
LOS ANGELES: As LeBron James adds to his amazing legacy by 
becoming the NBA’s career scoring leader, the debate resumes over 
whether he or Michael Jordan is the NBA’s all-time greatest player. Los 
Angeles Lakers forward James, in his 20th NBA campaign at age 38, over-
took fellow legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar for the all-time league scoring 
crown on Tuesday. “To be in the company with such a prominent dominant 
force as Kareem was, it’s an honor,” James told ESPN before breaking the 
record. Retired icon Jordan ranks fifth on the all-time NBA points list with 
32,292 in 1,072 games for a record average of 30.1 points a game. James 
was at about 27.2 with superior assist and rebound averages. 

“Air” Jordan also was a winner and Most Valuable Player in all six of his 
NBA Finals appearances with the Chicago Bulls in the 1990s. He was a 
five-time season MVP and 10-time scoring champion. James has won four 
titles in 10 NBA Finals appearances, eight in a row from 2011-2018. He was 
a four-time finals MVP and four-time season MVP and won his only sea-
son scoring crown in 2008. Both captured two Olympic gold medals and 
each starred in “Space Jam” movies, becoming cultural icons with epic 
endorsement deals. 

Like Jordan, James was a high-leaping, acrobatic, amazing playmaker in 
his younger days who adjusted his game to remain dangerous and raise 
the level of his teammates. “We can enjoy one without tearing down one,” 
the late Kobe Bryant tweeted about the Jordan-James debate in 2018. 
“Don’t debate what can’t be definitively won by anyone.” Only two players 
have more trips to the finals than James - Boston legend Bill Russell with a 
record 12 and his 1960s dynasty teammate Sam Jones at 11. James and six-
time NBA champion Abdul-Jabbar each reached 10 finals. 

“When you talk about just a basketball player, a complete basketball 
player, LeBron James is a much better basketball player than Michael 
Jordan,” former Detroit guard Isiah Thomas told ESPN in 2018. “What 
I’m witnessing is LeBron James... dominating this period of time. I 
haven’t seen anyone else do that in our league, with the exception of 
two people and that’s Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bill Russell.” While 
Russell and Abdul-Jabbar were giants who dominated inside the paint, 
Jordan and James were playmakers who could threaten to dominate 
from anywhere on the court. 

Former NBA All-Star guard Gary Payton resisted picking among 
superstars from different times. “I don’t compare them,” he said. “You’ve 
got two players who dominated their eras. Michael won six. So what? 
Eight straight finals is really good.” NBA legend Dominique Wilkins said 
James has a mental edge similar to Jordan’s ability to turn any perceived 
slight into motivation. “LeBron always had a size and agility advantage 
over players but also the mentality,” Wilkins said. “He basically said, ‘I can 
do whatever I want and whenever I want to do it’ throughout his career.” 

Patrick Mahomes, the Kansas City Chiefs quarterback chasing his sec-
ond Super Bowl crown on Sunday, was raised on classic Jordan games 

thanks to his father and gave a divided answer to 
the Jordan-James debate. “If I had one game, I 
would take Michael Jordan or one series,” 
Mahomes told Fox Sports. “But I would say for a 
full entire season, I’ve got to go with LeBron 
because he can do a little bit of everything.”  

San Antonio Spurs coach Gregg Popovich 
says high regard for fitness has enabled James to 
have the longevity to make history. “LeBron has 
taken care of himself so well and he has been 
able to play a bundle of games for a lot of 
years,” Popovich said. “His commitment to the 
game and to what he has to do has allowed 
him to be in this position.” 

Golden State Warriors coach Steve Kerr, 
a former championship teammate of 
Jordan, says James gets better with age. 
“It’s pretty remarkable when you’ve got 
a guy who is already considered one of 
the top few players ever to play the 
game can make that much improvement late 
in his career,” Kerr said. James is the only play-
er to average a triple-double in an NBA Finals 
and to lead both finals teams in points, assists, rebounds, steals and 
blocks. “You’ve got to give him a lot of respect,” Warriors star Klay 
Thompson said of James. “It’s an honor to face LeBron. He’s a once-in-
a-generation type player.” — AFP  
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LeBron eclipses Abdul-Jabbar as most prolific scorer in NBA history
LOS ANGELES: LeBron James finally eclipsed 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar as the most prolific scorer in 
NBA history on Tuesday, breaking a 39-year record 
that many throughout basketball believed would 
never be beaten. The Los Angeles Lakers star, play-
ing in his 20th season in the NBA, passed Abdul-
Jabbar’s longstanding total of 38,387 points after 
nailing a 21-foot shot late in the third quarter against 
the Oklahoma City Thunder. James flung his arms 
aloft in relief as the Crypto.com Arena erupted in 
wild celebration at his new record of 38,388 points. 

