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KUWAIT: Many Kuwaitis with visual impairment
cope with their condition quite well, guided by their
enlightened hearts, counting on other senses and
various technical and computer systems. Great
credit for aiding this segment of people goes to the
French Luis Braille who had invented the Braille lan-
guage that enabled the sightless people to be much
more involved in various fields, productively inter-
acting with others. 

Abdullah Al-Othaina is a 19-year-old Kuwaiti
who is challenging the impairment, aspiring to mas-
ter computer sciences and cyber security despite
some obstacles. In addition to his studies in English
literature and linguistics, Al-Othaina had been
enrolled in many courses in computer sciences and
programs, revealing, “I am now in the last phase of
posting additional programs to the global site,
Access NVDA, for the blind. I am also designing a
personal aid application identical to Siri system that
had been designed for Apple and Amazon, which I
will develop for written and vocal conversation,” he
said, adding that he has done successful initial tests. 

Al-Othaina also said that he had contributed to
working out an application for currency conversion
and games for the blind. As to his condition, the 19-
year-old national said he had lost sightedness at

birth due to the gene, 1RPGRIP, adding that scien-
tific researches indicate that a treatment to his con-
dition might be found in the future. Describing his
condition, Al-Othaina has said that he only sees
glimpses of light. “The picture reaches the eye but
not the brain however I have faith that someday I
will be able to see,” he said. His fellow citizen,
Humoud Mohammad Al-Hojailan, says he is follow-
ing steps of the late Kuwaiti astronomer, Saleh Al-
Ojairi. Al-Hojailan started to develop interest in cli-
matic issues since childhood when his father, a
shepherd, used to talk a lot about weather forecast,
creating special forms of thunders in his imagina-
tion. In 2021, he recalled, the meteorology authori-
ties gave him some weather monitoring devices,
thus he had successfully recoded win speed, direc-
tion, humidity levels and climatic pressure in Al-
Sabbahiya where he had lived. 

He had also co-established Salem Al-Jalawi
Meteorological Center, documented information
about snow falls in Kuwait in January 2016 and
served as member in the Kuwait and the Gulf mete-
orological network. Al-Hojailan has added that he
aspires to set up meteorological monitors through-
out Kuwait to aid the state in observing the climate.
A third special challenge case is that of Abdulaziz
Al-Otaibi, who is particularly attracted to poetry
and philosophy. Al-Otaibi who lost seeing ability
accidentally, three months ago, during a surgery can
visualize colors and shapes more than his two peers,
evidently. His impairment has not left him slack or

complacent for he has taken part in the volunteering
“resalat mufaheh” that promote causes of persons
of special needs, pledging to convey their demands
to state officials. 

“I aspire to acquire a PhD and raise the name of
my country Kuwait aloft for it has given me much
and I will seek to work as a professor at Kuwait
University by Allah’s will,” he said. Kuwait first
adopted the Braille system in 1947, established a
special section for the blind at the religious acade-
my, founded the girls’ school for the blind in 1956. In
1958, the ministry of education established a special
publishing house for this segment, the Braille system
is available at some educational centers, schools
and societies throughout Kuwait. — KUNA
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News in brief

One killed and two 
injured in accident

KUWAIT: One person was killed and two oth-
ers were injured in an accident involving three
vehicles including two cars and a motorcycle
on Tuesday, the Kuwait Fire Force announced
on Tuesday. “The central command station of
KFF has received a tip about the accident that
occurred on Fahaheel Expressway and teams
from Qurain fire station were dispatched to the
scene of the accident,” the KFF added. 

Arab expat tries to 
torch police car

KUWAIT: An Iraqi expat attempted to torch a
police patrol car near Jahra police station
dousing it with gasoline. However, the expat
himself caught fire in the process and he
entered the police station seeking help. The fire
was put out as well as the fire on the police car.
The Iraqi was taken to hospital under a heavy
guard. The police station had received a call
earlier in the week threatening to burn it.

The three Kuwaiti students

Kuwait keeps tight 
control on drug 
trade and dealings 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti authorities maintain tight con-
trol over prescriptions and trade in drugs particu-
larly stimulating medicines. Dr Mariam Al-Yassin,
the director of medicines inspection at the Ministry
of Health (MoH),  said in a statement to KUNA that
preserving safety and effectiveness of the medical
products is ensured by the health system for
patients’ safety and holding offenders at health
facilities and pharmacies. 

She said up to 2,804 penalties were issued
against private pharmacies between January and
November 2022.  Most of the cases involved insuffi-
cient data in medical prescription papers, unsafe
storage and expiry of the pharmacist practice per-

mit. Dr. Al-Yassin indicated at the prime role of the
supervision division for medicines and mental drugs’
permits that keeps inventories and other detailed
information about the stored medicines, namely the
stimulating drugs. The division along with other rele-
vant units follow up on the chain that begins with
importation and ends with distribution to the local
market; according to laws 48/1887 and 74/1983 that
covers regulations for mental drugs trade and pre-
scriptions. Assigned inspectors, once the products
are taken out of depots, examine standard compati-
bility with reference to the MoH records. 

An offense is reported to the undersecretary of
the medicines supervision division, pending referral
to the public prosecution. Dr Al-Yassin revealed
that there were 4,043 offenses in the private med-
ical sector between 2020 and November 2022,
compared with 1,134 ones in 2020. She added that
between 2020 and November 2022, penalties in the
public sector reached 343. Last year, there were 80
irregularities, including 20 cases of mishandling of
the stimulating drugs in the public sector. — KUNA

Kuwait, GCC dairy 
firms seek hike in 
prices of products
KUWAIT: The Commerce and Industry Ministry
has received memos from local and GCC dairy
companies seeking to raise the prices of their prod-
ucts due to the spike in costs in accordance with

neighboring countries.
“The first request was by a GCC country, but

other regional companies soon followed, as the min-
istry is about to study these requests during this
month. The ministry will review the requests to raise
the prices of products as well as other requests
including the ceiling put forth during the COVID
pandemic in 2020,” sources revealed to Kuwait
Times. “The ministry is of the view that the requests
are logical as global prices have increased after the
COVID pandemic and the start of the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine,” the sources added.
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KUWAIT: Container vessel Portland Charleston is seen anchored off Kuwait. —Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh 


