 
difficult time. Some extraordinary 
survival tales have emerged, including 
a newborn baby pulled alive from 

rubble in Syria, still tied by her umbilical cord to her 
mother who died in Monday’s quake. “We heard a 
voice while we were digging,” Khalil Al-Suwadi, a 
relative, told AFP. “We cleared the dust and found the 

baby with the umbilical cord (intact) so we cut it and 
my cousin took her to hospital.” The infant is the sole 
survivor of her immediate family, the rest of whom 
were killed in the rebel-held town of Jindayris. 

The 7.8-magnitude quake struck Monday as peo-
ple slept, flattening thousands of structures, trapping 
an unknown number of people and potentially 
impacting millions. Whole rows of buildings col-
lapsed, leaving some of the heaviest devastation near 
the quake’s epicenter between the Turkish cities of 
Gaziantep and Kahramanmaras.  

Continued on Page 6 

(Left) Mesut Hancer holds the hand of his 15-year-old daughter Irmak on Feb 7, 2023, who died in Kahramanmaras, a day after a 7.8-magnitude earthquake struck southeast Turkey. (Right) Head of Kuwait Fire 
Force Lt Gen Khaled Al-Mekrad, Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait Tuba Nur Sonmez and other officials and volunteers attend the launch of an aid “air bridge” in Kuwait on Feb 7, 2023. — AFP/KUNA 

SEE PAGES 3 & 7

KUWAIT: The cast and crew of ‘The Exchange’ pose for a group photo at a red-carpet 
event at Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center on Feb 6, 2023. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Iran army pilots attend the unveiling of Iran’s first underground military base 
for fighter jets in an undisclosed location.  — AFP 

By Ahmad Jabr 
 
KUWAIT: Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural 
Center hosted on Monday a red-carpet 
event for ‘The Exchange’, the first 
Kuwaiti Netflix original series. A star-
studded cast attended a special screen-
ing of the show that has been translated 
into five different languages and comes 
with high potential and anticipation of 
putting Kuwait’s drama in its rightful 
place on the global map. 

The Exchange is a Netflix original 
series conceived and written by celebrity 
TV presenter, actress and activist Nadia 
Ahmad, with Anne and Adam Sobel. The 
cast includes Rawan Mahdi, Mona 
Hussain, Hussain Al-Mahdi, Mohammad 
Al-Mansour, Zahra Al-Kharji, Huda Al-
Khateeb, Faisal Al-Amairi, Jassem Al-
Nabhan, Maryam Salih, Asmahan Tawfiq, 
and Abdullah Bahman. 

Inspired by true events, the show 
explains how two women overcame social 
norms to break into a field such as the 
stock exchange at a time when male dom-
inance was still at a high level in society. 
The Exchange, which premieres exclu-
sively on Netflix on Feb 8, 2023, is pro-
duced by Beyond Dreams and directed by 
Kuwait’s Jassem Al-Muhanna and Egypt’s 
Karim Al-Shenawy. (See Page 13)

‘The Exchange’ 
puts Kuwait 
on global map

TEHRAN: Iran’s army on Tuesday 
unveiled its first underground base for 
fighter jets designed to withstand possi-
ble strikes by US bunker-busting bombs, 
state media reported. The base - named 
Oghab 44 (“Eagle” in Persian) - can 
accommodate “all types of fighter jets 
and bombers, in addition to drones”, the 
official news agency IRNA said, releasing 
images and videos from inside the base. 

The exact location of the base was 
not revealed, but state media said it was 

“at the depth of hundreds of meters 
under the mountains”, and capable of 
withstanding “bombs by strategic US 
bombers”. In May last year, Iran’s army 
revealed an air force base for drones 
under the Zagros mountain range in the 
west of the country. 

State media on Tuesday showed 
Iran’s armed forces chief of staff Major 
General Mohammad Bagheri and the 
army’s commander-in-chief Major 
General Abdolrahim Mousavi at the new 
base. Oghab 44 is “one of numerous tac-
tical underground air bases for the 
army’s air force built in different areas of 
the country in recent years”, IRNA 
reported. It can prepare fighter jets to 
“counter possible offensives” such as 
those practiced by the US and the 
Zionist entity in their recent military drill, 
according to state media. — AFP  

Iran unveils 
underground 
base for jets
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By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Recently, the Ministry of
Finance said it is still hesitating over
implanting the financial raises mentioned in
the proposed laws regarding students’
social allowances, given that it will impose
an additional financial cost on the state
budget in light of the current liquidity
crunch. The National Union of Kuwait
Students denounced the ministry of
finance’s action to reject the proposed
increase in social allowance for students,
especially in light of the continuous
increase in the cost of living, which all
Kuwaiti families suffer from without
exception.

Speaking to Kuwait Times, Aya
Ashkanani, 20, said the KD 200 allowance
the government gives is not enough. “The
allowance does not cover my needs, from
buying books for my classes, stationery
such as notebooks and pens, and trans-
portation to the university. Even the car
needs maintenance and fuel, other than my
personal obligations. I spend most of my
day at the university, so I need to eat and
drink. The subsidy is not enough for my
minimum educational needs, even for basic
books,” she said.

Mariam Al-Dakhil, 22, said that the gov-
ernment must increase the allowance to
KD 300-400. “This allowance goes for
books that have a minimum price of KD 16,
in addition to KD 60 for fuel every month.
I have classes from morning to evening,
meaning that I need breakfast and lunch. I
receive an allowance for books, which is
KD 100, but at the end of the course, not
before. I have to pay car installments,
phone bill and I need the Internet for my
research and studies. We deserve this
increase because student life is expen-
sive,” Dakhil said.

Muhammad Al-Marzouqi, 20, also said
the allowance does not cover all his needs.
“Students have financial obligations, from
petrol expenses, phone bills that may
reach KD 20, and books for each course,”
he said. For Abdulaziz Al-Saleh, 21, the KD
200 only lasts for two weeks. “The subsidy

is not enough, as it only lasts for half a
month. I depend on the family’s expenses
for the rest of the month, although we as
students want to depend on ourselves.”

Asayel Al-Rashidi, 21, affirmed to Kuwait
Times that the allowance should not be less
than KD 300, explaining that female stu-
dents have extra expenses, since they need
an allowance not only for basic needs, but
also for clothing, food and drinks, in addi-
tion to other university requirements. “I
spend on fuel, Internet and study obliga-
tions. For example, I pay more than KD 30
for books per course and KD 18 for my

phone bill. With the increase in prices in
the country at the present time, it is hard
for students to survive only on KD 200,”
Essa Al-Mutoteh said.

Bader Bou Hadi, 25, and Mohsen Al-
Mutairi, 19, agreed that the location of the
universities plays a big role in expenses,
revealing that most students live far away
from the university and they consume a lot
of fuel, calling on the concerned authority
to review its positions regarding the
demands of improving the lives of citizens
in general and supporting the educational
process of students.

Kuwaiti students complain 
govt allowance not enough
Government urged to increase allowance 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah on Tuesday received Minister of State for Municipal Affairs
Abdulaziz Walid Al-Mojel accompanied by the Secretary-General of the
Arab Towns Organization (ATO), Eng Abdulrahman Al-Asfour on the occa-
sion of assuming his new position. — KUNA

PM receives ATO Sec-Gen 

Aya Ashknani

Essa Al-MutotehBader Bou Hadi

Abdulaziz Al-Saleh

No nomination
yet for Gulf’s
EU post 
BRUSSELS: The necessary proce-
dure for the appointment of the first
EU Special Representative for the
Gulf has not been completed as yet,
an EU spokesperson said on Tuesday.
“There is no nomination yet. There is
nothing new to report. The procedure
has not been completed as yet,” lead
EU spokesperson for foreign affairs
and security policy, Peter Stano, told a
news conference in Brussels. “There
was never a time set for the
announcement (of the nomination).
The necessary procedure has not
been completed as yet. It is still ongo-
ing,” he added. 

Meanwhile, the Council of the
European Union has announced the
extension of the mandate of Sven
Koopmans, EU Special Representative
for the Middle East Peace Process, for
two years, until 28 February 2025.
Koopmans, a Dutch diplomat, was
appointed on 1 May 2021, said a

Council statement. 
In a related development, Terhi

Hakala had her mandate as EUSR for
Central Asia extended for two years,
until 28 February 2025. The Finnish
diplomat was appointed on 1 July
2021. Eamon Gilmore had his mandate
as EUSR for Human Rights extended
for one year, until 29 February 2024.
The Irish diplomat was first appointed
on 1 March 2019. 

The EU Special Representatives
(EUSRs) are proposed by the High
Representative to promote the EU’s
policies and interests in specific
regions and countries, and provide
the EU with an active political pres-
ence in those areas. Currently, nine
EUSRs support the work of the High
Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy,
Josep Borrell. 

These include the three special
representatives mentioned above, as
well as the EUSRs in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Kosovo, and for the
Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue and other
Western Balkans regional issues, as
well as for the Sahel, the Horn of
Africa, and for the South Caucasus
and the crisis in Georgia, noted the
statement. — KUNA

Why more people 
are investing in 
themselves
By Ghadeer Ghloum 

KUWAIT: Like many of his peers,
Abdullah Hasan is going to university for a
better future. But while people head
towards investing in gold, stocks, com-
modities, cryptocurrencies and others to
accumulate wealth, Hasan believes that
investing in building skills outside universi-
ty is a better option that opens up lots of
new opportunities and improves his cre-
ativity at multiple fields. 

“In addition to studying at college, I am
working at a part time job and learning
German in an institute because almost
everyone has bachelor’s degree nowadays.
Therefore, I have to secure myself by learn-
ing things that help me stand out and thrive
in the long run.” Learning skills that go
beyond what’s acquired through formal
education could be a way to achieve inde-
pendence and improve one’s standard of life.
Unlike buying stocks, where the risk of los-
ing is always there, investing in oneself not
affected by political and economic condi-
tions. This makes it the way of life for many.

Hawra’a Ibrahim, a theatre trainer at
The LOYAC Academy of Performing Arts,
said investing in oneself not only improves
people’s professional life but also the way
they view themselves. “Theatre, for
instance, gives space for each individual to
discover their capabilities at different lev-
els, such as: their voice levels, body lan-
guage and letting their imagination run
wild.”  Children are also becoming part of
this direction as parents move towards

helping their kids invest in themselves from
a young age. “Acquiring new knowledge
does not stop at one age group. It helps
activate an individual’s mind, encourages
thinking outside the box and raises their
self-esteem,” said Ibrahim.

Om Ritaj is helping her daughter invest
in her future by giving her space to grow
and explore her talents. “Developing new
skills gives my child confidence, intro-
duces her to multiple cultures and sets her
foot on new experiences. This develops
her thinking skills and teaches her team-
work, which I believe is the best invest-
ment for my child’s future that will give
her strength, independence, and leader-
ship in whatever field she wishes to work,”
she told Kuwait Times. 

She said her daughter’s growth helps
improve her common sense and allows her
to create a healthy social life. It also nur-
tures her daughter’s sense of responsibili-
ty, which goes hand in hand with academ-
ic success, she added. “On the contrary of
those who think that additional skills will

affect their academic progress, it will
actually improve it because learning
something new breaks the child out of
their routine.  This teaches them to allo-
cate time for studying and have a specific
schedule for their day.”

Abdullah Hasan

Ujairi center to
launch app for
solar power
KUWAIT: Al-Ujairi center director
Yousef Al-Ujairi has announced that
the center is working on launching a
smart phone application in coopera-
tion with a Swiss company to benefit
from solar power in generating power
for houses, farms and chalets as an
alternative energy, so as to protect
the environment. 

Al-Ujairi told KUNA, “the applica-
tion will help in providing service for
citizens who are planning to transform
and move to sustainable energy -
especially since the geographical
location of Kuwait is exceptional with
regard to the angle of sun rays
throughout the year. The data that the
application will provide, will guide
users to the best locations when plac-
ing the solar panels - and in the right
direction.” 

“Moreover, it will also support
maps and dust levels as well as speci-
fying their locations throughout the

year. Users will receive recommenda-
tions in preserving the mechanisms
for generating power correctly,” he
clarified. The Swiss company has
studied Kuwait’s geographical loca-
tion as well as the amount of dust that
it endures and the sun path. “The
application will provide all these data
with the location that the user speci-
fies - which in turn, will provide them
with the best locations and the best
way to manage their solar project,” he
added. — KUNA

Yousef Al-Ujairi

Gulf official urges
cooperation on 
health programs 
KUWAIT: Secretary-General of the
Gulf Federation for Cancer Control Dr
Khaled Al-Saleh said Tuesday it is
essential for both public and private
sectors to work together to ensure
successful significant health aware-
ness programs to serve the Gulf soci-
ety. Addressing the final ceremony of
the 8th version of the Gulf Week for
raising awareness of cancer held
under the auspices of Minister of
Health Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi. 

He said this year’s slogan “Our Gulf
is Aware” has been realized thanks to
joint efforts exerted in Kuwait and
other Gulf countries where many rele-
vant activities coincided with this

annual Gulf event. The successive
studies, conduced over the past seven
years, unequivocally reflected much
progress in health awareness about
cancer, with cancer risk awareness
rates having surged from 20 percent
to 65 percent, while cancer recovery
misconceptions dwindled to 47 per-
cent at present from 87 percent pre-
viously, he remarked. 

He commended these figures as
reflecting the rising Gulf health
awareness of cancer diseases at the
level of all the six Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) member countries. For
her part, Dr Hessa Al-Shaheen, presi-
dent of the executive committee of the
event, said the committee had worked
out an integrated and distinguished
program for this year, featuring 40
various activities in scientific, techni-
cal and sports domains. She spoke
highly of cancer survivors as being a
considerable part of the Gulf cancer
awareness system. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah, alongside Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Abdulaziz Al-Mojel, held
talks on Tuesday with Chinese Ambassador Zhang Jianwei, focusing on bilateral relations. The talks come two months after a Sino-
Gulf Arab summit in the Saudi capital Riyadh, as part of efforts to improve ties across numerous fields, chiefly, economic and trade
cooperation, in addition to ongoing Chinese contributions towards development projects in Kuwait. —KUNA

Hawra’a Ibrahim is pictured during the training session. 
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News in brief

Social Affairs Ministry allows 
quake donation campaigns 

KUWAIT: The Social Affairs Ministry has
agreed to all requests presented by 20 charity
organizations to hold donation campaigns to aid
those affected by the earthquake that hit Turkey
and Syria. The ministry also agreed on all chari-
ty organizations that have requested to run
online campaigns according to the rules and
regulations of charity organizations. It con-
firmed that in implementation of the Cabinet’s
decision to organize donation campaigns,
approval is granted to anyone who comes for-
ward to collect donations, whether from chari-
table societies, charitable work committees,
welfare associations, civil society institutions or
the private sector.

Kuwait oil price down 
to $79.36 per barrel 

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil fell by
$1.37 to $79.36 per barrel on Monday, down
from $80.73 last Friday, said Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) Tuesday. The Brent crude
and West Texas Intermediate both went up by
$1.05 and 72 cents pb respectively, settling
each at $80.99 and $74.11 pb. Meanwhile, BP
slid into a net loss last year after its exit from
Russia following Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine,
the British energy giant announced Tuesday,
despite the surge in oil prices. The company
posted annual losses after tax totaling $2.5 bil-
lion, compared with net profit of $7.6 billion in
2021. Excluding the exceptional hit, profit more
than doubled to $27.7 billion on soaring oil and
gas prices - mirroring huge 2022 earnings by
BP’s rivals. Oil and gas prices soared last year
after the attack by major energy producer
Russia on neighboring Ukraine triggered mas-
sive supply constraints. — Agencies 

Ministry allows jewelry 
companies to sell old gold 

KUWAIT: According to instructions of
Commerce and Industry Minister Mazen Al-
Nahedh, Undersecretary Mohammed Al-Enezi
made a decision to allow gold and jewelry com-
panies to sell pieces minted a long time ago. The
decision comes with conditions, including
recording the amount of precious metals, obtain-
ing an appointment for reminting, documenting
all sales with the data of the purchaser and dis-
playing a clear sign in the shop with the date of
reminting. According to the decision, May 30 will
be the last day to sell such gold pieces.

Commerce Industry 
dismisses 15 expats

KUWAIT: Commerce and Industry Ministry
Undersecretary Mohammed Al-Enezi issued on
Tuesday a decision to dismiss 15 expatriate
workers at the ministry, following up on the
instructions of Minister Mazen Al-Nahedh to
completely incorporate the ministry’s policy of
Kuwaitization in the workforce.  “Decisions were
issued to dismiss expatriate workers including
typists, accountants and legal researchers dis-
tributed across international commerce depart-
ments, legal affairs, technical support sector,
planning sector, supervision sector, consumer
protection sector, financial affairs as well as the
companies and commercial license sector,”
sources revealed to Kuwait Times.  “The deci-
sion will be implemented on June 29, as the peri-
od from now until then will be a cautionary peri-
od. The commerce ministry is considered one of
the most Kuwaitized ministries and closely
adheres to the Cabinet’s Kuwaitization policies,
as from around 4,000 employees, only 70 are
non-Kuwaitis,” the sources said.

By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: After a massive earthquake hit south-
eastern Turkey and northwestern Syria, Kuwait Red
Crescent Society launched its initial airlift to the
affected areas on the orders of HH the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. “In coopera-
tion with Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross
Organization, Kuwait Red Crescent Society is deliv-
ering aid to both affected countries, Turkey and
Syria,” Dr Musaed Al-Enezi told Kuwait Times.

KRCS has already gathered medical equipment
to support Turkish victims, Deputy Chairman of
Kuwait Red Crescent Society Anwar Al-Hasawi said
in a press release. He also said two aid flights have
been dispatched and two others will be sent on
Thursday. Each plane carries tons of medical equip-
ment in response to the Turkish Red Crescent
Society’s requests. It also carries volunteers from
KRCS who are responsible for distributing medical
equipment to the victims of the earthquake.

The volunteers have been trained on first aid and
are prepared for emergency cases. He also said
KRCS is collaborating with the Turkish Red
Crescent Society, besides other humanitarian organ-
izations that are specialized in this field. Hasawi said

there will be arrangements with the Turkish Red
Crescent Society in order to distribute the supplies
by fire forces to the victims. In addition to the airlift,
KRCS has prepared a campaign for donations that
can be done online or personally at KRCS location.
KRCS always takes part in supporting victims either
by organizing donation campaigns or through our
partners and the local donators in Kuwait, he said.

With regards to Syria, Hasawi said KRCS agreed
with Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross

Organization, which includes more than 20 national
societies, to deliver supplies to victims in Syria
donated from Kuwait. A bank donated KD
1,000,000, in addition to other companies and
locals who participated in the donation campaign.

He also praised the foreign ministry for helping
KRCS by providing airplanes and contacting
Kuwait’s embassies, the ministry of defense for pro-
viding military aircraft, and the ministry of health for
providing medical support.

Dr Musaed Al-Enezi Anwar Al-Hasawi 

Kuwait Red Crescent Society 
sends aid to quake victims 

Volunteers trained on first aid, emergency cases

Arab Fund concludes 
fourth stage of Gaza 
renovations project 
RAMALLAH: Palest inian Charitable
Organization for development and rel ief on
Tuesday finalized its 4th stage of home renova-
tions project in Gaza with the help of the Arab

Fund banks’ financial institution for Economic
and Social Development. Head of the organization
Musab Tanboura said in a statement, “the home
renovations project for the marginalized families
comes under the organization’s initiatives to
strengthen their relief and humanitarian services”
in order to better serve the Palestinians. 

He also added, more than 300 houses have
been renovated pointing that the revamping of
marginalized homes in addition to identifying
the needs of homes in all governorates in the
Gaza Strip. Tanboura also noted the impressive

efforts of Arab Fund Chairman of Board of
Directors Badr Al-Saad and Samir Jarad the
Fund’s Economic Adviser and their initiatives in
supporting the Palestinians and all operating
institutions. 

He also presented thanks to His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and both government and nations for their gener-
ous efforts and donations to help fund such a
project. While also calling on the relief institution-
al society to uphold these efforts in bettering the
living standards of the families in Gaza. —KUNA

More than 300 houses have been renovated. Arab Fund concludes fourth stage of Gaza renovations project — KUNA photos

Volunteer society 
urges support for 
cancer patients 
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Women Volunteer Society
(KWVS) has stressed the importance of positive
support for cancer patients and their families by
providing the best healthcare and exceptional
treatment services, as well as raising awareness
related to all types of cancers through social and
media activities. Member of the administrative
council and secretary of the society Dr Mona Al-
Qattan said during a lecture tit led “Positive
Support for Cancer Patients”, part of the GCC
week for cancer awareness the association is keen
to play its outreach role by holding many seminars
and events that are in the areas of awareness and
positive support for patients.

“The aim of these activities is to raise awareness
of the symptoms and signs of cancer and the impor-
tance of early detection of this disease, in addition
to raising awareness of the importance of adhering
to cancer prevention factors and adopting a healthy
lifestyle, as well as its impact on saving the lives of
many individuals. The society conveys a supportive
awareness message aimed at contributing to raising
the level of preventive medical services provided to
patients, providing them with basic needs and striv-
ing to educate society about the disease in order to
limit the causes of its spread,” she said.

“A cancer patient goes through a series of
changes in all aspects of their life, such as the
social, emotional, physical and psychological
aspects. These problems may lead to several
behavioral disorders, such as the desire to stay
away from family and friends, feeling of difficulty in
making decisions, difficulty in enjoying life, inability
to continue work, as well as mood swings such as
anxiety, depression and distress,” Dr Qattan added.

