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Qatar names new coach 
 
DOHA: Qatar on Monday named the much-trav-
elled Carlos Queiroz as new national coach to take 
charge of the campaign to forget a disastrous 
World Cup showing. The Portuguese, who will be 
70 on March 1, has been to the World Cup four 
times, three with Iran where he was in charge for 
nearly a decade in two different spells. Queiroz 
takes over from Spaniard Felix Sanchez, whose 
contract was not renewed after Qatar lost all three 
of their group matches when they hosted the 
World Cup in November-December. Queiroz left 
Iran after the team also failed to get past the group 
stage. “Official: Carlos Queiroz is the new head 
coach for Al-Annabi,” the Qatar Football 
Association said on Twitter, using the national 
team’s nickname. “We wish the Portuguese coach 
all the best with our national team.” Growing spec-
ulation had linked Queiroz to the Qatar post after 
he said on his Instagram account last week that he 
was starting “a new journey” and thanked Iran fans 
for their “loyal” support. —AFP  
 
 

Wigan dent Blackburn hopes 
 
LONDON: Wigan held Blackburn 0-0 on 
Monday at Ewood Park to stop Rovers from mov-
ing into the play-off places in the English 
Championship. A win would have sent the 1995 
Premier League winners above West Brom and 
Watford to fifth place in the hunt for promotion. 
“We knew it was going to be a tough game, Wigan 
are fighting for their lives,” Rovers coach Jon Dahl 
Tomasson told Sky Sports. “I’m disappointed we 
didn’t win the game. We’re not favorites to go up, 
we can always dream to stay up there,” the former 
Denmark attacker added. Rovers had the best 
chances of the first period with Chile attacker Ben 
Brereton Diaz and Wales winger Sorba Thomas on 
his club debut threatening Ben Amos in the visi-
tors’ goal. With 25 minutes to play Wigan thought 
they had broken the deadlock but their effort was 
disallowed after a foul from right-back Martin 
Kelly. It was the hosts who dominated the final 
moments and were denied a penalty in the 97th 
minute after left-back Harry Pickering was felled in 
the Athletic box. —AFP  
 
 

Strugglers Hoffenheim fire coach 
 
BERLIN: Hoffenheim said Monday they had fired 
coach Andre Breitenreiter after a string of poor 
performances left them languishing in 14th place in 
the Bundesliga. After a good start to the season, 
Hoffenheim have struggled in recent months and 
last won a match in October when they beat 
Schalke, who currently sit bottom in 18th. With just 
19 points, they have lost five games at home this 
season. In Breitenreiter’s last match, his side were 
beaten 5-2 away at Bochum, bringing the hosts 
level on points with Hoffenheim. Breitenreiter’s 
contract had been due to run until June next year. 
The 49-year-old joined the Bundesliga club at the 
start of the season from Zurich. —AFP  
 
 

Irving joins Mavericks  
 
NEW YORK: Kyrie Irving was welcomed to the 
NBA’s Dallas Mavericks on Monday as the Texas 
team and the Brooklyn Nets confirmed their block-
buster trade deal. Days after the controversial guard 
requested a move before Thursday’s NBA trade 
deadline, both clubs tweeted confirmation of the 
transfer following team physicals. The Mavericks 
tweeted “Welcome to Dallas” messages to Irving 
and Markieff Morris, who came over from the Nets 
in exchange for Spencer Dinwiddie and Dorian 
Finney-Smith, who received a similar social media 
greeting from Brooklyn. The Nets also reportedly 
received a future first-round NBA Draft pick and 
two second-round selections in the deal. The Los 
Angeles Lakers, Phoenix Suns and Los Angeles 
Clippers were among several clubs linked to Irving 
after his request to be moved went public, report-
edly after failing to agree on terms for a long-term 
contract extension. Dinwiddie returns to Brooklyn, 
where he played for five seasons before a knee lig-
ament injury early in the 2020-21 campaign. —AFP  
 
 

