
The First English Daily in the Arabian Gulf
Established 1961 

ISSUE NO: 18960 
16 PagES, 150 FIlS

Rajab 18, 1444 aH 
THURSDaY, FEbRUaRY 9, 2023

From farm to fork: Nuwair Market 
promotes local produce, farmers

Zelensky asks allies for 
fighter jets on UK visit4 Third edition of Kuwait Int’l 

Technology Expo kicks off11 ‘King’ James breaks NBA 
all-time points-scoring record165

Manila suspends deployment 
of first-time helpers to Kuwait

No plan for total ban • Labor office union chief says move to affect families 
By Khaled Al-Abdulhadi 
 
KUWAIT: The Philippines Department of Migrant 
Workers (DMW) has temporarily suspended the 
deployment of first-time applicants for jobs in 
Kuwait amid ongoing discussions to ensure the 
safety and welfare of overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs) following the brutal death of domestic 
worker Jullebee Ranara last month. The decision, 
effective as of Wednesday, Feb 8, only covers con-
tracts of Kuwait-bound first-time domestic workers. 

“The applications of first-time migrant workers, 
specifically for household services in Kuwait, shall 
be deferred until after significant reforms have been 
made and more safeguards are in place for their 
protection and welfare,” DMW Secretary Susan 
Ople said. Ople, however, explained that a total 
deployment ban is not being considered since it 
would affect around 260,000 Filipinos, around 
195,000 of them household service workers, cur-
rently in Kuwait. 

The charred remains of Ranara, 35, were dis-
covered in the Salmi desert last month. It was 
reported she was pregnant and had been subject-
ed to blunt-force trauma. The 17-year-old son of 
her employer has been arrested by police on mur-
der charges. The Philippine Embassy in Kuwait 
said it is still awaiting official confirmation of the 
ban from Manila. It is also monitoring the judicial 
process in Kuwait, adding it will respect any deci-
sion that will be taken. 

Meanwhile, the Head of Kuwait Union of 
Domestic Labor Offices Khaled Al-Dakhnan told 
Kuwait Times the ban on deployment of Filipino 
domestic helpers will affect local families. “The 
decision came after the recent murder of the 
Filipina worker. While only the murderer is respon-
sible for this horrific act, innocent people - who are 
the majority in Kuwait - have sadly been affected 
by the murder which they did not commit. We 
should not generalize to include innocent people 
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MANILA: Relatives of Jullebee Ranara, a domestic helper who was killed in Kuwait, grieve during her 
funeral at a cemetery in Las Pinas, Metro Manila on Feb 5, 2023. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah 
signs a book of condolences as Turkish Ambassador Tuba Nur Sonmez 
looks on on Feb 8, 2023. — KUNA  

WASHINGTON: US Vice President Kamala Harris and US Speaker of the House 
Kevin McCarthy listen as US President Joe Biden delivers the State of the 
Union address in the House Chamber of the US Capitol on Feb 7, 2023. — AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Salem Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah 
called his Turkish counterpart Mevlut 
Cavusoglu on Wednesday to reiterate, 
on behalf of Kuwait’s political leader-
ship, government and people, sincere 
condolences to the government and 
people of sisterly Turkey over the vic-
tims of the recent earthquake. He 
prayed to Almighty Allah to lodge the 
deceased in Paradise and grant the 
wounded a quick recovery. 

The conversation also dealt with 
the instructions of HH the Amir Sheikh 

Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
regarding the dispatching of urgent 
assistance, including medical and 
security teams, to Turkey. The Turkish 
foreign minister conveyed the regards 
of Turkish leaders to Kuwaiti leaders, 
government and people, expressing 
gratitude for the disaster relief. 
Cavusoglu appreciated the launch of 
a lifeline for airlifting humanitarian aid 
from Kuwait, saying these assistances 
materialize the deep-rooted friend-
ship and cooperation between both 
nations and Kuwait’s distinctive 
humanitarian role around the globe. 

