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UN-Habitat launches greening 
campaign at Abdaliya reserve 

Biden, Lula vow to defend 
democracy in Americas 3 EY seminar explores latest trends  

shaping Kuwait’s tax landscape 8 Leaders Arsenal held, Spurs 
thrashed, Chelsea frustrated 165

Kuwait opens hearts and wallets

Women weave warm clothing at Sadu House. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat Kuwait Red Crescent Society sends 42 tons of medical supplies. —  KUNA  People donate relief supplies. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh 

KUWAIT: Kuwait launched a 12-hour “Kuwait by 
Your Side” campaign to help people affected by the 
earthquake in Syria and Turkey on Saturday, with a 
livestream on Kuwait TV to receive donations from 
noon till midnight. At the time of going to press, the 
campaign had raised more than KD 15 million, donat-
ed by around 100,000 individuals and entities. 

The campaign, organized by the ministry of social 
affairs in cooperation with the ministry of foreign 
affairs and the ministry of interior, is tasked by the 
Cabinet to collect donations as part of Kuwait’s con-
tinuous humanitarian role. Minister of Social Affairs 
and Women and Children’s Affairs Mai Al-Baghli said 

the campaign aims to ease the suffering of those 
affected by the deadly earthquake that has killed 
thousands in Syria and Turkey and destroyed build-
ings and houses. 

Kuwait’s relief initiative for quake-hit Turkey and 
Syria comes at the behest of HH the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
said the minister of information and culture. The 
fundraising campaign, also directed by HH the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah, is meant 
to alleviate the woes and anguish of quake-affected 

people in Turkey and Syria, said Abdulrahman Al-
Mutairi while launching the initiative in a televised 
statement. 

No sooner did the powerful earthquake strike, 
Kuwait, at both official and unofficial levels, moved to 
stand side by side with both Syrian and Turkish peo-

ples, reflecting Kuwait’s enduring com-
mitment to aiding the needy, said 
Mutairi, who is also minister of state for 

youth affairs. He underlined the media coverage by 
the ministry of information, through its bodies, corre-
spondents and Kuwait News Agency (KUNA), of the 
powerful earthquake, along with Kuwait’s relief 

efforts for quake-hit people. The minister urged 
Kuwaiti citizens and residents alike to join the 
fundraising initiative in order to ease the agony of 
both Turkish and Syrian peoples. 

Al-Sadu House held a charity drive on Saturday, in 
collaboration with Kuwait Textile Art Association 
(KTAA), Khayt Group and the Turkish Embassy to pro-
duce warm clothing for those affected by the devastat-
ing earthquake in Turkey and Syria. Volunteers made a 
total of 502 pieces, including 270 hats, 100 scarves, 67 
blankets, 45 pieces of children’s clothing, nine jackets, 
six pairs of socks and five pairs of gloves.  
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US shoots down 
‘high-altitude 
object’ over Alaska 
 
WASHINGTON: A US fighter jet shot down an 
unidentified object drifting high over Alaska on 
Friday, the White House said, just six days after the 
downing of an alleged Chinese spy balloon sparked 
a fresh diplomatic rift with Beijing. White House 
National Security Council spokesman John Kirby 
said it was unclear what the purpose or origin of 
the new object was, but said that it was taken down 
because, floating at 40,000 feet, it was a threat to 
civil aviation. 

“The president ordered the military to down the 
object,” Kirby said. Questioned about the incident by 
reporters at the White House, Biden said the shoot-
down “was a success”. Kirby said the object was 
much smaller than a huge Chinese balloon that 
crossed the United States last week and was shot 
down by a US fighter jet off the Atlantic coast on 
Saturday. It was “roughly the size of a small car,” he 
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Kuwait regrets 
Philippine labor 
deployment ban 
 
KUWAIT: The Philippines Embassy announced 
Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign Minister for Asian 
Affairs Sameeh Hayat met Philippine Ambassador 
to Kuwait Jose Almodovar Cabrera on Thursday. 
The two sides discussed a Feb 8 decision to sus-
pend the deployment of first-time domestic 
helpers to Kuwait. Hayat expressed his disap-
pointment at the decision of the Philippines’ 
Department of Migrant Workers and conveyed 
the Kuwaiti government’s desire to resolve this 
issue as soon as possible. 