NBA, union extend deadline  
 
NEW YORK: The NBA and its players union 
announced Monday they have extended the early 
opt-out contract deadline on their current deal 
from Wednesday to March 31 as talks on a new 
agreement continue. The ongoing seven-year col-
lective bargaining agreement between the league 
and the National Basketball Players Association 
expires after the 2023-24 season. But if either the 
NBA or the union decided to opt out, the deal 
would end on June 30 after the current campaign. 
That means trades, free agency and other league 
business would shut down with a lockout by own-
ers likely and there would be a risk of missing 
regular-season games starting next October. But 
negotiations were going well enough that the 
NBA and union pushed back an earlier December 
15 deadline to February 8 to avoid the risk of opt-
out issues. A major reason for optimism, ESPN 
reported, has been NBA willingness to soften an 
original desire for a hard upper-level spending 
limit on team payrolls rather than a luxury tax 
system. —AFP 

Chanderpaul hits unbeaten double  
century as West Indies dominate

Tagenarine Chanderpaul sets a new Windies record
BULAWAYO: Tagenarine Chanderpaul made an 
unbeaten double century after setting a new West 
Indies record of 336 for the first wicket with 
Kraigg Brathwaite on Monday before the tourists 
declared at 447-6 in the f irst  Test against 
Zimbabwe. The opening stand at the Queens 
Sports Club in the southwestern city of Bulawayo 
surpassed the 298-run partnership shared by 
Gordon Greenidge and Desmond Haynes against 
England in 1990. 

Zimbabwe were 114-3 in reply at stumps on 
the third day - 333 runs behind-with Innocent 
Kaia, one of five Test newcomers in the team, 
unbeaten on 59 having struck nine fours. The 
final delivery of the day saw one skipper dismiss 
another as Brathwaite clean bowled Craig Ervine 
for 13 with a deceptively quick ball. Brathwaite 
made 182 before being trapped leg before while 
Chanderpaul, the son of former West Indies skip-
per Shivnarine, finished on 207 not out after hit-
ting a six to reach a double ton in only his third 
Test outing. 

It is the ninth highest opening Test partnership, 

a long way short of the overall record of 415 
added by South Africa’s Graeme Smith and Neil 
McKenzie against Bangladesh in Chattogram in 
2008. Both batsmen began day three with hun-
dreds under their belts as West Indies resumed on 
221 without loss after two rain-affected days. The 
scoring rate had been under two and half until that 
point but Brathwaite, 116 not out overnight, imme-
diately set about the attack with the run rate early 
on standing at five per over.  

Brathwaite clattered his way to 182 before being 
trapped by spinner Wellington Masakadza. The 
captain misread the length and tried to sweep a 
full-length delivery on off stump, ending an innings 
which spanned 312 balls and included 18 fours. It 
was a welcome return to form for Brathwaite, who 
made only 19 and three against Australia in his last 
Test, two months ago in Adelaide. 

It was small reward for the Zimbabwe bowlers 
who had toiled 114 overs before making the 
breakthrough. They were rewarded with a sec-
ond wicket before lunch when Kyle Mayers was 
bowled through the gate for 20 by leg-spinner 

Brandon Mavuta, who went on to take five wick-
ets at a cost of 140 runs. But the wicket that 
eluded him and four other Zimbabwean bowlers 
was that of Chanderpaul who, picking up the 
tempo from a sluggish first two days, struck 
three sixes and 16 fours before West Indies 
declared soon after lunch. —AFP

West Indies batsman Tagenarine Chanderpaul

ABK the ‘Platinum  
Sponsor’ of Crown  
Prince Cup match  

 
KUWAIT: Al Ahli Bank 
of Kuwait (ABK) spon-
sored the final match of 
the 30th championship of 
HH the Crown Prince 
Football Cup between Al-
Arabi Sports Club and 
Al-Salmiya Sports Club. 
The event took place on 
February 6 at Jaber Al-
Ahmad International 
Stadium under the 
patronage and presence 
of HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, which 
concluded with the victory of Al-Arabi Sports Club. 

