
Rashford hits United  
winner at Wolves  
after benching 

 
WOLVERHAMPTON: Erik ten Hag insisted 
Marcus Rashford was back in favour after the 
Manchester United forward responded to his 
benching for missing a team meeting with the late 
strike that clinched a 1-0 win at Wolves on Saturday. 

United manager Ten Hag sprang a pre-match 
surprise when he revealed Rashford had been 
dropped because of an “internal disciplinary” issue 
that broke “our rules”. The 25-year-old had been in 
excellent form this season and also scored three 
goals for England at the World Cup, so United fans 
were startled to learn of his demotion. 

But Rashford’s exile only lasted until half-time 
when he was sent on by Ten Hag in a move that 
proved the catalyst for United to seal their fifth 
successive win in all competitions. Rashford 
looked determined to prove Ten Hag was wrong to 
drop him as he rampaged through the Wolves 
defence to score his 11th goal in all competitions 
this season and his third in three appearances 
since the World Cup. 

In a post-match television interview, Rashford 
said he was disappointed to be left out after missing 
the meeting because he over-slept. But both Ten 
Hag and Rashford appear ready to bury the hatchet 
and move on. 

“We draw a line under it and move on. I was a lit-
tle bit late for a meeting. I overslept but it can hap-
pen,” Rashford said. “Obviously it’s team rules. I 
made a mistake. That can happen. I’m obviously dis-
appointed not to play but I understand the decision 
and I’m happy we managed to win anyway. I think 
I’m in a good place.” 

Ten Hag added: “It’s good after the decision. I 
think it happens often. Coming in he was bright, live-
ly, he scored a goal and that is the right reaction,” 
Ten Hag said. “Of course (that is the end of the mat-
ter). Everyone has to match the rules. This is the 
right answer.” 

United climbed into fourth place in the Premer 
League, two points above Tottenham who have a 
game in hand, as they bid to qualify for next season’s 
Champions League. “I was not happy at half-time 
and I told them with this attitude they will not win 
this game and everyone had to give 10 percent 
more,” Ten Hag said. 

Julen Lopetegui’s Wolves remain in the relegation 
zone after the Spaniard’s first defeat in three games 
since replacing the sacked Bruno Lage. Having 
come in to replace Rashford, Alejandro Garnacho 
should have put United ahead in the 16th minute 
when he pounced on Nelson Semedo’s woeful 
backpass. 

Garnacho has earned rave reviews for his impres-

sive form this season, but the 18-year-old Argentine 
showed a lack of composure to shoot straight at 
Jose Sa. 

Immediate impact  
Rashford was introduced for Garnacho at the 

start of the second half and made an immediate 
impact, setting up Bruno Fernandes for a blocked 
shot that was grabbed by Sa before Antony could 
apply the finishing touch. 

In a rare Wolves threat, Ruben Neves’ 25-yard 
free-kick curled over the United wall and forced a 
fine save from David De Gea. But United finally 
made the breakthrough in the 76th minute. Taking 
possession wide on the left flank, Rashford played a 
one-two with Fernandes and showed his desire by 
holding off the Wolves defence before drilling a low 
shot past Sa from six yards. 

Ten Hag’s fist-pumping celebration suggested 
Rashford was no longer persona non grata. 
Rashford thought he had scored again moments lat-
er, but this time his close-range finish was disal-
lowed for a clear handball. 

An eventful afternoon for Rashford also featured 
a yellow card for kicking the ball away to waste time 
in the closing minutes. That was one indiscretion Ten 
Hag might be willing to overlook after his match-
winning contribution. 

In a dramatic denouement, Wolves striker Raul 
Jimenez almost stole Rashford’s thunder with a pow-
erful stoppage-time header, but De Gea parried to 
preserve the points. —AFP
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BARCELONA: Barcelona stumbled in the Spanish 
title race with a 1-1 draw against rivals Espanyol in a 
bad-tempered Catalan derby on Saturday, levelling 
Real Madrid at the top of La Liga. The duelling 
Spanish giants have 38 points each from 15 games, 
nine ahead of third-place Real Sociedad, who beat 
Osasuna 2-0 later on Saturday. 

Xavi’s Barcelona threw away the two-point advan-
tage they had earned before the World Cup break, 
with Joselu’s penalty pegging Barcelona back after 
Marcos Alonso’s opener. Both teams finished with 10 
men as Jordi Alba and Vinicius Souza were sent off, 
with referee Mateu Lahoz allowing the game to spiral 
out of control at Camp Nou. 