“Psychological and social support helps cancer
patients deal with psychological stress and reduce
the levels of depression, anxiety as well as symp-
toms associated with the disease, such as the dete-
rioration of their self-image and self-confidence.
Therefore, cancer patients need external support
from family, the psychiatrist and everyone in the
patient’s circle to help encourage them during

treatment,” she added.
Psychology consultant Asmaa Abu Ali spoke

about ways of informing cancer patients or their
loved ones that they have the disease and to give
the patient time to understand their situation with-
out leaving them alone. “Approximately 35 percent
of patients suffer from psychological pressure that
leads them to depression, especially in the early
stages of the disease, as a result of the feeling of
helplessness and the inability to predict what is
coming. Therefore, it is important at this stage to
provide moral and psychological support to the
patient,” Abu Ali said. 

“Talking to people who have lived or are expe-
riencing cancer is useful in giving the patient a
sense of reassurance and comfort. This kind of
support can be obtained through several methods,
including groups available on social networking
sites or through support groups available in the
local community. After the diagnosis of cancer and
during the stages of treatment, it is important for
the patient to open up to others and talk to them
as they deem appropriate. It may be useful to talk
to several people from family, friends, co-workers
or neighbors, as each of them can play a role in
supporting the patient and meeting their emotional
needs,” she said.

“Psychological stress is an obstacle to the
process of recovering from bitterness, so it is
important to search for any possible ways to
reduce the pressures of daily life. Therefore, help
can be sought from family and friends in preparing
meals, doing housework or taking leave from
work,” Abu Ali added.

Assembly sessions 
not nullified in govt 
absence: Expert 
KUWAIT: Constitutional expert Muhammed Al-
Faili said article 116 of the constitution does not
technically nullify National Assembly sessions if
the government is absent, and that the current
norm of adjourning the session was started by
late MP Othman Khalil in 1964, who believed the

session must be adjourned because the govern-
ment is not participating.

“His opinion could have been based on the
basis that not enabling a member to attend
invalidates the meeting because it is similar to
not inviting them to attend the meeting, which is
a valid opinion. The simplest way to clarify the
basis of the opinion is to rely on the operative
part of article 116, even if it does not determine
the penalty resulting from the violation. What
helped this is its rationality, which is an impor-
tant part of the oversight aspect of jurisdiction,
which assumes that at least one member of the
government must be present,” Faili explained.

“Moreover, resorting to it was for a few cases
and for a very short period as there was an
informal agreement. However, its prolonged use
opened the door to re-examination of texts,” he
added. “Giving legal value to this has led to the
emergence of a tool in dealing between the gov-
ernment and the parliament that violates the
constitutionally drawn mechanisms. In conclu-
sion, little of this was useful from a practical
point of view and was politically acceptable,
even if its scientific basis was not sound, but its
excessive use revealed the seriousness of its
side effects and its technical unsoundness,” he
concluded.

KUWAIT: First relief flight of Kuwait’s humanitarian ‘Air Bridge’ departs to Turkey. — KUNA
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: An aerial view of Kuwait’s famous artificial island, the Green Island. The Island will be reopening soon for the February festivities after getting a
mini makeover. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Australian envoy,
AGH vice chairman
discuss relations
KUWAIT: The Australian Ambassador to Kuwait,
Melissa Kelly, affirmed the strength of the bilateral rela-
tions between Kuwait and Australia at the governmental
and peoples levels, stressing her enthusiasm to work on
raising the level of these relations in various possible
fields. This came during Ambassador Kelly’s reception -
on the occasion of Australia Day - of Sheikh Mubarak
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, vice-chairman of
Action Group Holdings. 

During the meeting, mutual common issues were dis-
cussed - in a personal capacity - and means to enhance
mutual investments, opportunities and bilateral relations
in all fields, especially in the areas of investment, tourism
and educational sectors. The Australian ambassador
expressed her affection for Kuwait, pointing out that she
holds a special fondness for it, praising what she sensed
from Sheikh Mubarak of initiatives and careful follow-
up of Australian affairs, and his enthusiasm for Kuwaiti
participation in the Australian market.

For his part, Sheikh Mubarak affirmed his interest in
the Kuwaiti-Australian bilateral relations, especially
since Australia is a friendly country that was at the fore-
front of the countries participating in the war to liberate
Kuwait.  It also has a long history in bilateral economic
and educational relations with the State of Kuwait, as it
had active contributions in the fields of science and the
establishment of universities. Sheikh Mubarak said that
he is keen to increase means of cooperation and growth
of Kuwaiti investments in Australia, stressing the need to
reduce barriers in the commercial sectors, and improve
relations between businessmen in both countries, and to
advance the bonds of friendship and mutual historical
relationship to broader horizons.

KUWAIT: Australian Ambassador Melissa Kelly
pictured with Sheikh Mubarak Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah, AGH vice-chairman.

MoI honors 
officers with
higher degrees
KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Undersecretary, Anwar
Al-Barjas, congratulated on Tuesday officers
Khaled Al-Ammar, Salem Suwaileh and Hamad
Abu-Radan for graduating with a doctoral degree
and two master’s degrees, respectively. Ammar
received his doctorate on “Expatriate Workers and
Their Effect on Social Change in Kuwaiti Society”
from the University of Jordan. Both Suwaileh, who
received his master’s degree in law, and Abu-Radan,
who earned his master’s in criminal and social sci-
ences, graduated from the UK. 

Barjas commended the officers for obtaining
their higher degrees, highlighting the importance of
obtaining high educational credentials in raising the
standards of service in all departments of the min-
istry and honing the skills of officers. Barjas also
looked over the officers’ dissertations, noting how

crucial it is to make use of the useful information
included, especially since the papers address issues
related to the mechanisms of work at the ministry.

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Undersecretary, Anwar Al-Barjas, commended the officers for obtaining their degrees.

KUNA, MENA 
discuss boosting 
cooperation 
KUWAIT: Representatives from Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA) and the Middle East News Agency
(MENA), which is based in Egypt and run by the

Egyptian government, met Tuesday to discuss
cooperation in the field. Dr Fatima Al-Salem,
KUNA’s director general, met with Tariq Hamdi,
head of MENA’s office in Kuwait, to talk about
enhancing relations between the agencies, which
date back to the 60s. This includes exchanging vis-
its, experience and information. They underlined the
need to provide facilitations to workers and
reporters of the two agencies in order to develop
work that shows the agencies’ expertise in media
and journalism. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: KUNA’s Director General Dr Fatima Al-Salem receives Head of MENA’s Office in Kuwait Tariq
Hamdi. —KUNA
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UK cop jailed for 
life over serial rapes 

 
LONDON: A UK judge on Tuesday sentenced a 
former policeman to life in jail, with a minimum 
term of 30 years, for dozens of rapes and sexual 
assaults in the latest case to shame London’s 
Metropolitan Police force. Judge Bobbie Cheema-
Grubb handed David Carrick 36 life sentences for 
a “monstrous” string of 71 sexual offences against 
12 women. 

She said Carrick, whose crimes included 48 
rapes, represented a “grave danger to women” 
which would “last indefinitely”. Carrick, 48, a long-
serving officer, will serve three decades behind 
bars before he can be considered for parole. 

The case comes as the Met has vowed to end a 
culture of misogyny and lax vetting highlighted by 
the rape and murder of a young woman who was 
snatched off the street by a serving police officer 
in March 2021. Anger and distrust towards the 
police has mounted since the murder of Londoner 
Sarah Everard during the pandemic by Wayne 
Couzens who has been sentenced to spend the 
rest of his life in jail. 

Carrick and Couzens served in the same armed 
unit protecting MPs and foreign diplomats. 
Cheema-Grubb said Carrick had “brazenly raped 
and sexually assaulted” his victims, believing 
himself to be “untouchable” due to his position 
which afforded him “exceptional powers to 
coerce and control”. 

Only a sentence of life imprisonment could 
reflect “the gravity” of his crimes, she added. Since 
the crimes of Carrick and Couzens were uncovered, 
a string of other cases involving police officers 
have also come to light. 

Earlier, prosecutor Tom Little told the court how 
Carrick used his status as a police officer to initially 
reassure women and begin relationships, before 
subjecting them to “a catalogue of violent and bru-
tal sexual offences”. 

He told the court on Monday that Carrick “fre-
quently relied on his charm to beguile and mislead 
the victims... and would then use his power and 
control, in part because of what he did for a living, 
to stop them leaving or consider reporting him”. 

Carrick often humiliated the women, including 
locking them naked in a small cupboard, urinating 
on them and whipping them. In statements read out 
by the prosecutor in court, his victims said they felt 
“trapped” by him and “don’t trust the police any 
more”. The police had records of multiple com-
plaints and allegations involving Carrick’s behaviour 
but he never faced a disciplinary hearing. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden speaks to reporters on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, DC, on February 6, 2023. Biden is returning from Camp David in Maryland. —AFP

WASHINGTON: An optimistic President Joe 
Biden will seek to lift an often unenthusiastic 
nation Tuesday with a State of the Union address 
showcasing his efforts to rebuild the US econo-
my-and setting the stage for the 80-year-old’s bid 
for re-election in 2024. 

After two years of managing the exit from the 
COVID pandemic, an end to the 20-year Afghan 
war debacle, the Western response against 
Russia’s Ukraine invasion, and extreme US politi-
cal tensions, Biden feels he has much to celebrate. 

“I want to talk to the American people and let 
them know the state of affairs-what’s going on, 
what I’m looking forward to working on,” Biden 
said Monday. On Capitol Hill, he’ll address the full 
Congress, nearly every senior government member, 
and a vast television audience, buoyed by news that 
the economy is recovering strongly from the pan-
demic, with the lowest unemployment in 50 years. 

“This is a president who is incredibly opti-
mistic,” White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre said. But the dramatic downing on Saturday 
of a huge Chinese balloon by a US Air Force fight-
er leaves the unstable relationship with the com-
munist superpower literally looming over the 
Biden administration. 

And there are troubles closer to home, with two 

new polls showing that well over half of voters do 
not want Biden to seek a second term in 2024. 
Biden spent the weekend at the presidential 
retreat Camp David, huddled with top advisors 
and speech writers to finesse the speech. They’ve 
been writing for weeks, Jean-Pierre said, but 
tweaks are ongoing “until the last minute.” 

 
Trouble ahead  

Here’s the good news. Inflation, which just a few 
months ago seemed a near-existential threat to 
the Biden presidency, is steadily ticking down-
ward. Hundreds of billions of taxpayer dollars are 
starting to flow out into programs passed under 
Biden to spur high-tech manufacturing and repair 
infrastructure. 

On Friday, new figures showed joblessness hit-
ting that half-century low. This inspired Biden to 
boast: “I’m happy to report that the state of the 
union and the state of our economy is strong.” Even 
if Biden has yet to formally announce his 2024 can-
didacy, the SOTU-followed by two very campaign-
like trips Wednesday and Thursday to Wisconsin 
and Florida-is expected to give him a big push. 

However, the Chinese balloon drama-Beijing 
claims it was an errant weather research balloon 
but the US government says it was a high-tech 

espionage device-shows how narratives in 
Washington easily take dangerous new turns. 

When Biden speaks, half of the Congress 
members in the chamber, as well as Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy sitting directly behind him, will 
be Republicans vowing to use their new, narrow 
House of Representatives majority to block his 
policies. 

Already, a major crisis is brewing over 
Republican refusal to extend the US debt limit, 
usually a rubber stamp procedure. Biden’s gov-
ernment warns of financial calamity, with major 
international implications, if Republicans stick to 
their guns, potentially pushing the United States 
into default. 

Those kinds of uncertainties, as well as doubts 
over Biden’s future as the oldest person ever in the 
presidency, may be partly to blame for pessimism 
in the polls. An ABC News-Washington Post Poll 
found that 58 percent of Democrats and 
Democratic-leaning independents said the party 
should find someone else for 2024. 

Pressed on the dissatisfaction, Jean-Pierre 
acknowledged that many voters remain worried 
by economic insecurity. “It’s an incredibly compli-
cated time,” she said. The State of the Union will 
be an “important moment.”  —AFP

Two new polls showing that over half of voters do not want Biden to seek a second term
Biden seeks to lift tense US in address

LONDON: Protesters hold placards against police 
crimes outside Southwark Crown Court in London on 
February 6, 2023 during the two-day sentencing of seri-
al rapist police officer David Carrick.  —AFP

Ukrainian village  
awaits another  
Russian attack 

 
YAMPIL: Victoria Shypko has a clock on the wall of her 
dining room in Yampil, eastern Ukraine, whose hands 
move backwards. “What’s the difference!” it says in 
Russian, as the hours, minutes and seconds tick anti-
clockwise. Outside, the sound of Ukrainian artillery fire 
echoes through the frozen valley-a constant reminder of 
the fight for control of the surrounding countryside. In 
April last year, Russian forces seized Yampil. Ukraine then 
wrested it back in September. Now, locals fear a renewed 
Russian offensive from over the hills to the east as the 
warmer spring weather approaches. Shypko, though, said 
she has no strong thoughts about the clock turning full cir-
cle again. “If they (the Russians) don’t shoot, it’s all the same 
to me,” the 52-year-old former psychiatric nurse told AFP.  

 
Cut off  

The military back and forth in the disputed Donbas 
region has made everyday life hard for people in Yampil, 
which lies some 30 kilometres (18 miles) west of the 
Russian-controlled city of Kreminna. The signs of war are 
everywhere throughout the village, which was once 
home to just under 2,000 people. A mobile phone mast 
lies toppled on the main street, cutting communications 
with the outside world. Shelling has blown off corrugated 
roofs, destroyed walls and smashed windows, and there 
has been no electricity for months. Ukrainian troops in 
uniform fix vehicles outside the empty homes still stand-
ing of residents who have fled. Shypko, who moved to 
Yampil in 2014 when Ukrainian forces first took back the 
village from pro-Russian separatists, is not keen to leave. 
She has nowhere to go and no money, she said. But she 
also admitted: “I’m afraid to leave. If I left... people will 
take everything. The military will take over my house.” 

 
Stockpile  

Shypko’s neighbour, Ramis, 42, arrives through the 
snow, pushing an ageing motorcycle sidecar with card-
board boxes of donated food. Ramis, his wife Zita, 38, and 

their 15-year-old daughter are staying with her after their 
own house was destroyed by shelling. Outside, logs gath-
ered carefully from the heavily mined forest lie next to 
clucking hens behind chicken wire in the yard. Inside, 
apples, lemons, cabbage and bread are piled up in crates 
near the wood-fired boiler that keeps the house warm in 
the absence of a generator. 

 
Resigned  

In the dining room, four plates are set on a floral-pat-
terned oilcloth tablecloth around a small bowl of tuna, let-
tuce, sweetcorn and mayonnaise salad. A budgie chirps in a 
cage and Shypko’s eight-year-old dog, Knopka (Button), 
barks eagerly for treats. On her bed, Yosyf (Joe) the cat is 
curled up asleep on the quilt, under shelves of cuddly toys 
and next to a dresser with blister packs of tablets to con-
trol her high blood pressure. “It looks like we have every-
thing,” said Shypko. “But we don’t have happiness.” 

Zarichne-a short drive away past the charred remains 
of Russian tanks in the pine forest on the way to another 
tug-of-war city, Lyman-is eerily deserted. Ukrainian 
Army private Sergiy Solomon, 31, also talks of a potential 
Russian offensive from across the fields. “The Russians 
have tanks, armoured personnel carriers and Grads 
(rockets), everything you can think of,” the 31-year-old 
former builder said. “We have equipment but not a lot of 
munitions. “I read that an attack from the Lyman side is 
planned ahead of the anniversary (of the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine on February 24). “There were rumours of an 
attack from the Belarus side but it’s not confirmed infor-
mation yet. “Maybe they just want us to move our army 
there?” Back in Yampil, Shypko busies herself with 
housework and knitting, watching time tick by until the 
light fades into darkness at 4:30 pm. Then, all she can do 
is wait, resigned to what the next day will bring. “What 
will be, will be,” she said.  —AFP

BERLIN: A makeshift memorial dedicated to children killed, wounded, deported and missing in the context of Russia’s war 
against Ukraine is seen outside the Russian embassy in Berlin after snowfall on February 6, 2023.  —AFP



SEOUL: North Korea’s top army officials have said 
they will expand and intensify military drills to 
ensure their readiness for war, state media reported 
Tuesday, ahead of a massive parade. The pledge 
came at a Monday meeting overseen by leader Kim 
Jong Un and follows last week’s staging of joint air 
drills by South Korea and the United States. 

The agenda was topped by “the issue of con-
stantly expanding and intensifying the operation 
and combat drills of the (Korean People’s Army) ... 
strictly perfecting the preparedness for war”, the 
official Korean Central News Agency said. 

The meeting of North Korea’s central military 
commission comes as commercial satellite imagery 
suggests “extensive parade preparations” are 
underway in Pyongyang ahead of key state holidays 
this month. 

North Korea celebrates the founding anniversary 
of its armed forces on Wednesday and the “Day of 
the Shining Star” on February 16. The latter is the 
birthday of Kim Jong Il, son of North Korea’s 
founder Kim Il Sung and father of Kim Jong Un. 

Seoul and Washington have moved to bolster 
joint military drills following a year of sanctions-
busting weapons tests, infuriating Pyongyang, 
which sees them as rehearsals for invasion. Last 
week, the security allies staged joint air drills fea-

turing strategic bombers and stealth fighters, 
prompting Pyongyang to warn such exercises could 
“ignite an all-out showdown”. 

The joint exercises, their first this year, came a 
day after US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and 
his South Korean counterpart vowed to boost secu-
rity cooperation to counter an increasingly belliger-
ent nuclear-armed North. North Korea’s foreign 
minister has said the move to ramp up joint drills 
crossed “an extreme red line”. 

Experts say Monday’s meeting of North Korea’s 
top brass aimed to highlight the country’s readiness 
to face down upcoming joint military drills between 
South Korea and the United States-and also stress 

it was prepared for an actual war. “North Korea is 
hinting about the possibility of military action in the 
future in the name of operational and combat train-
ing and war preparedness,” said Hong Min, 
researcher at the Korea Institute for National 
Unification. 

Kim recently called for an “exponential” increase 
in Pyongyang’s nuclear arsenal, including mass-pro-
ducing tactical nuclear weapons and developing 
new missiles for nuclear counterstrikes. 

Kim has also said his country must “overwhelm-
ingly beef up military muscle” in 2023 in response 
to what Pyongyang calls US and South Korean 
hostility. — AFP 

TOKYO:  Two of the four suspects believed to be 
behind a spate of robberies and telephone fraud 
cases across Japan were deported from the 
Philippines on Tuesday. Japanese news outlets and 
social media have been captivated by the crimes 
that allegedly involved ringleaders based in the 
Southeast Asian country. 

Low-level criminals arrested in Japan told 
police they received instructions from a person or 
several people who used the name “Luffy” via the 
Telegram messenger app. Monkey D. Luffy is the 
lead character of the hugely popular “One Piece” 
manga, a straw hat-wearing pirate hunting for a 
coveted treasure. 

Officials escorted Kiyoto Imamura and Toshiya 
Fujita, who were both handcuffed, into a Japan 
Airlines jet at Manila airport, and the pair arrived at 
Narita airport outside Tokyo on Tuesday afternoon, 
TV footage showed. 

Japan’s justice ministry and Tokyo police 
declined to comment on the case, but local media 
said the two men were formally arrested after the 
plane left Philippine airspace. “Green curtains were 
pulled around the suspects, except for during take-
off and landing,” reported a journalist for Japan’s 
public broadcaster NHK who travelled on the plane. 

After the arrest took place behind the curtains, 

the suspects were served meals, the journalist said. 
But he added: “Due to safety concerns, items such 
as hot soup or toothpicks had been removed. Plastic 
spoons and forks were used, rather than the usual 
metal ones.” 

All four suspects were held at an immigration 
detention facility in Manila. They were caught 
with cell phones inside that facility that may have 
been used to run “criminal  enterprises”, 
Philippines Justice Secretary Crispin Remulla told 
reporters last week. 

Criminals were reportedly given orders to carry 
out break-ins or fraud. NHK said more than 70 
people have been apprehended. The group was 
thought to be behind 2,300 cases of fraud worth 3.5 
billion yen ($26.4 million), NHK said. 

It has also been connected to a series of break-
ins in Tokyo, including one that ended with the mur-
der of 90-year-old Kinuyo Oshio, who was found 
dead at her home on January 19. As Japan and the 
Philippines do not have an extradition treaty, local 
cases already filed against the suspects had to be 
cleared before they could leave. 

