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SAMARA: Mourners gather to lay flowers in memory of more than 60 Russian soldiers that Russia says were killed in a Ukrainian strike on Russian-controlled territory, in Samara.  —AFP

 

Tears, anger at  
Paris funeral for  
shooting victims 

 
VILLIERS-LE-BEL: Thousands of Kurds from 
across Europe travelled to the Paris suburbs Tuesday 
for the politically charged funeral of three of their 
own killed in a December attack in the French capital. 
Buses were chartered to bring people from across 
France and some neighbouring countries to the cere-
mony in Villiers-le-Bel, north of Paris, local sources 
said. Tears and cries of “Martyrs live forever!” greet-
ed the coffins, wrapped in the flags of the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) and the Kurdish-controlled 
Rojava territory in northern Syria. 

The huge crowd followed the funeral on giant 
screens erected in the car park, showing the coffins 
surrounded by wreaths beneath a portrait of impris-
oned PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan. Police and security 
volunteers were on duty outside the hall hired for 
Tuesday’s proceedings. A xenophobic gunman, 
William Malet, killed two men and one woman in a 
December 23 attack on the Ahmet Kaya community 
centre in Paris’s 10th district. 

His victims were Abdurrahman Kizil, singer and 
political refugee Mir Perwer and Emine Kara, a 
leader of the Movement of Kurdish Women in France. 
Arrested after the shootings and formally charged on 
December 26, 69-year-old Malet told investigators 
he had a “pathological” hatred for foreigners and 
wanted to “murder migrants”, prosecutors said. 

 
Distrust of Turkey  

Malet, a retired train driver, had a violent criminal his-
tory and had just left detention over a previous incident. 
But many Kurds in France’s 150,000-strong community 
refuse to believe he acted alone, calling his actions a “ter-
rorist” attack and pointing the finger at Turkey. 

Tuesday’s funeral recalled another held at the 
same spot almost exactly 10 years ago after three 
Kurdish activists linked to the PKK were shot dead, 
also in Paris’ 10th district. The Turkish suspect in the 
killings, believed to have had ties to Ankara’s secret 
services, died of cancer in pre-trial detention. 

More recently, an April attack in which men were 
beaten with iron bars at a Kurdish cultural centre in 
eastern French city Lyon was blamed on members of 
the Turkish ultra-nationalist Grey Wolves group, 
which has since been banned. The PKK, which has 
waged an almost four decade armed struggle for 
greater rights for Turkey’s Kurdish minority, is cate-
gorised as a terror group by Ankara, Europe and the 
United States. Its leader Ocalan is serving a life sen-
tence on a prison island off Istanbul after being cap-
tured by Turkish agents in Kenya in 1999. —AFP 

SAMARA: Mourners voiced grief and 
anger on Tuesday at a rare public com-
memoration in Russia for the scores of 
soldiers killed by a Ukrainian strike on 
New Year’s Eve. In a rare admission, 
Russia on Monday said 63 servicemen 
were killed when a temporary deployment 
point was struck in Makiivka in a part of 
eastern Ukraine held by pro-Moscow 
separatists since 2014. 

Ukraine has taken responsibility for the 
strike and says the toll is much higher. 
Some 200 people laid roses and wreaths 
in a central square in the city of Samara-
where some of the servicemen came from-
as an Orthodox priest recited a prayer. 

Soldiers also fired a gun salute at the 
commemoration, where some of the 
mourners could be seen holding flags for 
President Vladimir Putin’s United Russia 
party. “It’s very tough, it’s scary. But we 
cannot be broken. Grief unites,” Ekaterina 
Kolotovkina, head of a group of army 
spouses, said at the ceremony. Local 
media reported similar gatherings in other 

parts of the Samara region. 
 

‘Criminally naive’ 
The deaths immediately sparked 

heavy online criticism in Russia of the 
army’s senior command, including from 
nationalist commentators favourable to 
Russia’s military intervention. Russian 
military correspondents, who have gained 
influence in recent months, said hundreds 
could have been ki l led and accused 
Russia’s top commanders of not learning 
from past mistakes. 

The outrage has been amplified by 
reports that many of the victims were 
reservists who were recently mobilised 
into the army. There have also been 
reports that the servicemen were quar-
tered next to a munitions depot which 
exploded in the strike and that some had 
been able to use their Russian mobile 
phones-giving away their location to 
Ukrainian forces. 

“What conclusions will be drawn? 
Who wil l  be punished?” Mikhai l 

Matveyev, a member of the Russian par-
liament representing Samara, wrote on 
social  media. The Telegram account 
Rybar, which has around a million follow-
ers, said it was “criminally naive” for the 
army to store ammunition next to sleep-
ing quarters. 

Putin has yet to react to the Makiivka 
strike, which comes during a holiday sea-
son before Orthodox Christmas which 
many Russians spend with their families.  

 
Call for revenge  

At the gathering in Samara, 
Kolotovkina, the wife of a general, said 
she had asked her husband to “avenge” 
the victims. “We will crush the enemy 
together. We are left with no choice,” she 
told mourners. 

The defence ministry said the strike 
was carried out by Himars rocket systems 
supplied to Ukraine by the United States. 
These systems have allowed Ukrainian 
forces to strike much deeper into Russian-
held territory and have been credited for a 

series of battlefield reversals for Russia in 
recent months. 

