
LOS ANGELES: Jayson Tatum scored
41 points to propel the Boston Celtics to
a 127-116 NBA victory over Charlotte on
Friday as Giannis Antetokounmpo led
Milwaukee to a 10th straight win. Tatum
posted his eighth 40-point game of the
season. But even with Jaylen Brown side-
lined by a facial fracture and Al Horford
out with a sore knee, he did not have to
carry the offensive load alone.

Derrick White scored a career-high
33 points and handed out 10 assists. His
output included eight of the Celtics’ 25
three-pointers, which came on 55
attempts. “Shot was feeling good,”
White said. “I was getting some good
looks and just letting it fly.” The Celtics
had a franchise-record 16 three-pointers
in the first half, and even when the
Hornets put together a 15-0 scoring run
in the third quarter Boston’s lead
remained in double digits.

Tatum, 24, drained five from beyond
the arc, and became the first NBA player
to make 1,000 three-pointers before his
25th birthday. The Celtics improved their
league-best record to 40-16 and
remained one game ahead of the Bucks
atop the Eastern Conference. For the
second straight night Antetokounmpo
put on a show in Los Angeles, following
up his 38-point performance against the
Lakers with 35 points in a 119-106 victo-
ry over the Clippers.

Brook Lopez added 22 points and 15

rebounds and Jrue Holiday added 19
points for the Bucks, who have their first
double-digit winning streak since they
won 18 in a row in the 2019-20 season.
The Clippers were without Kawhi
Leonard due to injury management while
the Bucks were missing Khris Middleton.
An aggressive Antetokounmpo set an
early tone, dominating in the paint and
connecting on 13 of his 25 shots from the
field. The attention he forced from the
Clippers defense allowed his teammates
opportunities from outside, and the
Bucks finished with 17 three-pointers.

The Philadelphia 76ers, third in the
East, avenged a humbling Sunday defeat
in New York City with a 119-108 home
triumph over the Knicks. Philadelphia’s
star center Joel Embiid scored 35 points
and grabbed 11 rebounds and Tyrese
Maxey added 27 points off the bench as
the Sixers rallied from 13 down to win.
Julius Randle and Jalen Brunson scored
30 points apiece for the Knicks, Brunson
pouring in 20 in the first quarter alone.
But the 76ers turned the tide in the third
quarter and trailed by just one going into
the final period, when they out-scored
the Knicks 27-15.

Things were close in Miami, where
Jimmy Butler jammed home the game-
winner with three-tenths of a second
remaining in the Heat’s 97-95 victory
over the Houston Rockets. Tyler Herro
led the Heat with 31 points, nine

rebounds and eight assists, Bam
Adebayo added 20 points and Butler
scored 16 - but the Heat looked in dan-
ger of losing to the league-worst
Rockets when they trailed by five with
3:40 remaining. Houston guard Jalen
Green’s driving layup with seven-tenths
of a second left knotted the score at 95-
95, but on Miami’s ensuing inbounds
Gabe Vincent found Butler for the alley-
oop dunk.

Irving shines for Mavs 
Elsewhere, Lauri Markkanen and

Walker Kessler scored 23 points apiece
to help the Utah Jazz erase a 12-point
deficit with 4:53 remaining in a 122-116
victory over the Raptors in Toronto. In
Memphis, Ja Morant scored 32 points
with nine rebounds and nine assists and
Desmond Bane added 20 in the Grizzlies’
comfortable 128-107 victory over the
Minnesota Timberwolves. Kyrie Irving, in
his second game since the trade that
took him from Brooklyn to Dallas, scored
25 points and handed out 10 assists to
lead the Mavs to a 122-114 victory over
the Kings in Sacramento.

Luka Doncic remained sidelined by a
bruised heel, but the Mavs hoped he
could team up with Irving for the first
time when they play the Kings again on
Saturday. Oklahoma City’s Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander had another big
night, scoring 44 points in the Thunder’s

138-129 victory over the Trail Blazers in
Portland. The Canadian’s efforts saw the
Thunder withstand a 38-point perform-
ance from Portland star Damian Lillard.

Phoenix downed Indiana 117-104, fueled
by 22 points and 11 rebounds from
Deandre Ayton and 21 points from Devin
Booker. — AFP 

5 memorable 
India-Pakistan 
T20 battles
NEW DELHI: Arch-rivals India and Pakistan
clash on Sunday in a much-anticipated group
match at the Women’s Twenty20 World Cup in
Cape Town. AFP Sport looks at five memo-
rable T20 matches between the two cricket
powerhouses:

Roy special 
Indian spinner Priyanka Roy played a huge

part in the team’s first ever T20 match against
Pakistan with match-winning figures of 5-16
and three catches in the 2009 World Cup.
Roy’s leg-spin proved too hot to handle for
the Pakistan batters who were dismissed for a
paltry 75, a total India eclipsed with five wick-
ets and 14 balls to spare. Roy played just 15
T20 matches for India with her last game in
2011, but the bowling effort remained a high-
light of her white-ball career.