The other two suspects could be deported as 
early as Wednesday, the same day Philippines 
President Ferdinand Marcos is due to depart on a 
state visit to Tokyo. —  AFP
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News in brief

Italy fire brigade team in Adana 
 
ROME: The Italian contingent of firefighters, sent 
to rescue the population affected the earthquake, 
landed in Adana, Turkey, transported by Force 
C130 aircraft, which left from Pisa with a stopover 
in Pratica di Mare. The contingent consists of 50 
firefighters from the USAR teams of Tuscany and 
Lazio. The specialized personnel sent have worked 
in similar emergencies in Italy and abroad. The 
group consists of 11 health workers and 6 units 
from the Civil Protection Department. — ANSA

15 dead in Peru landslides  
 
LIMA: Landslides in southern Peru have left at 
least 15 people dead, 20 injured and two missing, 
authorities said Monday, warning that the toll 
from the disaster could rise. “The number of peo-
ple dead so far has risen to 15,” said the direc-
torate of the National Civil Defense Institute in 
the Arequipa region, where mud and rock slides 
began on Sunday as a result of torrential rains. 
Hardest hit were four villages in an area called 
Nicolas Valcarcel, where heavy rains had been 
falling since Sunday. Arequipa governor Rohel 
Sanchez told Canal N television “the situation in 
these four towns is really bad.”— AFP

Migrant boat sinks off Greece 
 
ATHENS: Three migrants died and more than 20 
were feared missing after a second boat sank off 
the coast of Greece in just days, the coastguard 
said on Tuesday. The two women and one man 
who drowned are believed to have been part of a 
group of 41 people whose dinghy sank after hit-
ting a reef near the island of Lesbos, a coast-
guard spokeswoman told AFP. Sixteen people 
have been rescued so far amid an ongoing search 
by land, sea and air that’s being hampered by 
strong winds, she added. On Sunday, four chil-
dren and a woman died when a boat carrying 
another group from neighbouring Turkey sank 
off the Greek island of Leros..—  AFP

Thai rescuers rescue toddler  
 

BANGKOK: Rescuers on Tuesday retrieved a 
toddler who fell down a 13-metre (42-foot) well 
in remote rural Thailand, after an overnight dig-
ging operation. The girl, aged 19 months, fell into 
the 30-centimetre-wide well in Tak province, 
near the Myanmar border, while playing on 
Monday afternoon. Rescuers worked through the 
night using a mechanical digger to reach the girl, 
who is the daughter of migrant workers from 
Myanmar. — AFP 

Japanese criminal ringleaders  
deported from Philippines

All four suspects were held at an immigration detention facility in Manila

TAGUIG: This handout photo taken and released on 
February 7, 2023 by the Bureau of Immigration 
shows two suspects believed to be behind a spate of 
robberies in Japan, Kiyoto Imamura (R) and Toshiya 
Fujita (L) at the Bureau of Immigration detention 
facility in Taguig City, suburban Manila. — AFP

North Korea pledges  
‘expanded, intensified’  
military drills 

PYONGYANG: This picture taken early on February 6, 2023 and released from North Korea’s official Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA) on February 7, 2023 shows North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un (C) attending the 
4th meeting of the 8th Central Military Commission of the Workers’ Party of Korea in Pyongyang. — AFP

Continued from Page 1 
 
The destruction led to Erdogan declaring Tuesday a 

three-month state of emergency in 10 southeastern 
provinces. 

Dozens of nations like the United States, China 
and the Gulf States have pledged to help, and search 
teams as well as relief supplies have begun to arrive 
by airplane. “I can’t get my brother back from the 
ruins. I can’t get my nephew back. Look around here. 
There is no state official here, for God’s sake,” said 
Ali Sagiroglu in the Turkish city of Kahramanmaras. 
“For two days we haven’t seen the state around here... 
Children are freezing from the cold,” he added. 

A winter storm has compounded the misery by 
rendering many roads - some of them damaged by 
the quake - almost impassable, resulting in traffic 
jams that stretch for kilometers in some regions. The 
cold rain and snow are a risk both for people forced 
from their homes - who took refuge in mosques, 
schools or even bus shelters - and survivors buried 
under debris. 

“It is now a race against time,” said World Health 
Organization chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. 
“We have activated the WHO network of emergency 
medical teams to provide essential health care for the 
injured and most vulnerable,” he added. The latest toll 
showed 4,544 people killed in Turkey and 1,712 in 

Syria, for a combined total of 6,256 fatalities. There 
are fears that the toll will rise inexorably, with WHO 
officials estimating up to 20,000 may have died. 
WHO warned that up to 23 million people could be 
affected by the massive earthquake and urged nations 
to rush help to the disaster zone. 

The Syrian Red Crescent appealed to Western 
countries to l i f t  sanctions and provide aid as 
President Bashar al-Assad’s government remains a 
pariah in the West, complicating international relief 
efforts. Washington and the European Commission 
said on Monday that humanitarian programs sup-
ported by them were responding to the destruction 
in Syria. 

The UN’s cultural agency UNESCO also said it 
was ready to provide assistance after two sites listed 
on its World Heritage list in Syria and Turkey sus-
tained damage. In addition to the damage to Aleppo’s 
old city and the fortress in the southeastern Turkish 
city of Diyarbakir, UNESCO said at least three other 
World Heritage sites could be affected. 

Much of the quake-hit area of northern Syria has 
already been a by years of war and aerial bombard-
ment by Syrian and Russia forces that destroyed 
homes, hospitals and clinics. Residents in the quake-
devastated town of Jandairis in northern Syria used 
their bare hands and pickaxes to for survivors, as that 
was all they had to get the job done. 

“My whole family is under there - my sons, my 
daughter, my son-in-law... There’s no one else to get 
them out,” said Ali Battal, his face streaked with blood 
and head swathed in a wool shawl against the bitter cold. 
“I hear their voices. I know they’re alive but there’s no 
one to rescue them,” adds the man in his 60s. — AFP 

Turkey-Syria 
quake toll tops...

KARACHI: Pakistan’s divisive former military ruler 
Pervez Musharraf was buried on Tuesday in a muted 
funeral that was never officially announced. The 
country’s serving army chief, the prime minister and 
the president all stayed away from the event, with 
media blocked from covering it and local television 
not airing the service. Musharraf, who became a key 
US ally during Washington’s “war on terror” after 
the September 11 attacks, died exiled in Dubai on 
Sunday aged 79, having suffered a long illness. 

In Pakistan, where the military is supremely pow-
erful, Musharraf remains a controversial figure who 
left many Pakistanis with a deep distaste for direct 
military rule. Prayers were held at the grounds of a 
military compound in Karachi in a funeral ceremony 
attended by around 10,000 people, mostly retired 

and serving military officers, an AFP reporter 
observed. 

“He was not given the honor that he deserved... 
the government has done nothing - it should have 
arranged the funeral at the national stadium,” 
Rubina Mazhar, a herbal medicine doctor, told AFP 
after the prayers. Wajid Noor, a 71-year-old retired 
government official, said “thousands of people 
wanted to participate in the funeral but no details 
were provided”. The body was later transported to 
a nearby military graveyard where the coffin, 
draped in the national flag, was buried as hundreds 
of people watched surrounded by tight security. A 
junior army officer at the site who asked not to be 
named said a gun salute was given to the former 
leader.  

The four-star general seized power in a 1999 
bloodless coup and was acting simultaneously as 
Pakistan’s army chief, chief executive, and president 
when the 9/11 attacks on the United States took place. 
He became Washington’s chief regional ally during the 
invasion of neighboring Afghanistan, a decision which 
put him in the crosshairs of Islamist militants, who 
made several attempts on his life. — AFP 

Funeral held for 
Pak ex-president 
Musharraf

PARIS: A new generation of AI chatbots has 
unleashed a titanic battle between Microsoft and 
Google for the eyeballs of billions of web users, and 
the dollars they bring. Microsoft has gone all-in with a 
multibillion-dollar investment in OpenAI, the firm 
behind the world’s most buzzy bot ChatGPT, hoping to 
revolutionize its unloved Bing search engine. 

Google has owned the search market for two 
decades and is not ceding any ground - it hit back this 
week with an in-house bot of its own, called Bard. And 
the AI gold rush is not limited to Silicon Valley search 
giants, Chinese firm Baidu announcing its own bot this 
week. But what exactly is the fight about? 

Big tech firms have spent years ripping unimagin-
able amounts of data from the internet and churning it 
into so-called large language models that they use to 
train algorithms. This is how voice recognition tools 
like Amazon’s Alexa, Apple’s Siri or Google Assistant 
work. Google and Facebook owner Meta have poured 
their efforts into tools that can translate hundreds of 
languages, screen for harmful content, or target users 
with personalized ads. 

Yet the fundamentals of search have remained 

largely unchanged. You punch a few words into 
Google and it spits back a mix of useful links and often 
less useful ads. But if AI has its way, these familiar 
pages of blue links could soon be just another dusty 
corner of internet history. “A tool like ChatGPT can 
create search engines that give a structured answer to 
questions instead of simply a list of documents like 
Google does at the moment,” said Thierry Poibeau of 
French research institute CNRS. 

What that means in practice is that future search 
engines will not produce lists of links - instead they 
will give the user coherent and full answers using mul-
tiple sources. Neeva, a search engine that markets 
itself as privacy friendly, is already pushing this kind of 
experience. Neeva founder Sridhar Ramaswamy, a for-
mer Google executive, told AFP that smaller compa-
nies were much better placed to innovate. 

“We use large language models to look at all of 
the pages that are going to result for a query and 
show you a summary, and then show you a very rich 
visual experience,” he said. Like many analysts, 
Ramaswamy was highly critical of his former firm’s 
obsession with ads, which he claimed was ruining the 
experience of users. 

Industry analyst Rob Enderle said Google’s search 
business risked being torpedoed by innovations in AI. 
“Google still largely lives off the fact their search 
engine is the most widely used,” he said. But these 
changes could “relegate them to history”. However, 
there is still a long way to go before AI chatbots suc-
cessfully wed themselves to search engines. —AFP 

AI supercharges 
battle of web 
search titans

KAHRAMANMARAS, Turkey: Rescuers and civilians look for survivors under the rubble of collapsed 
buildings on Feb 7, 2023. — AFP 



PARIS: The UN’s cultural agency UNESCO said on
Tuesday it was ready to provide assistance after two
sites listed on its World Heritage list in Syria and Turkey
sustained damage in the devastating earthquake.  As
well as the damage to the old city of Syria’s Aleppo and
the fortress in the southeastern Turkish city of
Diyarbakir, UNESCO said at least three other World
Heritage sites could be affected. “Our organisation will
provide assistance within its mandate,” said UNESCO
director general Audrey Azoulay. A statement from
UNESCO said it and partners had already carried out
an initial survey of the damage of the quake which
struck before dawn on Monday.

It said it was “particularly concerned” about the old
city of Aleppo, which has been on its list of World
Heritage in Danger since 2013 due to the Syrian civil
war. “Significant damage has been noted in the citadel.
The western tower of the old city wall has collapsed and
several buildings in the souks have been weakened,” it
said. Aleppo was Syria’s pre-war commercial hub and
considered one of the world’s longest continuously
inhabited cities, boasting markets, mosques, cara-
vanserais, and public baths. But a brutal siege imposed
on rebels by government forces left it disfigured.

Syria’s directorate of antiquities had already raised
concern about the damage on Wednesday, saying parts
of Aleppo’s northern defensive walls had collapsed. 

‘Rapidly secure’ sites 
In Turkey, UNESCO said it was saddened by the

“collapse of several buildings” at the World Heritage
site of the Diyarbakir Fortress and the adjacent Hevsel
Gardens. It emphasised that the entire area was an
important centre of the Roman, Sassanid, Byzantine,
Islamic and Ottoman periods.

The pre-dawn quake hit near Gaziantep in south-
eastern Turkey at a depth of about 18 kilometres (11
miles), the US Geological Survey said. With weather
conditions and the remote nature of the areas making
access and information hard to come by, UNESCO said
other sites on the World Heritage list not far from the
epicentre could be affected.

It said these included the famed neolithic site of
Gobekli Tepe in Sanliurfa province, home to the world’s
oldest known megaliths some 10,000 years old.
UNESCO is also concerned about the Nemrut Dag site,
one of Turkey’s most iconic attractions due to the giant
statues that are part of an ancient royal tomb erected
high on a mountain, it said.

The third site is the neo-Hittite archaeological site
of Arslantepe outside Malatya, a city also badly hit
by the earthquake. “UNESCO is mobilising its
experts, to establish a precise inventory of the dam-
age with the aim of rapidly securing and stabilising
these sites,” it said. — AFP
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UNESCO sounds alarm over quake 
damage to Turkey, Syria heritage

Parts of Aleppo’s northern defensive walls had collapsed

ALEPPO: A picture shows rubble in Aleppo’s old town on February 7, 2023 following a deadly quake. The Syrian Red
Crescent appealed to Western countries to lift sanctions and provide aid after a powerful earthquake killed more
than 1,600 people across the war-torn country. — AFP

KAHRAMANMARAS: Mesut Hancer holds the hand of his
15-year-old daughter Irmak, who died in the earthquake in
Kahramanmaras, close to the quake’s epicenter. — AFP

Turkey quake victims 
hungry as winter 
hampers aid efforts
SANLIURFA: In the Turkish city of Sanliurfa, sur-
vivors of the massive quake that has wreaked death,
destruction and havoc on the region face an invisi-
ble but powerful threat-hunger. As the morning sun
illuminates the sky, Sanliurfa’s cracked streets look
empty. The mercury is only just above freezing, but
it feels much colder.

Like their neighbours in the other nine provinces
hit by Monday’s 7.8-magnitude quake and its fright-
ening aftershocks, the people of Sanliurfa are
focused on basic survival. Turkey’s most powerful
quake in almost 100 years had struck this remote
border region with Syria in the early hours on
Monday, killing more than 5,000 people in Turkey
and neighbouring Syria.

Dozens of Sanliurfa families found refuge in the
imposing Hilton hotel’s ground floor. Early on
Tuesday, most of the parents huddling with their
children have not slept a wink. “We arrived here at
3:00 pm yesterday, the hotel gave us soup in the
evening, but the night has passed. We’re hungry, and
the children too,” said Imam Caglar, 42.

“The bakeries will be closed today, I don’t know
how we will find bread,” the father of three said. It’s
out of the question to go fetch food from his flat,
located a few streets away, because of the danger
that the building might suddenly crumble.

“We live on the first floor out of three, we’re too
scared to return,” he says, shaking his head. “Our
building is not safe at all.” 

Winter hampers response 
The Turkish government is scrambling to house

people forced into the street after their homes either
collapsed or were too risky to stay in because of the
aftershocks. Hundreds of thousands spent the night
in dormitories, schools, mosques and other public
buildings, while others sheltered in hotels that
opened their doors for free.

Supplying them with food and other basic aid
has been a challenge. A winter storm has made
the region’s roads, some of them heavily damaged
by the tremors, nearly impassable. Many local air-
ports are shut, their runways in need of repair.
“We had a small bowl of soup, that’s not enough,”
says Mehmet Cilde, 56, a father of six. He hopes
that the local municipality will eventually provide
food. But, he admits, “we have no information,
nothing”.

‘Nothing but blankets’ 
The situation is even more dire for Filiz Cifci. She

missed the soup distribution on Monday evening,
further along the street from the Hilton hotel. Cifci
and her three children, who fled their home before
dawn Monday with only their three blankets and
phones, preferred to skip a meal than wait in the
wind and cold rain.

“We only had tea and coffee yesterday evening,
nothing else,” she said, in a headscarf and purple
tunic, sitting close to the hotel’s bathroom, where
families get drinking water. She doesn’t know if her
children will have enough to eat on Tuesday and in
the coming days. “For now we have nothing but our
blankets,” she said. She paused, then added: “At
least here, the water is drinkable.” — AFP

Silent phones, 
freezing rain 
and anguish 
SANLIURFA: A stream of cars crawled north out
of the shattered city of Sanliurfa, taking traumatised
residents a little further from the scene of Turkey’s
most powerful earthquake in decades. On the oppo-
site side of the road, a distraught family walked in
the freezing rain, their belongings piled into a
stroller, looking for shelter to spend the night.

Sanliurfa, one of the bigger cities of southeastern
Turkey, was hammered by the massive quake that
claimed at least 3,000 lives across the mostly
Kurdish region and neighbouring Syria. The disaster
toppled nearly 3,500 buildings across 10 provinces,
injuring more than 11,000 people and leaving an
unknown number trapped under debris.

The sheer scale of the disaster seemed over-
whelming. But it came into focus on one of
Sanliurfa’s main boulevards, where dozens of res-
cuers were trying to pull survivors from a seven-
story building that was reduced to mounds of dirt
and debris. At least 30 people are known to have
died in this province, where 200 buildings crumbled
from the 7.8-magnitude pre-dawn tremor and
incessant waves of aftershocks.

Omer El Cuneyd hoped against hope that it
would not climb here any further. “There is a family
I know under the rubble,” said the 20-year-old
Syrian student, who lives nearby. “Until 11:00 am or
noon, my friend was still answering the phone. But
she no longer answers. She is down there. I think
her battery ran out,” he said, trying to stay positive.

‘We will stay’ 
But it was no simple task-In front of him lay the

gutted remains of a sofa, a chair with splintered
metal legs, and some torn curtains, all signs of the
calm, simple life left behind. Dozens of people tried
to lift huge chunks of concrete debris, urgently lis-
tening for hints of life.

They would take silent pauses, peering into the
rubble, filled with a mixture of exhaustion, anguish
and hope. Omer said he and his friends would stay
here all night, no matter the rain and cold. “I have
to,” he said. A short walk away, Emin Kacmaz hud-
dled around an improvised fire he built up with his
three salesmen outside their furniture store.
Wrapped tightly in threadbare blankets, the stood
guarding the shattered shop from thieves.

The store’s gigantic windows were shattered and
its huge columns cracked, barely able to support the
seven stories of the damaged building looming omi-
nously overhead.  “The building is not safe,” the 30-
year-old said, but he was not about to budge. “We
will stay here all night. It’s our livelihood.”

‘Everyone is afraid’ 
A few hundred metres away, in a parking lot on

the same avenue, Mustafa Koyuncu, 55, his wife and
their five children sat crammed in a white car. They
were not moving-few people seemed to be.

“We are waiting here because we can’t go home.
For the moment, it is forbidden,” Koyuncu said,
referring to a government order for everyone to
stay out on the street for their safety. He still held
out some hope of being able to return home later
Monday.

But if that did not work out, they would all head
to a neighbourhood mosque, which like many others
has been transformed into a reception centre. “Our
building is safe,” Koyuncu insisted. His oldest
daughter dared to disagree.

“No, he’s not so sure it is!” she interjected. The
father’s reassuring tone quickly faded. “Who isn’t
afraid right now?” he conceded. “Everyone is
afraid.”—AFP

HATAY: An earthquake survivor reacts as rescuers look for victims and other survivors in Hatay, the day after a 7.8-
magnitude earthquake struck the country’s southeast on February 7, 2023. — AFP

Syrian prison 
holding 20 IS 
inmates escape
AZAZ: Prisoners mutinied in a northwestern Syria
prison Monday following a deadly earthquake, with
at least 20 escaping the jail holding mostly Islamic
State group members, a source at the facility told
AFP. The military police prison in the town of Rajo
near the Turkish border holds about 2,000 inmates,
with about 1,300 of them suspected to be IS fighters,
said the source.

The prison also holds fighters from Kurdish-led
forces. “After the earthquake struck, Rajo was affected
and inmates started to mutiny and took control of
parts of the prison,” said the official at Rajo jail, which
is controlled by pro-Turkish factions.

“About 20 prisoners fled... who are believed to be
IS militants.” The 7.8-magnitude quake-which was fol-
lowed by dozens of aftershocks in the region-caused
damage to the prison, with walls and doors cracking,
the source added. The British-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights war monitor said it
could not verify whether prisoners had escaped, but
confirmed there was a mutiny.

At least 1,444 people died Monday across Syria
after the devastating earthquake that had its epicentre
in southwestern Turkey, the government and rescuers

said. In rebel-held parts of the country’s northwest, at
least 733 people were killed and more than 2,100
injured, according to the White Helmets rescue group.

The incident in Rajo comes on the heels of an IS
attack in December on a security complex in their for-
mer de facto Syrian capital of Raqa, which aimed to
free fellow jihadists from a prison there. Six members
of the Kurdish-led security forces that control the area
were killed in the foiled assault.

The conflict in Syria started in 2011 with the bru-
tal repression of peaceful protests and escalated to
pull in foreign powers and global jihadists. Nearly
half a million people have been killed, and the con-
flict has forced around half of the country’s pre-war
population from their homes, with many seeking
refuge in Turkey. — AFP

Why was the 
Turkey-Syria 
quake deadly?
PARIS: A combination of factors made the powerful
earthquake that struck Turkey and Syria early Monday
particularly deadly, including its timing, location, rela-
tively quiet fault line and the weak construction of the
collapsed buildings, experts said. More than 2,300
people have been killed by the 7.8-magnitude quake
near Turkey’s Syrian border, with the toll expected to
grow as aftershocks reverberate throughout the day.

The earthquake caused such devastation partly
because of its power — it is the strongest earthquake
to hit Turkey since 1939 — and because it hit a popu-
lated region. Another reason is that it occurred at
04:17 am (0117 GMT), which meant that sleeping peo-
ple were “trapped when their houses collapsed,”
Roger Musson, honorary research associate at the
British Geological Survey, told AFP.

The construction of buildings was also not “really
adequate for an area that’s susceptible to large earth-
quakes,” said the author of the book “The Million
Death Quake”. That could partly be due to the fact
that the fault line on which the earthquake struck has
been relatively quiet recently.

Turkey is in one of the world’s most active earth-
quake zones. A quake along the North Anatolian fault
line in the northern Turkish region of Duzce killed
more than 17,000 people in 1999. But Monday’s earth-
quake occurred on the other side of the country, along
the East Anatolian fault.

