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Kuwait supports
humanitarian
action: KRCS 
KUWAIT: Kuwait attaches paramount care and
backing for humanitarian and relief activities,
earning it a prestigious place on the global
humanitarian map, according to Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS). Kuwait sets a distin-
guished model for humanitarian action and has
always been at the forefront of countries extend-
ing relief aid to the needy regardless of religion,
race or color, KRCS’ Media Chief Khaled Al-Zaid
told a news conference held after the KRCS was
honored by Nepal’s Aarus Lifestyle Hospital for
funding surgeries for people in need in Nepal.

“The KRCS has reached out to various regions
across the world, set a model for unlimited human-
itarian giving and established a unique approach
for providing aid, relief, learning and health to the
needy without any discrimination,” Zaid said.
However, he maintained, the charity would keep
putting its humanitarian marks and features and
developing its relief, medical and educational proj-
ects and programs year after year with a view to
serving humanity and providing life requirements
and decent life to people in need across the world.

Head of Amiri Hospital’s Urology and
Endoscopy Dr Abdulatif Al-Turki said this is the
third medical campaign organized by the KRCS in
Nepal as part of Kuwait’s international humanitar-
ian and development efforts. He added that the
charity’s medical team had conducted 30 surger-
ies for poor patients at Nepal’s Aarus Lifestyle
Hospital. Turki said the KRCS campaign will con-
tribute to more critical surgeries at the hospital. 

He affirmed that this campaign is an extension of
the first successful drive, indicating that the opera-
tions were implemented by laparoscopic to remove
kidney stones, cystoscopies and ureteral stones, in
addition to laparoscopic removal of enlarged
prostate and kidneys. This is a humanitarian initia-
tive launched by the KRCS that aimed at alleviating
the patients’ sufferings mainly the poor, he said.

Zaid said this campaign seeks to mitigate mis-
eries of patients who could not afford the cost of
the surgeries. The campaign has contributed to
treating many poor patients, including men and
women, who came in search for medicine, he said.
He elaborated that the society had previously
organized a treatment program for the needy in
Yemen and Nepal, and for Syrian refugees in
Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, Iraq and Rohingya
refugees in Bangladesh. In addition, the society
provides medical equipment and clinics for a num-
ber of national societies, he concluded. — KUNA

Rise in prices of camps
during New Year break

Caravans are a new trend, but rentals steep too

Nepal’s Aarus Lifestyle Hospital honors Kuwait Red
Crescent Society. —KUNA 

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Many Kuwaiti citizens and residents
escaped the hustle and bustle of the city to spend
New Year’s Eve in the desert, interacting with the
natural environment. But camp operators are taking
advantage of the peak season, as people have
noticed a hike in camp and farm rentals, where the
average prices of day-use camps have more than
doubled.

Hamad Al-Enezi, who owns several camps in the
Subbiya, told Kuwait Times that the market attracts
lots of customers, especially families, pointing out
that prices are different from one camp to another
depending on the size, facilities and services.
“Aside from the abovementioned reasons, family
camps are more expensive than the ones for men.
As camp owners, we provide a better, cleaner and
safer place for families away from problems caused

by reckless youth. Regular camps may cost KD
100, while family camps cost KD 300 or more,” he
explained.

“Family camps start from KD 250 to KD 400.
While tents inside commercial farms in Wafra and
Abdaly rent them for KD 50, not to mention the
entry fee of KD 10 per person. As for stables, it
costs KD 100 per night and KD 300 for VIP facili-
ties,” Talal Al-Fadhli, a regular customer, said. He
stressed the camp has to provide all means of com-
fort, including furniture, traditional Arabian seating,
a stove for heating, a place for sleeping, bathrooms
and lighting, in addition to the luxuries that adorn
the camp for New Year’s Eve, in addition to fire-
works and other activities.

