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    News in brief

Kuwait crude oil up  
 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti crude oil rose by 32 cents during 
Friday’s trading sessions to close at $84.65 per barrel, 
compared with $84.33 pb the day before, Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said Saturday. Brent 
futures also went up by $1.89 to $86.39 pb and West 
Texas Intermediate by $1.66 cents to $79.72 pb. 
Meanwhile, oil contracts rebounded after Russia 
announced it would slash its crude output in response 
to a Western price cap that was imposed on exports 
after Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. Brent, the interna-
tional benchmark, and its US counterpart WTI, which 
had been down earlier in the day, jumped more than two 
percent after Russian deputy prime minister Alexander 
Novak said production would be cut by 500,000 bar-
rels per day, or five percent of output, in March. “Crude 
prices reacted positively to the news, considering that 
so far Russian oil production has been relatively 
resilient,” said UBS analyst Giovanni Staunovo. “The 
move ... aims to improve oil revenues by narrowing the 
discount of Russian oil to Brent.” —Agencies  
 
  
Gulf leaders commended  
 
RIYADH: The Gulf States leaders are commended 
for launching relief aid campaigns towards victims 
of the devastating earthquake, which hit Turkey and 
Syria last Monday, said a GCC official. In a press 
release, Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Secretary 
General Jassem Al-Budaiwi affirmed that the relief 
aid campaigns, launched by members of the GGC 
states, would hopefully lessen the impact and suf-
fering of those affected by this tragic event. He 
commended the official and popular response 
towards the relief aid campaigns, which reflected 
the sincere humanitarian feeling directed to those 
affected by the destructive natural disaster in both 
Turkey and Syria.  —KUNA 
 
 
Salmi accident kills one 
 
KUWAIT: Two vehicles collided along Salmi road, 
killing an elderly man and injuring six people. The 
victims are from Saudi Arabia. Security men and 
the Kuwait Fire Force rushed to the scene and 
transferred the body and injured people to the con-
cerned departments.

     Photo of the day

KUWAIT: A vendor displays a winter abaya at the bisht market in Souq Mubarakiya. —Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank has announced its par-
ticipation in the Corporate Directors training 
program, for the second consecutive year, 
organized by the Internat ional  F inance 
Corporation (IFC) - a member of the World 
Bank Group, in cooperation with Tammayaz 
Foundation and Soroptimist International. This 
participation is part of the Bank’s efforts to 
consolidate the principles of sustainability in 
society and to support women empowerment 
programs and initiatives. 

Gulf Bank’s Deputy General Manager of the 
Treasury Department, Maab Al-Qassim, and 
Assistant General  Manager of  Corporate 
Banking, Shamayel Al-Marzouq, participated 
in the 3-month training program, which started 
earlier this year, on the 21st of January. Last 
year’s training program witnessed the partici-
pation of three female leaders from the Bank, 
namely Dalal Al-Dousari, Noura Al-Houti and 

Marwa Hajjiah. 
The Corporate Directors training program 

is uniquely designed to provide participants 
with tools to address and improve corporate 
governance practices that affect long-term 
planning and prepare them to better under-
stand Corporate Boards. The program covers a 
wide range of corporate governance issues 
and aids in acquiring skills of strategic super-
vision and management control. This extensive 
learning experience teaches the participants 
about the vital role of corporate board direc-
tors, with disclosure and transparency, and 
helps them understand how to protect the 
rights of the shareholders.  

The program also focuses on the corporate 
governance challenges faced by companies and 
the best practices to reduce these challenges. It 
goes beyond basic theories and provides a 
practical summary of how to implement the 
basic aspects of business governance. On this 
occasion, General Manager of the Human 
Resources Department at Gulf Bank, Salma Al-
Hajjaj, confirmed that Gulf Bank is ardent about 
empowering women - through building the tal-
ents of female leaders in the Bank, and encour-
aging them to participate in specialized training 
programs; especially those organized by lead-
ing international institutions such as the 
International Finance Corporation. 

She added: “We are proud to witness the 
participation of women leaders from the Bank 
in the Corporate Directors training program, for 
the second consecutive year. This program 
opens new possibilities for those in leadership 
positions, especially women, due to the exten-
sive knowledge and skil ls provided to the 
trainees.” She further mentioned that empower-
ing women in the workplace increases the tal-

ent and expertise of 
employees within 
the Bank - including 
male employees - as 
it expands the ideas 
and innovations in 
various activit ies 
and creates healthy 
competition to reach 
leadership positions. 

Al-Haj ja j  con-
cluded her remarks 
stating, “Gulf Bank’s 
interest  in  women 
stems from the 2025 strategy and the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals, as it 
is one of the signatories to the principles of 
women empowerment and gender equality in 
the workplace and society.”  Gul f  Bank’s 
vision is to be the leading Kuwaiti Bank of the 
Future. The Bank is constantly engaging and 
empowering i ts  employees as  part  of  an 
inclusive and diversified workplace in recog-
nition of every employee’s role in delivering 
customer excellence and serving the commu-
nity at large.  

With its extensive network of branches and 
innovative digital services, Gulf Bank is able to 
give its customers the choice of how and where 
to conduct their banking transactions, all while 
ensuring a simple and seamless banking experi-
ence. Gulf Bank is committed to maintaining 
robust developments in sustainability at envi-
ronmental , social  and governance levels 
through diverse sustainability initiatives, strate-
gically selected to benefit both the internal and 
external community. Gulf Bank supports Kuwait 
Vision 2035 “New Kuwait” and works with var-
ious parties to achieve it. 

Gulf Bank participates in Corporate  
Directors training program

Salma Al-Hajjaj 

Tamil People Service  
Center organizes blood  
donation campaign 

 
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Tamil People Service Center 
organized its 4th year blood donation campaign on 
Jan 27 at Jabriya Central Blood Bank to mark the 
74th Republic Day of India, where 152 people 
donated blood with more than 500 others joining 
the event. The chief guest was Kamal Sinha Rathore, 
Indian Embassy First Secretary, Dr M A Hythar, 
Chairman TVS Group and Rajendra, Manager Air 
India. The event started at 1 pm and ended at 6 pm. 
Other important members of Tamil Makkal Sevai 
Maiyam were also present, including Tamil Makkal 

Sevai President Abu Daagair, Secretary Abdul 
Rashid, Treasurer Amjad Khan, event coordinator 
Ali bhai, Rajak Ahmed and Balu Selvaraj and 
Medical Secretary Siddiq Imam. 

KRCS signs $5 million  
deal to help Syrians  

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) 
signed on Friday a five-million-dollar international 
cooperation deal to help those affected by the cata-
strophic earthquake hitting northern Syria. 
Speaking to KUNA, KRCS chairman Dr Hilal Al-
Sayer revealed that the deal was signed in coopera-
tion with the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and the Qatar 
Red Crescent Society (QRCS).  

The deal would be geared towards providing 
urgent humanitarian relief aid and necessary 
i tems to those affected by the earthquake. 
Foodstuff, medical assistance, and tools to erect 

shelters were essen-
tial part of the deal, 
he indicated. Al-
Sayer noted that the 
deal  was s igned as 
part  of  the KRCS 
commitment to the 
direct ives of  His 
Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah who called for 
providing immediate 
assistance to those 
affected by the 
earthquake that hit southern Turkey and northern 
Syria. The KRCS, so far, has sent 90 tons of relief 
aid material and provided assistance to those 
affected by the earthquake.  —KUNA

Dr Hilal Al-Sayer


