
Sunday, February 12, 2023

2
L o c a l

Established 1961 

By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: Al-Sadu House held a charity drive on 
Saturday, in collaboration with Kuwait Textile Art 
Association (KTAA), Khayt Group and the Turkish 
Embassy to produce warm clothing for those affected 
by the devastating earthquake in Turkey and Syria. 
Chairperson of Al-Sadu House Sheikha Bibi Duaij Al-
Sabah told Kuwait Times some of the members of the 
body, textile association and Khayt wanted to donate 
their products and time to collect the largest number of 
mittens and blankets to help those affected by the 
earthquake in Turkey and Syria. 

“We always see such humanitarian efforts by indi-
viduals in Kuwait, who are always ready to donate 
their crafts for the needy. We wanted to open the way 
for everyone to come to Sadu House to give and 
donate to charitable work and enjoy at the same time,” 
she said. Sheikha Bibi said the Secretary General of 
the Kuwait National Council for Culture, Art and 
Letters attended along with the Turkish ambassador 
to Kuwait to encourage humanitarian activities, “which 
are a gesture from our people to the Turkish and 
Syrian people”, noting the Turkish Embassy also 
brought the Turkish community in Kuwait to partici-
pate in the event. 

Nawal Al-Baker, Vice President of Al-Sadu House 
and Khayt Group founder, said: “Sadu House is always 
present in times of crises to help the needy. I asked 
every woman crocheting to work on two or three hats, 

and I was surprised we received a larger quantity of 
pieces.” She said the pieces that were sewn and cro-
cheted will be collected at the end of the day by the 
Turkish Embassy, pointing out it is possible the aid 
will also reach the Syrians through Turkish authorities. 

“Sheikha Bibi Al-Sabah allowed us to use Al-Sadu 
House to create as many warm hats, scarves and blan-
kets as possible for those affected by the earthquake 
in Turkey and Syria. People are really coming forward 
to help us out - we have a lot of donated yarns, fab-
rics, threads, needles and much more. The support is 
amazing; Kuwait has always funded charity programs 
like this. We are happy to be part of today’s event 
along with Khayt Group,” Dr Batoul Al-Sayegh, 

President of Kuwait Textile Art Association, told 
Kuwait Times. 

“It is a one-day event, but we dedicated this week-
ly Wednesday meeting to charity at Sadu House to 
make as many warm pieces for those in need. We will 
always be involved with any kind of charitable work. 
People come together to not only feel good, but to 
know that they are helping a fellow in need. We do not 
want it to be a selfish hobby,” Sayegh added. Maddie 
El-Issawi, a coordinator at KTAA, said they came 
together in solidarity with their brothers and sisters in 
Syria and Turkey, noting she brought fabrics and 
sewing machines to make baby blankets as well as 
upcycle old sweaters and turn them into blankets.
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Food security is a 
‘pivotal pillar’ of  
national security  

 
CAIRO: Kuwait lawmakers affirmed, Saturday, the 
importance of achieving food security in the Arab 
world, saying that it was one of the most vital 
issues in the ever-shifting global affairs. Speaking 
at the Fifth Congress for Speakers of Arab 
Councils and Parliaments, organized by the Arab 
Parliament, Kuwaiti MP Khaled Al-Otaibi stressed 
that achieving food security was one of the major 
issues facing Arab countries.  

Al-Otaibi told the conference-focusing on the 
Arab parliamentary document outlying a vision for 
enhancing food security-the lack of strategic 
stockpile of food in the last few years must push 
Arab parliamentarians to seek means to bolster 
food security. The welfare of future generations are 
at stake, he indicated, stressing the need to formu-
late a plan and seek investments that would pro-
vide food security for the region regardless of the 
shifting developments globally. He said that food 
supplies were weaponized to pressure other coun-
tries into obedience.  

The solution must come through cooperation 
and boosting commercial exchange amongst Arab 
countries in addition to finding sustainable 
resources for food, he affirmed. Providing his input 
to the event, Kuwaiti MP Dr Mohammad Al-
Huwaila hoped that the approved document to 
enhance Arab food security would serve the need 
of Arabs. He revealed that Kuwait had contributed 
immensely to the document especially in the 
importance of finding an Arab food security coali-
tion that would address the needs of regionally 
countries.  

Al-Huwaila also pointed out that the document 
also called for establishing a fund backed by Arab 
development and sovereignty funds to find a suit-
able environment for Arab food security integra-
tion. The Kuwaiti delegation to the conference is 
headed by MP Al-Otaibi, and the delegation 
includes MP Al-Huwaila, and Kuwait’s Ambassador 
to Egypt and Permanent Representative at the 
Arab League Ambassador Ghanim Al-Ghanim.  

Meanwhile, the speaker of the Arab Parliament 
Adel Al-Asoomi said that the problem of Arab food 
security has become a pivotal pillar of national 
security and constitutes a challenge that cannot 
wait. This was in a speech by Al-Asoomi at the 
opening of the Fifth Congress of Speakers of Arab 
Councils and Parliaments entitled “Parliamentary 
Vision for Enhancing Arab Food Security.”  

This conference is taking place while the nation 
is facing many crises, he said, pointing out that as 
soon as the COVID-19 pandemic and its negative 
repercussions passed, the Russian-Ukrainian crisis 

came and caused damage to the global economy 
which imposed many challenges on Arab 
economies. One of these challenges that cannot 
afford the luxury of waiting is the problem of Arab 
food security, which is a matter of life or death, he 
explained.  

