
PHOENIX: The two top quarterbacks and the two
strongest teams in the NFL will go face to face on
Sunday when the Kansas City Chiefs take on the
Philadelphia Eagles in what could be a Super Bowl for
the ages. All the indicators, stats and form guides sug-
gest that the clash will be one of the closest match-
ups the NFL’s title game has produced.

Both teams are the top seeds from their confer-
ences, have identical 16-3 records this season and
incredibly have even scored the exact same number
of points - 546. When it comes to the playmakers,
Patrick Mahomes of the Chiefs is the top-ranked
quarter-back in the NFL but the Eagles boast the
number two in Jalen Hurts.

Led by the inspired, improvising Mahomes, the
Chiefs have the number one passing offense but will
have their work cut out against the NFL’s best passing
defense. There are star players all over the field - the
Chiefs have the top tight-end in the NFL in Travis
Kelce while the Eagles boast an elite wide-receiver in
AJ Brown. But as Chiefs head coach Andy Reid point-
ed out at his pre-game press conference on Thursday,
despite all the analysis and game plans, in the high-
pressure atmosphere of a Super Bowl it is often an
unheralded player who turns out to be decisive.

‘The human element’
“That is the human element ... in this game there is

going to be somebody that we haven’t mentioned ...
who is going to step up and you are going to go
‘Wow that was a great job by that kid,’” said Reid,
who was Eagles head coach for 14 seasons before
joining the Chiefs in 2013. If there is an area where the
teams can be clearly separated it is in the realm of
experience where the Chiefs certainly have the edge. 

Nothing is going to phase the 64-year-old Reid,
who is in his 24th year as an NFL head coach and this
is his team’s third Super Bowl appearance with
Mahomes in the last four seasons, with victory com-
ing in 2019-2020. In contrast, this is just Eagles boss
Nick Sirianni’s second season as a head coach and his
24-year-old quarterback Hurts makes his Super Bowl
debut in his second year as starter having played only
three playoff games in his career.

But Hurts, who presents a potentially crucial
unpredictable threat given his unmatched capacity to
run with the ball, does not appear likely to be over-
awed. Hurts, who was replaced during his college
national championship final for Alabama, has been
carrying a shoulder injury throughout the latter part
of the season but the Chiefs have the bigger fitness
concern with Mahomes hampered by a niggling
ankle injury.

Eagles’ point to prove 
Mahomes will cement his status as the finest NFL

quarterback of this post-Tom Brady generation if he
can add a second Super Bowl ring to his two Most
Valuable Player awards but will be wary of an Eagles
defense which led the league in sacks. “They’re on like
a historic sack rate and the way they are able to get
to the quarterback,” Mahomes said this week. “So
everybody knows that everything starts up front. It
will be a great challenge for our offensive line to try to
do what they can.”

Mahomes and Hurts are the youngest quarterback
pairing in a Super Bowl and Sunday’s game also
marks the first time that two black quarterbacks face
each other in the biggest game. The Chiefs have the
confidence of a team that has been to five straight

AFC Championship games but the Eagles have a chip
on their shoulder. Sirianni was fired as an assistant
from Kansas City by Reid and Hurts has been doubt-
ed by many pundits through his young career.

And while the coaches have tried to dampen talk
of the game being Mahomes v Hurts, the Eagles quar-
terback certainly feels the unique responsibility and

pressure that comes with the most important role on
the field in the biggest game of all. “I know there is a
whole group of men looking at me and expecting me
to go out and make things happen,” he said.
“Everyone needs to do their jobs but ... the leaders
need to lead and you want your big time players to
make big time plays in a game like this.” —AFP
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ARIZONA: Jordan Mailata #68 of the Philadelphia Eagles participates in a practice session prior to Super
Bowl LVII at Arizona Cardinals Training Center on February 10, 2023 in Tempe, Arizona. —AFP 

Two strongest teams in NFL will go face to face

Nothing separates Chiefs, 
Eagles - until Super Bowl 

English Premier League

Leeds v Manchester United 17:00

beIN 4K HDR
beIN Sports 1 HD Premium
beIN Sports Connect

Man City v Aston Villa 19:30

beIN Sports 1 HD Premium
beIN Sports HD 1 English
beIN Sports Connect

Spanish League 

Getafe v Rayo Vallecano 16:00

beIN Sports HD 1
beIN Sports HD 2 English
beIN Sports Connect
SuperSport LaLiga HD

