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News in brief

2,000 driving licenses revoked 
 
KUWAIT: The traffic department at the inte-
rior ministry has asked 2,000 expatriates to 
contact it to hand back their driving licenses 
after they were canceled. “The traffic depart-
ment reviewed the lists of expatriates who 
hold driving licenses, and during the past 
month, 2,000 expatriates were identified who 
no longer meet the conditions for obtaining a 
driving license, which necessitates withdraw-
ing them,” sources told Kuwait Times.

Call for quick govt formation 
 
KUWAIT: Thirty-nine lawmakers issued a 
joint statement on Tuesday calling for speeding 
up the formation of a new Cabinet after the 
government resigned last month. The lawmak-
ers said the constitution states in one of its 
provisions that the new Cabinet after elections 
should be formed within two weeks, and this 
should be taken as a reference for forming the 
government. Speaker Ahmad Al-Saadoun on 
Tuesday adjourned a regular session because 
the government did not attend. The speaker 
told MPs the Cabinet is not coming for 
Wednesday’s session and also for Thursday’s 
special session proposed by MPs to debate 
cheating in exams.  

Turkey-Syria quake toll tops 6,200
Kuwait rushes aid to victims • Crown Prince conveys condolences to Erdogan

SANLIURFA, Turkey: Rescuers in Turkey and 
Syria battled frigid cold Tuesday in a race against 
time to find survivors under buildings flattened by 
an earthquake that killed more than 6,200 people. 
Tremors that inflicted more suffering on a border 
area, already plagued by conflict, left people on the 
streets burning debris to try to stay warm as inter-
national aid began to arrive. 

Relief flights of Kuwait’s humanitarian “air bridge” 
departed Tuesday to Turkey under the directives of 
HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. The launch of the “air bridge” was witnessed 

by the Head of Kuwait Fire Force Lt Gen Khaled Al-
Mekrad and Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait Tuba 
Nur Sonmez, with the participation of the ministry of 
foreign affairs, Kuwait Fire Force, 
Kuwait Red Crescent Society, min-
istry of health and the Kuwaiti army. 
The foreign ministry coordinated the 
launch of the air bridge, while the 
Kuwaiti army took over the responsibility of trans-
porting cadres, machinery and equipment by air. 

Upon instructions of HH the Amir, HH the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 

made a phone call to Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, in which he expressed condo-
lences. HH the Crown Prince also expressed 

Kuwait’s solidarity with Turkey and 
readiness to provide assistance in this 
difficult time. Some extraordinary 
survival tales have emerged, including 
a newborn baby pulled alive from 

rubble in Syria, still tied by her umbilical cord to her 
mother who died in Monday’s quake. “We heard a 
voice while we were digging,” Khalil Al-Suwadi, a 
relative, told AFP. “We cleared the dust and found the 

baby with the umbilical cord (intact) so we cut it and 
my cousin took her to hospital.” The infant is the sole 
survivor of her immediate family, the rest of whom 
were killed in the rebel-held town of Jindayris. 

The 7.8-magnitude quake struck Monday as peo-
ple slept, flattening thousands of structures, trapping 
an unknown number of people and potentially 
impacting millions. Whole rows of buildings col-
lapsed, leaving some of the heaviest devastation near 
the quake’s epicenter between the Turkish cities of 
Gaziantep and Kahramanmaras.  

Continued on Page 6 

(Left) Mesut Hancer holds the hand of his 15-year-old daughter Irmak on Feb 7, 2023, who died in Kahramanmaras, a day after a 7.8-magnitude earthquake struck southeast Turkey. (Right) Head of Kuwait Fire 
Force Lt Gen Khaled Al-Mekrad, Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait Tuba Nur Sonmez and other officials and volunteers attend the launch of an aid “air bridge” in Kuwait on Feb 7, 2023. — AFP/KUNA 

SEE PAGES 3 & 7

KUWAIT: The cast and crew of ‘The Exchange’ pose for a group photo at a red-carpet 
event at Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center on Feb 6, 2023. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Iran army pilots attend the unveiling of Iran’s first underground military base 
for fighter jets in an undisclosed location.  — AFP 

By Ahmad Jabr 
 
KUWAIT: Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural 
Center hosted on Monday a red-carpet 
event for ‘The Exchange’, the first 
Kuwaiti Netflix original series. A star-
studded cast attended a special screen-
ing of the show that has been translated 
into five different languages and comes 
with high potential and anticipation of 
putting Kuwait’s drama in its rightful 
place on the global map. 

The Exchange is a Netflix original 
series conceived and written by celebrity 
TV presenter, actress and activist Nadia 
Ahmad, with Anne and Adam Sobel. The 
cast includes Rawan Mahdi, Mona 
Hussain, Hussain Al-Mahdi, Mohammad 
Al-Mansour, Zahra Al-Kharji, Huda Al-
Khateeb, Faisal Al-Amairi, Jassem Al-
Nabhan, Maryam Salih, Asmahan Tawfiq, 
and Abdullah Bahman. 

Inspired by true events, the show 
explains how two women overcame social 
norms to break into a field such as the 
stock exchange at a time when male dom-
inance was still at a high level in society. 
The Exchange, which premieres exclu-
sively on Netflix on Feb 8, 2023, is pro-
duced by Beyond Dreams and directed by 
Kuwait’s Jassem Al-Muhanna and Egypt’s 
Karim Al-Shenawy. (See Page 13)

‘The Exchange’ 
puts Kuwait 
on global map

TEHRAN: Iran’s army on Tuesday 
unveiled its first underground base for 
fighter jets designed to withstand possi-
ble strikes by US bunker-busting bombs, 
state media reported. The base - named 
Oghab 44 (“Eagle” in Persian) - can 
accommodate “all types of fighter jets 
and bombers, in addition to drones”, the 
official news agency IRNA said, releasing 
images and videos from inside the base. 

The exact location of the base was 
not revealed, but state media said it was 

“at the depth of hundreds of meters 
under the mountains”, and capable of 
withstanding “bombs by strategic US 
bombers”. In May last year, Iran’s army 
revealed an air force base for drones 
under the Zagros mountain range in the 
west of the country. 

State media on Tuesday showed 
Iran’s armed forces chief of staff Major 
General Mohammad Bagheri and the 
army’s commander-in-chief Major 
General Abdolrahim Mousavi at the new 
base. Oghab 44 is “one of numerous tac-
tical underground air bases for the 
army’s air force built in different areas of 
the country in recent years”, IRNA 
reported. It can prepare fighter jets to 
“counter possible offensives” such as 
those practiced by the US and the 
Zionist entity in their recent military drill, 
according to state media. — AFP  

Iran unveils 
underground 
base for jets