“The draw is our fault, we can talk about the refer-
ee and other things but they are our mistakes,” said 
Xavi. “I think Mateu is a referee who controls games 
but today it got away from him in my opinion, he let 
the game get totally out of control.” 

“(But) I don’t blame him for anything, the fault is 
ours. We lowered our intensity.” The teams were at 
loggerheads before a ball  was kicked because 
Barcelona started Robert Lewandowski, who had 
been banned before a late court ruling allowed him 
to play. 

The forward, due to miss three league matches, 
was only allowed to feature thanks to a controversial 
decision announced on Friday, suspending his punish-
ment. It greatly angered Espanyol, whose president 
and directors boycotted the match, while Barca coach 
Xavi admitted his team had prepared all week expect-
ing to be without the division’s top goalscorer. The 
Spanish football federation said in a statement on 
Saturday they could not override the court’s decision.  

Fiery derby  
Lewandowski was not at his best but Barcelona took 

the lead after just seven minutes with Alonso capitalising 
on shoddy set-piece defending from Espanyol to head 
home. The former Chelsea defender, deployed as a cen-
tre-back, should have doubled his tally but sent Alba’s 
cross wide from point-blank range. 

Espanyol’s only chance of the first half came when 
Nico Melamed had a shot deflected wide of Marc-
Andre ter Stegen’s far post, with the hosts looking com-
fortable. “We wanted to leave with a win, to leave as 
leaders,” said Sergi Roberto. 

“We had a very good first half, we lacked the goal to 
kill the game. In the second half there were a lot of 
cards, sendings off and the game stopped a lot.” 
Barcelona faded after the break with wingers Ansu Fati 
and Raphinha struggling to create danger. 

The visitors, 16th, weren’t particularly threatening 
either but won a penalty after Alonso tangled with 
Joselu in the area, and the forward dispatched it down 
the middle. Lahoz, racking up the bookings, sent off 
Alba for two in quick succession, before dismissing both 
Souza, for a foul, and Leandro Cabrera for a clash with 
Lewandowski seconds later. 

However he cancelled the latter dismissal after 
watching the incident again with VAR, and Barcelona 
could not find a winner in the nine minutes added on. 
Xavi also received a booking from Lahoz for complain-
ing from the sidelines late on, and the official left the 
stadium to jeers and whistles from the home fans. 

“These games are very hard to referee, what’s 
important is the result,” said Joselu. “There were a lot of 
interruptions because there were a lot of fouls, but we 
had to make sure that we played our game.” Real 

Sociedad earned a solid victory over Osasuna to show 
they can compete for a Champions League place this 
season. 

Veteran playmaker David Silva pulled the strings for 

La Real and Brais Mendes opened the scoring in the 
first half. Alexander Sorloth doubled their lead after the 
break and Mikel Oyarzabal made his return from a knee 
injury he suffered in March as a substitute.—AFP 

BARCELONA: Barcelona’s Spanish defender Alejandro Balde jumps over Espanyol’s Spanish defender Aleix Vidal during the 
Spanish League football match between FC Barcelona and RCD Espanyol at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona.  —AFP

Barcelona drop points in  
heated Catalan derby

Both teams finished with 10 men as Jordi, Vinicius were sent off

Arabian Gulf Cup...  
53 years of football  
legacy in region  

 
KUWAIT: The Arabian Gulf Cup is one of the 
most prominent sporting events in the region and 
has drawn a large audience and strong competition 
since its inception, remarkably developing at all 
technical, organizing and media levels. The tourna-
ment initially began in 1970 with the participation 
of only four teams, namely Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar, then the number increased to 
five teams in the second tournament and to six 
teams in the third tourney.  

In 1976, the tournament witnessed an increase in 
the number of teams to seven, and with the evolu-
tion of the Gulf Cup, the number of participating 
teams in (Gulf 17) reached eight teams with the 
addition of Yemen. Kuwait was crowned as champi-
on in the first four tournaments in a row, 1970, 
1972, 1974 and 1976. In 1979, the Kuwaiti domi-
nance over the tournament was broken with Iraq 
winning the cup it hosted. The UAE hosted the 
sixth cup in 1982 with participation of the seven 
countries.  

Kuwait came back and retained the title. In 1984, 
Oman hosted the seventh version of the cup. The 

Iraqis returned home as champions. Kuwait won 
the title in 1986, where the eighth cup was held in 
Bahrain. Saudi Arabia hosted the ninth tournament 
in 1988. Iraq won the cup for third time. In 1990, 
Kuwait hosted the competition and won the title. 
Iraq withdrew from the tourney. Qatar hosted the 
Cup in 1992, which saw the Iraqi team’s absence 
and hosts Qatar winning the title for the very first 
time. In 1994, the UAE hosted the cup and the 
Saudi team won the title for the first time since the 
tournament kicked off.  