Celta de Vigo v Atletico de Madrid 18:15

beIN Sports HD 1
beIN Sports 1 FR

Real Valladolid v Osasuna 20:30
beIN Sports HD 1
beIN Sports HD 2 English
beIN Sports Fr 6 HD max
beIN Sports Connect

Villarreal v Barcelona 23:00 

beIN Sports 1 HD Premium
beIN Sports HD 1
beIN Sports HD 1 English

Italian League Serie A

Udinese v US Sassuolo 14:30

beIN Sports Fr 6 HD max

Bologna v AC Monza 17:00

AD SPORTS Premium 1

Juventus v  Fiorentina 20:00

beIN Sports 2 FR

Napoli v US Cremonese 22:45

AD SPORTS Premium 1

German Bundesliga 

Hertha v Borussia M’gladbach 17:30

beIN Sports HD 3

FC Koln v Eintracht Frankfurt 19:30

beIN Sports HD 3
beIN Sports HD 2 English

Super Bowl snack 
hurting Colombia 
farmers
PIJAO: During the Super Bowl between the
Philadelphia Eagles and Kansas City Chiefs on
Sunday, millions of armchair fans will tuck into a tasty
snack of tortilla chips and guacamole. But unbe-
known to them, in far away Colombia, local farmers
are paying the price for their gastronomic pleasure,
while environmentalists are warning of water pollu-
tion. The explosion of avocado plantations in central-
western Colombia resulted in changing land-use pat-
terns that, in turn, left Jose Hernandez’s coffee crops
flooded.

Unlike his neighbors in the Pijao municipality in
Quindio department, Hernandez refused to switch to
growing the lucrative “green-gold.” But rivers of
water came cascading down from higher up in the
mountains surrounding his farm and scouring out
ditches up to two meters deep. The 64-year-old lost
4,000 coffee plants and he points the finger at avo-
cado multinationals who use copious amounts of
water and even divert natural streams to satiate their
thirsty crops. “I lost 20 years of work with those
waters that fell on me,” Hernandez told AFP.

‘More important than oil’ 
The Colombian countryside is rapidly being over-

taken by crops of the Hass avocado that is mainly
exported to the United States, the Netherlands,
Spain and Britain. It is the main ingredient in gua-
camole. And demand peaks in the weeks leading up
to the Super Bowl-American football’s annual show-
piece. According to Colombia’s agriculture ministry,

the country will send more than 1,400 tons of avoca-
dos to the United States for consumption specifically
during Sunday’s match. In 2021, total avocado
exports were 97,000 tons with 55,000 hectares of
planted crops. Colombia is the third-largest producer
of avocados after Mexico (2.3 million tons) and Chile
(186,000 tons).

But while leftist President Gustavo Petro has
embraced this crop, saying “avocados are more
important than oil,” environmentalists warn that the
crop can pollute water sources and lead farmers to
intrude on protected areas. They add that multina-
tionals have bullied villagers into selling their land on
the cheap. In 2021, the state body charged with pro-
tecting the environment in Quindio accused avocado

producers of “illegal water harvesting,” “pollution of
water sources” and “illegal logging.”

Pijao was once coffee-growing country but now
has 789 hectares of avocado crops, a 245 percent
increase in seven years, according to the local may-
or’s office. Initially, foreign companies were
“unaware” of environmental rules, admits Diego
Aristizabal, president of the avocado producers fed-
eration, although he claims they now follow them to
the letter. Some from the industry complain of being
“demonized” and point to the creation of 26,000
jobs. But an agro-industrial engineer, speaking to
AFP under condition of anonymity for fear of
reprisals, said the number of farmers like Hernandez
being negatively impacted is mushrooming. — AFP 

QUINDIO: Aerial view showing avocado plantations and Palma de Cera palm trees, Quindio wax palm
(Ceroxylon quindiuense), Colombia’s national tree, which is threatened in Pijao, QuindÌo Department,
Colombia. Far from the guacamole that seduces palates during the American football Super Bowl, where
avocado salsa is the star food for viewers, in Colombia the growing production of avocado divides growers
and environmentalists. — AFP 

Messi, Mbappe and 
Benzema nominated 
for FIFA’s best award
ZURICH: World Cup winner Lionel Messi, Kylian
Mbappe and Karim Benzema were announced
Friday as the three finalists for FIFA’s The Best
award for last year. Two-time Ballon d’Or winner
Alexia Putellas of Spain, England forward Beth
Mead and US star Alex Morgan were nominated for
the top women’s prize.