Abdullah Al-Awda, owner of caravans in
Subbiya, said caravans are the new trend in Kuwait,
noting that people in Kuwait love fancy and creative
spaces. “Caravans on regular days cost KD 100, but

on New Year, due to the high demand, prices reach
KD 250,” he said. He indicated that the prices of
RVs are considered reasonable compared to serv-
ices provided. “Celebrating with family in Kuwait is
the best way of spending the New Year holiday.
There are many activities to define avail of.”

Ali Anjbar, owner of several fancy restaurants,
said New Year’s Day is one of the “high seasons”
for restaurants and hotels around the world, which
contributes to an increase in reservation prices. He
said rates are not considered “high” given the addi-
tional services provided to customers and guests
who want to spend an unconventional night to cel-
ebrate the New Year. He pointed out reservations
rise to 90 percent in restaurants and hotels, so the
previous year ends with a great achievement for
both business owners and customers, noting that
his guests are usually Kuwaitis and visitors from
the Gulf Cooperation Council countries.

EU and GCC witness
intense, productive
engagement in 2022
BRUSSELS: The year 2022 will go down in his-
tory as the year of most intense engagement and
highly positive developments in the relationship
between the 27-member European bloc and the
6-member Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). The
year witnessed a record number of visits by top
EU leaders to the Gulf region in addition to sev-
era l  meet ings  and conferences . The GCC
includes Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and UAE.

For the first time ever, the EU in May adopted a
working paper on a “strategic partnership with the
Gulf”, which aims to expand and deepen coopera-
tion between the two regional blocs. “At a time of
insecurity and significant challenges to the rules-
based international order, exacerbated by the
Russian war on Ukraine, the EU and the Gulf states
would benefit from a stronger and more strategic
partnership that spans a number of key areas,”
commented EU High Representative Josep Borrell,
presenting the strategic partnership paper. 

The document identifies six areas for enhanced
cooperation: Prosperity, energy transition, global
security, humanitarian aid, people-to-people con-
tacts, and institutional relations. It includes EU
pledges to play a greater political and security role
in the Gulf and to appoint an EU special represen-
tative for Gulf and to hold annual EU-GCC political
dialogue, consultations on multilateral issues and
sectoral ministerial meetings.

The beginning of the year saw the visit of the
Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation Council
Nayef Falah Al-Hajraf to Brussels in January, when
he met Borrell and other EU officials and
exchanged views on regional files of mutual con-
cern and explored ways to step up EU-GCC coop-
eration. A few days later in January, Kuwait’s ex-
Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah met European Union foreign
ministers over breakfast in Brussels. 

The first event of its kind highlighted the growing
importance of Kuwait’s constructive and positive
role in the region in the eyes of the 27-member
European bloc. Kuwait was praised for its mediating
role in the region as well as being described as a
“close and reliable partner of the Union,” by Borrell.

The Third Senior EU-GCC Officials’ Meeting
was held in February followed by the 26th EU-GCC
Ministerial Meeting, which stressed the importance
of continuing to strengthen relations between both

sides in light of regional challenges, in order to be a
strong and effective basis for regional and interna-
tional security and stability.

In April, the European Commission proposed to
lift Schengen visa requirements for nationals of
Kuwait and Qatar. In May, Kuwait’s former ambas-
sador to the EU Jasem Al-Budaiwi told in a seminar
that trade and investment have steadily grown
between the EU and the GCC since the 1988
Cooperation Agreement between the two sides.
“Despite the dual challenges of Brexit and the
coronavirus pandemic the recovery is now blazing
ahead and set to only increase to even greater lev-
els” he told an event organized by the Arab-
Belgium-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce.

In September, European Council President
Charles Michel paid his first visit to the Gulf
regions visiting Qatar and Saudi Arabia. While in
Doha, he participated at the inauguration of the EU
delegation. Later the same month, he paid a one-
day visit to Saudi Arabia and met with Crown
Prince Mohammad bin Salman in the port city of
Jeddah. “Saudi Arabia is profoundly transforming.
We need to work together,” Michel said in a social
media post after the meeting, adding that the EU
“remains committed to continue our cooperation
notably on energy security, renewables, trade,
human rights and global stability”.

