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World rings in 2023 with hope
Amir exchanges New Year congratulations with leaders

NEW YORK: The world’s eight billion people ush-
ered in 2023, bidding farewell to a turbulent year 
marked by war in Europe, stinging price rises, 
Lionel Messi’s World Cup glory and the deaths of 
Queen Elizabeth, Pele and former pope Benedict. 
Many set aside pinched budgets and a virus that is 
increasingly forgotten, but not gone, to embrace a 
party atmosphere on New Year’s Eve after three 
pandemic-dampened years. 

HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah exchanged cables of congratulations with 
leaders of Arab and friendly states on the New Year. 
HH the Amir expressed his wishes that the world 
may witness security, peace, stability and prosperi-
ty. The Middle East welcomed 2023 with a fire-
works show from the world’s tallest building, the 
830-m Burj Khalifa in Dubai. Laser lights added to 
the spectacle at the landmark, which carried mes-
sages including “hugging again”, an apparent refer-
ence to the end of COVID restrictions. Fireworks 
also lit up the skies in Kuwait as people welcomed 
the New Year. 

In New York, confetti rained down after the 
famous ball drop in Times Square, a tradition that 
dates back to 1907, with visitors from across the 
world waiting hours in the chilly rain to take part. 
Throngs of people also packed Rio de Janeiro’s 
Copacabana Beach, where up to two million were 
expected for music and fireworks without the coro-
navirus safety measures of the past few years.  

Across the Atlantic, Parisians crowded shoulder-
to-shoulder for fireworks along the Champs-
Elysees in numbers comparable to 2018 and 2019, 
officials said. Sydney became one of the first major 
cities to ring in 2023 after two years of lockdowns 
and coronavirus-muted festivities, staging a fire-
works display over the Sydney Harbour Bridge. 
Hours later, London also welcomed crowds to its 
official fireworks display for the first time since 
before the pandemic.  — AFP (See Pages 12 & 13)DUBAI: New Year’s Eve fireworks light the landmark Burj Khalifa tower at midnight. — AFP

NEW YORK: Onlookers watch as confetti fills the air to mark the beginning of the New Year in Times Square.

KUWAIT: People watch fireworks as they celebrate 
the New Year. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (More 
pics on Page 3)

MANILA: Tens of thousands of travelers were 
stranded at Philippine airports on Sunday after a 
power outage knocked out communication and 
radar equipment at the country’s busiest hub in 
Manila, forcing hundreds of flights to be cancelled, 
delayed or diverted. Aviation authorities detected a 
“technical issue” on Sunday morning involving the 
air traffic management center at Manila’s domestic 
and international airport. 
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KUWAIT: KuwaitSat-1 will launch on Tuesday 
onboard a SpaceX rocket, carrying with it the 
hopes and dreams of Kuwaiti youth of further space 
exploration, said operational director at the 
National Project for the First Kuwaiti Satellite Dr 
Ahmad Al-Kandari on Sunday. Speaking to KUNA, 
Dr Kandari said that once the KuwaitSat-1 reaches 
its designated orbit, it will disengage from the rock-
et and spread its wings containing solar-powered 
batteries that will enable it to operate. 

The satellite will be able to send its first message 
in four hours and two minutes after launch, with the 
signal received at a station at Kuwait University, he 
revealed. He went on to say the rocket used in the 
operation is able to carry up to 70 to 100 pieces of 
equipment. Kandari pointed out the launch of this 
particular project will pave the way for plans to fur-

ther develop Kuwait’s space capabilities. 
The official said the project had been four years 

in the making, consisting of seemingly never-end-
ing training, research and studies by the project’s 
team members. KuwaitSat-1 has a high-definition 
camera which will capture important data and pic-
tures of Kuwaiti waters to analyze the level of pol-
lutants, he revealed. KuwaitSat-1 cost KD 316,000 
($1.032 million), with 67 members assembling the 
satellite, which took around 1,000 hours of work to 
be completed. — KUNA  

KuwaitSat-1 to 
launch on Jan 3 
from Florida

KUWAIT: KuwaitSat-1 is carrying the hopes and 
dreams of Kuwaiti youth.  — KUNA 

ZAGREB: Croatia on Sunday switched to the 
euro and entered Europe’s passport-free zone - 
two major milestones for the country after join-
ing the European Union nearly a decade ago. At 
midnight, the Balkan nation bid farewell to its 
kuna currency and became the 20th member of 
the eurozone. It is now the 27th nation in the 
passport-free Schengen zone, the world’s 
largest, which enables more than 400 million 
people to move freely around its members. 

“It is the season of new beginnings. And 
there is no place in Europe where this is more 
true than here in Croatia,” tweeted EU chief 
Ursula von der Leyen, as she arrived in Croatia 
to mark the occasion.  
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