In a message he inscribed in the 
condolence book at the Turkish 
Embassy, Sheikh Salem expressed 
deep sorrow and sincere solace on 
this grave calamity.  

Continued on Page 6 

Kuwait condoles 
Turkey as quake 
toll hits 11,700

Microsoft sees 
‘new day’ in war 
over AI search 

 
REDMOND, Washington: Microsoft’s long-
struggling Bing search engine will integrate the 
powerful capabilities of language-based artifi-
cial intelligence, CEO Satya Nadella said on 
Tuesday, declaring what he called a new era for 
online search. “It’s a new day for search... The 
race starts today,” Nadella said at a launch 
event, marking the start of what Microsoft 
hopes will be an unprecedented challenge to 
Google’s two-decade dominance of the search 
engine market, using the technology created by 
the developers of AI bot ChatGPT. 

“This technology is going to reshape pretty 
much every software category,” Nadella added 
at the event at Microsoft’s Redmond, 
Washington, headquarters. ChatGPT has 
sparked a gold rush in artificial intelligence 
technology (AI) with more than 100 million 
users testing the bot’s capabilities, receiving 
essays, speeches, or law exam results within 
seconds to the consternation of educators and 
school authorities worried about cheating. 

Microsoft hopes that beefing up Bing with 
ChatGPT-like qualities will radically update 
online search by providing ready-made 
answers using multiple sources instead of the 
familiar list of links to outside websites. In its 
new format, Bing would review results from 
across the web and summarize them instead of 
merely presenting a list of links that the user 
must click and choose from. 

“We applied the AI model to our core 
search ranking engine, and we saw the largest 
jump in relevance in two decades,” said Yusuf 
Mehdi, a Microsoft vice president. On more 
complex searches, like planning a trip or buy-
ing a TV, an interactive chat mode would 
appear, asking for details on what is being 
requested.  
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WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden hit the road Wednesday with trips 
to the election battlegrounds of 
Wisconsin and Florida, after a barn-
storming State of the Union speech rein-
forcing expectations that the 80-year-
old will seek a second term. Biden hasn’t 
announced a reelection bid yet and giv-
en his age, many - even from his own 
party - feel he should step aside in 2024. 

But his Tuesday night address to 

Congress and tens of millions of televi-
sion viewers laid out what amounted to 
a campaign platform, which he will now 
pursue in DeForest, Wisconsin, with a 
speech on the economy, before heading 
Thursday to the increasingly Republican 
stronghold of Florida. Standing before a 
packed chamber on Capitol Hill, Biden 
appeared to be energized as he deliv-
ered a carefully focused message aimed 
at what he called “forgotten” working 
class voters and everyday issues like the 
price of healthcare. 

Casting himself as a centrist in an era 
where partisan politics has become 
something of a bloodsport, his sunny 
optimism, complete with jokes  
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Biden hits road 
after fiery State 
of Union speech

Sailors recover a high-altitude surveillance balloon 
off the coast of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, in the 
Atlantic Ocean on Feb 5, 2023.  — AFP  

WASHINGTON: The United States on Wednesday 
said it has been in touch with allies over a global “fleet” 
of Chinese espionage balloons similar to the one shot 
down last week by the US Air Force. “These balloons 
are all part of a (Chinese)... fleet of balloons developed 

to conduct surveillance operations,” White House 
Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters 
aboard Air Force One. “Over the past several years, 
Chinese balloons have previously been spotted all over 
countries across five continents,” she said. “We have 
been in touch with allies and partners on this issue.” 

A huge white balloon carrying sophisticated equip-
ment traversed the continental United States last week 
before President Joe Biden ordered the military to 
shoot it down just off the east coast in the Atlantic. 
China insists that the balloon was merely conducting 
weather research but the Pentagon described it as a 
high-tech spying operation. 
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China balloons 
seen over five 
continents: US


