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News in brief

Social Affairs Ministry allows 
quake donation campaigns 

KUWAIT: The Social Affairs Ministry has
agreed to all requests presented by 20 charity
organizations to hold donation campaigns to aid
those affected by the earthquake that hit Turkey
and Syria. The ministry also agreed on all chari-
ty organizations that have requested to run
online campaigns according to the rules and
regulations of charity organizations. It con-
firmed that in implementation of the Cabinet’s
decision to organize donation campaigns,
approval is granted to anyone who comes for-
ward to collect donations, whether from chari-
table societies, charitable work committees,
welfare associations, civil society institutions or
the private sector.

Kuwait oil price down 
to $79.36 per barrel 

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil fell by
$1.37 to $79.36 per barrel on Monday, down
from $80.73 last Friday, said Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) Tuesday. The Brent crude
and West Texas Intermediate both went up by
$1.05 and 72 cents pb respectively, settling
each at $80.99 and $74.11 pb. Meanwhile, BP
slid into a net loss last year after its exit from
Russia following Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine,
the British energy giant announced Tuesday,
despite the surge in oil prices. The company
posted annual losses after tax totaling $2.5 bil-
lion, compared with net profit of $7.6 billion in
2021. Excluding the exceptional hit, profit more
than doubled to $27.7 billion on soaring oil and
gas prices - mirroring huge 2022 earnings by
BP’s rivals. Oil and gas prices soared last year
after the attack by major energy producer
Russia on neighboring Ukraine triggered mas-
sive supply constraints. — Agencies 

Ministry allows jewelry 
companies to sell old gold 

KUWAIT: According to instructions of
Commerce and Industry Minister Mazen Al-
Nahedh, Undersecretary Mohammed Al-Enezi
made a decision to allow gold and jewelry com-
panies to sell pieces minted a long time ago. The
decision comes with conditions, including
recording the amount of precious metals, obtain-
ing an appointment for reminting, documenting
all sales with the data of the purchaser and dis-
playing a clear sign in the shop with the date of
reminting. According to the decision, May 30 will
be the last day to sell such gold pieces.

Commerce Industry 
dismisses 15 expats

KUWAIT: Commerce and Industry Ministry
Undersecretary Mohammed Al-Enezi issued on
Tuesday a decision to dismiss 15 expatriate
workers at the ministry, following up on the
instructions of Minister Mazen Al-Nahedh to
completely incorporate the ministry’s policy of
Kuwaitization in the workforce.  “Decisions were
issued to dismiss expatriate workers including
typists, accountants and legal researchers dis-
tributed across international commerce depart-
ments, legal affairs, technical support sector,
planning sector, supervision sector, consumer
protection sector, financial affairs as well as the
companies and commercial license sector,”
sources revealed to Kuwait Times.  “The deci-
sion will be implemented on June 29, as the peri-
od from now until then will be a cautionary peri-
od. The commerce ministry is considered one of
the most Kuwaitized ministries and closely
adheres to the Cabinet’s Kuwaitization policies,
as from around 4,000 employees, only 70 are
non-Kuwaitis,” the sources said.

By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: After a massive earthquake hit south-
eastern Turkey and northwestern Syria, Kuwait Red
Crescent Society launched its initial airlift to the
affected areas on the orders of HH the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. “In coopera-
tion with Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross
Organization, Kuwait Red Crescent Society is deliv-
ering aid to both affected countries, Turkey and
Syria,” Dr Musaed Al-Enezi told Kuwait Times.

KRCS has already gathered medical equipment
to support Turkish victims, Deputy Chairman of
Kuwait Red Crescent Society Anwar Al-Hasawi said
in a press release. He also said two aid flights have
been dispatched and two others will be sent on
Thursday. Each plane carries tons of medical equip-
ment in response to the Turkish Red Crescent
Society’s requests. It also carries volunteers from
KRCS who are responsible for distributing medical
equipment to the victims of the earthquake.

The volunteers have been trained on first aid and
are prepared for emergency cases. He also said
KRCS is collaborating with the Turkish Red
Crescent Society, besides other humanitarian organ-
izations that are specialized in this field. Hasawi said

there will be arrangements with the Turkish Red
Crescent Society in order to distribute the supplies
by fire forces to the victims. In addition to the airlift,
KRCS has prepared a campaign for donations that
can be done online or personally at KRCS location.
KRCS always takes part in supporting victims either
by organizing donation campaigns or through our
partners and the local donators in Kuwait, he said.

With regards to Syria, Hasawi said KRCS agreed
with Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross

Organization, which includes more than 20 national
societies, to deliver supplies to victims in Syria
donated from Kuwait. A bank donated KD
1,000,000, in addition to other companies and
locals who participated in the donation campaign.

He also praised the foreign ministry for helping
KRCS by providing airplanes and contacting
Kuwait’s embassies, the ministry of defense for pro-
viding military aircraft, and the ministry of health for
providing medical support.

Dr Musaed Al-Enezi Anwar Al-Hasawi 

Kuwait Red Crescent Society 
sends aid to quake victims 

Volunteers trained on first aid, emergency cases

Arab Fund concludes 
fourth stage of Gaza 
renovations project 
RAMALLAH: Palest inian Charitable
Organization for development and rel ief on
Tuesday finalized its 4th stage of home renova-
tions project in Gaza with the help of the Arab

Fund banks’ financial institution for Economic
and Social Development. Head of the organization
Musab Tanboura said in a statement, “the home
renovations project for the marginalized families
comes under the organization’s initiatives to
strengthen their relief and humanitarian services”
in order to better serve the Palestinians. 

