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KUWAIT: Recently, the Ministry of
Finance said it is still hesitating over
implanting the financial raises mentioned in
the proposed laws regarding students’
social allowances, given that it will impose
an additional financial cost on the state
budget in light of the current liquidity
crunch. The National Union of Kuwait
Students denounced the ministry of
finance’s action to reject the proposed
increase in social allowance for students,
especially in light of the continuous
increase in the cost of living, which all
Kuwaiti families suffer from without
exception.

Speaking to Kuwait Times, Aya
Ashkanani, 20, said the KD 200 allowance
the government gives is not enough. “The
allowance does not cover my needs, from
buying books for my classes, stationery
such as notebooks and pens, and trans-
portation to the university. Even the car
needs maintenance and fuel, other than my
personal obligations. I spend most of my
day at the university, so I need to eat and
drink. The subsidy is not enough for my
minimum educational needs, even for basic
books,” she said.

Mariam Al-Dakhil, 22, said that the gov-
ernment must increase the allowance to
KD 300-400. “This allowance goes for
books that have a minimum price of KD 16,
in addition to KD 60 for fuel every month.
I have classes from morning to evening,
meaning that I need breakfast and lunch. I
receive an allowance for books, which is
KD 100, but at the end of the course, not
before. I have to pay car installments,
phone bill and I need the Internet for my
research and studies. We deserve this
increase because student life is expen-
sive,” Dakhil said.

Muhammad Al-Marzouqi, 20, also said
the allowance does not cover all his needs.
“Students have financial obligations, from
petrol expenses, phone bills that may
reach KD 20, and books for each course,”
he said. For Abdulaziz Al-Saleh, 21, the KD
200 only lasts for two weeks. “The subsidy

is not enough, as it only lasts for half a
month. I depend on the family’s expenses
for the rest of the month, although we as
students want to depend on ourselves.”

Asayel Al-Rashidi, 21, affirmed to Kuwait
Times that the allowance should not be less
than KD 300, explaining that female stu-
dents have extra expenses, since they need
an allowance not only for basic needs, but
also for clothing, food and drinks, in addi-
tion to other university requirements. “I
spend on fuel, Internet and study obliga-
tions. For example, I pay more than KD 30
for books per course and KD 18 for my

phone bill. With the increase in prices in
the country at the present time, it is hard
for students to survive only on KD 200,”
Essa Al-Mutoteh said.

Bader Bou Hadi, 25, and Mohsen Al-
Mutairi, 19, agreed that the location of the
universities plays a big role in expenses,
revealing that most students live far away
from the university and they consume a lot
of fuel, calling on the concerned authority
to review its positions regarding the
demands of improving the lives of citizens
in general and supporting the educational
process of students.
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah on Tuesday received Minister of State for Municipal Affairs
Abdulaziz Walid Al-Mojel accompanied by the Secretary-General of the
Arab Towns Organization (ATO), Eng Abdulrahman Al-Asfour on the occa-
sion of assuming his new position. — KUNA
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No nomination
yet for Gulf’s
EU post 
BRUSSELS: The necessary proce-
dure for the appointment of the first
EU Special Representative for the
Gulf has not been completed as yet,
an EU spokesperson said on Tuesday.
“There is no nomination yet. There is
nothing new to report. The procedure
has not been completed as yet,” lead
EU spokesperson for foreign affairs
and security policy, Peter Stano, told a
news conference in Brussels. “There
was never a time set for the
announcement (of the nomination).
The necessary procedure has not
been completed as yet. It is still ongo-
ing,” he added. 

Meanwhile, the Council of the
European Union has announced the
extension of the mandate of Sven
Koopmans, EU Special Representative
for the Middle East Peace Process, for
two years, until 28 February 2025.
Koopmans, a Dutch diplomat, was
appointed on 1 May 2021, said a

Council statement. 
In a related development, Terhi

Hakala had her mandate as EUSR for
Central Asia extended for two years,
until 28 February 2025. The Finnish
diplomat was appointed on 1 July
2021. Eamon Gilmore had his mandate
as EUSR for Human Rights extended
for one year, until 29 February 2024.
The Irish diplomat was first appointed
on 1 March 2019. 

The EU Special Representatives
(EUSRs) are proposed by the High
Representative to promote the EU’s
policies and interests in specific
regions and countries, and provide
the EU with an active political pres-
ence in those areas. Currently, nine
EUSRs support the work of the High
Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy,
Josep Borrell. 

These include the three special
representatives mentioned above, as
well as the EUSRs in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Kosovo, and for the
Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue and other
Western Balkans regional issues, as
well as for the Sahel, the Horn of
Africa, and for the South Caucasus
and the crisis in Georgia, noted the
statement. — KUNA

Why more people 
are investing in 
themselves
By Ghadeer Ghloum 

KUWAIT: Like many of his peers,
Abdullah Hasan is going to university for a
better future. But while people head
towards investing in gold, stocks, com-
modities, cryptocurrencies and others to
accumulate wealth, Hasan believes that
investing in building skills outside universi-
ty is a better option that opens up lots of
new opportunities and improves his cre-
ativity at multiple fields. 