Commenting on this occasion, Sager Albenali, 
Acting Chief Communications Officer at ABK, said, 
“We would like to take this opportunity to congrat-
ulate Al-Arabi Sports Club for winning the champi-
onship. We are pleased to participate in this event 
as the platinum sponsor for the second consecutive 
year which reflects ABK’s continuous cooperation 
with the Kuwait Football Association and reinforces 

the Bank’s role in supporting social responsibility.”  
Albenali continued, “We are keen to partake in 

various official sport-related activities across the 
country to promote and develop the culture of 
sports and fitness. The sponsorship of this event, 
along with others, stems from ABK’s pioneering role 
in encouraging local activities and national talents.” 

Albenali concluded that promoting sports with-

in the community enhances cooperation among 
society and encourages people, especially the 
youth, to follow a healthy lifestyle and engage in 
activities that have a greater overall societal 
impact. ABK once again affirms its commitment to 
corporate social responsibility and endeavors to 
be an active contributor towards the elevation of 
sports across Kuwait. 

Australia battle 
India in their  
spin backyard 

 
NAGPUR: India will host Australia in their spin-
friendly backyard over four highly anticipated Tests 
starting Thursday, with Steve Smith saying winning the 
crunch series would be “bigger than the Ashes”. 
Australia have struggled to overcome conditions in 
India, with their last series win there coming in 2004 
while their opponents have claimed the past three 
encounters, including twice down under. 

Smith admitted that India is “a difficult place to win 
a Test match, let alone a series.” “If we are able to top-
ple that mountain, that would be huge. I think if we can 
win in India, that would be bigger than an Ashes 
series,” he said ahead of the first Test in Nagpur. The 
visitors are reeling from a spate of injuries - including 
to key pace-bowlers Mitchell Starc and Josh 
Hazlewood - while the hosts are at near full strength. 

Ravindra Jadeja has returned from injury to spear-
head the spin department alongside Ravichandran 
Ashwin while star batter Virat Kohli is back in imperi-
ous form. Australian captain Pat Cummins, who will 
lead his side’s pace attack, said fast bowling could 
play a big part on India’s notoriously spin-friendly 
wickets. “I think, coming here to India, a lot of the 
talk is around big spinning wickets, mainly fast (-
moving) Test matches, but it’s not always the case,” 
said Cummins. 

“You need to get into the grind at times, and that 
role as a fast bowler might be bowling plenty of overs 
for not a heap of reward but doing a job for the 
team.” With Starc out for the first Test and Hazlewood 
and all-rounder Cameron Green in doubt for the 
entire series, Scott Boland, playing in his first over-
seas Test, will be called upon to open the bowling 
alongside Cummins. Nathan Lyon, who has claimed 
34 wickets in seven Tests on Indian soil, will lead the 
spin charge. But the key battles for Cummins’ side 
could be with the bat. 

 
Jadeja ‘blessed’ 

Smith was imperious during the last tour of India, 
scoring three centuries including a brilliant 178 in 

Ranchi. But opener David Warner struggled, crossing 
50 on just one occasion as Australia lost the series 2-1. 
On this occasion, Warner will open alongside Usman 
Khawaja, whose comfort against the turning ball and 
rich-vein of form could prove crucial. Australia will 
look to Khawaja and top-order stalwarts Smith, 
Warner and Marnus Labuschagne to maintain their 
strong form and nullify India’s bowlers. 

A draw in any of the four Tests will be enough to 
secure world number one Australia a place in the ICC 
World Test Championship final at The Oval in June. 
Second-placed India, led by Rohit Sharma, need to win 
at least 3-0 to assure themselves of a spot for the sec-
ond time running. Jadeja, a left-arm spinner and an 
attacking lower-order batsman, said he felt “blessed” 
after returning from his career-threatening knee injury. 

