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BRASILIA: A supporter of President-elect Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva wears a Lula costume in front of the hotel where he is staying in Brasilia on December 31, 2022.  —AFP

 

Russia’s New Year  
raids on Ukraine  
kills 3, dozens hurt 

 
KYIV: Russia’s New Year assault on Ukraine left 
three people dead and wounded another 50 as 
Moscow on Sunday claimed to have thwarted Kyiv’s 
“terror attacks” on the homeland. The Ukrainian cap-
ital and other cities came under fire from missiles and 
Iranian-made drones. 

The Ukrainian air force said Sunday 45 Iranian-
made drones had been destroyed overnight. Thirteen 
were shot down at the end of 2022 and another 32 
after midnight, the air force said. Andriy Nebitov, the 
head of the Kyiv police, posted on Facebook a pic-
ture of wreckage of a downed drone that featured 
the words “Happy New Year” in Russian. 

“That is everything you need to know about the 
terror state and its army,” he wrote. Kyrylo 
Tymoshenko, deputy head of President Volodymyr 
Zelensky’s office, said two people died in Kyiv and 
the southern region of Kherson and 50 more, 
including children, were injured as a result of the 
Russian strikes. 

A 22-year-old woman was badly wounded in the 
western city of Khmelnytskyi and later died from her 
wounds, governor Sergiy Gamaliy. On New Year’s 
Eve, Russian artillery hit the village of 
Naddniprianske outside the southern city of 
Kherson, severely wounding a 13-year-old and his 
12-year-old sister, the Ukrainian presidency said. 

The Russian pounding also left the city of 
Kherson and the surrounding settlements without 
electricity on Saturday night, the presidency added. 
Russian forces in November withdrew from Kherson, 
the only regional capital that was held by Moscow, 
but has continued to batter the city ever since. 

In the eastern region of Donetsk, pro-Russian sep-
aratist authorities said Ukrainian shelling killed a civil-
ian in the town of Yasynuvata. The attacks came as 
President Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine enters 
its 11th month.  “Moral, historical rightness is on our 
side,” Putin declared as he delivered his midnight 
address standing among men and women dressed in 
military uniform. After a series of humiliating military 
defeats, Russia in October began targeting Ukraine’s 
infrastructure, leaving millions in the cold and dark. 

 
‘Terror attacks’  

Moscow said on Sunday its New Year attacks on 
Ukraine targeted the pro-Western country’s drone 
production. Russia’s defence ministry said a strike hit 
“the facilities of the military-industrial complex of 
Ukraine” which is involved in the production of drones. 
“Storage facilities and launch sites” for the drones have 
also been destroyed, the ministry said in a statement. 

“The aim of the strike was achieved,” the state-
ment said. “The plans of the Kyiv regime to carry out 
terror attacks against Russia in the near future have 
been thwarted.” Russia has accused Ukraine of tar-
geting its domestic military sites and infrastructure. 

Russian forces on Thursday shot down a drone 
near Engels, a base for Russia’s strategic aircraft, 
located hundreds of kilometres from the Ukraine 
border. Russia also said on Monday it downed a 
drone over Engels airfield and that falling debris 
killed three people. In early December, Moscow 
said Ukraine’s Soviet-made drones had attacked 
that base and another in the Ryazan region, leaving 
three people dead. The Engels drone raids were the 
deepest reported strikes into Russian territory 
since the start of Moscow’s offensive in Ukraine on 
February 24. —AFP 

BRASILIA: Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva is 
set to be inaugurated Sunday for a third 
term as Brazil’s president, in a ceremony 
snubbed by outgoing leader Jair 
Bolsonaro, underlining the deep divisions 
the veteran leftist inherits. The swearing-
in will cap a remarkable political come-
back for 77-year-old Lula, who returns 
to the presidential palace less than five 
years after being jailed on controversial, 
since-quashed corruption charges. 

In a sign of the scars that remain from 
Lula’s brutal election showdown with far-
right ex-army captain Bolsonaro in 
October, security will be exceptionally 
tight at the pomp-filled ceremony in 
Brasilia. Some 8,000 police have been 
deployed, after a Bolsonaro supporter 
was arrested last week for planting a 
tanker truck rigged with explosives near 
the capital’s airport, a plot he said aimed 
to “sow chaos” in the South American 
country. 

Bolsonaro himself left Brazil for the 
US state of Florida Friday-reportedly to 
avoid having to hand the presidential 
sash to his bitter enemy, as tradition dic-
tates. The snub has hardly dampened the 
party spirit for Lula and the 300,000 

people expected at the New Year’s Day 
ceremony and a massive celebration con-
cert that will feature acts ranging from 
samba legend Martinho da Vila to drag 
queen Pabllo Vittar. 

Thousands of Lula supporters from 
around the country formed massive lines 
to filter through the security cordon, 
belting out pro-Lula chants as they wait-
ed.  I’m excited beyond measure,” retired 
teacher Zenia Maria Soares Pinto, 71, told 
AFP after traveling 30 hours by bus from 
the southern state of Santa Catarina. 

“I have so much admiration for his 
humility, his commitment to ensuring the 
people live in dignity,” added Pinto, part 
of a crowd cheering for Lula outside the 
hotel where the ex-metalworker turned 
president was staying. Machine operator 
Valter Gildo, 46, called it a “historic day.” 

“Today marks the return of a working 
man to the presidential palace, someone 
who fights for social causes, for minori-
ties, against racism and homophobia, a 
person who represents Brazil,” he said. 

