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News in brief

KPTC’s electric buses could take 
Kuwait closer to its climate goals

Gazans risk death at sea 
dreaming of life in Europe2 As Saudi woman at the wheel, 

Akeel carries extra baggage13 Ronaldo gets rapturous 
welcome at Saudi club166

KUWAIT REACHES THE STARS
KU and KFAS collaborate to launch Kuwait’s first satellite into space 

By Khaled Al-Abdulhadi 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s first satellite was successfully 
launched into space on Tuesday in what was hailed 
as a milestone effort in setting up the country’s 
space industry. “Kuwait Sat-1” was launched 
onboard the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from Cape 
Canaveral in Florida, in an endeavor undertaken by 
Kuwait University and funded by the Kuwait 
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences. The 
launch was the culmination of diligent work over the 
course of the past three years, aiming to bring 
Kuwait’s space ambitions to fruition.  

The launch was monitored through a ground 
reception station, which will receive information 
from imagery collected by the satellite. The station 
is located in Sabah Al-Salem Science City in the 
university’s campus. A large number of officials and 
attendees watched the launch of the rocket that car-
ried the satellite into space. “This is a national proj-
ect within the framework of Kuwait’s 2035 vision to 
establish national staff, as we aim to develop the 
scientific field in Kuwait,” Acting Director of Kuwait 
University Dr Suad Al-Fadhli said.  

“Our ambitions have reached the sky with the 
efforts of our youth, and I am honored to witness 
this achievement and all efforts spent in avoiding 
obstacles. Today is a historic day for Kuwait, fully 
accomplished by Kuwaiti efforts that will record a 
milestone for Kuwait’s presence in the space field,” 
Dean of Kuwait University’s College of Science 
Mohammed bin Sabt said. 

“We are the national team for the first satellite of 
Kuwait. It is a completely Kuwaiti project with the 
sponsorship of local institutions, with 45 of our 
young students. Our goal is to build national 

Continued on Page 6 
KUWAIT: Attendees watch a screen displaying live footage of the first Kuwaiti satellite (Kuwait Sat-1) launching from Florida at Kuwait University on Jan 3, 
2023. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 3)

MoI installs new traffic cameras  
 
KUWAIT: The interior 
ministry’s traffic depart-
ment announced the 
installation of new traffic 
cameras with improved 
features to detect over 
speeding, running red 
lights, illegal U-turns and 
stopping in yellow box 
junctions, as well as 
using the phone while driving and failure to 
fasten seatbelts.

Ramadan from March 23, Eid April 21 
 
KUWAIT: Astronomer Adel Al-Marzouq said 
the holy month of Ramadan is forecast to 
begin on March 23 and last for 29 days. “Fajr 
prayer will be at 4:30 am and Maghrib will be 
at 6:01 pm, or a fast of 13 hours and 31 minutes 
on the first day of Ramadan,” he said. It is 
forecast Eid al-Fitr prayers will be on Friday, 
April 21 at 5:31 am.

No bank heists in Denmark 
 
COPENHAGEN: Denmark has recorded its 
first year without bank robberies, as the use of 
cold hard cash has dwindled in recent years, 
the country’s finance workers union said. The 
increasingly cashless society has led banks to 
dial down their cash services, the union said, 
leaving little potential loot for robbers. — AFP 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Nawaf Al-Sabah, accompanied by some ministers on 

Tuesday, held talks with lawmakers on expanding 
cooperation, but the government informed MPs that 
purchasing citizens’ consumer and personal loans is 
expensive. The government said the meeting was 
positive and fruitful, but MPs were divided on the 
outcome of the first such meeting, with some praising 
its results and others saying it did not achieve much. 

The meeting, called by the prime minister, dis-
cussed outstanding issues between the government 
and the National Assembly, including purchasing 
loans, amnesty for political prisoners and others with 
the aim to reduce differences between the two bod-
ies. A majority of MPs say the prime minister is a 

reformist, but are increasingly becoming discontent 
with the lack or slow process of performance by his 
government.  

Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Ammar Al-
Ajmi, himself an elected MP, said the meeting was 
“very excellent” and that the government will take 
into account queries and remarks made by lawmak-
ers. He added that the government came to the meet-
ing seeking cooperation with the Assembly, and this 
meeting won’t be the last. Ajmi said that the issue of 
consumer loans for Kuwaiti citizens was discussed in 
general terms, but details were not discussed.  
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JERUSALEM: Zionist minister and Jewish Power party 
chief Itamar Ben-Gvir walks through the courtyard of 
the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound on Jan 3, 2023. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates were among nations to con-
demn a visit Tuesday by the Zionist entity’s 
extreme-right new national security minister to 
Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque compound. The move 
by firebrand Itamar Ben-Gvir has enraged 
Palestinians, while the United States warned of 

steps which may harm the status quo. 
Kuwait’s foreign ministry strongly denounced the 

Zionist minister’s storming of the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
compound. In a statement Tuesday, the ministry 
stressed that this act provokes the feelings of 
Muslims, violates international legitimacy resolu-
tions and comes within the framework of the Zionist 
occupation authorities’ continuous attempts to 
change the historical and legal status quo in 
Jerusalem and its sanctities. The ministry also urged 
the international community to act immediately and 
put an end to such acts. 

Meanwhile, Zionist forces killed a child in the 
West Bank city of Bethlehem on Tuesday, the 
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Handout image provided on Jan 3, 2023 shows a black-and-white image of the 
Moon’s surface and Earth taken by South Korean lunar orbiter Danuri. — AFP 

SEOUL: South Korea’s first-ever lunar 
orbiter Danuri has sent black-and-white 
photos of the Moon’s surface and Earth, 
the national space center said Tuesday. 
Danuri - a portmanteau of the Korean 
words for “Moon” and “enjoy” - was 
launched on a SpaceX rocket from the 
United States in August 2022 and 
entered lunar orbit last month. 

Its images - taken between Dec 24 
and Jan 1 — show the lunar surface and 
Earth, and were shot from less than 120 
km over the Moon, the Korea 
Aerospace Research Institute (KARI) 
said in a statement. The images and 
videos will be “used to select potential 
sites for a Moon landing in 2032,” it 
added. Danuri is circling the Moon 
every two hours, the center said. 

The orbiter will begin its scientific 
mission next month, which includes map-
ping and analyzing lunar terrain, and 
measuring magnetic strength and gamma 
rays.  It will also test experimental “space 
internet” technology by transmitting 
photos and videos to Earth. — AFP 

Lunar orbiter 
sends pics of 
Earth, Moon