The 13th tournament was held in Oman in 1996 
and Kuwait came back to the podium and clinched 
its eighth title. In 1998, Kuwait also won the cup, 
which was held in Bahrain. In 2002, Saudi Arabia 
hosted the cup and won its second title. Kuwait’s 
2003 tournament saw Saudi Arabia continuing as 
champion. Qatar’s 2004 tournament, which wit-
nessed the participation of eight teams for first 
time, saw Qatar winning the title for second time.  

In 2007, the UAE hosted the tournament and 
won the title for first time. Yemen, the new team to 
be included in the tournament, hosted the 2010 
cup. Kuwait won the title for tenth time. Bahrain’s 
2013 tournament saw the UAE winning the title for 
second time. In 2014, Qatar snatched its third title 
in the tournament held in Saudi Arabia. In 2017, 
Kuwait hosted the 23rd Gulf Cup. Oman won the 
title for first time in its history. Bahrain won its first 
title in Qatar in 2019. The 25th Gulf Cup will be 
held in Iraq’s southern province of Basra from 
January 6-19, 2023.  —KUNA

WOLVERHAMPTON: Manchester United’s English striker 
Marcus Rashford scores a second goal, but it is disallowed 
for handball after a VAR (Video Assistant Referee) review 
during the English Premier League football match between 
Wolverhampton Wanderers and Manchester United at the 
Molineux stadium in Wolverhampton. —AFP

US soccer owes  
almost everything  
to ‘King’ Pele 

 
ROBBINSVILLE: US footballer Bobby Smith does 
not hold back his tears when paying tribute to “King” 
Pele: the rise of the game in the United States owes 
almost everything to the Brazilian legend, says his for-
mer New York Cosmos teammate. 

Still athletic at 71, Robert “Bobby” Smith spoke to 
AFP at his training center for budding players, the Bob 
Smith Soccer Academy, in his native New Jersey. At the 
edge of the indoor synthetic fields where children train, 
Smith, who was a top defender in his younger days, 
gazes fondly at a giant poster of him and Pele, who 
died Thursday of cancer at the age of 82. 

Smith, a professional player in Philadelphia in the 
1970s, signed in 1976 with the New York Cosmos for 
$100,000. Pele, coming out of semi-retirement at 34, 
had signed a year earlier for at least 10 times that 
amount and would lead the Cosmos to the 1977 
North American soccer championship, with 31 goals 
in 56 games. Smith is an ardent, lifelong fan of Pele. As 
a young boy, he said he “never thought for a second 
that we’d be on the same team.” The thought brings a 
smile to his face even today. 

 
‘Like little kids’  

Pele was key in attracting an array of other talent to 

the Cosmos team: After American goalie Bob Rigby, 
recruited at the same time as Smith, came Italian 
Giorgio Chinaglia, German Franz Beckenbauer and 
Brazilian Carlos Alberto. 

“It’s almost like we were little kids every day when 
we were around him,” Smith says. He is moved to tears 
as he stands before a photo of Pele’s last match, in late 
1977, when the star reached out to affectionately touch 
the younger man’s cheek. 

He was a surprisingly humble man, says Smith, “just 
so kind to everybody. He had no big ego.” Pele, who 
was born Edson Arantes do Nascimento, “was a great 
teammate, and he cared about his teammates, all of us. 
He wasn’t just a superstar.” 

And yet Pele was undisputedly one of the world’s 
greatest sports superstars, the only player in history to 
win three World Cups (in 1958, 1962 and 1970). The 
global icon hung up his boots for good after a friendly 
match at New York’s Giants Stadium in October 1977 
between Cosmos and his old Brazilian club Santos. 

But he was already “the biggest influence on soccer 
in this country” in its still faltering early days in the 
1970s and ‘80s, Smith says.  

 
‘Legitimacy’  

“Him coming here just brought so much, like, legiti-
macy to the sport. You know, people started wanting to 
watch it. And he brought all the stars to the game,” 
Smith said, referring to foreign standouts like Johan 
Cruyff, Bobby Moore and George Best. “He played 
New York and it was 70,000 people” who came to 
watch. “We wouldn’t have the national program we have 
without Pele coming here. Not even close. (We) would 
be years and years behind,” Smith says. —AFP 