Solid Raut
Top-order batter Punam Raut’s gritty 25

made the difference for eventual winners India
in 2012’s low-scoring final of the Asia Cup in
China. A 32-run partnership between Raut and
Harmanpreet Kaur, who made 20, guided
India to 81 all out in 20 overs after Pakistan
skipper Sana Mir returned figures of 4-13. In
reply, Pakistan were bowled out for 63 in 19.1
to suffer their second loss to India in the tour-
nament.

Mandhana power
Star batter Smriti Mandhana hammered a

match-winning 63 not out in India’s opening
win against Pakistan at T20 cricket’s 2022
Commonwealth Games debut. India’s bowlers
set up victory after they dismissed Pakistan
for 99, a total the Indian batters surpassed in
11.4 overs, with the left-handed Mandhana hit-
ting three sixes in her 42-ball knock. The win
paved the way for India’s entry into the final
where they lost the gold to Australia, but
Mandhana remained in the top three run-
scorers of the competition with an average of
just under 40.

Spin force
Pakistan women recorded their first-ever

T20 win over their neighbors at the 2012
World Cup when Nida Dar spun them to a
narrow one-run win with figures of 3-12.
Batting first, Pakistan could only muster 98-9
in 20 overs, skipper Sana Mir top-scoring
with 26 against a disciplined opposition bowl-
ing. Dar, an off-spinner, then led Pakistan’s
spin charge alongside Bismah Maroof to
choke India to 97-8 in Galle.

All-round Nida
Dar again took the mantle of wrecker-in-

chief when she single-handedly demolished
India with an unbeaten 56 and 2-23 in the
most recent meeting between the two teams.
Pakistan rode on Dar’s 37-ball knock to post
137-6 after they elected to bat first in a group
match of last year’s Asia Cup in Bangladesh.
Dar worked with fellow spinners including
Nashra Sandhu (3-30) to dismiss India for 124
in a 13-run victory, winning player of the
match. — AFP 
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Tatum propels Celtics to a 
127-116 win over Hornets

Jayson Tatum #0 of the Boston Celtics

Bucks notch 10th straight win

Scheffler leads Rahm as
darkness halts Phoenix 
Open second round
PHOENIX: Scottie Scheffler fired seven birdies in
a seven-under-par 64 on Friday to take a two-shot
clubhouse lead over Jon Rahm as the two chase
Rory McIlroy’s number one ranking at the Phoenix
Open. World number two Scheffler, the defending
champion in Phoenix, had a 10-under-par total of
132 and Spain’s third-ranked Rahm was his nearest
rival in the clubhouse after a five-under-par 66 for
134.

Overnight co-leader Adam Hadwin of Canada
was eight-under through 10 holes when darkness
halted play in the US PGA Tour event at TPC
Scottsdale, which has been in catch-up mode since
a morning frost delay on Thursday. Both Scheffler
and Rahm have a chance to overtake Northern
Ireland star McIlroy atop the world rankings this
week. McIlroy was three-under for the tournament
through 13 holes of the second round.

Scheffler teed off on the 10th and after a birdie at
the 12th he electrified the raucous crowd at the par-
three 16th with a tee shot that took a bounce and
rolled toward the cup-only for a gust of wind to
carry it off the green. “It should have been probably
six feet on left side of the hole,” Scheffler said. “It
ended up being like 20 feet off the green. It was
weird. Tough break.”

He ended up with a par, but then reeled off four
straight birdies-driving the green at the 17th then
draining a 23-footer at 18. He made seven-foot

birdie putts at the first and second, and short-range
birdies at the sixth and ninth. “I think around this
place when you’re hitting fairways and you’re hit-
ting it well, the golf course can kind of open up for
you,” Scheffler said. “But the opposite can happen
in a hurry because there’s trouble lurking on basi-
cally every hole with there being desert close by.
When you’re hitting it well you have to take advan-
tage of it like I did today.”

Scheffler posted his first US tour win in Phoenix
last year, and went on to win at Bay Hill and The
Masters before reaching number one with a victory
at the WGC Match Play. McIlroy has since ascend-
ed to number one while Rahm is threatening to

return to the summit after victories at the
Tournament of Champions and in La Quinta,
California, this year.

