
WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden and his 
Brazilian counterpart Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said 
Friday at the White House that the two biggest 
countries in the Americas have successfully seen off 
attacks on their democracies and will now work 
together on fighting the climate crisis. “Both our 
nations’ strong democracies have been tested,” 
Biden told Lula, and “both in the United States and 
Brazil, democracy prevailed.” Meeting in the Oval 
Office, Biden and Lula expressed solidarity over 
their similar paths. Biden defeated Donald Trump in 
2020, but two months later, a mob of Trump sup-
porters stormed Congress believing his conspiracy 
theory that he’d been the real election winner.  

In Brazil, Lula defeated right-winger Jair 
Bolsonaro and took office this January, but a mob of 
Bolsonaro supporters stormed government build-
ings shortly after. “We have some issues on which 
we can work together,” Lula told Biden. “First is to 
never again allow” the anti-democratic mob attacks. 
Touting Brazil’s return to the international arena, 
Lula said his predecessor’s “world started and end-
ed with fake news - in the morning, afternoon and at 
night. It seemed that he despised international rela-
tions.” Biden, referring to Trump, quickly answered: 
“Sounds familiar.” 

 
Amazon financing  

Biden and Lula stressed their mutual commitment 
to saving the Amazon rainforest and fighting global 
warming - efforts that Bolsonaro and Trump both 
sidelined. Biden said their “shared values... put us on 
the same page, particularly, especially, when it 
comes to the climate crisis.” Brazil is seeking US 
participation in the Amazon Fund, an international 
scheme to finance anti-deforestation efforts in 

Brazil, and Lula walked away from the Oval Office 
voicing moderate confidence that would happen. “I 
think they will,” Lula told reporters. “I not only think 
they will, but I think that it’s necessary they partici-
pate.” He added that while the meeting had not 
specifically addressed the Amazon Fund, he had 
brought up “the responsibility of rich countries to 
assume responsibility to fund countries with rain-
forests and not only in Brazil.” In a joint US-Brazil 
statement that followed the meeting, the White 
House said it hoped to “work with Congress to pro-
vide funds for programs to protect and conserve 
the Brazilian Amazon, including initial support for 
the Amazon Fund.” 

Lula told Biden in the Oval Office that during his 
2003-2010 term as president, he had committed 
Brazil to drastic reductions in the deforestation of 
the world’s largest rainforest, which is often 
described as the “lungs of the world” for its massive 
greenhouse gas absorption. However, “in the last 
few years, the rainforest in the Amazon was invaded 
by political irrationality, human irrationality, 
because we had a president who sent people to 
deforest, sent gold diggers into the Indigenous 
areas,” he said, referring to Bolsonaro. Biden has 
made US leadership on fighting climate change one 
of his main priorities - starting by putting the 
United States back into the Paris climate accord 
after Trump exited the historic deal, which aims to 
slow global warming. 

 
Ukraine divide 

One area where Biden and Lula sharply disagree 
is over Ukraine, and the subject of Russia’s invasion 
did not come up during their introductory remarks, 
before reporters were ushered from the Oval Office. 

Biden has spearheaded an unprecedented Western 
effort to rally behind Ukraine, providing aid, 
weaponry, military training and diplomatic support 
as the country struggles to repel the Russian war 
machine. But several major democratic countries - 
notably India, South Africa and Brazil - have largely 
remained on the sidelines, refusing to help Ukraine 
militarily and sending mixed messages politically. 

After the meeting was over, Lula told reporters 
that he wanted to assemble an international “group 

of countries that aren’t directly or indirectly 
involved in the war of Russia against Ukraine so 
that we can have a possibility to build peace.” 
“That is, I’m convinced that we need to find a way 
out to end this war. I found Biden shared the same 
concern,” he said. “The first thing is to stop the 
war.” In a sign of rekindled chemistry between the 
two leaders, Lula invited Biden to visit Brazil, the 
joint statement said, “and President Biden accepted 
the invitation.”  — AFP  
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Brazil, US renew commitment to protecting Amazon rainforests 

Biden, Lula vow to defend  
democracy in Americas 

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden and Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva walk together along 
the Rose Garden colonnade at the White House on February 10, 2023. — AFP  

EU leaders  
plan tougher  
asylum rules  

 
BRUSSELS: EU leaders have agreed to tough-
en rules aimed at making it easier to expel asy-
lum-seekers whose refugee applications are 
denied, European Commission chief Ursula von 
der Leyen said Friday. The measures are a 
response to increasing European concern over 
rising irregular immigration that has become a 
hot-button issue in several member countries. 
That problem is “a European challenge that 
requires a European response,” EU leaders said 
in a final document at the end of a 16-hour sum-
mit looking at that and other topics. 

The low numbers of failed asylum-seekers 
being returned to their home countries is a cen-
tral preoccupation for the European Union. The 
bloc is already hosting millions of refugees from 
conflicts in Ukraine, Syria and Afghanistan, while 
facing asylum claims from citizens of safer coun-
tries such as Bangladesh, Turkey and Tunisia, 
many of whom end up being deemed economic 
migrants ineligible for asylum. Von der Leyen 
said “pilot projects” relying on the EU’s border 
patrol, asylum and police cooperation agencies 
would look to instill “fast and fair asylum proce-
dures” at the bloc’s external borders. 

The EU leaders called on the commission “to 
immediately mobilize substantial EU funds” to 
reinforce that external border with “protection 
capabilities and infrastructure, means of surveil-
lance, including aerial surveillance, and equip-
ment,” according to the summit document. The 
summit also reached agreement on a “principle” 
under which one EU country can use a court 
decision in another EU member state to return 
an irregular migrant to their home country. That 
would try to prevent “asylum shopping” where-
by migrants go to a different country to apply 
to stay after being turned down in an initial one. 
The EU leaders also agreed “to increase the use 
of the safe-country concepts” that will open the 
way to the bloc formulating a common list, von 
der Leyen said. — AFP 

RIJEKA, Croatia: A migrant in transit warms up in 
a sleeping bag on a platform at the railway sta-
tion in Rijeka, on the Adriatic coast in western 
Croatia on February 6, 2023. —AFP  

French-Iranian 
academic released  
from Tehran prison 

 
TEHRAN: French-Iranian academic Fariba 
Adelkhah is “happy” to have been released from 
prison in Iran but uncertainties remain about when 
she could return to France, her lawyer said on 
Saturday. Adelkhah, who was first arrested in June 
2019 and had been serving a five-year sentence, 
was released from prison on Friday night, the lawyer 
Hojjat Kermani told AFP. She was now in her family’s 
home and “she is happy” to have left Evin prison in 
north Tehran, he added. 

The lawyer said she had been released following 
a decision by supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei to pardon or reduce the prison terms of a 
“significant number” of convicts ahead of the 44th 
anniversary of the Islamic republic, which falls on 
Saturday. “The case is closed so there is no legal 
obstacle for her to leave the country,” he said, while 
adding “we have to wait and see if there is political 
decision against her departure from the country.” 

A research director at Sciences Po university in 
Paris, Adelkhah was arrested in June 2019 along 
with her French colleague and partner Roland 
Marchal. Marchal was released in March 2020 in an 
apparent prisoner swap after France released 
Iranian engineer Jallal Rohollahnejad, who had 
faced extradition to the United States over accusa-
tions he had violated US sanctions against Iran. 
Adelkhah’s case, however, is different as Iran does 
not recognize dual nationality for its citizens. She 

was sentenced in May 2020 to five years in prison 
for conspiring against national security but was 
allowed home in Tehran in October 2020 with an 
electronic bracelet before being returned to jail in 
January 2022. 

Up until Adelkhah’s release, seven French citizens 
were being held by Iran, according to the French 
government. They are among two dozen foreign 

nationals described by their families and supporters 
as innocent people. Iran recently freed prisoners 
including journalists and rights activists, many of 
whom were arrested during protests triggered by 
the September 16 death in custody of Mahsa Amini, 
a 22-year-old ethnic Kurd, who had been arrested 
for an alleged breach of the Islamic republic’s dress 
rules for women. — AFP 

Three arrested as 
UK anti-migrant  
protests continue 

 
LONDON: UK police have arrested three people 
on suspicion of violent disorder during an anti-
immigration demonstration by far-right protesters 
outside a hotel used to house asylum seekers near 
Liverpool. The protest came amid heightened ten-
sions as record numbers of migrants are crossing 
the Channel in small boats, prompting the interior 
ministry to come up with a controversial plan to 
send such asylum seekers to Rwanda. 

Merseyside Police said “missiles” had been 
thrown at officers and a police vehicle was dam-
aged after several hundred demonstrators rallied 
late Friday outside The Suites Hotel in Knowsley. 
Assistant Chief Constable Paul White said: “The 
scenes... were completely unacceptable, putting 
those present, our officers and the wider community 
in danger.” Merseyside police commissioner Emily 
Spurrell told Radio City station: “It was incredibly 
dangerous and there were a couple of injuries 
amongst the police officers.” The Liverpool Echo 
newspaper said a police riot van was set alight. The 
Home Office has been using the hotel to temporarily 
house asylum seekers since last year, according to 
local media.  

Protesters outside the hotel shouted slogans 
such as “Get them out,” one pro-refugee group, the 

Merseyside Pensioners Association, said. Its 
activists were holding a counter-protest at the same 
time, standing outside the hotel with placards say-
ing “Refugees welcome”. Claire Mosely, founder of 
refugee charity Care4Calais, who was also at the 
scene, told Sky News that protesters “got to the 
police van and they set it on fire and it actually 
broke into a really big fire and exploded.” “Then 
they broke through again and they started fighting 
with the police,” Mosely said. “I was really 
shocked... how quickly it got worse.” 

White nationalist group Patriotic Alternative 

denied it was the organizer, after holding a protest 
outside the hotel last week and leafleting locally. 
One of its campaigners posted a video showing he 
was at the scene on Friday, however. Hope Not Hate 
website, which researches the far right, wrote that 
the events took place “in a context of swelling anti-
migrant hatred”. “Far-right groups like Britain First 
(BF) and Patriotic Alternative (PA) had made visits 
to the hotel in recent weeks, although the protest 
appears to have been largely locally-driven, rather 
than organized by far-right groups outside the 
area,” it said. —AFP 

KNOWSLEY, United Kingdom: A workman treats the ground damaged by a fire outside the Suites Hotel in north-
west England on February 11, 2023. — AFP  

PARIS: Colleagues of the French-Iranian academic Fariba Adelkhah hold placards in support of the researcher in 
this file photo taken on January 13, 2022. — AFP  