The year also saw a change of guard at the
Kuwait embassy in Brussels. After six years in his
post in Brussels, Budaiwi was appointed as
Kuwait’s ambassador to Washington in June, while
Kuwait’s DCM in Washington Nawaf Al-Enezi
moved to Brussels to head the mission to Belgium,
the EU, NATO and Luxembourg. In October, Enezi
presented to Belgium King Philippe his credentials,
and in December to the European Union to Charles
Michel, President of the European Council.

In November, President of the European
Commission Ursula von der Leyen visited Bahrain
to address the Manama Dialogue at the
International Institute for Strategic Studies. “The
world needs a stronger security architecture,
against the spread of chaos. We know this in
Europe and it matters also here in the Gulf. Europe
is willing to do its part. We want to strengthen our
engagement with the region - both economically
but also in terms of security,” she told the meeting.

Also in November, Borrell paid a visit to the
United Arab Emirates to hold bilateral meetings
there and attend the Sir Bani Yas Forum. The visit
was an opportunity to further reinvigorate the
EU-UAE bilateral relationship and to exchange
with policy and opinion makers on regional mat-
ters and global affairs, he said in press statements.
The 12th GCC-EU macroeconomic dialogue was
held in Brussels on Nov 23, and on Nov 24 the 6th
EU-GCC economic forum was held also in the

Belgian capital.
“This meeting is both welcome and timely, given

the very challenging global developments we have
faced, and continue to face, in 2022,” said
Executive Vice-President of the European
Commission Valdis Dombrovskis in his keynote
speech at the EU-GCC Economic Forum. “In this
challenging environment, the EU is fully committed
to strengthening economic ties between our two
regional blocs. By developing our areas of mutual
interest, by working in a more collaborative way,
we can achieve real benefits,” he said.

However, EU-GCC relations also faced hiccups
in 2022. On Nov 17, the European Parliament’s
Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Interior
Affairs announced that the vote on visa-free short
stays (Schengen visa) for citizens of Kuwait and
Qatar has been postponed. The postponement
came after seven executions took place in Kuwait
as European Commission Vice President Margaritis
Schinas, was on a visit to the country.

On Dec 1, the European Parliament’s Committee
for civil rights and interior which oversees the visa
issue voted in favor of lifting the Schengen visa
requirement for Kuwait and Qatar, but made the
suspension of the death penalty a condition for
Kuwait for granting visa-free travel to the EU. The
Chair of the European Parliaments’ Committee on
civil liberty, justice and interior affairs, Juan
Fernando Lopez Aguilar, said that Schengen visa-
waiver for Kuwait is a good step which will con-
tribute to mutual cooperation and understanding.

“It will help to mutual cooperation and under-
standing in many ways not only tourism, but busi-
ness and academic exchange, scholars,” he told the
Kuwait news agency, KUNA, in an interview after
the vote in the Committee on visa-free travel for
Kuwait and Qatar. The European Union and Saudi
Arabia held their second Human Rights Dialogue in
Riyadh on Nov 6. The dialogue took place in a
constructive and sincere atmosphere, noted an EU
statement. Saudi Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs Adel Al Jubeir met EU officials and
Members of the European Parliament during his
visit to Brussels end November.

The Committee will now discuss the Schengen
visa file for Kuwait and Qatar most probably in
January. Some would argue that the war in Ukraine
is behind the EU’s rush to strengthen ties with the
Gulf region to secure its energy needs and to
reduce its energy dependence on Russia. This may
be partially true but not wholly. Borrell visited
Qatar, the UAE and Saudi Arabia in Sept in 2021 on
his first official visit to the Gulf region as High
Representative. During his visit, long before the
Russian invasion of Ukraine in February of this
year, he had stressed the EU’s desire to deepen ties
with the Gulf region. — KUNA 

Kuwait welcomes New Year with fireworks

KUWAIT: People watch fireworks as they celebrate the New Year in Kuwait City early on Jan 1, 2023. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat


