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ABritish auction house on Friday
dropped the sale of “Star Wars”
memorabilia once owned by actor

Peter Mayhew, who played Chewbacca,
after a public plea from his widow.
Mayhew, who died in 2019, was a British-
born actor who towered 7 feet 3 inches
(2.21 meters) and played Chewbacca in
the original film and sequels until 2015.
He and his American wife Angie sold their
house in Keighley in northern England
around 25 years ago, leaving early Star
Wars memorabilia behind in the attic.

The next owners, who have not been

named, found the material and eventually
took it to local auctioneers, who were
excited by the find and publicized it in
national media, announcing its sale later
this month. The lots included memos,
scripts and call sheets from the produc-
tion of the original film and “The Empire
Strikes Back”, as well as signed photos
and a scrapbook. Ryedale Auctioneers
set modest estimates of around £150
($180) per item but said they expected
wide interest.

Mayhew’s widow then posted on the
Twitter account of the Peter Mayhew

Foundation, a charity set up in his memo-
ry, saying: “It really breaks my heart to
see our belongings auctioned off like
this.” She said that when the couple
moved, Mayhew’s “movement challenges
made it impossible for him to get into the
attic to get the rest of these memories”.

She said that it was “one of Peter’s
and my biggest regrets that we had to
leave these items behind but his knees
and joints had gotten to be so painful that
he was no longer able to go into the attic
to get them”. The foundation later said
that it had held a video call with auction-

eer Angus Ashworth and told him of “our
desire that Peter’s items be returned to
Angie and the Mayhew family”. The auc-
tion house on Friday removed pictures of
the lots from its website. Ashworth said:
“Knowing how much (the memorabilia)
means to the foundation... the vendors
are quite happy to donate it to the foun-
dation to have permanently within their
personal collection, not for profit, so that
fans can access it in perpetuity”.—AFP

Popular S African
rapper AKA shot
dead outside 
restaurant
One of South Africa’s hottest rap

artists, Kiernan Forbes, known as
AKA, has been shot dead outside

a restaurant in the southeastern city of
Durban, his family said Saturday. The 35-
year-old won multiple South African
awards, was nominated several times for
a Black Entertainment Television (BET)
Award in the United States, and was once
nominated for an MTV Europe Music
Award.

“It is with extreme sadness that we
acknowledge the passing of our beloved
son,”  his parents Tony and Lynn Forbes
said in a statement posted on AKA’s
Twitter account. “Our son was loved, and
he gave love in return.” He was gunned
down on Friday night alongside another
man while they were walking towards
their car from a restaurant.

“They were allegedly approached by
two armed suspects who walked to them
from across the street and shot the victims
at close range,” police said in a statement.
The motive of the shooting is unknown,
and police are investigating. Shootings are
common in South Africa, which has one of
the world’s highest murder rates. Many
people have licensed firearms for personal
protection, yet there are many more illegal
guns in circulation. — AFP

One of the scripts and call sheets from the films. Peter Mayhew, left, and Harrison Ford pictured at the European Premiere of Star Wars: The
Force Awakens in 2015.
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British director Hugh Hudson

‘Chariots of Fire’
director Hugh Hudson
dead aged 86

Hugh Hudson, British director of the
1981 hit film “Chariots of Fire”, died
Friday at the age of 86, his family

said. “Hugh Hudson, 86, beloved hus-
band and father died at Charing Cross
Hospital on February 10 2023 after a
short illness,” his family said in a state-
ment. Born in August 1936 in London,
Hudson had a meteoric rise to success
with “Chariots of Fire”, which tells the sto-
ry of two British athletes, including Harold
Abrahams, a young Jewish man who was
plagued by anti-Semitism in his quest for
Olympic gold in 1924.

The film picked up four Oscars, includ-
ing for best film. It is also remembered for
the soundtrack by Greek composer
Vangelis, who died last year. “I am
beyond devastated that my great friend
Hugh Hudson, who I have known for
more than 45 years, has died. ‘Chariots
Of Fire’ was one of the greatest experi-
ences of my professional life,” said British
actor Nigel Havers, one of the stars of the
iconic film.