“The Department of Migrant Workers indi-
cated that the postponement only applies to 
domestic workers who have not worked before 
in Kuwait and are deployed to Kuwait for the 
first time. The administration is studying reforms 
and measures to enhance procedures that help 
ensure the safety of domestic workers, especially 
those working in Kuwait for the first time,” 
Cabrera said. 

The partial ban came after the charred remains 
of Filipino domestic worker Jullebee Ranara, 35, 
were discovered in the Salmi desert last month. It 
was reported she was pregnant and had been 
subjected to blunt-force trauma. The 17-year-old 
son of her employer has been arrested by police 
on murder charges. 

Meanwhile, a commercial delegation from the 
Philippines comprising of 26 Filipino food 
exporters will visit Kuwait on Feb 13-14 in order 
to boost economic cooperation with countries of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council. The team will also 
visit Bahrain, Qatar and the UAE. 

Miracle rescues 
as quake toll 
passes 25,000 
 
KAHRAMANMARAS, Turkey: 
Rescuers pulled a two-month-old baby 
and an elderly woman from the rubble on 
Saturday, five days after an earthquake 
devastated Turkey and Syria, leaving 
more than 25,000 dead. Tens of thou-
sands of local and international rescue 
workers are still scouring through flat-
tened neighborhoods despite freezing 
weather that has compounded the misery 
of millions now in desperate need of aid. 

However, Austrian soldiers and 
German rescue workers called off their 
searches for several hours in southern 

Hatay, citing a difficult security situation 
and clashes between local groups. In the 
midst of  destruction and despair, mirac-
ulous tales of survival continue to 
emerge. “Is the world there?” asked 70-
year-old Menekse Tabak as she was 
pulled out from the concrete in the 
southern city of Kahramanmaras - the 
epicenter of Monday’s 7.8-magnitude 
tremor - to applause and cries praising 
God, according to a video on state 
broadcaster TRT Haber. 

In the city of Antakya, a two-month-
old baby was found alive 128 hours after 
the quake, state news agency Anadolu 
reported. A two-year-old girl, a six-
month pregnant woman, plus a four-
year-old and her father, were among 
those rescued five days after the quake, 
Turkish media reported. In southern 
Turkey, families clutched each other in  
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NURDAGI, Turkey: Rescuers search for survivors among destroyed buildings in the 
hard-hit region of Gaziantep on Feb 11, 2023. — AFP  

 Live campaign raises more than KD 15m  Sadu House weavers donate warm clothing

 Kuwait’s humanitarian campaign hailed  KRCS sends 42 tons of medical supplies

Iran celebrates 
44th anniversary 
of revolution 
 
TEHRAN: Tens of thousands of Iranians rallied 
Saturday in Tehran and other major cities to mark the 
44th anniversary of the Islamic Revolution, as their 
president said months-long protests had been defeat-
ed. For the past two years, the 1979 overthrow of the 
Western-backed shah was commemorated mainly by 
Iranians who drove around cities in their cars or on 
motorcycles due to COVID restrictions. 

But this year, waving flags, they took to the streets 
of Tehran on foot and converged on Azadi (Freedom) 
Square, one of the capital’s most prominent landmarks, 
despite chilly temperatures. People held up pictures of 
Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei as well 
as the late Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, founder of the 
Islamic republic, and revered general Qasem 
Soleimani, killed in a US air strike on Baghdad airport 
in January 2020. They held placards reading “We 
stand to the end”, “A united, strong and stable Iran” 
and “We obey the leader”. 

Sejjil ballistic missiles and Shahed 136 drones were 
on display around the square where President Ebrahim 
Raisi said people had gathered to renew their “alle-
giance” to the revolution. “This pledge of allegiance is 
much greater than a vote” of confidence in the Islamic 
republic, said the ultra-conservative president. Raisi 
also declared victory over the nationwide protest 
movement triggered by the death in custody of 22-
year-old Mahsa Amini following her arrest for an 
alleged breach of Iran’s dress code for women. 
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TEHRAN: Iranians gather in Azadi Square to mark the 
44th anniversary of the 1979 Islamic Revolution on Feb 
11, 2023. — AFP  
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