“In addition to studying at college, I am
working at a part time job and learning
German in an institute because almost
everyone has bachelor’s degree nowadays.
Therefore, I have to secure myself by learn-
ing things that help me stand out and thrive
in the long run.” Learning skills that go
beyond what’s acquired through formal
education could be a way to achieve inde-
pendence and improve one’s standard of life.
Unlike buying stocks, where the risk of los-
ing is always there, investing in oneself not
affected by political and economic condi-
tions. This makes it the way of life for many.

Hawra’a Ibrahim, a theatre trainer at
The LOYAC Academy of Performing Arts,
said investing in oneself not only improves
people’s professional life but also the way
they view themselves. “Theatre, for
instance, gives space for each individual to
discover their capabilities at different lev-
els, such as: their voice levels, body lan-
guage and letting their imagination run
wild.”  Children are also becoming part of
this direction as parents move towards

helping their kids invest in themselves from
a young age. “Acquiring new knowledge
does not stop at one age group. It helps
activate an individual’s mind, encourages
thinking outside the box and raises their
self-esteem,” said Ibrahim.

Om Ritaj is helping her daughter invest
in her future by giving her space to grow
and explore her talents. “Developing new
skills gives my child confidence, intro-
duces her to multiple cultures and sets her
foot on new experiences. This develops
her thinking skills and teaches her team-
work, which I believe is the best invest-
ment for my child’s future that will give
her strength, independence, and leader-
ship in whatever field she wishes to work,”
she told Kuwait Times. 

She said her daughter’s growth helps
improve her common sense and allows her
to create a healthy social life. It also nur-
tures her daughter’s sense of responsibili-
ty, which goes hand in hand with academ-
ic success, she added. “On the contrary of
those who think that additional skills will

affect their academic progress, it will
actually improve it because learning
something new breaks the child out of
their routine.  This teaches them to allo-
cate time for studying and have a specific
schedule for their day.”

Abdullah Hasan

Ujairi center to
launch app for
solar power
KUWAIT: Al-Ujairi center director
Yousef Al-Ujairi has announced that
the center is working on launching a
smart phone application in coopera-
tion with a Swiss company to benefit
from solar power in generating power
for houses, farms and chalets as an
alternative energy, so as to protect
the environment. 

Al-Ujairi told KUNA, “the applica-
tion will help in providing service for
citizens who are planning to transform
and move to sustainable energy -
especially since the geographical
location of Kuwait is exceptional with
regard to the angle of sun rays
throughout the year. The data that the
application will provide, will guide
users to the best locations when plac-
ing the solar panels - and in the right
direction.” 

“Moreover, it will also support
maps and dust levels as well as speci-
fying their locations throughout the

year. Users will receive recommenda-
tions in preserving the mechanisms
for generating power correctly,” he
clarified. The Swiss company has
studied Kuwait’s geographical loca-
tion as well as the amount of dust that
it endures and the sun path. “The
application will provide all these data
with the location that the user speci-
fies - which in turn, will provide them
with the best locations and the best
way to manage their solar project,” he
added. — KUNA
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Gulf official urges
cooperation on 
health programs 
KUWAIT: Secretary-General of the
Gulf Federation for Cancer Control Dr
Khaled Al-Saleh said Tuesday it is
essential for both public and private
sectors to work together to ensure
successful significant health aware-
ness programs to serve the Gulf soci-
ety. Addressing the final ceremony of
the 8th version of the Gulf Week for
raising awareness of cancer held
under the auspices of Minister of
Health Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi. 

He said this year’s slogan “Our Gulf
is Aware” has been realized thanks to
joint efforts exerted in Kuwait and
other Gulf countries where many rele-
vant activities coincided with this

annual Gulf event. The successive
studies, conduced over the past seven
years, unequivocally reflected much
progress in health awareness about
cancer, with cancer risk awareness
rates having surged from 20 percent
to 65 percent, while cancer recovery
misconceptions dwindled to 47 per-
cent at present from 87 percent pre-
viously, he remarked. 

He commended these figures as
reflecting the rising Gulf health
awareness of cancer diseases at the
level of all the six Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) member countries. For
her part, Dr Hessa Al-Shaheen, presi-
dent of the executive committee of the
event, said the committee had worked
out an integrated and distinguished
program for this year, featuring 40
various activities in scientific, techni-
cal and sports domains. She spoke
highly of cancer survivors as being a
considerable part of the Gulf cancer
awareness system. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah, alongside Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Abdulaziz Al-Mojel, held
talks on Tuesday with Chinese Ambassador Zhang Jianwei, focusing on bilateral relations. The talks come two months after a Sino-
Gulf Arab summit in the Saudi capital Riyadh, as part of efforts to improve ties across numerous fields, chiefly, economic and trade
cooperation, in addition to ongoing Chinese contributions towards development projects in Kuwait. —KUNA

Hawra’a Ibrahim is pictured during the training session. 