The British Film Institute said “Chariots
of Fire” became “one of the decade’s
most controversial British films” due to its
perception as a “radical indictment of
establishment snobbery”. In a 2012 inter-
view with the Guardian newspaper,
Hudson said he thought film producer
David Putnam had chosen him to direct
the film “because he sensed I’d relate to
the themes of class and racial prejudice.

“I’d been sent to Eton because my
family had gone there for generations, but
I hated all the prejudice,” he said of his
time at the English boarding school.
Beyond his greatest cinematic success,
Hudson directed other films, including the
1984 “Greystoke: The Legend of Tarzan,
Lord of the Apes” and had a career in
advertising and documentary film-making.
He had a son from his first marriage and
had been married since 2003 to British
actress Maryam d’Abo, known for her role
as the 1987 James Bond girl in “The
Living Daylights”. — AFP 

Baldwin says
‘Rust’ prosecutor 
made ‘elementary
legal error’

Alec Baldwin said Friday prosecu-
tors who have charged him over
the death of a cinematographer

who was shot on a film set have made an
“elementary legal error.” The US actor
was holding a Colt .45 during rehearsals
for low-budget Western “Rust” in October
2021 when it discharged, killing Halyna
Hutchins and wounding director Joel
Souza. “The prosecutors in this case
have committed an unconstitutional and
elementary legal error by charging Mr
Baldwin under a statute that did not exist
on the date of the accident,” his legal
team wrote.

New Mexico prosecutors have said
they believe the death of 42-year-old
Hutchins was an accident, but insist
Baldwin and the movie’s armorer Hannah
Gutierrez-Reed are culpable for involun-
tary manslaughter. Both face up to 18
months in jail if convicted, with the more
serious of two possible charges also
including an additional five years’ prison

sentence because of a so-called firearm
enhancement — an additional punish-
ment due to a gun being involved.

But in court documents filed in New
Mexico on Friday, Baldwin’s lawyers said
this enhancement was not on New
Mexico’s books at the time of the incident.
The filing says there was a firearm
enhancement law in October 2021, but it
required that the weapon be “bran-
dished”-displayed in a deliberately intimi-
dating fashion.

“The government’s statement of proba-
ble cause contains no allegation that Mr.
Baldwin acted ‘with intent to intimidate or
injure a person,’ and its description of the
alleged conduct makes clear that the
tragic death of cinematographer Halyna
Hutchins was an accident,” the court doc-
uments say. The filing requests that the
enhancement be thrown out. Lawyers for
Gutierrez-Reed said they would be filing a
similar application on behalf of their client,
Variety reported.

A hearing for both defendants is
scheduled for February 24, although nei-
ther is expected to appear in person.
Assistant director Dave Halls, who hand-
ed Baldwin the weapon and told him it
was “cold”-industry speak for safe-has
agreed to plead guilty to negligent use of
a deadly weapon. He will serve a sus-
pended sentence and six months of pro-
bation, prosecutors have said.

As well as criminal charges, Baldwin
faces civil proceedings, including from
Hutchins’ parents and sister, all of whom
live in Ukraine. A lawsuit was lodged on
their behalf in Los Angeles on Thursday,
seeking unspecified damages from the
“30 Rock” star, as well as from a host of
others involved in the film. Baldwin, 64,
and other producers of “Rust” have
already reached a financial settlement
with Hutchins’ widower Matthew. — AFP

Four  years after saying she had
refused to perform at the Super Bowl
halftime show in protest over race

issues, Rihanna says she will use her per-
formance during Sunday’s NFL title game
to represent immigrants and black women.
The nine-times Grammy award-winning
singer will perform during the interval of
Sunday’s game between the Kansas City
Chiefs and the Philadelphia Eagles in what
is usually the most-watched broadcast of
the year on US television.

The Barbados-born singer, who gave
birth to a son in May, has not performed a
live show in seven years. “The Super Bowl
is one of the biggest stages in the world.
As scary as that was because I haven’t
been on stage in seven years, there’s
something exhilarating about the challenge
of it all.” she told a media presentation on
Thursday.