The East Anatolian fault has not had a magnitude-7
quake for over two centuries, which could mean peo-
ple were “neglecting how dangerous” it is, Musson
said. Because it had been so long since the last big
quake, “quite a lot of energy” may have built up,
Musson theorised. The strength of the aftershocks on
Monday, including a huge 7.5-magnitude tremor, sup-
ported this theory, he added. 

‘Rerun’ of 1822 
This earthquake was “almost a rerun” of a 7.4 mag-

nitude one in the same area on August 13, 1822,
Musson said. It caused “an enormous amount of dam-
age, whole towns in ruins, and casualties in the tens of
thousands,” he said. Aftershocks from that quake con-
tinued to rumble until June the following year. The epi-
centre of Monday’s earthquake was at a relatively
shallow depth of about 17.9 kilometres (11 miles) near
the Turkish city of Gaziantep, which is home to around
two million people.

It was caused by the Arabian tectonic plate moving
northward, “scraping past Turkey,” Musson said.
“Because it cannot move smoothly, it sticks,” he said.
“The release of that movement along the fault is what
produces a major earthquake like the one we’ve had
today.” Musson emphasised that the epicentre of such
an earthquake was less important than how far the
rupture extended along the fault line — in this case,
around 100 kilometres (62 miles). “This means that
anywhere within the 100 kilometres along the trend of
the fault is effectively right on top of the earthquake,”
he said. Carmen Solana, a volcanologist at the UK’s
Portsmouth University, said that because earthquakes
cannot be predicted, tremor-resistant buildings were
crucial in affected areas. “The resistant infrastructure
is unfortunately patchy in South Turkey and especially
Syria, so saving lives now mostly relies” on efforts to
rescue survivors, she added.—AFP



DHAMAN embraces 
the responsible 
care philosophy 
KUWAIT: Health Assurance Hospitals Company
(DHAMAN) continues its contributions to sustainable
development by carrying out its social responsibilities
related to various societal aspects. As DHAMAN’s
social responsibility initiatives focus on areas related
to its business sector, which are health, education and
the environment, and ensure that it carries out its work
in accordance with best practices.

In a press release, DHAMAN said that
“DHAMAN’s initiatives and activities reached wide
segments of society in the context of the company’s
march towards achieving leadership in community
service”, indicating its endeavor to advance its social
and health role in a prominent manner characterized
by diversity and comprehensiveness, and to strength-
en DHAMAN’s position as a company whose business
model is based on the principle of health prevention
and spreading health awareness, in a way that
improves the implementation of sustainability stan-
dards and lays new foundations for the role of the pri-
vate health sector in the development.

Social responsibility and DHAMAN culture
DHAMAN adopts a philosophy of responsible

care, as the company believes and acts in accor-
dance with a culture of giving and support that
stems from the desire to build a proactive and bene-
ficial society for all its members. This was evident
from the beginning in the cooperation and joint
activities carried out by DHAMAN during the
Corona pandemic with the Ministry of Health, civil
society organizations and charities to confront the
pandemic and provide assistance to different seg-
ments of society to overcome its effects. The
Company indicated that it is a pioneer in the field of
providing healthcare, by adopting and implementing
the Health Maintenance Organization model, as it
believes in preserving the environment, promoting
transparency, integrity and equal opportunity.

Sustainable business practices 
The company stated that the health sector is one of

the essential sectors that have committed themselves
to the United Nations sustainable development goals,
by ensuring the provision of healthcare to millions of

people around the world. Therefore, DHAMAN has
adopted sustainable business practices by joining the
United Nations Global Compact initiative to develop,
implement and disclose responsible business prac-
tices. It is a voluntary leadership platform for the
development, implementation, and disclosure of
responsible business practices by supporting interna-
tional and institutional cooperation to build real part-
nerships, find innovative solutions to common chal-
lenges, and conduct business in a responsible manner.
The United Nations Global Compact initiative includes
thousands of companies and organizations worldwide
committed to adopting and implementing responsible
business practices.

In its statement, the company said “Through our
accession to the United Nations Global Compact, we
are working to support human rights, which is includ-
ed in the Code of Conduct, the Human Resources
Policy, and all the company’s systems and policies that
already exist, as we in DHAMAN respect and appre-
ciate all our employees and deal with them on an
equal footing without discrimination of any form.
Adding that among the initiatives adopted by
DHAMAN the preparation of a governance special
guide, which is one of the main pillars in applying and
practicing the principles of corporate governance
within the company to enhance the confidence of
investors and vendors”.

Preventive health community initiatives 
DHAMAN supports community initiatives in vari-

ous forms to support the preventive health of the com-

munity, with a focus on health awareness and promo-
tion of health culture by organizing a program of edu-
cational webinar lectures on many topics such as the
importance of examining and diagnosing breast can-
cer in Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and prostate
cancer on the occasion of Men’s Health Awareness
Month, complications of high blood cholesterol, the
negative effects of energy drinks, advice for patients
with asthma and other chronic diseases, in addition to
other important health topics. Furthermore, the com-
pany issues a number of pamphlets and pamphlets
containing educational medical information about
many common health problems in the community.

Medical education and training initiatives 
As for the areas of professional development,

DHAMAN encourages sustainable medical education
and training in order to prepare local national man-
power capable of advancing the health sector, espe-
cially after the Corona pandemic crisis showed the
importance of qualifying professional medical staff.
The company provided practical training to Kuwait
University students and the Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training. In addition, we coop-
erated with the Kuwait Medical Association in the field
of supporting continuous learning for all doctors
working in the fields of healthcare in the public and
private sectors. DHAMAN enabled members of the
Kuwaiti Medical Association to subscribe to the
(UpToDate) website for a small portion of the fees, this
platform is considered a source of support for medical
recommendations and evidence-based decisions and

professional development.

Building DHAMAN culture 
DHAMAN cares greatly about the well-being and

health of its employees and carries out many activities
to enable community diversity, equality, fairness, and
inclusion within the framework of the slogan “One
Team... One Vision”. In this context, the company
organized a set of internal activities and initiatives for
employees, including organizing a series of sports
activities, such as weekly football matches, holding
social events and honoring wide groups of employees,
and launching initiatives that would enhance unity
between employees and contribute to building the
company’s culture.

Raising health awareness in the community
DHAMAN widely supports the promotion of com-

munity health through many healthcare initiatives in
cooperation with a number of non-profit associations
and private entities. The company organized a visit to
the Kuwaiti Society for the Disabled, conducted peri-
odic check-ups for people with disabilities residing at
the Society’s headquarters, and trained the nursing
staff to conduct some examinations, in implementation
of an existing agreement between DHAMAN and the
Society since 2021. Moreover, a free health check day
was also organized at DHAMAN primary healthcare
centers for labor in a number of private companies, in
cooperation with Kuwaiti Resources House, Al-Mulla
Group and Tariq Al-Ghanim Company. The medical
examination included free general consultation, blood
and sugar tests, and a review of medical history and
current medications. In addition to organizing a free
medical check-up day for Ooredoo staff, that also
included free general consultation, check-ups for
chronic diseases, review of medical history and cur-
rent medications.

On the other hand, and in a manifestation of the
diversity of community participation aimed at promot-
ing health awareness in society, the company provided
support to the Engineering and Petroleum Association,
and also sponsored the Family Medicine Marathon
2022, which was organized by the Kuwaiti Association
of Family Physicians and General Practitioners with the
support of Kuwaiti Medical Association, and also par-
ticipated in the donation campaign. As well as partici-
pating in the blood donation campaign in Al Dhow
Tower in cooperation with Al-Imtiaz Group and the
Kuwaiti Blood Bank. In the same context, the company
continues to reach out various communities residing
and working in Kuwait through various means, most
notably the program of communication with embassies
of foreign countries in the country.

Attracting national labor
DHAMAN takes it upon itself, and within its objec-

tives, to help create new job opportunities to absorb
the workforce in society, by creating job opportunities
in a new health sector. It is expected to provide about
seven thousand jobs in the health sector during the
next five years, of which citizens are expected to rep-
resent 15 percent of them at the beginning, provided
that this percentage will gradually increase to reach 25
percent of the total number of workers. To achieve this
goal, DHAMAN organized and participated in a num-
ber of events, including the recruitment day at the
Public Authority of Manpower to recruit fresh gradu-
ates, and participated in employment fairs held at
Kuwait University to meet and attract new graduates.

MUMBAI: Shares in the flagship firm of troubled
Indian conglomerate Adani rose almost 15 percent
Tuesday, clawing back some of its recent huge loss-
es after saying it would repay more than $1 billion in
loans. Investors wiped out around $120 billion in
value from the group owned by tycoon Gautam
Adani after claims of accounting fraud by short-
seller US investment group Hindenburg Research on
January 24. The collapse raised concerns about the
group’s ability to raise fresh financing to pay down
its debts. It cancelled a share sale, and reportedly
also a bond issue, last week.

But India’s biggest conglomerate said Monday it
was repaying early loans worth $1.1 billion, in a
move meant to reassure investors. The Adani Ports
subsidiary said Tuesday it would also repay debts
of around 50 billion rupees ($605 million) and slash
by half its capital expenditure in the next financial
year. Adani Enterprises, the group’s flagship firm,
soared as much as 25 percent on Tuesday, with
trading suspended three times on the way up.

The shares closed up 14.6 percent-although they
are still down by more than half since the start of
the year. Other group companies were mixed, with
Adani Transmission rising five percent but closing
0.77 percent lower, and Adani Total Gas down five
percent and trade suspended again.

“The markets are happy that they prepaid a
chunk of their borrowings. This is a refreshing sign
of confidence,” markets commentator Srinath
Sridharan told AFP. Fitch Ratings said Tuesday that
Indian banks’ exposure to the Adani group was
“insufficient in itself to present substantial risk to
the banks’ standalone credit profile”.

‘Largest con’ 
Hindenburg accused Adani of a “brazen stock

manipulation and accounting fraud scheme” in “the
largest con in corporate history”. Adani artificially
boosted the share prices of its units by funnelling
money into the stocks through offshore tax havens,

Hindenburg said.
The conglomerate has rejected the claims as a

“maliciously mischievous” reputational attack.
Last week tycoon Adani, 60, insisted the “funda-

mentals of our company are very strong, our bal-
ance sheet is healthy and assets robust”. His per-
sonal wealth has more than halved, seeing him fall
from number three in the Forbes real-time list of the
richest people in the world to 17th as of Tuesday.
India’s political opposition says Adani’s closeness
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, with both men
from Gujarat state, has allowed him to win contracts
unfairly and avoid proper oversight.

Parliament has been adjourned several times in
recent days with opposition parties calling for a
probe into Modi and Adani’s links. Rahul Gandhi
from the Congress party, which staged protests
Monday, told parliament on Tuesday that the two
men already had close ties when Modi was Gujarat’s
chief minister. “The result of that was tremendous
growth and expansion of his businesses in Gujarat,”
Gandhi said.

“Then the real magic began in 2014 when Modi
comes to Delhi (as prime minister) and Adani-who
was number 609 on the global rich list-reached
number two within a few years.” —AFP
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NEW DELHI, India: Indian Youth Congress party (IYC) activists hold placards and shout slogans during a protest
outside the regional headquarters of Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) in New Delhi on February 7, 2023, calling for
an enquiry into allegations of major accounting fraud at Adani, the country’s biggest conglomerate. — AFP

Beleaguered conglomerate says it would repay $1bn in loans

Adani inches back up after loan pledge

Global stocks steady,
dollar edges higher 
NEW YORK: Stock markets largely steadied
and the dollar rose Tuesday, with traders fore-
casting US interest rates to keep climbing fol-
lowing last week’s blockbuster American jobs
report. Oil prices extended gains after Iraqi
Kurdistan suspended crude exports through
Turkey as a precaution after a deadly earth-
quake rocked its northern neighbor and Syria.

“A strengthening labor market theoretically
makes it less likely that the Federal Reserve will
halt interest rate rises anytime soon,” said Russ
Mould, investment director at AJ Bell. “The Fed
needs to see both the jobs market and inflation
start to cool before it can justify changing its
stance on rates.”

Focus was on a speech due Tuesday from
Fed boss Jerome Powell, who “remains a big
wild card every time he speaks”, said Chris
Senyek at Wolfe Research. “Investors will be
looking to see if he ‘walks back’ his very
dovish tone from last Wednesday, particularly
with respect to financial conditions and the US
‘disinflationary process’. “We still believe that
the Fed will be ‘higher for longer’,” Senyek
added. January’s rally for equities was halted
as investors contemplate an extended period
of high borrowing costs aimed at bringing
down inflation from multi-decade highs.

While there are signs that price rises are
slowing, and the Federal Reserve acknowl-
edged progress in its battle last week, the
employment data Friday was seen as a body
blow for many. —AFP 
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Ooredoo Kuwait Group reports 
EBITDA growth of 9% in 2022

Earnings per share reached 79 fils • Dividend of 70 fils per share recommended
KUWAIT: National Mobile Telecommunications
Company KSCP “Ooredoo” announced on
Tuesday its financial results for the year ended 31
December 2022.

• Consolidated revenue increased by 3 per-
cent to KD 620.3 million in 2022, compared
to KD 601.7 million in 2021. Revenues in
KD were positively impacted as a result of
enhanced performance through implemen-
tation of strategic and commercial plans in
addition to efficient operations in Kuwait, a
year-on-year improvement in Maldives and
Palestine, and healthy Tunisian and Algerian
market growth in local currency terms.

• EBITDA increased by 9 percent in 2022 to
KD 226.0 million, compared to KD 207.6
million in 2021. 

• Net profit attributable to NMTC increased
by 105 percent to reach KD 39.5 million in
2022 from KD 19.2 million in 2021. Net
profit growth was driven by solid opera-
tional and financial earnings from Ooredoo
Kuwait, Ooredoo Tunisia, Ooredoo Algeria,
Ooredoo Palestine and Ooredoo Maldives.

• The consolidated earnings per share were
79 fils for 2022 compared to 38 fils earned
in 2021. The Board of Directors recom-
mends a dividend payment of 70 fils per
share, subject to shareholder approval at
the General Assembly scheduled for
March 2023. 

• Consolidated customer base increased to
24.7 million in 2022 compared to 24.0 mil-
lion in 2021.

Chairman of the Board of Directors Sheikh
Mohammad Bin Abdullah Al-Thani commented:

“I am pleased to announce another successful year
for NMTC as consolidated revenue of the Group
increased by 3 percent to KD 620 million, compared

to KD 602 million in 2021. This growth was fuelled by
enhanced performance through implementation of
strategic and commercial plans by management in
addition to efficient operations in Kuwait, improved
market conditions in Maldives and Palestine, and
healthy growth in Tunisia and Algeria.

The Group’s EBITDA increased by 9 percent to
KD 226 million in 2022 compared to KD 208 million
in 2021, while net profit attributable to NMTC more
than doubled to reach KD 40 million in 2022 from KD
19 million in 2021. In Kuwait, we achieved an 8 per-
cent increase in customer base, which translated into
increased revenue and EBITDA for our company. 

Despite the challenges posed by currency devalu-
ation in Tunisia and Algeria, we maintained positive
growth in both revenue and EBITDA, thanks to our
efforts to drive operational efficiencies. In Palestine,
we reported a steady 2 percent growth in our cus-
tomer base and improved revenue and EBITDA. 

Maldives recorded a significant increase in both
revenue and EBITDA, further solidifying our pres-
ence in the market. We are unwavering in our com-
mitment to delivering exceptional services and maxi-
mizing value for our shareholders, as evidenced by
our proposed dividend payment. Our efforts to
enhance operational efficiency have yielded positive
results, fuelling growth throughout the company.”

Ooredoo Kuwait CEO Abdulaziz Yaqoub Al-
Babtain commented: “2022 has been a year of suc-
cessful upgrades and implementation of our strategic
plan to take customer experiences to an unprece-
dented level. Our strategies revolved around our cus-
tomers, their first-hand experience with the brand,
better understanding their needs and demands. We
elevated and digitally enhanced all aspects of our

products, services, offers and promotions to provide
them with the best in market experience. This growth
has been supported by the keenness and determina-
tion of everyone at Ooredoo Kuwait to ensure that we
not only meet but exceed expectations.” 

He continued, “We took it upon ourselves to effi-
ciently upgrade and enhance all aspects of our opera-
tions, services and infrastructure with the sole aim to
provide our customers a unique experience with the
Ooredoo brand, a seamless and uninterrupted net-
work, adopting and integrating innovative digital tech-
nologies to our infrastructure to not only gain a com-
petitive edge in the market but to also ensure that our
customers are satisfied and their needs are met.”

Al-Babtain closed his statement with, “When con-
sidering financial technologies and the constant
upgrades and demand for financial services on a

global scale, we at Ooredoo Kuwait are proud to have
been the first telecommunications company in Kuwait
to announce and launch ApplePay through the
MyOoredoo App. Ooredoo Kuwait will always be at
the forefront of digital innovation and introduction of
technologies that cater to our customer demands and
adopt to the fast paced and digital based lifestyles.”

Review of operations
The Group’s operational performance can be sum-

marized as follows:

Ooredoo - Kuwait
Ooredoo’s customer base in Kuwait increased to 2.7

million in 2022, up by 8 percent compared to 2021.
Ooredoo Kuwait reported 12 percent increase in rev-
enue to KD 236.3 million in 2022 compared to KD 210.5
million in 2021. EBITDA increased 17 percent to KD
71.5 million in 2022 compared to KD 61.1 million in 2021,
driven by operational efficiencies across the business.

Ooredoo - Tunisia
Ooredoo’s customer base in Tunisia increased by

3 percent to 7.1 million customers in 2022. The
Tunisian dinar depreciated by 9.4 percent year-on-
year, leading to a decrease in revenues to KD 123.5
million in 2022 compared to KD 134.0 million in
2021. In local currency terms, Revenues were up by
1 percent. EBITDA increased 6 percent to KD 54.8
million in 2022 compared to KD 51.8 million in 2021. 

Ooredoo - Algeria
Ooredoo Algeria’s customer base increased by 2

percent to 13.0 million in 2022. Business in Algeria
was negatively impacted by the devaluation of the
Algerian Dinar, which depreciated by 3.7 percent
year on year. Consequently, revenue decreased to
KD 186.9 million in 2022 compared to KD 188.5

million in 2021. In local currency terms, Revenues
were up by 3 percent. EBITDA increased to KD
66.2 million in 2022 compared to KD 65.1 million in
2021.

Ooredoo - Palestine
Customer base in Palestine increased by 2 per-

cent to 1.4 million customers in 2022. Revenue
increased by 5 percent to KD 35.4 million in 2022,
compared to KD 33.8 million in 2021. EBITDA
increased by 6 percent to KD 13.0 million in
2022compared to KD 12.3 million in 2021.

Ooredoo - Maldives
Ooredoo Maldives reported a 9 percent increase

in revenues to KD 38.2 million in 2022, compared to
KD 35.0 million in 2021. EBITDA improved by 19
percent to reach KD 20.5 million in 2022 compared
to KD 17.2 million in 2021. Ooredoo Maldives now
serves a total of 387 thousand customers.

Sheikh Mohammad 
Bin Abdullah Al-Thani

Abdulaziz Yaqoub 
Al-Babtain

BP posts record 
profit, dilutes 
green target
LONDON: British energy giant BP on Tuesday
announced record annual profit thanks to soaring oil
and gas prices, as it watered down its target for cut-
ting carbon emissions. BP’s underlying profit more
than doubled to a record $27.7 billion last year, spark-
ing renewed outrage from green groups and unions
demanding far greater action on tackling climate
change and a cost-of-living crisis.

The huge earnings mirror record profits by BP
rivals after the invasion of Ukraine by major fossil-
fuels producer Russia hit supplies and pushed the
West into beefing up its energy security. BP’s exit from
its 19.75 percent stake in Russian energy group
Rosneft cost it more than $24 billion, however. That
pushed it into a loss after tax totaling $2.5 billion last
year, compared with net profit of $7.6 billion in 2021.

Emissions target 
BP on Tuesday also said its carbon emissions would

not fall as quickly as anticipated. The company expects
carbon emissions from oil and gas production to fall by
between 20-30 percent in 2030 compared to 2019.

This compared with its prior forecast for a drop of 25-
40 percent.

“We need continuing near-term investment into
today’s energy system-which depends on oil and gas-
to meet today’s demands and to make sure the transi-
tion is an orderly one,” said chief executive Bernard
Looney. “We will prioritize projects where we can
deliver quickly, at low cost, using our existing infra-
structure, allowing us to minimize additional emissions
and maximize both value and our contribution to ener-
gy security and affordability.” Speaking later on an
investor webcast, Looney said BP’s “ambition and
aims, taken together, are consistent with the goals of
the Paris Agreement” which says global greenhouse
emissions must drop 45 percent by 2030 to limit glob-
al warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

Environmentalists hit out the strategy update. “Not
only will BP’s new strategy fail to deliver much-needed
energy security in the UK but it will ensure that peo-
ple across the globe already battling devastating
droughts, floods and heatwaves, will continue losing
their lives and livelihoods,” said Kate Blagojevic,
Greenpeace UK head of climate justice.

“It’s time to stop drilling and start making pol-
luters... pay the price for the climate damage they are
causing all around the world.” The record profits come
as consumers face soaring heating and electricity bills,
which has triggered widespread calls for energy
majors to pay more tax to ease a cost-of-living crisis.
Unions and members of the opposition Labour party
again called on the Conservative government to
increase its windfall tax on the likes of BP and British
rival Shell. “As millions struggle to heat their homes
and put food on the table, BP are laughing all the way
to the bank,” said Paul Nowak, general secretary of the
Trades Union Congress.