Abdul-Jabbar, sitting courtside, was among the 
first to congratulate James as play was interrupted 
to salute an iconic moment in NBA history. “To be 
able to be in the presence of a legend and great as 
Kareem it means so much to me,” James told the 
crowd before thanking family, friends and fans. 
“Everybody that’s ever been part of this run with 
me these last 20 years, I just want to say I thank you 
so much because I wouldn’t be me without all your 
help, all your passion and all your sacrifices to help 
me get to this point.” 

James signed off his on-court address with an 
F-bomb, seemingly lost for words after one of the 
signature moments of his glittering career. James, 
who eventually finished the game with 38 points 
on the night for a career haul of 38,390, said after-
wards he expected to continue playing for at least 
two more seasons. “I know I can play a couple 
more years - it’s all about my mind,” James said. “If 
my mind is still into it, if I’m still motivated to go 
out and try to compete for championships, I feel 
like I can still do that.” 

Chasing history 
After a dazzling season that has seen him aver-

age 30 points per game in a struggling Lakers out-
fit, James went into Tuesday’s clash with Oklahoma 

City needing 36 points to surpass Abdul-Jabbar. 
The 38-year-old took his time before surging 
towards his magic number, missing his first two 
attempts before finally nailing a three-pointer mid-
way through the first quarter to get off the mark. 

The four-time NBA champion would go on to 
score eight points in the opening quarter, leaving 
him 28 short as the second quarter got under way. 
James upped the pace in the second quarter with 12 
quick points before being subbed off with 5:34 left 
in the half, 16 points away from the record by half-
time. A pair of back-to-back three-pointers midway 
through the third quarter left him just eight points 
away from the record, with 28 on the night, before a 
driving layup put him within six. 

Two more layups left him two points away before 
he duly converted his long-range effort to seal the 
record. James had been at pains to dampen antici-
pation surrounding his record chase this season, 
insisting that his priority remained helping the 
Lakers become a competitive outfit once more. 
However, in the build up to Tuesday he was more 
expansive when discussing the record, saying beat-
ing Abdul-Jabbar’s mark was comparable to break-
ing baseball’s all-time home run record. 

 
‘Untouchable’ record 

“I think it’s one of the greatest records in sports 
in general,” James said. “I think it’s up there with the 
home run record in baseball. It’s one of those 
records that you just don’t ever see or think that 
would be broken.” Many in the NBA agreed, believ-
ing that Abdul-Jabbar’s record was untouchable. “I 
think most of us back then thought that record 
would never be broken,” Golden State coach Steve 
Kerr said of Abdul-Jabbar’s record last weekend.  

“So to see LeBron do it over 20 years is pretty 

remarkable and a testament to not only his ability 
but his durability. “He’s just a machine. He’s healthy 
and a physical force night after night.” Tyronn Lue, 
James’s former coach at the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
believes the scoring record is the crowning achieve-
ment of his glittering career. “This has to be No 1, 
seeing how long Kareem has held this record (since 
1984). I know LeBron has his championships and 
MVPs. But to be the all-time leading scorer in NBA his-
tory, considering all the great players that have come 
through this game? That’s a big-time accomplishment,” 
Lue told NBA.com. James, meanwhile, declined to be 

drawn on whether his scoring record meant he 
should now be considered the greatest bas-

ketball player in history. “I’ll let every-
body else decide who that is,” he 

told Lakers great Shaquille 
O’Neal on TNT television. 

“But it’s great barber 
shop talk.” — AFP  

‘King’ James breaks record

Jordan-LeBron  
debate revived

Photo shows LeBron James and Michael Jordan. As LeBron James adds 
to his amazing legacy by becoming the NBA’s career scoring leader, the 
debate resumes over whether he or Michael Jordan is the NBA’s all-
time greatest player. 