“(I am) very excited and (it) feels really great that 
after more than five months, I am wearing an Indian 
jersey,” Jadeja told bcci.tv. Jadeja has a knack of pick-
ing wickets on Indian turners and along with Ashwin 
and most likely Axar Patel will form a lethal spin trio. 
Star batsman Kohli has scored three one-day interna-
tional centuries in his past four innings to overcome an 
extended batting slump and will be desperate for a 
first Test ton since November 2019. —AFP 

Pakistan hope to put  
women’s cricket on  
map at T20 WCup 

 
KARACHI: Pakistan captain Bismah Maroof says the 
Twenty20 World Cup is a “big opportunity to show-
case our talent” and boost recognition of women’s 
cricket in the country. The 31-year-old all-rounder will 
spearhead a Pakistan team which has never been 
beyond the first round in seven previous appearances 
at the tournament. 

Speaking to AFP by telephone from South Africa 
where the World Cup gets underway on Friday, 
Maroof said: “There were times when no one or very 
few people would know that the Pakistan women’s 
cricket team exists. “With more matches and live cov-
erage we have earned recognition and respect.” 
Pakistan’s women will need to vastly improve on past 
World Cup performances if they are to make an impact 

at the 10-team tournament. 
They have won only seven of their 28 World Cup 

matches to date, although two were against India, in 
2012 and 2016. Maroof and her team-mates will be 
chasing a third victory over their arch-rivals when the 
two sides clash in Cape Town on February 12 to kick 
off their campaigns. After taking up cricket as a 16-
year-old, Lahore-born Maroof has seen first-hand how 
women’s cricket in Pakistan has developed over more 
than a decade. 

But she knows also that plenty of work remains. “I 
hope it’ll keep getting better and we’ll be getting as 
the facilities and recognition as the other top teams 
do,” she said. “That is the key to improvement.” 
Pakistan are ranked seventh in the world, meaning 
they will have to over-perform if they are to make it 
past the first round at the World Cup for the first 
t ime. At last year’s Commonwealth Games in 
Birmingham, Pakistan finished bottom of their group, 
behind T20 world champions Australia, India and 
Barbados, losing all three games. 

They will be missing star pace bowler Diana Baig 
for the World Cup after she fractured a finger in a 
comprehensive 101-run one-day defeat to Australia 

last month. But in Fatima Sana, 21, they have a bowling 
all-rounder who won the International Cricket 
Council’s emerging women’s cricketer award last year. 
The title may well be beyond them, but Maroof says 
that the World Cup is “another big opportunity for us 
to showcase our talent. “So I just want my team to play 
positive cricket and give their best.” —AFP

Sager Albenali

Pakistan’s Bismah Maroof

Australia’s Twenty20  
captain Finch retires  

 
MELBOURNE: Australian men’s Twenty20 captain 
Aaron Finch retired from international cricket on 
Tuesday, ending his 12-year career as one of the most 
prolific run scorers in limited-overs formats. A destruc-
tive opening batter at his peak, Finch’s position had 
been under a cloud since Australia failed to make the 
knockout stage of last year’s T20 World Cup at home. 

It was not immediately clear who would replace 

the Victoria-born batter, who has captained the team 
in 76 of the 103 T20s he has played since debuting 
against England in 2011. “Realizing that I won’t be 
playing on until the next T20 World Cup in 2024, now 
is the right moment to step down and give the team 
time to plan and build towards that event,” he told 
reporters at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. “To be 
able to represent Australia for 12 years and play with 
and against some of the greatest players of all time 
has been an incredible honor.” 

The 36-year-old was in 2018 crowned the best T20 
batter in the game, and captained Australia to their 
maiden T20 World Cup victory in Dubai in 2021. Only 

five players have scored more runs than Finch in T20 
internationals. Finch retired as Australia’s one-day skip-
per last September, replaced by 29-year-old fast bowler 
Pat Cummins.  

Cummins also leads Australia’s Test squad, but 
selectors may be reluctant to add the T20 captaincy to 
his workload. Finch said winning the T20 World Cup 
and the ODI World Cup in 2015 were the two cricket 
memories he would “cherish the most”. He holds the 
record for the highest score in a T20 international - 
172 runs off 76 balls against Zimbabwe in 2018. He also 
hit the third-highest T20 international score - 156 
against England in 2013. —AFP 