“Ministers are letting big oil and gas companies
pocket billions in excess profits. But they are refusing
to give nurses, teachers and other key workers a
decent pay rise.” Britain is facing its biggest strikes in
more than a decade as public and private sector work-
ers demand that pay increases go some way to match-
ing sky-high inflation. —AFP

Nintendo cuts its
profit forecasts 
amid chip shortage 
TOKYO: Nintendo cut its full-year profit forecasts on
Tuesday, saying the global chip shortage had damp-
ened Switch sales, with analysts warning of waning
momentum for the hit console nearly six years after its
release. New games have performed well, the Japanese
company said, including “Splatoon 3” and “Pokemon
Scarlet and Violet”, which in November scored the
highest global sales in the first three days for any
Nintendo software.

Switch hardware sales by unit declined 21 percent
year-on-year in April-December, “mainly due to a
shortage of semiconductors and other component sup-
plies that impacted production until around late sum-
mer”. The Kyoto-based gaming giant now expects net
profit in 2022-23 of 370 billion yen ($2.8 billion), down
from its previous forecast of 400 billion yen.

It also trimmed its operating profit outlook, and the
annual hardware sales forecast for the Switch to 18

million units from the previous target of 19 million.
Back in 2020-21, Nintendo’s annual net profit soared
to a record of 480 billion yen, thanks to booming
demand for indoor entertainment during COVID-19
lockdowns. The firm nearly matched that figure in the
last financial year, with its Switch console continuing
to perform well and software sales staying strong. But
sales of the Switch, which was launched in 2017, and
the console’s Lite and OLED variations, are slowing as
the console ages.

Hideki Yasuda of Toyo Securities told AFP ahead of
the earnings release that “it would be a big surprise if
Nintendo were to increase the production of Switch” at
this stage of its life cycle. There are still bright spots on
the horizon, however, with the chip shortage now easing
and big titles coming up for Nintendo, including the new
“Legend of Zelda” game. Despite rumors swirling over
Nintendo’s next big hardware product, he cautioned that
“it’s still too early to talk about the next game console”.

Amir Anvarzadeh of Asymmetric Advisors said that
to stay desirable, the Switch “needs a fairly urgent
graphics processing unit upgrade” because the OLED
screen version, released in 2019 with upgraded graphics
and memory, “didn’t seem significant enough”. The
Switch is both a handheld and TV-compatible device, a
selling point that has borne fruit so far.—AFP



Al-Rushood: Record 
growth for KFH by 
101.7% in Q4 profits 
KUWAIT: In an interview with CNBC Arabia TV, 
Acting Group CEO at Kuwait Finance House (KFH), 
Abdulwahab Issa Al-Rushood revealed that KFH 
benefitted significantly from the acquisition of AUB-
Bahrain in terms of financial results. Al-Rushood said 
that the financial results have been boosted during 
the last quarter of 2022, following the acquisition of 
Bahrain’s AUB on 2 October 2022. He added that the 
fourth quarter of 2022 witnessed a historic growth 
of KD 151.9 million, an increase of 101.7 percent in 
profits attributable to shareholders compared to 
the same period last year, while the earnings per 
share for Q4 of 2022 increased to 10.70 fils from 
7.74 fils, an increase of 38.2 percent, in addition to 
an increase in total assets, financing receivables, and 
depositors’ accounts as well as an improvement in 
key financial indicators.

He added during the interview that due to the 
KFH’s successful acquisition of 100 percent of 
AUB-Bahrain shares, AUB-Bahrain contributed to 
the 2022 profits with KD 62.5 million, a contribu-
tion rate of 17.5 percent, which represents AUB 
Group’s financial results for the period between 
the acquisition date on October 2, 2022, until the 
end of FY 2022.

As for the 2022 key financial indicators, Al-Rus-
hood explained that the Group’s performance con-
tinued to improve significantly in 2022, particularly 
after the successful acquisition, pointing out that 
net profits reached KD 357.7 million, an increase of 
47.0 percent compared on last year.

l Net financing income reached KD 800.5 mil-
lion; an increase of 36.7 percent compared to last 
year.

l Net operating income reached KD 723.3 mil-
lion, an increase of 43.8 percent compared to 2021.

l Financing receiv-
ables increased to reach 
KD 18.8 billion, an in-
crease of 65.9 percent 
compared to the end of 
2021.

l Total assets in-
creased to reach KD 
37.0 billion, an increase 
of 69.7 percent.

He pointed out that 
cost-to-income ratio im-
proved by 32.5 percent 
compared to 38.0 per-
cent in 2021, noting that 
this improvement was due to the 32.2 percent in-
crease in total operating income.

In addition, Al-Rushood said that the capital ad-
equacy ratio (CAR) reached approximately 17.66 
percent which is above the minimum Regulators’ re-
quirement, noting that this percentage confirms the 
solid financial position of KFH. He also added that 
KFH topped Kuwaiti banks and listed companies on 
Boursa Kuwait with a market capitalization exceed-
ing KD 11 bn.

Meanwhile, Al-Rushood said that KFH is con-
tinuing with existing non-strategic assets and in-
vestments as part of its strategy of focusing on core 
banking business and sustainable profits, pointing 
out that the exits as at the end of 2022 reached 
around KD 63.2 million. He added that the Group’s 
non-performing financings reached 1.32 percent at 
the end of 2022 combining AUB (as per CBK’s ac-
counting principles) compared to 1.6 percent at the 
end of 2021.

Al-Rushood pointed out that KFH-Kuwait and 
the Group achieved a debt coverage ratio of ap-
proximately 379 percent and 341 percent respec-
tively at the end of 2022.  “The provisions charged 
on the Group’s income statement during 2022 de-
clined by about 54.1 percent compared to 2021, 
when it reached about KD 62.1 million, including 
provisions of financing, investment and other pre-
cautionary provisions,” said Al-Rushood.

Speaking about the contribution of KFH-Turkey 
in 2022 net profits, Al-Rushood mentioned that 
KFH-Turkey performance was good despite the 
hyperinflation and its accounting impact, indicating 
KFH-Turkey net profit contribution reached about 
32.9 percent.

Regarding the plans to convert the assets and 
operation of AUB-Bahrain’s into sharia-compliant 
businesses, he said that the plans to convert some 
of AUB-Bahrain related businesses and assets to 
be compliant with Islamic sharia principles have al-
ready begun, in particular plans to convert its bonds 
into sukuk. Plans are also underway to convert the 
rest of AUB-Bahrain operations according to an 
agreed timeframe. 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023

10
Business

PARIS: Fresh strikes hit trains, schools and refineries in 
France on Tuesday over an unpopular pension reform 
pushed by President Emmanuel Macron, with nation-
wide protests planned for later in the day. A third day 
of union-backed demonstrations since January 19 is set 
to test momentum for the protest movement which has 
vowed to block Macron’s bid to raise the retirement age.

“We are dealing with a president-because he is at 
the heart of all this-who, with his over-sized ego, wants 
to prove that he is capable of passing this reform,” the 
head of the hardline CGT union, Philippe Martinez, told 
RTL radio. Macron put raising the retirement age and 
encouraging the French to work more at the heart of his 
re-election campaign last year, but polls estimate that 
two-thirds of people are against the changes. Lawmak-
ers began debating the reform, which would see the age 
for a full pension raised from 62 to 64 and the manda-
tory number of years of work extended for a full pen-
sion, during a stormy session in parliament on Monday.

Last week’s demonstrations brought out 1.3 million 
people across the country while a first round on Janu-
ary 19 saw 1.1 million, according to the police. A security 
source told AFP that between 900,000 and 1.1 million 
people were expected on Tuesday. The crowds so far 
have been the largest anti-government protests since 
2010 during pension reform by right-wing former presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy.

‘Reform or bankruptcy’ 
Trains and the Paris metro again faced “severe dis-

ruptions”, while around one in five flights at Orly airport 
south of the capital were expected to be cancelled. But 
the overall level of disruption, including in schools, was 
expected to be lower than on the previous two days.

Around half of long-distance trains were running, the 
state railway company said. “It’s ok, it’s manageable,” 

Sylvain Magnan, a 23-year-old told AFP at the main 
station in the city of Marseille on the Mediterranean. 
“I just took a later train.” Around one in two workers 
at oil refineries run by energy giant TotalEnergies had 
stopped work, the company said, but stocks at petrol 
stations are sufficiently high to handle any temporary 
pause in deliveries.

Macron’s proposals would bring France closer into 
line with its European neighbors, most of which have 
retirement ages of 65 or more. But the government has 
struggled to defend the overhaul as necessary or fair, 
given that the system is currently in balance and that 
low-skilled workers are said by many economists to 
bear the brunt of the changes.

“It’s reform or bankruptcy,” Public Accounts Minis-
ter Gabriel Attal said in parliament on Monday, leading 
to criticism from opponents that he was exaggerating. 
Forecasts from the independent Pensions Advisory 
Council show the pensions system in deficit on average 
over the next 25 years.

‘Unfair’ 
The changes would lead to annual savings of around 

18 billion euros ($19.5 billion) by 2030 -- mostly from 
pushing people to work for longer and abolishing 
some special retirement schemes. France’s spending 
on pensions is the third highest among industrialized 
countries relative to the size of its economy. The coun-
try is number one in terms of overall public spending, 
according to data from the Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development. In parliament, the 
government will need to rely on the right-wing Re-
publicans opposition party to pass the draft legisla-
tion, without having to resort to controversial execu-
tive powers that dispense with the need for a vote.

Macron’s allies are in a minority in the hung Na-

tional Assembly after elections in June. Prime Minister 
Elisabeth Borne on Sunday offered a key concession, 
saying people who started work aged 20 or 21 would 
be allowed to leave work a year earlier. Republicans’ 
head Eric Ciotti has promised his backing, in theory 
giving the government the numbers needed to pass 
the legislation.

But the left-wing opposition group and the far-
right nationalist and Eurosceptic party of Marine Le 
Pen are staunchly opposed and have filed thousands 
of amendments. Speaking in parliament on Monday, 
Le Pen said the government’s reform “unfair” and 
“dictated by your desire to please the European 
Commission.” —AFP

Lulu Exchange partners 
with eNET to launch 
services on its mobile app
KUWAIT: Lulu Exchange, one of Kuwait’s lead-
ing financial services companies, announced its 
strategic partnership with payment services com-
pany eNet to provide customers of LuLu Money 
transfer app with services such as mobile phone 
payment and recharge, apart from recharge of fuel 
cards, online cards and game cards, and install-
ment payment services for school fees.

The agreement was signed between Sabah 
Khaled Al-Ghunaim, Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors, Automated Services Network Company 
and Adeeb Ahamed, Managing Director, LuLu 
Financial Holdings, in the presence of the CEO 
Khaled Al-Ghunaim and Executive Manager Afif 
Makhal and  Sreenath Sreekumar, General Man-
ager of LuLu Exchange.

Adeeb Ahamed said that LuLu Exchange is 
constantly rolling out services aligned with its vi-
sion to innovate value and inspire experiences. 
“Our technology-led payments platform enables 
us to partner with the right institutions to en-
able our customers to meet their diverse payment 
needs, digitally. We are happy to associate with 
eNET which is known for its high standards and 
customer first approach, in providing value added 
services to the people of Kuwait through our pay-
ments app.”

Sabah Khaled Al-Ghunaim expressed his 
pride in the cooperation and partnership with 
Lulu Exchange as a well-established financial 

institution, with a wide customer base in Ku-
wait and the Arabian Gulf, in providing various 
payment services to its subscribers through the 
Lulu Exchange application.

It is worth noting that the Automated Services 
Network Company - eNET is the first company of 
its kind in Kuwait that provides automatic payment 
services to citizens and residents, from paying bills 
to local telecom companies, to filling prepaid cards 
with filling gasoline, paying financing installments, 
in addition to paying school fees and charitable 
donations. The company also provides a variety of 
entertainment services, from buying internet cards 
and games to renewing satellite station subscrip-

tions, etc., through several channels (website, mo-
bile application, self-service machines) which are 
located in more than 80 percent of Kuwait’s com-
plexes, in addition to more than 2,500 points of 
sale. Having commenced operations in 2012, LuLu 
Exchange is among the leading and most trust-
worthy financial service providers in Kuwait. The 
company is a part of LuLu Financial Holdings, an 
ISO:9001 certified financial services conglomerate 
which has a reputation for providing the highest 
quality service to consumers. The company’s mo-
bile app, LuLu Money, is among the most highly 
rated payments app in the country, enjoying a 
double-digit growth month-on-month. 

New strikes hit trains, refineries and 
schools in France over pension reform

KUWAIT: Sabah Khaled Al-Ghunaim and Adeeb Ahamed during the signing of the agreement.

Abdulwahab Issa 
Al-Rushood

Macron’s retirement age proposals ignite nationwide unrest

Jazeera Airways 
records net profit of 
KD 20.1m for 2022
KUWAIT: Jazeera Air-
ways, continuing robust 
growth, announced re-
cord net profits of KD 
20.1 million for the year 
2022, an increase of 183.6 
percent over 2021. Oper-
ating revenues for 2022 
increased to KD 182.116 
million, up 126.5 percent, 
and operating profit in-
creased by 148.4 percent 
to KD 26.8 million. 

With the resumption of 
operations at the Kuwait International Airport (KIA), the 
airline built on its quick return to profitability in the second 
half of 2021. During 2022, Jazeera also exceeded 2019 per-
formance; which was the last comparable full year of unre-
stricted operations, by 30 percent. While overall passenger 
traffic at the airport dropped by 26 percent compared to 
2019, Jazeera’s traffic grew by 19 percent during the same 
period. Passenger numbers increased by 247.5 percent to an 
unprecedented 3.6 million, compared to the last year. Load 
factor increased by 10.2  percent to 77.01, which offset a 
decline in yield, the average fare paid per passenger, by 35.1 
percent to KD 47.96. 

Marwan Boodai, Jazeera Airways Chairman, commented: 
“We are extremely proud to report record annual net profits 
for the year 2022, the highest in the history of Jazeera Air-
ways. In the last year, high fuel prices added approximately 
KD 9 million to our costs. Our financial performance despite 
this additional cost burden testifies to the aggressive cost 
focus across the organization. The fact that we carried 3.6 
million passengers in 2022, up from 2.4 million passengers 
in 2019, shows the strong acceptance of our business model 
and growing service by our customers. With our growing 
fleet, new upcoming routes and planned enhancements to 
our operations, 2023 is going to be another exciting year.” 
In the last quarter of 2022, the airline reported a modest net 
loss of KD 0.7 million, compared to a profit of KD 7 million 
in the same quarter of 2021. Operating revenue increased by 
24.7 percent to KD 41.3 million while operating profit de-
creased to KD 0.9 million. In Q4 2022, passenger numbers 
increased by 88 percent to 978.1 thousand passengers as 
load factor increased by 4.5 percent to 78.7 percent and av-
erage utilization of aircraft increase by 35.3 percent to 12.4 
hours compared to the same quarter last year. The Board of 
Directors recommend distributing a cash dividend of 50fils 
per share for the second half of 2022. This is in addition to 
the interim cash dividends of 30 fils per share, distributed 
for the first half of 2022, bringing the total cash dividends 
distribution for full year 2022 to 80 fils per share.”

Financial and operational highlights 2022 
* Operating revenue: KD 182.1 million, up 126.5% 
* Operating profit: KD 26.8million, up 148.4% 
* Net profit: KD 20.1 million, up 183.9% 
* Passengers: 3.6 million, up 247.5% 
* Load factor: 77.01%, up 10.2% 
* Average utilization: 12.9 hours, up 118.1% 

Q4 2022 highlights
* Operating revenue: KD 41.3 million, up 24.7% 
* Operating profit: KD 0.9 million, down  90.5% 
* Net loss: KD 0.7 million
* Passengers: 978.1 thousand, up 88% 
* Load factor:78.7%, up 4.5 percent
* Average utilization: 12.4 hours, up 35.3% 

2022 operational review
In the last year, addressing an increasing demand from 

travelers, Jazeera Airways launched 15 new routes to cities 
in the Middle East, North & South Asia and Europe. These 
included Vienna (Austria), Prague (Czech Republic), Du-
shanbe (Tajikistan), Turkistan (Kazakhstan), Namangan (Uz-
bekistan), Bengaluru (India), Thiruvananthapuram (India), 
Bhairahawa (Nepal), Chattogram (Bangladesh), Xian (China), 
Salalah (Oman), Qassim (Saudi Arabia), Hail (Saudi Arabia), 
Taif (Saudi Arabia) and Abha (Saudi Arabia). Following the 
addition of these routes, the airline now flies to eight cities in 
India and Saudi Arabia as well as two cities each in Bangla-
desh and Nepal, serving 58 destinations in total. 

MONTPELLIER, France: Protesters participate in a demonstration on the third day of nationwide rallies 
organized since the start of the year, against a deeply unpopular pensions overhaul in Montpellier, 
southern France on February 7, 2023. —AFP

Marwan Boodai



KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its investors
webcast on February 6, 2023 to present
and discuss the bank’s financial perform-
ance for year-end 2022. The webcast
was organized by EFG Hermes and pre-
sented by Tony Daher, Chief Executive
Officer of Gulf Bank, and David
Challinor, Chief Financial Officer of Gulf
Bank. The discussion was moderated by
Dalal Al-Dousari, Head of Investor
Relations at Gulf Bank.

Operating environment
Tony Daher commenced the webcast

with key updates regarding Gulf Bank’s
operating environment for year-end
2022. Daher stated, “Our results of 2022
demonstrate good progress with Gulf
Bank delivering strong financial per-
formance, and our core businesses sus-
taining good growth momentum. We
also made tremendous progress on our
strategy and digital transformation ini-
tiatives, in line with our long-term plan
to deliver sustainable value to all our
stakeholders.”

Daher added: “In 2022 the bank real-
ized the benefits of its Kuwait-focused
strategy and is proactively meeting the
changing needs of our customers. The
Kuwait economy continued to recover in
2022, and demonstrated resilience and
positive signals, despite the challenging
global markets and political situation.
These challenges included high inflation,
tighter monetary policy, and the war in
Ukraine, amongst others. However, the
local economic stability is supported by
relatively good oil prices, recovery in key
economic sectors, and ongoing structur-
al reforms.”

Customer experience
Daher also touched on the customer

experience and simplicity of services by
stating: “Corporate Banking commenced
its digital transformation initiatives
across all banking channels, and so far
the Bank has managed to migrate most
clients onto the new online platform.”

Consumer banking
On the latest development regarding

the Consumer Banking segment, Daher
commented: “In Consumer Banking, the
segment embarked on many initiatives to
provide customers with best-in-class
and secure banking services. During the
year, the Bank launched an Omni-
Channel Digital Transformation initiative,
which aims to move from a siloed
approach to an Omni-Channel approach
in order to unify customer experience
across all touch points. This initiative will
also support the Bank in meeting Central
Bank of Kuwait’s Cyber Security
Framework and future customer needs.
Furthermore, we continued to introduce
tailored and rewarding products to our
customers, and as a testament, the Bank
was recognized by receiving two
awards; the first is the “Most Rewarding
Prepaid Card” for our Mastercard
MOUJ Cashback Prepaid Card. The sec-
ond award is for the “Best launch experi-
ence in the Middle East and North
Africa” for the launch of the integrated
and innovative “Click to Pay” service.”

Employee and community skillsets 
On the latest developments regarding

the opportunities for the community and
the Bank’s Employees, Daher said:
“During the year, we conducted several
initiatives to provide our employees and
community with new skillsets and
opportunities specifically in the field of
IT, data science and cyber solutions,
with the aim to help future generations
achieve local development goals, and to
contribute to our community.” 

Increasing profitability
Gulf Bank’s CFO, David Challinor, dis-

cussed Gulf Bank’s year-end 2022 results
in details by saying: “We can see the
movement of net profit from KD 42.1 mil-
lion to KD 61.8 million. The increase of
KD 19.7 million was mainly driven by the
decline of KD 17.6 million in total provi-
sions. The Cost of Risk for the full year
was only 49 basis points compared to 95
last year which shows the overall
improvement in the quality of our loan
book.” 

Challinor highlighted that the Return
on Equity improved by 2.5 percent and
said: “The Bank now is generating simi-
lar profitabi l i ty levels to the pre-
COVID period. It is also worth noting

that Q4 2022 represented the 6th con-
secutive quarter of profit expansion
which is evidence of strong earnings
momentum.”

On the breakdown of the income
statement, Challinor commented:
“Interest income was up 58.5 or 31 per-
cent in 2022 compared to the same peri-
od of last year. This was due to a 7 per-
cent growth in the bank’s loan book cou-
pled with 7 CBK discount rate hikes
totaling 200 basis points.” He continued:
“Our interest expense increased by 48.6
or 91 percent. The cost of funds is rising
faster than the increases in asset yields
but despite this, we were still able to
generate an expansion in net interest
income, which grew 7 percent in 2022
versus last year, and 4 percent from Q3
to Q4 of 2022.” He also added:
“Operating income increased by 11.0 or
6 percent. This was predominately due
to the increase in net-interest income of
7 percent and non-interest income of 3
percent. Operating expenses have
increased by 8.0 or 10 percent year-on-
year, mainly driven by increased invest-
ment in our staff. The cost to income
ratio reached 47.6 percent for year-end
2022, which we believe will normalize
once we realize cost efficiencies upon
the completion of the bank’s digital
transformation journey.”