Foreign dignitaries including 19 heads 
of state will be in attendance as Lula, 
who previously led Brazi l  through a 
watershed boom from 2003 to 2010, 

takes the oath of office for a new four-
year term at 3:00 pm (1800 GMT). 

They include the presidents of a raft 
of Latin American countries, Germany, 
Portugal and the king of Spain. After 
being sworn in before Congress, Lula will 
travel by car-traditionally a black con-
vertible Rolls Royce, though officials said 
that could be changed for security rea-
sons-to the ultra-modern capital’s presi-
dential palace, the Planalto. 

There, he will walk up a ramp to the 
entrance and receive the gold- and dia-
mond-embroidered presidential sash. 
Organizers of the ceremony-led by first 
lady-to-be Rosangela “Janja” da Silva-
have kept secret who will give Lula the 
sash in Bolsonaro’s absence. It will be 
the first time since the end of Brazil’s 
1965-1985 military dictatorship that an 
incoming president does not receive the 
yellow-and-green sash from his prede-
cessor. 

 
Pressing to-do list  

Lula faces numerous urgent chal-
lenges for Latin America’s biggest econo-
my, which looks little like the commodi-
ties-fueled dynamo he led in the 2000s. 

They include rebooting economic 
growth, curbing rampant destruction of 
the Amazon rainforest and delivering on 
his ambitious agenda to fight poverty and 
inequality. 

Vice president-elect Geraldo Alckmin 
described the incoming administration’s 
task as “herculean.” Markets are mean-
while watching nervously how Lula will 
fund his promised social spending, given 
Brazi l ’s  overstretched government 
finances. 

Lula will face a Congress dominated 
by Bolsonaro’s conservative allies. In a 
sign of how polarized the country 
remains, far-right hardliners have been 
protesting outside army bases ever since 
Lula’s narrow runoff win on October 30, 
calling for a military intervention to keep 
him from taking power. 

The new president will have to act 
“assertively” in his first 100 days to show 
where “Lula Part Three” is headed, said 
political scientist Leandro Consentino. 
“His election win was very tight, and he’ll 
face a divided country and a combative 
opposition. He’ll have to lead a national 
unity government and restore the peace,” 
he said.  —AFP

‘Today marks the return of a working man to the presidential palace’

Lula returns as Brazil president

Former Pope  
Benedict’s German  
home in mourning 

 
MARKTL: When Kurt and Anna-Maria 
Spennesberger heard the news about former pope 
Benedict XVI’s death, they immediately got into 
their car and drove 200 kilometres to the former 
pontiff’s southern German birth town Marktl. They 
had to be at the small town bordering Austria for a 
special church service saying farewell to Benedict 
because “we knew Ratzinger personally,” said Kurt, 
71, using the ex-pope’s birth name. 

“We already had some personal conversations 
with him, meetings, and that was simply a very 
human, personal contact,” he added. Renate and 
Dane Cupic, 58 and 68, also travelled to Marktl 
from Austria, about 15 kilometres (10 miles) away, 
on hearing about Benedict’s demise. 

It was “very important” to be there to “say good-
bye”, said Dane. The small town in the southern 
region of Bavaria, with a population of around 2,800, 
is synonymous with Benedict. The house where the 
former pontiff was born in 1927 stands adjacent to the 
town hall, which itself is just a few steps away from St 
Oswald church where Benedict was baptised. 

Candles have been placed at the foot of the 
Benedict column which stands by the town hall, 
while a black ribbon hangs down from the flags of 
papal coat of arms at his birth house and at the 
church. Across Bavaria, flags at official buildings 
have also been ordered to fly at half-mast. “We are 
mourning our Bavarian pope,” said Markus Soeder, 
state premier of the region. 

 
‘Humorous’  

Hours after Benedict’s demise, cars began 
streaming into Marktl slowly as Catholics in the 
region travelled in to mourn one of their own. 
Benedict has always kept in touch with Bavaria-
where he taught at the university in the town of 
Regensburg between 1969 and 1977, and returned 

regularly to visit his brother, the leader of the 
cathedral choir. Speaking in Pentling, the district in 
Regensburg where Benedict once lived, his former 
gardener Robert Hofbauer described the ex-pontiff 
as someone who was always “nice and friendly to 
everyone, the entire neighbourhood”. 

Across Bavaria, church services planned for the 
last day of the year were turned into remembrance 
ceremonies for Benedict, including in Regensburg 
where the cathedral was packed with around 300 
people. One parishioner paying her respects, Hilde 
Eisenhut, reflected on “a link with him-he was 
Bavarian-I did my confirmation with him,” the 61-
year-old recounted. 

In Marktl, about 130 kilometres away, around 
200 people attended the service at St Oswald 
church, where a portrait of Benedict draped with 

black cloth stood next to a Christmas tree. Another 
was placed on the other side of the altar. During 
the service, Franz Haringer, who is theological 
director at Benedict’s birth-house-now a museum-
underlined the former pope’s “humorous side” and 
hailed him as a teacher of the faith. 

Many others present also had personal memo-
ries of the ex-pope, like Josef Oberhuber, 71, who 
recalled filming him during his visit in 2006. 
Oberhuber, a Marktl local, underlined the signifi-
cance of a pope hailing from the small town. “It 
was naturally a great event-such great joy,” he 
recalled. Another local, Karl Michael Nuck, 55, 
recalled Benedict blessing his daughter. “He was 
not pope yet but a cardinal. He took quite a few 
minutes even though it had not been planned, that 
was a very nice thing.”  —AFP

MARKTL: People attend a worship for late former Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI in the Catholic St Oswald church in his birth 
place Marktl, southern Germany.  —AFP


