
‘Year of Ukraine’ 
For some, 2022 was a year of Wordle,

the Great Resignation, a new Taylor
Swift album, an Oscar slap and billion-
aire meltdowns. It also saw the deaths of
Queen Elizabeth II, Brazilian football icon
Pele, Mikhail Gorbachev, Jiang Zemin
and Shinzo Abe. Former pope Benedict
XVI also died on New Year’s Eve. The

global population surpassed the historic
milestone of eight billion people in
November.

But 2022 is most likely to be remem-
bered for armed conflict returning to
Europe-a continent that was the crucible
of two world wars. “It was our year. Year
of Ukraine,” President Volodymyr
Zelensky said in his nightly address

Saturday, reflecting on his country’s war
effort throughout the year.

More than 300 days into Russia’s
botched invasion of Ukraine, about 7,000
civilians have been killed and 10,000
more injured, according to the Office of
the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights. About 16 million Ukrainians have
fled their homes. For those who remain,

an 11:00 pm to 5:00 am curfew will be in
place amid periodic blackouts and
Russian missile barrages.

The latest Russian strikes on Ukraine
Saturday claimed at least one more life
and wounded several others, said
Ukrainian officials, while an explosion
was heard in Kyiv just after the New
Year. “We do not know for sure what the
new year 2023 will bring us,” Zelensky
said, promising that Ukrainians would
fight on and offering a wish for “victory” in
2023. In Kyiv, filmmaker Yaroslav
Mutenko, 23, was defiant after a shell hit
the four-star Hotel Alfavito near his apart-
ment, insisting the blast would not stop
him from partying. “Our enemies, the
Russians, can destroy our calm but they
cannot destroy our spirit,” he said.

London fireworks 
There seemed to be a dulled appetite

for grand celebrations in Vladimir Putin’s
Russia. Moscow canceled its traditional
fireworks show, as Putin said in a New
Year’s address that “moral, historical
rightness” is on Russia’s side as the
country faces international condemnation
over the war. London was meanwhile
welcoming crowds to its official New
Year’s Eve fireworks display for the first
time since the pandemic.

One place that wasn’t joining in the
pyrotechnics was the English seaside
town of Scarborough, which called off its
display in order not to disturb “Thor” the
walrus, who recently appeared in the
harbor. Councilor Steve Siddons said the
town was disappointed, “but the welfare
of the walrus has to take precedence.”

Shadow of COVID 
The Middle East region welcomed

2023 with a traditional fireworks show
from the world’s tallest building, the 830-
meter (2,723-feet) Burj Khalifa in Dubai,
United Arab Emirates. Laser lights added
to the spectacle at the landmark, which

carried messages including “Hugging
again,” an apparent reference to the end
of COVID restrictions. However, China
begins 2023 battling a surge in COVID
infections.

But New Year’s Eve parties still went
on as planned, even as hospitals in the
world’s most populous nation have been
overwhelmed by an explosion of cases
following the decision to lift strict “zero-
COVID” rules. In Beijing revelers flocked
to clubs, music venues and bars, while
downtown Shanghai saw masked young-
sters celebrating in the streets near the
famed Bund waterfront, according to
social media videos.

Meanwhile in Wuhan, where COVID-
19 first emerged, large crowds set off
festive balloons in a central square as
the clock struck midnight. Chinese
President Xi Jinping told the country in a
televised New Year’s Eve address that,
despite the outbreak, “the light of hope is
right in front of us”.— AFP

Monday, January 2, 2023

F e a t u r e

Established 1961 13
L i f e s t y l e

This photograph taken on January 1, 2023 shows fireworks over the
Selamat Datang (Welcome) Monument during New Year celebrations at
the Hotel Indonesia roundabout in Jakarta.

This aerial photo taken on December 31, 2022, shows fireworks lighting up the sky over the Xiyou World theme park ahead of the new year in
Huaian, in China’s eastern Jiangsu province.

People look at fireworks launching from the
building of Old Mutual Tower to celebrate the
new year in Nairobi on January 1, 2023. 

This photograph taken on January 1, 2023 shows a fireworks show over Wat Arun
Buddhist temple on the Chao Phraya River during New Year celebrations in
Bangkok.

Fireworks are seen early on New Year’s day in front of the
Alps mountains’ Northern Range (Nordkette) near
Innsbruck, Austria, early on January 1, 2023.

New Year’s Eve fireworks light up the sky over the Sydney Opera House (left) and Harbour Bridge
during the fireworks display in Sydney on January 1, 2023.

Fireworks explode over the Kremlin in Moscow during New Year celebrations, on January 1, 2020. Fireworks explode in the sky over the Ortakoy Mosque by
the July 15 Martyrs’ Bridge during the New Year’s celebra-
tions, in Istanbul on January 1, 2020. 

Confetti fills the air to mark the beginning of the new year,
in Times Square, New York City, on January 1, 2023. 

People wear 2023 glasses while awaiting the ball drop on New Years Eve, in Times Square, New York City, on December
31, 2022. 

People celebrate the new year with fireworks on a bech in Houhai, in Sanya in China’s southern
Hainan province on January 1, 2023.

Fireworks explode over the Acropolis in Athens early on January 1,
2023 during a New year celebrations.