Challinor also pointed out that credit
costs declined by 19.0, from 43.9 in
2021 to 24.9 in 2022. And the cost of
risk was 49 basis points in 2022, almost
half of what it was versus 2021. This was
due to an improvement in the operating
environment in Kuwait, strong recover-
ies, and the overall high quality of our
loan book. 

Gulf Bank’s financial position
Challinor also explained Gulf Bank’s

financial position. He presented the
Bank’s mix of assets and highlighted its
changes over the last 12 months by say-
ing: “Over the year, our total assets
increased by 296 or 5 percent to reach
6.9 billion. This was largely driven by a
292 or 6 percent increase in Net Loans,
reflecting a pick-up in economic activity
in comparison to last year.” He contin-
ued: “Loans and Advances to customers
grew by a 319 or 7 percent year on year,
supported by both our Corporate and
Consumer segments although at a faster
pace from the Consumer sector as we
recorded exceptional growth of 14 per-
cent year on year.”

On Customer deposits, Challinor stat-
ed: “Customer Deposits declined by 1
percent year on year to reach 4.2 billion.
We saw our CASA ratio decline to 35.2
percent due to higher rates leading to
some transition to term deposits.”

On medium term borrowing,
Challinor said: “We have increased our
medium term borrowing by 130 percent
year on year, which improves our over-
all duration.”

Improved assets quality 
On assets quality, Challinor comment-

ed: “Our non-performing loan ratio was
1.1 percent at the end of 2022, down
from 1.2 percent at the end of September
2022. Our coverage ratio remains excep-
tionally strong reaching 504 percent.”

Challinor also indicated that as of 31
December, 2022, Gulf Bank has 124 of
excess provisions, representing 39 per-
cent of total provisions. In addition, Gulf
Bank’s Stage 1 loans increased to 93.8
percent while Stage 2 declined to 5.1
percent and Stage 3 slightly increased to
1.2 percent.

And on the evolution of Stage 2 and 3
loans percentages over the past 5 quar-
ters, Challinor highlighted: “We can see
that both our Stage 2 and Stage 3 remain
very low and stable.”

Regulatory capital
On Gulf Bank’s capital, Challinor

said: “Our Tier 1 ratio was 14.2 percent,
which is above our 2022 regulatory
minimum of 10.5 percent. Our Capital
Adequacy Ratio of 16.4 percent was
above our 2022 regulatory minimum of
12.5 percent.”

Challinor also indicated that as of 31
December, 2022, the Bank’s risk weight-
ed assets grew by 8 percent, mainly
driven by year-on-year growth in the
loan book. 

On the Bank’s leverage ratio,
Challinor said: “Our leverage ratio as of
31 December, 2022 was 9.7 percent,

which was slightly higher than 9.5 per-
cent for the same period of last year,
and well above the 3 percent regulatory
minimum.”

Regarding the liquidity ratios,
Challinor stated: “Our Liquidity
Coverage Ratio was 246 percent, and
Net Stable Funding Ratio was 108 per-
cent. It’s worth noting that both ratios
are still well above their respective cur-
rent minimums of 90 percent and pre-
COVID minimums of 100 percent.”

Q&A
Following the management presenta-

tion of Gulf Bank’s performance for the
year-end 2022, the call was open for
participants’ questions. Dalal Al-Dousari,
head of Investor Relations at Gulf Bank,
moderated the Q&A session. 

Loan book growth
The Q&A session started with a

question on loan book growth year on
year and its contraction in Q4.
Challinor responded: “In our retail busi-
ness, we saw continued growth in Q4
and a full year growth number of 14
percent, which is the highest we’ve seen
in at least the last 5 years. Comparing
this to the market, according to the
CBK data, the market grew 9 percent,
so we’ve gained market share in 2022,
and this is particularly pleasing, given
the fact that retail is core to our strate-
gy, and we’ve invested heavily in this
business. On the Corporate side, we had
a de-growth in Q4 of around KD 130
million, which reflected a combination
of scheduled repayments, settlements,
and some new bookings. We’re very
focused on margin and clearly the mar-
gins in retail are much higher - CBK
plus 3 percent versus Corporate at
around 1 percent and sometimes below.
In Corporate, we’ve raised the return
hurdles which has led to a more selec-
tive approach in booking new deals. So,
we will likely see the asset allocation of
the balance sheet between retail and
corporate to continue shifting more
towards retail. This will support margin
expansion. It will also allow us to realize
the return on investment we’ve made in
retail. We’ve already seen this asset
allocation shift play out in 2022, as
retail has gone from 39 percent of our
loan book in 2021 to 42 percent in
2022,and 3 years ago it was 35 per-
cent.” Challinor added: “We want to use
the balance sheet as efficiently as pos-
sible, and I think also given where fund-

ing costs are at right now, and particu-
larly the marginal cost of deposits, it
makes sense for us to grow faster in
Retail than in Corporate.”

Cost of risk
A question was raised regarding the

pressure on provisions due to rate hikes
and asset quality. Challinor commented:
“Credit costs continue to be very low
and well below where I think the normal-
ized level is, which I’ve said previously is
around 1 percent.  We booked around
KD 9m in Q4 which is a similar level to
Q3. For the full year, credit costs are
almost half of where they were last year,
which is obviously a great outcome. In
terms of cost of risk, that translates to
50bp for the full year versus 95bp last
year.” Challinor added: “The quality of

the book continues to be exceptionally
high. We continue to have very low
NPL’s at 1.1 percent, which have been
very stable, and our stage 2 percentage
at 5.1 percent continues to be very low
and stable too. And the total provision
coverage is over 500 percent including
collaterals. I think we are very well
placed to deal with any rate rise stresses.
I think in 2023, at least in the first half,
we should expect a continuation of the
current trend, with no negative surprises.
Overall, the asset quality of the bank
continues to be very strong, and all the
metrics and indicators are very positive.”

Operating expense 
A question was raised regarding rea-

sons for the increase in Operating
expenses. Challinor commented: “Total
operating expenses are up 10 percent
year on year with almost all the increase
coming from the staff costs line. I’ve said
before we’ve been investing in our staff
and in particular Gulf Bank was the first
bank in Kuwait to enact gender equality
in employment benefits which is some-
thing we’re very proud of.” He contin-
ued: “We’ve clearly seen exceptional
growth in our retail business and this
growth does come with a variable cost
element in the form of investments in the
sales force. 

We also awarded pay rises across the
Bank broadly in line with inflation. We
did see a tick up in staff costs in Q4 from
the levels in both Q3 and Q2, but this
was due to some year-end one offs. My
expectation is that staff costs will come
down in Q1 2023 and be more in line to
the levels we saw in Q2 and Q3. We’re

still investing in our digital transforma-
tion program, which is going well, and
we would be looking to realize meaning-
ful cost efficiencies post completion,
which we expect will be towards the end
of this year.”

Net interest margins 
A question was raised on net interest

margins and why didn’t it correspond
with interest rate hikes and if there is
any pressure going forward. Challinor
commented: “The NIM expanded in Q4
by 10 basis points. This followed an
expansion in Q3 of 13 basis points. In
the first half, the NIM remained flat. So,
now we’re really starting to see the ben-
efit flow through of the rate rises.
There’s been 7 CBK rate rises in total
during 2022. 

The first 6 were all 25bp and the last
one in December was 50bp. However,
we’ve seen a lot of pressure on the cost
of deposits following the first 6 rate rises
but less so with the rise in December. We
also saw recently, on 26 January, another
50bp rise in the CBK discount rate,
where there was limited corresponding
pressure on the cost of deposits. So, we
think that the last 100bp of CBK rate ris-
es will work more effectively to support
and increase the margin in 2023 which
will in turn work to improve the growth
in operating profits. We also have signifi-
cant CASA balances, representing 35
percent of our total deposit book, and
this is acting as a hedge against the cost
of fund pressures”

Business collaboration 
The last question raised was on the

latest update on proposed business col-
laboration with ABK. Challinor com-
mented: “The most recent disclosures
Gulf Bank made in relation to the poten-
tial collaboration between Gulf Bank and
Ahli Bank of Kuwait was on November
23, 2022. The disclosure stated that Gulf
Bank obtained the approval of the
Central Bank of Kuwait regarding the
engagement of McKinsey & Company
as the Bank’s consultant to carry out the
feasibility study”. He added: “We will
disclose any future material information
in this regard as and when it becomes
available.”

Al-Dousari concluded the webcast by
thanking the participants and invited
investors and analysts to visit the
Investor Relations page of Gulf Bank’s
website for any further inquiries.
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Gulf Bank holds its year-end 
2022 earnings webcast

• Our results of 2022 demonstrate good progress with
Gulf Bank delivering strong financial performance, and
our core business sustaining the growth momentum. 

• We made tremendous progress on our strategy and
digital transformation initiatives, in line with our
long-term plan to deliver sustainable value to all our
stakeholders.

• The Kuwait economy continued to recover in 2022,
and demonstrated resilience and positive signals,
despite the overall challenging global market and
political situation.

• We’ve been investing in our staff and in particular Gulf
Bank was the first bank in Kuwait to enact gender
equality in employment benefits which is something
we’re very proud of.

• The asset quality of the Bank continues to be very
strong and all the metrics and indicators are very
positive. 

• We’re still investing in our digital transformation program,
which is going well, and we would be looking to realize
meaningful cost efficiencies post completion, which we
expect will be towards the end of this year.Tony Daher David Challinor

Solid financial performance
Daher summarized Gulf Bank’s year-end 2022 results with six key messages: 

1. Net profit grew by 47 percent for the year 2022, to reach KD 61.8 million in comparison to KD 42.1
million reported in 2021.

2. Earnings per share is up 46 percent to 19 fils and the Board of Directors is recommending a distri-
bution of cash dividend of 10 fils per share, representing a 51 percent cash payout, in addition to 5
percent bonus shares, for shareholders’ approval at the Annual General Meeting to be held in
March 2023.

3. Gross customer loans reached KD 5.2 billion, an increase of KD 319 million or 7 percent compared
to the end of 2021. This growth was supported by both our Corporate and Consumer segments,
although at a faster pace for Consumer segment.

4. The portfolio continued to be resilient as our non-performing loan ratio (NPL) for the year end 2022
stood at 1.1 percent, together with a strong NPL coverage ratio of 504 percent including total pro-
visions and collaterals.

5. The relaxed capital regulatory minimums that were introduced in 2020 were partially restored from
first of January 2022. With that, at the end of the year, our Tier 1 ratio had a buffer of 371 basis
points, and our capital adequacy ratio had a buffer of 389 basis points. These buffers have allowed
the Bank to grow its businesses in line with its strategy.

6. Gulf Bank remains an ‘A’ rated bank by major credit rating agencies. Our current position stands as
follows:
• Moody’s Investors Service maintained the Long-Term Deposits Rating of “A3” with a “Stable”

outlook.
• Capital Intelligence affirmed the Bank’s Long-Term Foreign Currency Rating of “A+” with a

“Stable” outlook.
• Fitch Ratings has upgraded the Viability Rating of the Bank from ‘bb+’ to ‘bbb-’ during the year

and affirmed the Bank’s Long-Term Issuer Default Rating at “A” with a “Stable” outlook.

Dalal Al-Dousari
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J
apanese cartoon hero Captain
Tsubasa inspired Lionel Messi and
countless other football stars world-

wide. Now its creator is laying down his
pen and aiming for the top with his own
real-life team. Yoichi Takahashi began
writing the comic strip about 11-year-old
football prodigy Tsubasa Ozora in 1981
and saw it grow into a global smash hit
spawning animated films, video games
and even statues in his hometown in east-
ern Tokyo. Known as “Holly e Benji” in
Italy and “Super Campeones” in Spanish-
speaking Latin America, the franchise was
avidly read and watched by players such
as Messi and Andres Iniesta on their way
to superstar status.

Now Takahashi is preparing to wrap up
the comic series and focus on a different
passion-attempting to lead his local non-
league side into Japan’s professional J-
League in his role as owner. The club

were renamed Nankatsu SC-after Captain
Tsubasa’s fictional school team-when
Takahashi came on board.

“I can do something new from here,”
the 62-year-old told AFP at his Tokyo stu-
dio, adorned with signed football shirts giv-
en to him by famous fans such as Iniesta
and his former Spain team-mate
Fernando Torres. “It doesn’t mean that I’m
completely stopping all creative work. I’d
like to start something new in my own way
while I still have the energy.” Takahashi
became hooked on football after watching
the 1978 World Cup on TV. He created
Captain Tsubasa with the intention of help-
ing to popularize the sport in Japan, which
did not have a professional league at the
time. Now, more than 100 countries are
believed to have tuned into the series and
the stories have sold more than 70 million
copies in book form in Japan and more
than 10 million overseas. “I had no idea

that people around the world would see it,”
he said.

Captain Tsubasa Stadium? 
Takahashi says the upcoming series of

the comic will likely be the last he draws,
although the beloved character will live on
in other formats. He says he is looking for-
ward to being free of weekly deadlines
and has “no bad feelings” about stopping.
Takahashi became involved with his local
club 10 years ago and took over as owner
in 2019, helping them rise to the fifth tier of
the Japanese football pyramid.

Nankatsu are now just two promotions
away from reaching J3, the third rung of
the J-League. Takahashi believes they
can go all the way to the top flight but he
says the essence of the club is more
important than league position. “In Europe
it’s just natural that you support your local
club, but we didn’t have that culture in

Japan,” he said. “I didn’t have a local club
so I wanted to create one myself.”

The J-League will kick off its 30th
anniversary season later this month, and it
has grown from 10 clubs in 1993 to 60
across three divisions. Nankatsu’s local
government last month announced that it
would buy land to build the club a new sta-
dium, which they would need to gain J-
League membership. Takahashi says it
could be named “Captain Tsubasa
Stadium” and there are plans to include a
museum of character memorabilia to
attract tourists from all over the world. The
club have even recruited big-name players
to help their promotion push, signing for-
mer Japan internationals Junichi Inamoto
and Yasuyuki Konno.

Messi magic 
Takahashi says being a club owner is

“sometimes fun, but more often it’s diffi-

cult”. “With a comic, you can shut yourself
away in a room and draw it as you see it,
but when you’re an owner, you have to
meet a lot of people and come up with
plans.” He has played a big part in helping
football culture take root in Japan, and
believes there is room for it to grow further.
He thinks Japan can win the World Cup in
his lifetime and he sees similarities
between young national team forward
Takefusa Kubo and Captain Tsubasa.

Takahashi was in Qatar to watch last
year’s World Cup final, and was happy to
see Messi finally lift the trophy after years
of trying. But he says Captain Tsubasa’s
ability to inspire is something that “doesn’t
just go for superstar players”. “Comics are
something that, at heart, are for kids,” he
said. “If a comic can have a positive
impact on kids at that stage of their lives,
then that makes me very happy.”—AFP

This photo shows Japanese cartoonist and
manga artist Yoichi Takahashi, best known for
his work “Captain Tsubasa”, displaying his
autograph with the painting of the main char-
acter following an interview with AFP at his
workplace in Tokyo.

This file photo shows the Japanese manga comic character from the Captain Tsubasa series
Ohzora Tsubasa (left) displayed at the gate of a comic exhibition in Tokyo. 

This file photo shows a train passenger playing the piano next to stained glass artwork depicting
the Captain Tsubasa cartoon character at Urawa-Misono train station in Saitama, on the reopen-
ing day of Japan’s football league after matches were postponed due to COVID-19. — AFP photos

10-year-old 
becomes first  
official dual-national
kabuki actor

A
10-year-old French-Japanese boy
will become the first officially recog-
nized dual-national kabuki actor,

following in the footsteps of his grandfa-
ther, a star of the traditional art form.
Maholo Terajima has performed kabuki-a
type of Japanese theatre that dates back
to the 17th century-several times on stage
since he was four.

But his May performance at Tokyo’s
Kabuki-za theatre will be his formal debut
under the stage name Onoe Maholo. “I’ve
always loved kabuki, since I was little,” he
said in French and Japanese at a press
conference, adding that he hopes to one
day perform in France. “I’ll practice hard
so that our audience will enjoy the show,”
said Terajima, who wore a black kimono
and grey hakama trousers for Tuesday’s
event at the French embassy.

Kabuki shows are all-male affairs com-
bining dance, drama and music, with men
playing female roles. The actors-scions of
families of kabuki performers who usually
begin training in childhood-don ornate
costumes, wigs and heavy makeup for
performances on elaborate sets.
Terajima’s mother is actress Shinobu
Terajima, the daughter of kabuki star
Onoe Kikugoro VII, who was awarded
“national treasure” status from the govern-
ment for his work. His father is a French
art director.

It is the first time a dual national has
officially become a kabuki actor, although
Ichimura Uzaemon who was adopted into
a kabuki family in 1878 is said to have
had a French-American father. Terajima’s
mother, whose younger brother is also a
kabuki actor, was not eligible because of
her gender.

On Tuesday, she said that although
she and her husband are not kabuki
actors, her son “has support from my
father and brother”. Terajima once want-
ed to be a football player, but he said
that was “no longer” his dream. “I want
to be a comic actor, like my grandpa,”
he said. — AFP 

F
or the past decade, artist Seb
Toussaint has travelled to some of
the poorest parts of the world to paint

brightly colored frescoes on the walls of
downtrodden neighborhoods. Dressed in
shorts and a T-shirt, the 35-year-old
French-British artist, who always paints an
inspiring word at the heart of his work, is
tackling a piece called “Future” in a dusty
slum on the outskirts of Mauritania’s capi-
tal Nouakchott.

“The goal is to paint the words of those
who don’t have a voice,” he says. He and
two travel companions have daubed the
sides of a sheet metal shack with a mural
of geometric and undulating shapes in

white, blue and baby pink. As they work,
children play in the dirt paths, rolling a tyre
or kicking a ball between makeshift
homes, as curious women in colorful veils
mill around. Zaatar is a hodgepodge
extension of the capital, where fishermen,
construction workers, carpenters and
casual workers have made their homes.
The soil is too salt-laden to be cultivated,
and there is little greenery aside from two
ailing acacia trees.

Bringing color to the poor 
Since 2013, Toussaint has painted

walls of cement, wood, and corrugated
iron with words in different languages and
alphabets as part of his project, which he
calls “Share the Word”. There was
“Humanity” in the Palestinian Territories,
“Change” in Nepal, and “Freedom” in Iraq.
He earns a living painting murals in
Europe and saves up to finance about two
trips a year to spend a month in a slum or
refugee camp, where he offers his servic-
es to residents.

The homeowner will decide what word
he wants highlighted in the mural.
Toussaint started his career painting
“tifos”-vibrant choreographed displays held
up by fans at football matches. He decid-
ed to dedicate himself to bringing “color to
an environment where there is very little,”
after being exposed to the harsh realities
some people face when travelling the
world on his bicycle a decade ago.

When he arrived in Zaatar in early
January, “we played football with the kids.
I explained in broken Arabic that the goal
was to paint houses. One person said: I

would like you to paint my house.” “We
have never had anyone turn us down,” he
said. However, there is often an initial
reluctance. “We had our suspicions about
their presence, but we quickly realized
these guys had good intentions,” said fish-
erman Amar Mohamed Mahmoud, 52.
“They do a good job that brightens up the
neighborhood.”

Peace and love 
Mahmoud got a rare animal painting,

“The Camel,” in shades of blue and fawn,
in honor of the animal which plays an
important role in Mauritanian society. He
has painted eight murals in the neighbor-

hood, among them “Mum”, “Youth”, and
“Friends”, whose colors dazzle in the sun-
scorched neighborhood. He estimates he
has painted 222 word murals around the
world, with a general fondness for the
themes “Peace” and “Love”.

Some of his works last for years, while
others are fleeting. Several murals disap-
peared when a migrant camp in Calais in
northern France was dismantled. The
murals also become a backdrop for local
music artists to shoot videos, he says.
Once, in Nepal, one of his painted walls
was used as a backdrop for a fashion
shoot. — AFP

Ten-year-old kabuki actor Maholo Terajima
attends a press conference at the French
embassy in Tokyo. 

A man walks past a mural painted by French artist, Seb Toussaint in Nouakchott.

French artist, Seb Toussaint, paints a mural on
a small house in Nouakchott as part of his
street art project, “Share the World”.

Children play in front of a mural painted by French artist, Seb Toussaint in Nouakchott as part of
his street art project, “Share the World”. — AFP photos

French artist, Seb Toussaint (left), paints a mural on a small house in Nouakchott as part of his
street art project, “Share the World”.
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Actress Shabnam Khan Veteran Kuwaiti movie and TV star Zahra Al-
Kharji.

Veteran Kuwaiti actor Jassem Al-Nabhan. Veteran Kuwaiti TV and movie star
Mohammad Al-Mansour. 

“I believe that if Netflix didn’t already
have faith in our drama in terms of sto-
ries, cast, production and all other
aspects, they wouldn’t have collaborated
on this project,” veteran Kuwaiti movie
and TV star Zahra Al-Kharji said. A
household name in the industry, not only
in Kuwait and the Gulf region but also the

Arab world, Kharji believes that Kuwait
has always been rich in tremendous tal-
ent capable of performing on the highest
international levels.

And perhaps Kuwait’s talents are start-
ing to catch international attention. “It’s an
incredible experience. I never would’ve
dreamed of this,” said co-writer Anne
Sobel. “[Nadia Ahmad] has been a good
friend of mine for a long time and I feel
very fortunate that she chose us to work
on this project.”