Paris Saint-Germain team-mates Messi and
Mbappe, who faced each other in last year’s World

Cup final, are competing along with Benzema to
succeed Robert Lewandowski, winner of the FIFA
award in 2020 and 2021. Benzema won last year’s
Ballon d’Or for his performances with Real Madrid
but missed the World Cup because of injury.

Barcelona and Spain midfielder Putellas won the
women’s award last time and is nominated again
despite being out since July after tearing the anterior
cruciate ligament in her left knee. Arsenal striker Beth
Mead, runner-up to Putellas for the Ballon d’Or in
October, is also currently sidelined with a long-term
knee injury. The winners will be revealed on February
27 in Paris. They will be voted for by a jury made up
of national team coaches and captains as well as
journalists and fans. There are also prizes for the best
male and female coach, the best goalkeeper, and the
Puskas Award for the best goal of 2022. — AFP 

Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentine forward Lionel Messi

Zamalek flop, Raja 
hit five in the CAF 
Champions League
JOHANNESBURG: Chabab Belouizdad of Algeria
upset Zamalek of Egypt 1-0 and Raja Casablanca of
Morocco hammered Vipers of Uganda 5-0 on Friday
when the CAF Champions League group phase
began. Cameroonian Lionel Wamba converted a
57th-minute penalty to earn Belouizdad a significant
Group D victory in Cairo over five-time champions
Zamalek. Hamza Khabba scored after only five min-
utes for Raja in Casablanca and Jamal Harkass,
Mohamed Zrida, Yousri Bouzok and Roger Aholou
also netted. Four-time African champions Esperance
of Tunisia, who host Al Merrikh of Sudan on Saturday,
are the top seeds and favourites to win Group D.

The fight for the other ticket to the quarter-finals is
expected to be between Zamalek and Belouizdad with
Merrikh the outsiders. By winning away Belouizdad

have gained an important advantage as they strive to
reach the last eight for the third consecutive season. A
hand-ball led to the penalty, and Wamba placed his
kick into the right corner as goalkeeper Mohamed
Awad dived in the opposite direction.

Houssem Mrezigue, voted the outstanding player
after the African Nations Championship this month,
stood out in midfield for Belouizdad. Zamalek, whose
recent domestic form has been poor, are desperate to
do well after failing to get past the group stage in the
last two Champions League competitions. When they
were crowned African champions for the fifth time in
2002, fierce Egyptian and African rivals Al Ahly had
lifted the trophy three times.

But Ahly have won the Champions League seven
times since while the best Zamalek have managed is
finishing runners-up twice. Raja won the last of three
Champions League titles in 1999 and have been over-
shadowed in Africa recently by fellow Casablanca
club Wydad, the 2017 and 2022 Champions League
winners. While a five-goal triumph marks an impres-
sive start, it is too soon to pass judgment as group
debutants Vipers were outclassed having fallen two
goals behind after only 11 minutes. — AFP 

Guardiola pledges 
loyalty to Man City 
despite charges
MANCHESTER: Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola said he has no intention of leaving the
English champions after the club were charged with
more than 100 breaches of financial rules by the
Premier League. City could face points deductions
or even relegation from the English top flight if they
are found guilty of the alleged breaches, between
2009/10 and 2017/18, by an independent commis-
sion. Guardiola has previously said he would walk
away if he found he had been lied to by the City
hierarchy over allegations that they broke financial
fair play (FFP) rules.

However, the City boss, who has won four
Premier League titles in the past five years, said he
believed the latest case would end in the same man-
ner as a previous UEFA charge. City were banned

for two years from UEFA competitions in February
2020 by European football’s governing body for
“serious financial fair play breaches”, but the sanc-
tion was overturned by the Court of Arbitration for
Sport later that year.

“My first thought is that we have already been
condemned,” Guardiola said at his pre-match press
conference on Friday, ahead of Sunday’s clash with
Aston Villa. “In case we are not innocent, we will
accept what the judge or the Premier League
decide. But what happens if in the same situation
that (the) UEFA (case) happened, we are innocent?
What happens to restore or pay back our damage?”

Guardiola recently extended his contract at the
Etihad until 2025. His seven-year stay in
Manchester is already the longest of his managerial
career. “I’m not moving from this seat. I can assure
you more than ever I want to stay,” he said.
“Sometimes I have doubts because seven or eight
years is a long time but now I don’t want to move
on. “People say ‘they lied to you’. They didn’t lie to
me. Look what happened at UEFA. “Now it is the
same case. Why should I not trust my people and
trust the other CEOs of the other clubs?” — AFP 