LOS ANGELES: A look at the seven players 
who have held the NBA’s scoring record after 
Los Angeles Lakers superstar LeBron James 
moved to the top of the all-time list: 

 
LeBron James, 38,388 points 

Dubbed “The Chosen One” while still in high 
school, James has methodically improved every 
aspect of his game over his 20 seasons in the 
NBA working to make himself “unguardable.” 
“I’ve evolved into where I do what I want to do 
on the floor,” he said in January after joining 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar as the only players to 
score more than 38,000 points. “I take the shot 
that I want to take.” A four-time NBA champion, 
four-time MVP and four-time Finals MVP, 
James, at 38, continues to be a dominant force 
in the league. 

As his pursuit of the all-time scoring record 
heated up, James poured in 48 points in a 140-
132 Lakers victory over the Houston Rockets on 
January 16, and became the oldest player in 
NBA history to post a 20-point triple-double 
when he delivered 28 points, 10 rebounds and 11 
assists in a Lakers overtime victory over the 
New York Knicks on January 31. He’s the only 
active player in the top 10 on the NBA’s all-time 
scoring list, with Brooklyn’s Kevin Durant the 
closest to him among current players with 
26,684 career points. 

 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, 38,387 points 

Abdul-Jabbar soared over opponents for 20 

seasons, his signature sky hook just one of the 
weapons that propelled him to six NBA titles, six 
MVP awards and 19 All-Star selections. A stand-
out at the University of California, Los Angeles, 
Abdul-Jabbar quickly made his mark in the 
NBA, averaging 28.8 points per game his rookie 
season, 31.7 the next and 34.87 in his third. He 
moved atop the all-time scoring list on April 5, 
1984 and would add almost 7,000 more points 
to his tally before retiring-building a career total 
that remained out of the reach of later greats 
including Michael Jordan and Kobe Bryant. 

 
Wilt Chamberlain, 31,419 points 

Chamberlain entered the NBA in 1959 and 
quickly established himself an offensive jugger-
naut. His individual scoring feats include his 
fabled 100-point game and his 50.4 points per 
game average for the Philadelphia Warriors in 
the 1961-62 season. In fact, Chamberlain deliv-
ered 113 games of 50 points or more, leading the 
league in scoring seven times and amassing two 
championships and four MVP awards. He moved 
to the top of the all-time scoring list on February 
14, 1966 — during a 41-point performance for 
the Philadelphia 76ers against the Detroit 
Pistons. He would own the record for 18 years. 

 
Bob Pettit, 20,880 points 

Pettit, the second pick in the 1954 draft, led 
the St. Louis Hawks to the NBA title against 
Boston in 1958, scoring 50 points in a champi-
onship clinching 110-109 victory in game six. A 
two-time NBA MVP and two-time scoring 
champion, Pettit averaged more than 20 points 
per game in each of his 11 seasons. That includ-
ed 31.1 points per game in 1961-62. 

 
Dolph Schayes, 18,438 points 

Schayes won the NBA title with the Syracuse 
Nationals in 1955, launching a string of six 

straight seasons in which he averaged more 
than 20 points per game. In addition to his scor-
ing touch-and 84.9% free-throw shooting over 
the course of his 15-year career-Schayes led the 
NBA in games played four times and minutes 
played twice. He became the league’s all-time 
leading scorer in 1958, moving past Mikan dur-
ing a blowout victory over the Detroit Pistons. 

 
George Mikan, 10,156 points 

Mikan, who won five BAA/NBA titles from 
1949-54, was a prolific scorer from the time he 
jumped from the National Basketball League for 
the 1948-49 campaign. He averaged 23.1 points 
per game over six plus seasons, winning the 
NBA scoring title in 1949, 1950 and 1951. He and 
Joe Fulks traded places atop the all-time scoring 
list in 1952 before Mikan supplanted Fulks for 
good on November 8 of that year. Mikan, who 
was inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame in 
1959, became the first commissioner of the 
American Basketball Association in 1967, a rival 
league that would merge with the NBA in 1976. 

 
Joe Fulks, 8,003 points 

Fulks won the scoring title with an average 
of 23.2 points per game in the Basketball 
Association of America’s inaugural season, 
helping the Philadelphia Warriors to the 1947 
championship. The BAA would merge with the 
National Basketball League in 1949 to form the 
NBA, and Fulks, a power forward and pioneer 
of the modern jump shot, would finish his eight-
year career having set the single-game scoring 
record on four different occasions. The first was 
a 37-point performance on December 3, 1946 
and for fourth was a 63-point outburst against 
the Indianapolis Jets in February 1949 that 
would stand as the most points scored in an 
NBA game until Elgin Baylor scored 64 points 
in a 1959 contest. — AFP  
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