Nadia Ahmad wrote The Exchange, a
Kuwaiti drama set in 1987 and tells the
story of two women making their way at
the Kuwait Stock Exchange. “I’m proud
that we got the chance to do this,” lead
star Rawan Mahdi said. A young actress
based in Kuwait, Mahdi graduated from
the Higher Institute for Dramatic Arts in
2015 and won an award for ‘Best
Supporting Actress’ at the Kuwait Theater
Festival for her role in ‘The Wedding’. “My
message to young aspiring actors and

actresses is to always keep going and
never stop,” she said.

Delicate themes
Inspired by true events, the show tack-

les many delicate themes including
women’s empowerment. It explains how
two women overcame social norms to

break into a field such as the stock
exchange at a time when male domi-
nance was still at a high level in society
compared to modern times. “I wanted to
inspire intelligent hardworking women to

strive to reach their highest potential even
when the challenges seem insurmount-
able,” Sobel said.

“It is a very important topic,” said vet-
eran Kuwaiti actor Jassem Al-Nabhan of
the show’s theme. “It addresses several
issues such as working women, the chal-
lenges they face, and efforts needed to
allow them to work.”

Nabhan has starred in several Kuwaiti
movies and drama works throughout his
storied career, some of which were per-
formed on the international stage. But the
language barrier has always been a main
challenge in Kuwait’s road to reaching a
wider international audience. He believes
that The Exchange, which presents a
compelling story in multiple languages on
a widespread platform such as Netflix,
has the potential to break this long-stand-
ing barrier.

Mohammad Al-Mansour, another vet-
eran Kuwaiti TV and movie star who’s
witnessed the rise of Kuwait’s drama, TV
and cinema since the golden age of the
industry, says Kuwait has long estab-
lished its presence in the field in the Arab
world, and it’s time it leaves its mark on
the international scene as well. He
agrees that Kuwait has limitless potential
in this regard.

“I am very lucky they chose me to be
part of this amazing event, being on
Netflix and going international,” said
Shabnam Khan, a young aspiring actress
who plays a role that kick-starts the
events of the series.

The Exchange, which premieres
exclusively on Netflix on February 8,
2023, is produced by Beyond Dreams
and directed by Kuwait’s Jassem Al-
Muhanna and Egypt’s Karim Al-Shenawy.
“It was really fun to go out of the comfort
zone, try this new experience and collab-
orate with great talent,” said Shenawy,
who’s worked on several other projects
with Netflix in the past. “I read a great
script that I wanted to do. For me, this is
a great universal story - the story of two
great women who are really inspiring
[told] in a fun and enjoyable way.”

“It is a dream come true,” said
Muhanna. “I think [The Exchange] puts
Kuwait on the map in terms of filming and
production that is on par with international

levels.” “This experience went well for me
and my colleagues, especially in terms of
moving from the local to the international
scene,” said actor Faisal Al-Amairi.

The Exchange is a Netflix original
series conceived and written by celebrity
TV presenter, actress and activist Nadia
Ahmad, with Anne and Adam Sobel. The

cast includes Rawan Mahdi, Mona
Hussain, Hussain Al-Mahdi, Mohammad
Al-Mansour, Zahra Al-Kharji, Huda Al-
Khateeb, Faisal Al-Amairi, Jassem Al-
Nabhan, Maryam Salih, Asmahan Tawfiq,
and Abdullah Bahman.

By Ahmad Jabr

Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center hosted on Monday a red-carpet event for ‘The Exchange’, the first Kuwaiti Netflix original series. A star-studded cast attended a
special screening of the show that has been translated into five different languages and comes with high potential and anticipation of putting Kuwait’s drama in its right-

ful place on the global map.

Kuwaiti actor Faisal Al-Amairi.

The Exchange cast and crew pose for a group photo at
the red carpet event. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

People attend the screening of the Exchange.

Egyptian director  Karim Al-Shenawy. Lead star Rawan Mahdi.Kuwaiti director Jassem Al-Muhanna.

American co-writers Anne
Sobel and Adam Sobel.
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     News in brief

Qatar names new coach 
 
DOHA: Qatar on Monday named the much-trav-
elled Carlos Queiroz as new national coach to take 
charge of the campaign to forget a disastrous 
World Cup showing. The Portuguese, who will be 
70 on March 1, has been to the World Cup four 
times, three with Iran where he was in charge for 
nearly a decade in two different spells. Queiroz 
takes over from Spaniard Felix Sanchez, whose 
contract was not renewed after Qatar lost all three 
of their group matches when they hosted the 
World Cup in November-December. Queiroz left 
Iran after the team also failed to get past the group 
stage. “Official: Carlos Queiroz is the new head 
coach for Al-Annabi,” the Qatar Football 
Association said on Twitter, using the national 
team’s nickname. “We wish the Portuguese coach 
all the best with our national team.” Growing spec-
ulation had linked Queiroz to the Qatar post after 
he said on his Instagram account last week that he 
was starting “a new journey” and thanked Iran fans 
for their “loyal” support. —AFP  
 
 

Wigan dent Blackburn hopes 
 
LONDON: Wigan held Blackburn 0-0 on 
Monday at Ewood Park to stop Rovers from mov-
ing into the play-off places in the English 
Championship. A win would have sent the 1995 
Premier League winners above West Brom and 
Watford to fifth place in the hunt for promotion. 
“We knew it was going to be a tough game, Wigan 
are fighting for their lives,” Rovers coach Jon Dahl 
Tomasson told Sky Sports. “I’m disappointed we 
didn’t win the game. We’re not favorites to go up, 
we can always dream to stay up there,” the former 
Denmark attacker added. Rovers had the best 
chances of the first period with Chile attacker Ben 
Brereton Diaz and Wales winger Sorba Thomas on 
his club debut threatening Ben Amos in the visi-
tors’ goal. With 25 minutes to play Wigan thought 
they had broken the deadlock but their effort was 
disallowed after a foul from right-back Martin 
Kelly. It was the hosts who dominated the final 
moments and were denied a penalty in the 97th 
minute after left-back Harry Pickering was felled in 
the Athletic box. —AFP  
 
 

Strugglers Hoffenheim fire coach 
 
BERLIN: Hoffenheim said Monday they had fired 
coach Andre Breitenreiter after a string of poor 
performances left them languishing in 14th place in 
the Bundesliga. After a good start to the season, 
Hoffenheim have struggled in recent months and 
last won a match in October when they beat 
Schalke, who currently sit bottom in 18th. With just 
19 points, they have lost five games at home this 
season. In Breitenreiter’s last match, his side were 
beaten 5-2 away at Bochum, bringing the hosts 
level on points with Hoffenheim. Breitenreiter’s 
contract had been due to run until June next year. 
The 49-year-old joined the Bundesliga club at the 
start of the season from Zurich. —AFP  
 
 

Irving joins Mavericks  
 
NEW YORK: Kyrie Irving was welcomed to the 
NBA’s Dallas Mavericks on Monday as the Texas 
team and the Brooklyn Nets confirmed their block-
buster trade deal. Days after the controversial guard 
requested a move before Thursday’s NBA trade 
deadline, both clubs tweeted confirmation of the 
transfer following team physicals. The Mavericks 
tweeted “Welcome to Dallas” messages to Irving 
and Markieff Morris, who came over from the Nets 
in exchange for Spencer Dinwiddie and Dorian 
Finney-Smith, who received a similar social media 
greeting from Brooklyn. The Nets also reportedly 
received a future first-round NBA Draft pick and 
two second-round selections in the deal. The Los 
Angeles Lakers, Phoenix Suns and Los Angeles 
Clippers were among several clubs linked to Irving 
after his request to be moved went public, report-
edly after failing to agree on terms for a long-term 
contract extension. Dinwiddie returns to Brooklyn, 
where he played for five seasons before a knee lig-
ament injury early in the 2020-21 campaign. —AFP  
 
 

NBA, union extend deadline  
 
NEW YORK: The NBA and its players union 
announced Monday they have extended the early 
opt-out contract deadline on their current deal 
from Wednesday to March 31 as talks on a new 
agreement continue. The ongoing seven-year col-
lective bargaining agreement between the league 
and the National Basketball Players Association 
expires after the 2023-24 season. But if either the 
NBA or the union decided to opt out, the deal 
would end on June 30 after the current campaign. 
That means trades, free agency and other league 
business would shut down with a lockout by own-
ers likely and there would be a risk of missing 
regular-season games starting next October. But 
negotiations were going well enough that the 
NBA and union pushed back an earlier December 
15 deadline to February 8 to avoid the risk of opt-
out issues. A major reason for optimism, ESPN 
reported, has been NBA willingness to soften an 
original desire for a hard upper-level spending 
limit on team payrolls rather than a luxury tax 
system. —AFP 

Chanderpaul hits unbeaten double  
century as West Indies dominate

Tagenarine Chanderpaul sets a new Windies record
BULAWAYO: Tagenarine Chanderpaul made an 
unbeaten double century after setting a new West 
Indies record of 336 for the first wicket with 
Kraigg Brathwaite on Monday before the tourists 
declared at 447-6 in the f irst  Test against 
Zimbabwe. The opening stand at the Queens 
Sports Club in the southwestern city of Bulawayo 
surpassed the 298-run partnership shared by 
Gordon Greenidge and Desmond Haynes against 
England in 1990. 

Zimbabwe were 114-3 in reply at stumps on 
the third day - 333 runs behind-with Innocent 
Kaia, one of five Test newcomers in the team, 
unbeaten on 59 having struck nine fours. The 
final delivery of the day saw one skipper dismiss 
another as Brathwaite clean bowled Craig Ervine 
for 13 with a deceptively quick ball. Brathwaite 
made 182 before being trapped leg before while 
Chanderpaul, the son of former West Indies skip-
per Shivnarine, finished on 207 not out after hit-
ting a six to reach a double ton in only his third 
Test outing. 

It is the ninth highest opening Test partnership, 

a long way short of the overall record of 415 
added by South Africa’s Graeme Smith and Neil 
McKenzie against Bangladesh in Chattogram in 
2008. Both batsmen began day three with hun-
dreds under their belts as West Indies resumed on 
221 without loss after two rain-affected days. The 
scoring rate had been under two and half until that 
point but Brathwaite, 116 not out overnight, imme-
diately set about the attack with the run rate early 
on standing at five per over.  

Brathwaite clattered his way to 182 before being 
trapped by spinner Wellington Masakadza. The 
captain misread the length and tried to sweep a 
full-length delivery on off stump, ending an innings 
which spanned 312 balls and included 18 fours. It 
was a welcome return to form for Brathwaite, who 
made only 19 and three against Australia in his last 
Test, two months ago in Adelaide. 

It was small reward for the Zimbabwe bowlers 
who had toiled 114 overs before making the 
breakthrough. They were rewarded with a sec-
ond wicket before lunch when Kyle Mayers was 
bowled through the gate for 20 by leg-spinner 

Brandon Mavuta, who went on to take five wick-
ets at a cost of 140 runs. But the wicket that 
eluded him and four other Zimbabwean bowlers 
was that of Chanderpaul who, picking up the 
tempo from a sluggish first two days, struck 
three sixes and 16 fours before West Indies 
declared soon after lunch. —AFP

West Indies batsman Tagenarine Chanderpaul

ABK the ‘Platinum  
Sponsor’ of Crown  
Prince Cup match  

 
KUWAIT: Al Ahli Bank 
of Kuwait (ABK) spon-
sored the final match of 
the 30th championship of 
HH the Crown Prince 
Football Cup between Al-
Arabi Sports Club and 
Al-Salmiya Sports Club. 
The event took place on 
February 6 at Jaber Al-
Ahmad International 
Stadium under the 
patronage and presence 
of HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, which 
concluded with the victory of Al-Arabi Sports Club. 

Commenting on this occasion, Sager Albenali, 
Acting Chief Communications Officer at ABK, said, 
“We would like to take this opportunity to congrat-
ulate Al-Arabi Sports Club for winning the champi-
onship. We are pleased to participate in this event 
as the platinum sponsor for the second consecutive 
year which reflects ABK’s continuous cooperation 
with the Kuwait Football Association and reinforces 

the Bank’s role in supporting social responsibility.”  
Albenali continued, “We are keen to partake in 

various official sport-related activities across the 
country to promote and develop the culture of 
sports and fitness. The sponsorship of this event, 
along with others, stems from ABK’s pioneering role 
in encouraging local activities and national talents.” 

Albenali concluded that promoting sports with-

in the community enhances cooperation among 
society and encourages people, especially the 
youth, to follow a healthy lifestyle and engage in 
activities that have a greater overall societal 
impact. ABK once again affirms its commitment to 
corporate social responsibility and endeavors to 
be an active contributor towards the elevation of 
sports across Kuwait. 

Australia battle 
India in their  
spin backyard 

 
NAGPUR: India will host Australia in their spin-
friendly backyard over four highly anticipated Tests 
starting Thursday, with Steve Smith saying winning the 
crunch series would be “bigger than the Ashes”. 
Australia have struggled to overcome conditions in 
India, with their last series win there coming in 2004 
while their opponents have claimed the past three 
encounters, including twice down under. 

Smith admitted that India is “a difficult place to win 
a Test match, let alone a series.” “If we are able to top-
ple that mountain, that would be huge. I think if we can 
win in India, that would be bigger than an Ashes 
series,” he said ahead of the first Test in Nagpur. The 
visitors are reeling from a spate of injuries - including 
to key pace-bowlers Mitchell Starc and Josh 
Hazlewood - while the hosts are at near full strength. 

Ravindra Jadeja has returned from injury to spear-
head the spin department alongside Ravichandran 
Ashwin while star batter Virat Kohli is back in imperi-
ous form. Australian captain Pat Cummins, who will 
lead his side’s pace attack, said fast bowling could 
play a big part on India’s notoriously spin-friendly 
wickets. “I think, coming here to India, a lot of the 
talk is around big spinning wickets, mainly fast (-
moving) Test matches, but it’s not always the case,” 
said Cummins. 

“You need to get into the grind at times, and that 
role as a fast bowler might be bowling plenty of overs 
for not a heap of reward but doing a job for the 
team.” With Starc out for the first Test and Hazlewood 
and all-rounder Cameron Green in doubt for the 
entire series, Scott Boland, playing in his first over-
seas Test, will be called upon to open the bowling 
alongside Cummins. Nathan Lyon, who has claimed 
34 wickets in seven Tests on Indian soil, will lead the 
spin charge. But the key battles for Cummins’ side 
could be with the bat. 

 
Jadeja ‘blessed’ 

Smith was imperious during the last tour of India, 
scoring three centuries including a brilliant 178 in 

Ranchi. But opener David Warner struggled, crossing 
50 on just one occasion as Australia lost the series 2-1. 
On this occasion, Warner will open alongside Usman 
Khawaja, whose comfort against the turning ball and 
rich-vein of form could prove crucial. Australia will 
look to Khawaja and top-order stalwarts Smith, 
Warner and Marnus Labuschagne to maintain their 
strong form and nullify India’s bowlers. 

A draw in any of the four Tests will be enough to 
secure world number one Australia a place in the ICC 
World Test Championship final at The Oval in June. 
Second-placed India, led by Rohit Sharma, need to win 
at least 3-0 to assure themselves of a spot for the sec-
ond time running. Jadeja, a left-arm spinner and an 
attacking lower-order batsman, said he felt “blessed” 
after returning from his career-threatening knee injury. 

“(I am) very excited and (it) feels really great that 
after more than five months, I am wearing an Indian 
jersey,” Jadeja told bcci.tv. Jadeja has a knack of pick-
ing wickets on Indian turners and along with Ashwin 
and most likely Axar Patel will form a lethal spin trio. 
Star batsman Kohli has scored three one-day interna-
tional centuries in his past four innings to overcome an 
extended batting slump and will be desperate for a 
first Test ton since November 2019. —AFP 

Pakistan hope to put  
women’s cricket on  
map at T20 WCup 

 
KARACHI: Pakistan captain Bismah Maroof says the 
Twenty20 World Cup is a “big opportunity to show-
case our talent” and boost recognition of women’s 
cricket in the country. The 31-year-old all-rounder will 
spearhead a Pakistan team which has never been 
beyond the first round in seven previous appearances 
at the tournament. 

Speaking to AFP by telephone from South Africa 
where the World Cup gets underway on Friday, 
Maroof said: “There were times when no one or very 
few people would know that the Pakistan women’s 
cricket team exists. “With more matches and live cov-
erage we have earned recognition and respect.” 
Pakistan’s women will need to vastly improve on past 
World Cup performances if they are to make an impact 

at the 10-team tournament. 
They have won only seven of their 28 World Cup 

matches to date, although two were against India, in 
2012 and 2016. Maroof and her team-mates will be 
chasing a third victory over their arch-rivals when the 
two sides clash in Cape Town on February 12 to kick 
off their campaigns. After taking up cricket as a 16-
year-old, Lahore-born Maroof has seen first-hand how 
women’s cricket in Pakistan has developed over more 
than a decade. 

But she knows also that plenty of work remains. “I 
hope it’ll keep getting better and we’ll be getting as 
the facilities and recognition as the other top teams 
do,” she said. “That is the key to improvement.” 
Pakistan are ranked seventh in the world, meaning 
they will have to over-perform if they are to make it 
past the first round at the World Cup for the first 
t ime. At last year’s Commonwealth Games in 
Birmingham, Pakistan finished bottom of their group, 
behind T20 world champions Australia, India and 
Barbados, losing all three games. 

They will be missing star pace bowler Diana Baig 
for the World Cup after she fractured a finger in a 
comprehensive 101-run one-day defeat to Australia 

last month. But in Fatima Sana, 21, they have a bowling 
all-rounder who won the International Cricket 
Council’s emerging women’s cricketer award last year. 
The title may well be beyond them, but Maroof says 
that the World Cup is “another big opportunity for us 
to showcase our talent. “So I just want my team to play 
positive cricket and give their best.” —AFP

Sager Albenali

Pakistan’s Bismah Maroof

Australia’s Twenty20  
captain Finch retires  

 
MELBOURNE: Australian men’s Twenty20 captain 
Aaron Finch retired from international cricket on 
Tuesday, ending his 12-year career as one of the most 
prolific run scorers in limited-overs formats. A destruc-
tive opening batter at his peak, Finch’s position had 
been under a cloud since Australia failed to make the 
knockout stage of last year’s T20 World Cup at home. 

It was not immediately clear who would replace 

the Victoria-born batter, who has captained the team 
in 76 of the 103 T20s he has played since debuting 
against England in 2011. “Realizing that I won’t be 
playing on until the next T20 World Cup in 2024, now 
is the right moment to step down and give the team 
time to plan and build towards that event,” he told 
reporters at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. “To be 
able to represent Australia for 12 years and play with 
and against some of the greatest players of all time 
has been an incredible honor.” 

The 36-year-old was in 2018 crowned the best T20 
batter in the game, and captained Australia to their 
maiden T20 World Cup victory in Dubai in 2021. Only 

five players have scored more runs than Finch in T20 
internationals. Finch retired as Australia’s one-day skip-
per last September, replaced by 29-year-old fast bowler 
Pat Cummins.  

Cummins also leads Australia’s Test squad, but 
selectors may be reluctant to add the T20 captaincy to 
his workload. Finch said winning the T20 World Cup 
and the ODI World Cup in 2015 were the two cricket 
memories he would “cherish the most”. He holds the 
record for the highest score in a T20 international - 
172 runs off 76 balls against Zimbabwe in 2018. He also 
hit the third-highest T20 international score - 156 
against England in 2013. —AFP 
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MIAMI: It is the biggest week in the American sports cal-
endar culminating in the biggest game of the year, but for 
those getting ready for battle in Sunday’s Super Bowl, the 
first test is keeping their eyes on the prize. The Philadelphia 
Eagles and the Kansas City Chiefs started Super Bowl 
week at their team hotels in Arizona on Monday repeating 
the same message - avoid the distractions. 

And there is plenty to avoid. It starts with ‘Opening 
Night’ when the players from both teams are presented to 
the media in a televised three-hour marathon of interviews. 
Then all through the week, there are corporate events, 
more press conferences, more television interviews and a 
whole host of parties thrown by various sponsors with 
celebrity guest lists. 

“I pretty much think it’s going to be a circus, to be hon-
est with you,” said Eagles wide receiver AJ Brown. “So 
much going on, you’ve just got to lock in and keep the main 
thing, the main thing. We’re going out there to get ready 
for a football game. I’ve told my marketing people, who ask 
me to do this, to do that, I’m like, ‘No. I’m there to play 
football,’” he added. With the country’s media descending 
on Phoenix, coaches are keen for their players to make 
sure they avoid any negative storylines, as well as steer 
clear of any incidents at all the events. 

In between all the other commitments, the teams still 
have to practice, train, watch film of their opponents and 
fine tune their game plan. Chiefs quarterback Patrick 

Mahomes has been to two Super Bowls, winning at the 
end of the 2019 season. He knows the build-up is unique 
but has to be kept secondary. “The Super Bowl week is 
special - it’s a special week - but it’s not about being 
down there the week of the Super Bowl, it’s about win-
ning the game,” he said. 

“I want guys to keep that at the front of mind. Enjoy it - 
enjoy the whole, entire week - but make sure you’re pre-
pared to go out there and play your best football as well,” 
he said. His coach Andy Reid, who is at his fourth Super 
Bowl, including a 2004 loss with Sunday’s opponents 
Philadelphia, made sure to use last week to get his team 
prepared before the razzmatazz begins. Reid said he and 
his staff worked on the bulk of the game plan last week in 
Kansas City well ahead of their flight and made sure their 
set-up in Arizona is geared to performance work. 