Rahm also teed off on 10 and after an early
bogey he birdied the 13th and eagled 15 with a hole
out from a greenside bunker. He added a birdie at
16 and two more coming in at the second and third.
“I played really good,” Rahm said. “I hit a lot of
great tee shots out there today. A lot of good iron
shots that didn’t end up in great spots. “I think sev-
en, eight nine is a clear example of it. None of those
was bad. All of them were off the green and I need-
ed to get up-and-down to get the round going. “It’s
golf and it’s what happens out here.” — AFP 

ARIZONA: Scottie Scheffler of the United States plays his shot during the first round of the WM Phoenix Open at
TPC Scottsdale in Scottsdale, Arizona. —AFP 

Woods confirms 
PGA Tour return 
at LA event
LOS ANGELES: Tiger Woods said Friday he will
play in next week’s PGA Tour event in Los Angeles,
marking his return to competitive golf after a sev-
en-month absence as he recovers from injuries sus-
tained in a 2021 car crash. The former world num-
ber one, whose appearances have been limited in
the past two years since the 2021 car accident that
left him with severe leg injuries, last played at the
British Open in July.

Writing on Twitter on Friday, Woods said he
plans to play at the February 16-19 Genesis
Invitational tournament at Riviera Country Club
which he hosts and benefits his charitable founda-
tion. “I’m ready to play an ACTUAL PGA Tour
event next week @thegenesisinv,” Woods tweeted.
Woods did not play in 2021 following his accident,
which required several surgeries and drastically
restricted his mobility. However he made a stunning
comeback at the Masters in Augusta last year, fin-
ishing in 47th place.

He returned to play in the PGA Championship
in May, but withdrew after 54 holes following a
third round 79. Woods played again at the British
Open at St. Andrews, where he missed the cut
after an emotional second round at the spiritual
home of golf. The 47-year-old-who won the last
of his 15 major championships at the 2019
Masters-had hoped to make his PGA Tour return
at the Hero World Challenge in the Bahamas last
December. He abandoned those plans after devel-
oping plantar fasciitis in his right foot, leaving him
struggling to walk. “After consulting with my doc-
tors and trainers, I have decided to withdraw this
week and focus on my hosting duties,” Woods
said at the time.

He did play in The Match, a 12-hole exhibition
event in December as well as the PNC

Championship, a low-key event alongside his son
Charlie. In November, Woods indicated that he
expects to play just a handful of events outside of
major championships in future. “The goal is to play
just the major championships and maybe one or
two more. That’s it,” Woods said at the time. “I
mean, that’s physically, that’s all I can do.”

Woods was left hospitalized for weeks and
unable to walk for months, with his right leg
repaired with rods, plates and screws following his
scary February 2021 rollover crash in California.
Woods said during the British Open last year he
had feared not being able to walk again following
his car accident. “For the most part of my rehab I
was just hoping that I could walk again, you know,
walk normal and have a normal life and maybe play
a little hit-and-giggle golf with my son or my
friends at home,” Woods said. — AFP

Tiger Woods

Lee Hae-in wins 
Four Continents 
women’s title
LOS ANGELES: Lee Hae-in surged from sixth
place with a near-flawless free skate to win the
women’s title at the Four Continents figure skating
championships in Colorado Springs on Friday. Lee,
17, became the first South Korean woman to lift the
title at the competition for non-European countries
since Kim Yu-na in 2009. She edged compatriot
Kim Ye-lim, who led after the short program but
was third in the free skate to finish second.

America’s 15-year-old national champion
Isabeau Levito, who was second after the short
program, withdrew shortly before the free skate
because of illness. Lee garnered a personal-best
141.71 points for her free skate to soar up the
standings with a total of 210.84 points. Kim earned
silver with a total of 209.29 points and Japanese
teenager Mone Chiba, seventh after the short pro-
gram, was second in the free skate to take bronze
with 204.98 points. 

After earning silver at last year’s Four Continents,
Lee said that this time around she “tried to not think
about the final result, to focus on my training
process.” “I think I did well,” added Kim, who was
shut out of the medals in two Grand Prix stops this
season. The Four Continents marks the final major
event ahead of next month’s World Championships
in Saitama, Japan.

Japan’s Kao Miura takes the lead into Saturday’s
men’s free skate after topping Thursday’s short pro-
gram by five points over Canadian Keegan Messing.
Miura bobbled his opening quadruple Salchow but
completed a triple Axel and quad toe-triple toe
combination in his short programme and said his
aim is to maintain the momentum in the free skate,
something he struggled to do in Grand Prix compe-
tition, even though he claimed silver medals at Skate
Canada and Skate America. — AFP 