“It’s important for me to do this, this
year. It’s important for representation. It’s

important for my son to see this,” she
added. In 2019 she said she had rejected
the opportunity from the NFL in solidarity
with Colin Kaepernick, the former San
Francisco 49ers quarterback who had
been protesting against racism and police
violence by taking the knee. Kaepernick
filed a grievance against the NFL team
owners, later withdrawn after a settlement,
arguing they had colluded to keep him out
of the league after he had been unable to
find a team.

Rihanna said in an interview with Vogue
in 2019 that she “couldn’t be a sellout, I
couldn’t be an enabler” and said there
were things within the NFL “that I do not
agree with at all”. The singer did not hold
the usual pre-Super Bowl press confer-
ence but conducted an interview with a
presenter from half-time show sponsors
Apple Music and she said her music would
reflect her Caribbean roots.—AFP

Acclaimed
Spanish director 
Carlos Saura 
dies at 91
Acclaimed Spanish director Carlos

Saura, who hit the global spotlight
in the 1960s with his critiques of

Franco’s dictatorship, died Friday at the
age of 91, the Spanish film academy said.
“He died today at his home at the age of
91, surrounded by his loved ones,” the
academy wrote on Twitter, describing him
as “one of the most important filmmakers
in the history of Spanish cinema”.

“Carlos Saura has left us, a fundamen-

tal figure in Spanish culture,” Spanish
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said. “His
talent is and will always be part of the cul-
tural heritage of our history... We say
goodbye to the director of imagination but
his cinema remains,” added the socialist
leader.

The Spanish royal family also paid
their respects. “His cinema will never die.
Goodbye Carlos Saura,” the Royal
Household tweeted, along with a photo
showing the filmmaker chatting with the
king and queen.

Born on January 4, 1932 in the north-
eastern town of Huesca, Saura was
known for his “never-ending activity” and
“love for his craft, which continued until
the end,” with his latest film hitting
Spanish cinemas just a week ago, it said.
He died just a day before he was to have
been awarded an honorary Goya, Spain’s
equivalent of the Oscars, for his decades-
long career which was to have been pre-
sented at the 37th Goya Awards ceremo-
ny in the southern city of Seville.

‘Indispensable work’ 
“Carlos Saura, filmmaker, photogra-

pher, set designer and all-round artist, has
gone,” tweeted Culture Minister Miquel
Iceta, saying his career had received “all
the awards imaginable”. Often named as
one of the greats of Spanish cinema
alongside names like Luis Bunuel and
Pedro Almodovar, Saura directed some
50 films over a career spanning half a
century, during which he received numer-
ous awards.

In a 2016 interview with AFP, the film-
maker said that recognition in his country

had come “with old age”, recalling the crit-
icism, sometimes fierce, received by his
first films. In his early years, Saura
focused on the evils of society, first win-
ning international recognition with “The
Hunt” (1966), a critique of the regime of
dictator Francisco Franco which won the
Berlin Film Festival’s second-highest
award.

“With Carlos Saura, a very important
part of the history of Spanish cinema is
dying. He leaves behind him an indispen-
sable work for deep reflection on the
behavior of the human being. Rest in
peace my friend,” said actor Antonio
Banderas.

After the dictatorship ended with
Franco’s death in 1975, he shifted his
focus to his love of music and dance with
his 1980s trilogy of flamenco films “Blood
Wedding”, “Carmen” and “A Love
Bewitched”. Many critics consider his best
work to be “Cria Cuervos” (1975), an alle-
gory of the dictatorship that suffocated his
country until that same year, and which
won the Jury Prize at Cannes a year later.
Married several times and the father of
several children, Saura also had a rela-
tionship with his muse Geraldine Chaplin,
with whom he had a child. — AFP 

In this file photo taken on August 7, 1992 Spanish film director Carlos Saura poses during
the filming of the marathon in the 1992 Olympic Games of Barcelona.

Rihanna poses during the Super Bowl LVII Pregame & Apple Music Halftime Show press
conference at Phoenix Convention Center in Arizona. — AFP 

In this file photo Spanish director Carlos
Saura poses during a photocall for his
musical Fados in Madrid.  — AFP photos
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