He mentioned they are keen for Arab parliamen-
tarians to contribute to this problem, as the Arab 
Parliament prepared a document on the problem of 
food security, noting that the document was dis-
cussed through a committee that included repre-
sentatives of Arab parliaments and councils. The 
document presented the most prominent chal-
lenges facing food security, and it also includes 
some proposals that help in one way or another to 
solve the problem of food security, he indicated, 
underlining the need to achieve self-sufficiency.  

In another context, Al-Asoomi referred to the 
growing challenges facing the Arab nation, espe-
cially the Palestinian issue, and it is firmly rooted in 
the conscience of every Arab. He also referred to 
the recent escalation of the Zionist occupation’s 
practices of killing civilians, desecrating sanctities, 
and destroying homes, which exacerbates the 
political and humanitarian situation, underscoring 
the need for a real move by the international com-
munity to confront the blatant violations against 
Palestinians and reach a just and comprehensive 
solution that restores the rights to their owners.  

He warned against repeating the crimes of 
burning copies of the Quran with the knowledge 
and under the eyes of the official authorities in 

many European countries, stressing that this vio-
lates international laws and calls for a serious 
stance that is greater than mere denunciation, but 
rather calls for an international criminalization of 
insulting religions and sanctities. He urged for col-
lective action from Arabs, Africans and Islamic par-
liaments to issue a recommendation to the General 
Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, to be 
held in Bahrain next March, to set a binding legal 
framework criminalizing these practices.  

Meanwhile, the Speaker of the Pan-African 
Parliament (PAP) Fortune Charumbira called in his 
speech on the Arabs to invest in Africa, especially 
in the fields of infrastructure and agriculture, 
pointing out that the continent is rich in natural 
resources and investors come from the West, but 
there is a need for Arab investments to enter. 
There should be room for coordination between 
the Arab Parliament and PAP to enhance econom-
ic cooperation between both sides, Charumbira 
pointed out.  

He underlined the need for Arabs and Africa to 
cooperate together against insulting religions, 
emphasizing the freedoms of belief and rejecting 
racism, as well as confronting attempts to impose 
some orientations that contradict Arab and African 
values. The Kuwaiti delegation to the conference is 
headed by MP Khaled Al-Otaibi, and the delega-
tion includes MP Dr Mohammad Al-Huwaila, and 
Kuwait’s Ambassador to Egypt and Permanent 
Representative at the League of Arab States 
Ambassador Ghanim Al-Ghanim.  —KUNA

CAIRO: The Speaker of the Arab Parliament Adel Al-Asoomi (center) addresses the summit. The Speaker of the Arab 
Parliament on Saturday affirmed that the problem of Arab food security has become a pivotal pillar of national security 
and constitutes a challenge that cannot wait.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti women produce warm scarves and hats at the Sadu House in Kuwait City on February 11, 2023, to be sent to those affected by the deadly earthquake that hit Turkey and Syria. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KNPC organizes  
awareness program  
for expat workers  

 
KUWAIT: The Kuwait National Petroleum Company 
has presented principal medical services to expatriate 
workers in Fahaheel industrial area within its profes-
sional health day organized under the banner “Let’s 
collaborate to make each other healthier” with the 
attendance of KNPC CEO Wadha Al-Khatib and med-
ical emergency department director at the health min-
istry, Dr Ahmad Al-Shatti.Within the activities of this 
day, workers were educated about healthy habits and 
how to prevent diseases, in addition to conducting free 
medical examinations, and providing them with the 
necessary treatments under the supervision of consult-
ants and specialists, in the same location, with the aim 
of facilitating the workers, whose working conditions 
and places of residence prevent them from being able 
to obtain these services. “The company is always keen 
to carry out its social responsibility, especially in the 
health aspect, by organizing medical awareness activi-
ties and campaigns, including this campaign directed at 
the workers of the Fahaheel and Ahmadi industrial 
areas, as they are from the areas surrounding the com-
pany’s refineries,” Al-Khateeb said. 

“The company has organized an occupational 
health day annually since 2015, alternating between 
these two regions, which witness a large presence of 
expatriate workers of various nationalities, noting that 
the company was forced during the past two years to 
stop this initiative as a result of the effects of the 
COVID pandemic, and this year it resumed it again,” 
she clarified. 

Executive Vice President of Support Services 
Abdulaziz Al-Duaij said: “Health campaigns and activ-
ities provided by the company contribute to the early 
detection of chronic problems and diseases, especial-
ly those related to the work environment, which con-
tributes greatly to the speedy recovery of the worker 
before serious symptoms appear on him, and thus 
ensuring that they enjoy good health that enables 
them to live and work optimally.” 

The head of the company’s medical team, Dr Walid 
Al-Harbi, explained that on the “Occupational Health 
Day” the worker is presented to the company’s doc-
tors, to ensure that he is healthy and free from any 
disease that his neglect may lead to serious future 
complications indicating: “Examinations include 
measuring weight, height, pressure, pulse, sugar lev-
els, cholesterol levels, measuring breathing power to 
check lung function, measuring hemoglobin to check 
for anemia, measuring hearing power, and if neces-
sary, an EKG is also performed, and measuring the 
cumulative sugar rate.” 

It is noteworthy that the Central Blood Bank par-
ticipated in the activities of this day, by providing the 
opportunity for visitors to donate blood, and a num-
ber of medical companies were present through 
pavilions that displayed modern medical devices and 
new medicines intended to treat chronic diseases.