Ukraine meanwhile said it had faced 
waves of Russian drone and missi le 
attacks since New Year’s Eve, mainly 
target ing energy and other  cr i t ica l 
infrastructure. President Volodymyr 
Zelensky on Monday said the army had 
shot down 80 Iranian-made drones on 
Sunday and Monday. 

But the hardest fighting is going on 
around the city of Bakhmut in eastern 
Ukraine-a location with little strategic 
importance that Russian forces led by the 
mercenary group Wagner have been try-
ing to capture for months. 

Wagner chief Yevgeny Prigozhin, a 
businessman close to Putin, admitted in an 
interview that the fighting was tough and 
claimed that Ukrainian forces had turned 
“each house into a fortress”. Prigozhin 
told Russian news agency Ria-Novosti in 
the interview on Tuesday that his men 
were sometimes fighting “several weeks 
for a single house”.  —AFP

Deaths sparked heavy online criticism in Russia of the army’s senior command

Russian anger over deadly Ukraine strike

US lawmakers pick  
leader in high-wire  
political thriller 

 
WASHINGTON: US Republican leader Kevin 
McCarthy was a simple up-or-down vote from realiz-
ing his dream of becoming one of the country’s top 
statesmen on Tuesday-in a cliffhanger worthy of TV 
drama “House of Cards” that could as easily end with 
his career in tatters. 

The California congressman is vying for the speak-
ership of the House of Representatives and needs a 
simple majority — 218 votes if every lawmaker shows 
up-as the lower chamber of Congress opens for the 
new term. 

Having failed in a previous bid, McCarthy has 
long coveted the role of Washington’s top legisla-
tor, the parliamentary and political leader who pre-
sides over House business and is second in line to 
the presidency. 

Yet in the best traditions of the political thriller, 
there will be intrigue until the credits roll, with the 
threadbare 222 Republican majority opening the path 
for a potential rearguard action from anti-McCarthy 
spoilers. Six House Republicans-enough to keep 
McCarthy from securing the gavel-have come out 
against him, with three saying they are a firm “no” and 
the rest “almost certainly” opposed. 

McCarthy withdrew from the speaker race in 2015 
amid a number of blunders and a right-wing revolt. In 
a sign of his continuing propensity to divide rather 
than unify, far right flamethrower Marjorie Taylor 
Greene and her normally close ally Matt Gaetz had 
dueling columns in the conservative Daily Caller 
before Christmas. “Every single Republican in 
Congress knows that Kevin does not actually believe 
anything. He has no ideology,” Gaetz wrote. Greene, 
who is believed to have been offered considerable 
influence in return for her backing, retorted that 
McCarthy’s opponents were lying “when they claim a 
consensus House Speaker candidate will emerge.” 

 
Cloak and dagger  

If the 57-year-old former storekeeper falls short, 
the process continues to a second ballot, probably 
also on Tuesday, and McCarthy’s critics get the 
chance to put forward different candidates. No credi-

ble alternative has been floated publicly, although the 
most obvious would be House Whip Steve Scalise, a 
loyal McCarthy deputy who has nevertheless been 
clear that he has ambitions of his own. 

One roadblock to McCarthy’s anointment has been 
the perception among detractors on his party’s far 
right that he is insufficiently loyal to Republican for-
mer president and 2024 election candidate Donald 
Trump. The California Republican has tried to ingrati-
ate himself with the “Never Kevin” crowd, bowing to 
calls for intensive investigations of Democrats. 

McCarthy, who defied a subpoena from the House 
panel probing the 2021 assault on the Capitol, has 
promised investigations of President Joe Biden’s fami-
ly and administration, as well as of the FBI and CIA. 

But the more he is seen as giving away the 
store to critics on the right, the more likely he is to 
alienate moderates, sparking open war between 
Senate and House Republicans, where there is 
already little love lost. 

Several of the lawmakers withholding support from 

McCarthy said the House should block bills from 
Republican senators who voted for the $1.7 trillion 
government funding bill that passed before Christmas. 
In a sign of the leverage they hold over him, 
McCarthy agreed, pledging that those bills would be 
“dead on arrival in the House” if he is speaker. 

But he was largely ignored by the Senate leader-
ship and much of the rank and file, as the bill passed 
by 68 votes to 29 — leaving his threat looking unsus-
tainable. Strategists expect fraught cloak-and-dagger 
talks between the two sides in the event of a 
McCarthy defeat that could see the emergence of a 
consensus Republican who can lock in 218 votes with 
some Democratic support. 

There has been behind-the-scenes speculation 
about how long McCarthy might stay in Congress if 
he were to lose out again. Allies point out that he 
would not be short of private-sector job offers. But 
some Congress watchers believe the career politician 
has the place in his blood and would want to remain 
as a backbencher.  —AFP

WASHINGTON: Rep Andy Biggs (R-AZ) walks with reporters while walking to a meeting with Republican House members at 
the US Capitol Building on January 03, 2023 in Washington, DC. —AFP

VILLIERS-LE-BEL: Members of the Kurdish community 
carry the flag-drapped coffin of the three Enghien Street 
shooting victims during a funeral service, in Paris’ north-
ern suburb of Villiers-le-Bel, on January 3, 2023.  —AFP