He also added, more than 300 houses have
been renovated pointing that the revamping of
marginalized homes in addition to identifying
the needs of homes in all governorates in the
Gaza Strip. Tanboura also noted the impressive

efforts of Arab Fund Chairman of Board of
Directors Badr Al-Saad and Samir Jarad the
Fund’s Economic Adviser and their initiatives in
supporting the Palestinians and all operating
institutions. 

He also presented thanks to His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and both government and nations for their gener-
ous efforts and donations to help fund such a
project. While also calling on the relief institution-
al society to uphold these efforts in bettering the
living standards of the families in Gaza. —KUNA

More than 300 houses have been renovated. Arab Fund concludes fourth stage of Gaza renovations project — KUNA photos

Volunteer society 
urges support for 
cancer patients 
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Women Volunteer Society
(KWVS) has stressed the importance of positive
support for cancer patients and their families by
providing the best healthcare and exceptional
treatment services, as well as raising awareness
related to all types of cancers through social and
media activities. Member of the administrative
council and secretary of the society Dr Mona Al-
Qattan said during a lecture tit led “Positive
Support for Cancer Patients”, part of the GCC
week for cancer awareness the association is keen
to play its outreach role by holding many seminars
and events that are in the areas of awareness and
positive support for patients.

“The aim of these activities is to raise awareness
of the symptoms and signs of cancer and the impor-
tance of early detection of this disease, in addition
to raising awareness of the importance of adhering
to cancer prevention factors and adopting a healthy
lifestyle, as well as its impact on saving the lives of
many individuals. The society conveys a supportive
awareness message aimed at contributing to raising
the level of preventive medical services provided to
patients, providing them with basic needs and striv-
ing to educate society about the disease in order to
limit the causes of its spread,” she said.

“A cancer patient goes through a series of
changes in all aspects of their life, such as the
social, emotional, physical and psychological
aspects. These problems may lead to several
behavioral disorders, such as the desire to stay
away from family and friends, feeling of difficulty in
making decisions, difficulty in enjoying life, inability
to continue work, as well as mood swings such as
anxiety, depression and distress,” Dr Qattan added.

“Psychological and social support helps cancer
patients deal with psychological stress and reduce
the levels of depression, anxiety as well as symp-
toms associated with the disease, such as the dete-
rioration of their self-image and self-confidence.
Therefore, cancer patients need external support
from family, the psychiatrist and everyone in the
patient’s circle to help encourage them during

treatment,” she added.
Psychology consultant Asmaa Abu Ali spoke

about ways of informing cancer patients or their
loved ones that they have the disease and to give
the patient time to understand their situation with-
out leaving them alone. “Approximately 35 percent
of patients suffer from psychological pressure that
leads them to depression, especially in the early
stages of the disease, as a result of the feeling of
helplessness and the inability to predict what is
coming. Therefore, it is important at this stage to
provide moral and psychological support to the
patient,” Abu Ali said. 

“Talking to people who have lived or are expe-
riencing cancer is useful in giving the patient a
sense of reassurance and comfort. This kind of
support can be obtained through several methods,
including groups available on social networking
sites or through support groups available in the
local community. After the diagnosis of cancer and
during the stages of treatment, it is important for
the patient to open up to others and talk to them
as they deem appropriate. It may be useful to talk
to several people from family, friends, co-workers
or neighbors, as each of them can play a role in
supporting the patient and meeting their emotional
needs,” she said.

“Psychological stress is an obstacle to the
process of recovering from bitterness, so it is
important to search for any possible ways to
reduce the pressures of daily life. Therefore, help
can be sought from family and friends in preparing
meals, doing housework or taking leave from
work,” Abu Ali added.

Assembly sessions 
not nullified in govt 
absence: Expert 
KUWAIT: Constitutional expert Muhammed Al-
Faili said article 116 of the constitution does not
technically nullify National Assembly sessions if
the government is absent, and that the current
norm of adjourning the session was started by
late MP Othman Khalil in 1964, who believed the

session must be adjourned because the govern-
ment is not participating.

“His opinion could have been based on the
basis that not enabling a member to attend
invalidates the meeting because it is similar to
not inviting them to attend the meeting, which is
a valid opinion. The simplest way to clarify the
basis of the opinion is to rely on the operative
part of article 116, even if it does not determine
the penalty resulting from the violation. What
helped this is its rationality, which is an impor-
tant part of the oversight aspect of jurisdiction,
which assumes that at least one member of the
government must be present,” Faili explained.

“Moreover, resorting to it was for a few cases
and for a very short period as there was an
informal agreement. However, its prolonged use
opened the door to re-examination of texts,” he
added. “Giving legal value to this has led to the
emergence of a tool in dealing between the gov-
ernment and the parliament that violates the
constitutionally drawn mechanisms. In conclu-
sion, little of this was useful from a practical
point of view and was politically acceptable,
even if its scientific basis was not sound, but its
excessive use revealed the seriousness of its
side effects and its technical unsoundness,” he
concluded.

KUWAIT: First relief flight of Kuwait’s humanitarian ‘Air Bridge’ departs to Turkey. — KUNA