“Each coach will have an office that they can focus in. 
Players will have meeting rooms, so they can focus when 
they are in there,” Reid said. Eagles coach Nick Sirianni 
said he has repeated the mantra “eliminate the distrac-
tions” to his team. “It will be hard... know your distrac-
tions is the first thing, try to eliminate them as much as 
you can with what is going on, that will be the message,” 
he said. The message has certainly got through to Brown. 
“I’m going to chill when I can, and then focus. We’re there 
to win the game, to keep the main thing, the main thing,” 
he said. —AFP

Eagles and Chiefs vow to  
avoid Super Bowl ‘circus’

The biggest week in the American sports calendar

 

Club WCup gives  
Madrid respite  

 
BARCELONA: Real Madrid head to Morocco in 
search of their fifth Club World Cup trophy, a welcome 
distraction from crisis talk after falling eight points 
behind rivals Barcelona in La Liga on Sunday. Carlo 
Ancelotti’s side were beaten 1-0 at Real Mallorca in a 
frustrating game which dented their bid to retain the 
Spanish league title, but they can earn their second 
piece of silverware of the season this week. Madrid 
lifted the European Super Cup in August, beating 
German side Eintracht Frankfurt, but were damaged 
by defeat against rivals Barcelona in the Spanish 
Super Cup final in January. 

The record four-time Club World Cup champions 
face Egyptian side Al Ahly, runners-up in the African 
Champions League, on Wednesday in the second 
semi-final. In the first, on Tuesday, Brazil’s Flamengo, 
2022 Copa Libertadores winners, play Saudi Arabian 
side Al-Hilal, holders of the Asian Champions League 
trophy. Real Madrid won a La Liga and Champions 
League double last season but have struggled to hit 
the same heights this year. 

French striker Karim Benzema, the current Ballon 
d’Or holder, has been set back by frequent injuries and 
is a doubt for the semi-final, while several other squad 
members have also been sidelined. The latest is goal-
keeper Thibaut Courtois, not fit to face Al Ahly after a 
thigh problem, but holding onto a faint hope of return 
for a prospective final on Saturday. Ferland Mendy, 
Eder Militao, Eden Hazard and Lucas Vazquez are set 
to miss the tournament entirely. Ukrainian goalkeeper 
Andriy Lunin stepped in for Courtois against Mallorca 
and said the team had to focus on their new challenge 
in Morocco. 

“It’s Real Madrid and we always come back,” said 
Lunin. “We’ve got the Club World Cup coming up and 
we have to be ready for it. “We can’t spend too much 
time thinking about defeat. We have to study our mis-
takes and move on.” Madrid will also be happy to 
escape for a few days to get away from the circus 
around winger Vinicius Junior. The Brazilian forward 
feels targeted by opponents, fouled 10 times against 
Mallorca, and involved in a confrontation with defend-
er Antonio Raillo. 

Vinicius has also been the victim of racist abuse on 
multiple occasions this season from opposition sup-
porters, including during Madrid’s defeat last weekend, 
a matter being investigated by La Liga. In Rabat, where 
Los Blancos face Al Ahly, Madrid will relish playing in 
front of an audience more interested in enjoying 
Vinicius’ quality rather than haranguing the 22-year-
old. “This affects La Liga but now we have to think 
about the Club World Cup,” said Ancelotti on Sunday. 
“We’re going with a lot of hope, with difficulties too, 
but we will manage it in the best way we can.” Despite 
a refreshing change of scenery, the extra matches are 
a double-edged sword for Madrid. Ancelotti has com-
plained about Madrid’s intense calendar, blaming 
tiredness for some of his team’s injury issues. “We 
won’t throw away a competition, because this club 
does not throw away competitions,” Ancelotti said last 
week. “We are excited to play and the players like it, 
but there’s a limit for everything and I think that right 
now, with this calendar, we’re going over it.” —AFP 

Leeds manager  
Marsch sacked  

 
LONDON: Jesse Marsch was sacked as Leeds manager 
on Monday after the American failed to halt the struggling 
club’s slide towards the Premier League relegation zone. 
Leeds’ 1-0 loss at Nottingham Forest on Sunday left them 
just one place above the bottom three after seven league 
games without a win. “Leeds United can confirm head 
coach Jesse Marsch has been relieved of his duties,” the 
club said in a statement. 

Leeds last won a match in the Premier League on 
November 5, a dismal run that prompted fans to call for 
Marsch to be sacked after the Forest defeat. They got their 
wish just 24 hours later, with the 49-year-old relieved of 
his duties after only a year in charge at Elland Road. “Jesse 
joined the club in February 2022 and was instrumental in 
keeping the club in the Premier League on the final day of 
last season,” the statement said. 

It added: “The process of appointing a new head coach 
is under way.” Marsch, who was hired on a three-year 
contract to replace the sacked Marcelo Bielsa, departs 
with his 17th-placed side out of the relegation zone only 
on goal difference. The appointment of Marsch at Elland 
Road was greeted with scepticism, with some arguing the 

American’s lack of Premier League pedigree made his 
appointment a gamble. He had previously managed New 
York Red Bulls, Red Bull Salzburg and RB Leipzig. 

Leeds were 16th when Marsch arrived in February 
2022 and he eventually saved them from relegation with 
victory at Brentford on the last day of the season. But they 
have failed to progress after that dramatic escape, winning 
just four times in 20 Premier League games this season 
and suffering 10 defeats as fan frustration mounted. 
Marsch was hampered by the sales of star players Kalvin 
Phillips and Raphinha before the start of the current cam-
paign. 

 
Bamford injury  

He also had to deal with an injury to star striker Patrick 
Bamford and failed to solve his team’s defensive weak-
nesses. But Marsch was backed by Leeds owner Andrea 
Radrizzani in the January transfer window, with Georginio 
Rutter, Weston McKennie, Diogo Monteiro and Max 
Woeber added to the squad. 

The recent appointment of fellow American Chris 
Armas as Marsch’s assistant coach was also seen as a 
show of support for the beleaguered boss. Speaking after 
the Forest loss, Marsch said he took “full responsibility” for 
the club’s plight. But Leeds CEO Angus Kinnear and 
sporting director Victor Orta have acted by removing 
Marsch in a desperate bid to stop Leeds crashing into the 
Championship. 

Former Aston Villa boss Steven Gerrard, West Brom 
manager Carlos Corberan and ex-Tottenham coach 
Mauricio Pochettino have all been linked with the Leeds 
job. Corberan was part of Bielsa’s backroom staff at Elland 
Road and has impressed with his work at second-tier 
West Brom this season after taking Huddersfield to the 
Championship play-offs last term. Leeds’ decision to axe 
Marsch came at the start of a crucial week featuring back-
to-back fixtures against arch-rivals Manchester United. 
They travel to Old Trafford on Wednesday and host Erik 
ten Hag’s team on Sunday. —AFP

Rose wins Pebble  
Beach Pro-Am, ends  
four-year drought 

 
SAN FRANCISCO: Justin Rose captured his first title in 
four years on Monday, making three morning birdies after 
a back-nine restart to win the US PGA Tour’s Pebble 
Beach Pro-Am. Rose made long birdie putts at the 11th 
and 13th holes and birdied 14 - all in response to birdies by 
his closest rivals-to secure the triumph. Former world 
number one Rose grabbed his 11th career PGA victory and 
his first since 2019 at Torrey Pines, another California 
oceanside course. “Time flies by, doesn’t it?” Rose said. 
“It’s amazing how long it has been. “Sometimes you just do 
need a result. You can believe you’re making progress but 
there’s nothing like lifting some hardware to give you that 
peace of mind and that little bit of confidence.” 

The 42-year-old Englishman finished on 18-under par 

269 after going three-under on Monday to complete a 
final round of six-under par 66. “This is just a moment to 
say thanks to people who believe in me than probably 
more than I do,” Rose said. “My team have been incredi-
ble. My family at home... this one is for you guys. “What a 
place to win a tournament... waves crashing up. It was just 
an epic scene. It makes me emotional almost to win here at 
Pebble.” 

Rose closed with four pars to become the first 
European champion at the event over the famed Monterey 
Peninsula layout, defeating Americans Brendon Todd and 
Brandon Wu by three strokes with US players Keith 
Mitchell, Peter Malnati and Denny McCarthy another 
stroke adrift. The victory earned Rose berths at the 
Masters in April and PGA Championship in May. “Just had 
an unbelievable week,” Rose said. “Incredible week from 
start to finish with so much happening in my favor.” 

A high wind delay on Saturday had ensured a Monday 
finish, one of many distractions Rose navigated, including 
playing alongside amateurs in earlier rounds, something 
Rose said helped keep him calm. “That’s the beauty of this 
tournament,” Rose said. “There is a lot going on. There are 
the amateurs. There’s the odd bounce on the greens or 

wobbly putts or forecast that doesn’t make sense. There’s a 
lot that can be thrown at you.” Rose, ranked 71st, was on 
15-under par when the final round was halted by darkness 
on Sunday-two strokes ahead of Malnati, McCarthy and 
Todd. —AFP 

S Africa look for home  
comfort after troubled  
World Cup build-up 

 
CAPE TOWN: South Africa will seek to take advantage of 
home conditions in the Women’s T20 World Cup which 
starts on Friday despite a troubled build-up. South Africa 
play Sri Lanka in the opening match at Newlands in Cape 
Town. The hosts will hope to improve on the performances 
of their country’s men’s team who failed to reach the 
knockout stages in the only two global men’s cricket events 
held in South Africa, the 2003 World Cup and 2006 
Champions Trophy. 

South Africa were also under-performing hosts of the 

2005 Women’s World Cup, when they finished seventh out 
of eight teams taking part. Crowds were sparse and media 
exposure was minimal at a time when interest in women’s 
cricket was almost non-existent. The 2023 event will, how-
ever, have a higher profile, with significant pre-publicity 
and live television coverage. 

Controversy over the omission of former captain Dane 
van Niekerk on fitness grounds has been the biggest news 
event of the build-up. All-rounder Sune Luus will continue 
to lead the side, a role she has fulfilled in a caretaker capaci-
ty since 2019 when Van Niekerk suffered the first of a string 
of injuries. “We are used to the conditions, we know what to 
expect from every ground we’re going to be playing on. 
Hopefully we can use that to our advantage,” said Luus. 

Luus made a point of mentioning Marizanne Kapp as one 
of the team’s “standout” players and whose form will be cru-
cial to South Africa’s hopes. Kapp was one of South Africa’s 
stars when they reached the semi-finals of the 50-overs 

World Cup in Australia last year, taking 12 wickets and scor-
ing 203 runs at a strike rate of 92. Kapp is married to Van 
Niekerk and was given compassionate leave from a triangu-
lar tournament final against India last week in order to sup-
port her wife following the World Cup squad announcement. 

Despite Kapp’s absence, South Africa won a low-scor-
ing match but Kapp remains committed to the World Cup 
campaign. She has, though, been outspoken in support of 
Van Niekerk. “It is a massive setback for me, Dane and the 
team that she is not in the World Cup squad,” Kapp told 
the Rapport newspaper at the weekend, adding that Van 
Niekerk’s experience as a player and “magnificent leader” 
would be sorely missed. South Africa’s strength is in fast 
bowling in which Kapp, Shabnim Ismail and Ayabonga 
Khaka form a formidable trio. Nonkululeko Mlaba is an 
improving left-arm spin bowler and Luus has resumed her 
slow leg-spinners after recovering from a finger injury 
which limited her bowling last year. —AFP 

This combination of pictures shows (left) Jalen Hurts #1 of the Philadelphia Eagles and Patrick Mahomes #15 of the 
Kansas City Chiefs. When Patrick Mahomes and Jalen Hurts face off in next week’s Super Bowl it will be the first time that 
two Black quarterbacks have graced the NFL’s title game and the significance is resonating for both players. —AFP

Jesse Marsch

CALIFORNIA: Justin Rose of England celebrates with the tro-
phy on the 18th green after winning during the continuation 
of the final round of the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am at 
Pebble Beach Golf Links on February 06, 2023. —AFP
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Warriors overpower Thunder

SAN FRANCISCO: Jonathan Kuminga #00 of the Golden State Warriors collides with Kenrich Williams #34 of the Oklahoma City Thunder during the fourth quarter at Chase Center on February 06, 2023. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Klay Thompson flirted with breaking 
his own single-game three-pointer record before settling 
for 42 points as the Golden State Warriors routed the 
Oklahoma City Thunder on Monday. Long-range special-
ist Thompson drained 12 shots from outside the arc with a 
vintage exhibition of shooting to power the Warriors to a 
141-114 win. Thompson looked poised to beat his own 
NBA mark of 14 three-pointers in a single game, set in 
October 2018, but came up just short before exiting to a 
standing ovation at the Warriors Chase Center. 

Thompson’s red-hot shooting was part of a stunning 
performance from three-point range by Golden State. 
The Warriors finished with 26 threes from 50 attempts - 
just three shy of the all-time single-game record of 29 set 
by Milwaukee in 2020. Thompson received scoring sup-
port from Jordan Poole (21 points, 12 assists and four 
rebounds) and Andrew Wiggins (18 points) as the 
Warriors shrugged off the injury absence of Steph Curry 
to score a resounding win. 

Afterwards Thompson admitted he was hoping to 
have remained in the game before being withdrawn by 
Warriors coach Steve Kerr late in the fourth quarter. “I 
was campaigning for it - but we’ve got a quick turn-
around with a game on Wednesday,” said Thompson. 

“And I don’t think the basketball gods like it when you 
chase records. Gotta let those happen organically,” he 
added. In Portland, the on-fire Milwaukee Bucks rolled to 
an eighth straight win to move within striking distance of 
Boston at the top of the Eastern Conference. 

Brook Lopez scored 27 points while Giannis 
Antetokounmpo added 24 in a 127-108 Bucks win over 
the Trail Blazers. Damian Lillard led the Portland scoring 
with 28 points. In Detroit, Jayson Tatum’s 34-point haul 
led the way as the Boston Celtics tightened their grip on 
the top spot in the Eastern Conference with a 111-99 win 
over the Pistons. Tatum, who is averaging more than 30 
points per game this season, also added 11 rebounds and 
six assists as the Celtics improved to 38-16 at the top of 
the East. Tatum received scoring support from Derrick 
White with 23 points, while Robert Williams III and Sam 
Hauser each added 15 off the bench as Boston bounced 
back from last Friday’s surprise defeat to Phoenix. 

Boston ace Tatum had struggled in the defeat to 
Phoenix, shooting only 3-for-15 from the field. That poor 
outing looked to be haunting Tatum in the first half 
against Detroit as he made only 3-for-13. But Tatum 
clicked into gear with an 18-point third quarter to guide 
Boston to victory. “I just had to wake up a little bit,” he 

told NBC Sports after the win. “I started off a little slow 
and I just had to get myself going. Because in the first 
half, I was stinking it up.” 

Tatum, meanwhile, was pleased that Boston appeared 
to have bounced back after a recent dip in form that had 
seen them lose four of their previous six games. “We 
haven’t been playing as well as we’d like to lately,” he said. 
“Just had to respond and keep in mind what the goal is 
and keep working towards it.” Elsewhere on Monday, the 
Cleveland Cavaliers made it three consecutive wins in a 
wire-to-wire 114-91 win over the Washington Wizards. 
Cleveland’s balanced offense proved too much for 
Washington, with all of the Cavs’ starters finishing in dou-
ble digits. Jarrett Allen and Darius Garland finished with 
23 points apiece, while Donovan Mitchell scored 21. 

In Brooklyn, meanwhile, Nets guard Cam Thomas 
erupted for 47 points, but it was not enough to prevent 
the home team slumping to a 124-116 defeat to the vis-
iting Los Angeles Clippers. Thomas led the scoring 
with a total that included seven three-pointers, but 
Brooklyn were outgunned by a Clippers team hitting 
form at the right time. Veteran Paul George nailed 29 
points for the Clippers, with Kawhi Leonard adding 24. 
Ivica Zubac chipped in with 19 points and hauled down 

12 rebounds for Los Angeles, who are fourth in the 
Western Conference. 

 
Suns president quits  

In another development, Phoenix Suns president and 
chief executive Jason Rowley has resigned after a report 
into workplace misconduct allegations that led owner 
Robert Sarver to sell the NBA club, ESPN reported 
Monday. Rowley, who began working for the Suns in 
2007 and served as president since 2012, had told 
employees he would not resign after ESPN’s report last 
December on Suns workplace complaints, many of which 
put Rowley at the center of the problem. News of 
Rowley’s departure came as the NBA’s Board of 
Governors approved the sale of the Phoenix Suns and 
women’s NBA Phoenix Mercury to an ownership group 
led by billionaire Mat Ishbia late Monday. 

Suns staff learned about Rowley’s resignation in an 
email from team governor Sam Garvin, according to the 
latest report. “After almost 15 years of hard work and 
dedicated service, Jason felt that the transition in owner-
ship created ideal timing to close this chapter of his pro-
fessional journey and pursue new opportunities,” the 
email reportedly said. — AFP 

NBA Suns president resigns after workplace allegations 

ACCRA: Ghana national player and former 
Newcastle midfielder Christian Atsu has been found 
alive in the rubble of an earthquake that killed more 
than 4,800 people in Turkey and neighboring Syria, 
Ghana’s ambassador to Turkey said Tuesday. Atsu, 
31, joined Turkish Super Lig side Hatayspor in 
September, based in the southern province of Hatay 
near the epicentre of Monday’s massive quake. 

“I have good news coming. I am just getting 
information from the president of the Ghana associ-
ation that Christian Atsu has been found in Hatay,” 
Francisca Ashietey-Odunton told Accra-based 
Asaase Radio, referring to a local Ghanaian commu-
nity association. The envoy gave no further details 
on his condition. Hatayspor official Mustafa Ozat 
told Play Spor streaming channel on Monday that 
Atsu was still in the rubble and was trying to 
escape. Atsu spent five seasons at Newcastle after 
an initial campaign on loan before leaving for Saudi 
Arabia in 2021. 

He won the last of his 60 Ghana national caps 
in September 2019. “We pray for Ghana 
International Christian Atsu and victims of the 

earthquake in Turkey and Syria,” the Ghana 
Football Association said on Twitter. Dozens of 
nations have offered aid since the 7.8-magnitude 
quake struck early on Monday as people were 
sleeping. Freezing weather has hampered emer-
gency efforts. Multi-storey apartment buildings 
full of residents were among the more than 5,600 
structures reduced to rubble in Turkey, while 
Syria announced dozens of collapses.— AFP 

Ghana footballer  
Atsu found alive  
in quake rubble

Ghana’s midfielder Christian Atsu

PARIS: A French Cup trip to bitter rivals Marseille on 
Wednesday is the start of seven days that could define 
this season for Paris Saint-Germain, with a Champions 
League showdown against Bayern Munich approaching. 
The Bundesliga giants visit the French capital for the first 
leg of their Champions League last-16 tie next Tuesday, 
but there will be no easy build-up to that game for PSG. 

Marseille await them in the bear pit of the Velodrome 
for a French Cup last-16 tie as the Parisians aim to 
reclaim a trophy they missed out on last season after 
winning it six times in the previous seven years. Then 
they go to in-form Monaco on Saturday. A match that 
could be one of the biggest obstacles remaining to their 
title bid in Ligue 1. They are eight points clear of nearest 
rivals Marseille and Lens at the top of the table. 

PSG have an excellent Cup record against Marseille, 
winning 10 of the 11 past encounters between the clubs, 
including two finals in the last two decades. Yet while 
Marseille will have a hostile crowd in their favour with 
65,000 fans behind them on Wednesday, PSG’s domestic 
superiority has been questioned in recent weeks. 
Christophe Galtier’s team won just one of their first four 
league matches in 2023 before getting the better of 
Montpellier and Toulouse in recent days. 

They needed a fine Lionel Messi strike to win 2-1 
against the latter on Saturday after losing Kylian 
Mbappe to a thigh injury that will keep him out of the 
Bayern first leg too. Mbappe has risen above Messi and 
Neymar to become comfortably PSG’s most important 
player. His absence at such a key stage of the season is a 
hammer blow. Marco Verratti’s return from suspension 
will at least provide a huge boost in midfield, but PSG’s 
defence has also appeared vulnerable of late and a 
Marseille attack led by Alexis Sanchez could exploit their 
weaknesses. 

 
‘Play for Leo’  

Neymar is back in training after a minor muscle injury 
but Galtier is in no doubt that, without Mbappe, the main 
man is Messi. “I ask the team to play for Leo and to do 
the work for him,” the coach said. “We need to free him 
up from doing certain tasks. His teammates are going to 
have to put in twice as much effort when it comes to 
winning the ball back and in terms of movement so he 
can play the kind of passes in tight spaces that are so 
rare in football these days.” Marseille, who also host PSG 
in the league later this month, had gone 10 games 
unbeaten before losing 3-1 at home to Nice on Sunday. 

It was a disappointing night for Igor Tudor’s team, 
with Vitinha, the Portuguese striker signed from Braga 
for 32 million euros ($34.3m) before the January transfer 
deadline, substituted at half-time on his debut. “We have 
done some really good things since the start of the sea-
son so the fact we have lost one game does not mean 
we will be short of confidence on Wednesday, on the 
contrary,” insisted Marseille midfielder Matteo 
Guendouzi. — AFP 

Messi and PSG 
face a season 
defining week 
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