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Gazans risk death at sea  
dreaming of life in Europe

RAFAH: Younis al-Shaer left Gaza dreaming of a bet-
ter life in Europe, only to return to the Palestinian 
enclave in a coffin. The 21-year-old was one of scores 
of Palestinians risking the perilous journey across the 
Mediterranean. 

He drowned alongside seven other Gazans, whose 
bodies were returned home in December, adding to a 
toll of nearly 2,000 people recorded as dead or miss-
ing last year in the Mediterranean by the United 
Nations refugee agency (UNHCR). 

The death hit his mother Samira al-Shaer like an 
“earthquake”, she told AFP at the family home in 
Rafah, southern Gaza. “I knew the dangers of emigrat-
ing, but at some point I gave up because of his insis-
tence on leaving. Every day I waited for news of his 
death,” she said. 

Kissing a photo of her late son, she said it was a 
“lack of work and the poverty that pushed Younis to 
leave”. As many as two-thirds of the Gaza Strip’s 2.3 
million residents live in poverty, according to figures 
from the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. 

Shaer studied accountancy for two years before 
deciding to leave the Palestinian enclave, along with a 
group of relatives. Gaza has been under an Zionist enti-
ty’s blockade since the militant group Hamas took pow-
er in 2007, meaning residents cannot leave by air or sea. 

Shaer took the land crossing to Egypt last February, 
before travelling onwards to Libya which is a hub for 
unauthorised Mediterranean crossings. He ultimately 
hoped to reach Belgium, and along the arduous route 
would call his mother. “He said to me: ‘Don’t worry, 
God willing, we will arrive’,” she said, adding that other 
relatives had previously made the journey successfully.  

 
‘Cruel and humiliating’  

Yet the plan soon began to unravel, his brother 
Mohammed al-Shaer told AFP. Upon reaching Libya, 

the group had their money and belongings stolen. 
They had to sleep in places “unfit even for animals”, 
said his brother, 34. 

The group were detained by one of Libya’s many 
people trafficking gangs, which often kidnap migrants 
for ransom. His brother said the gang forced his family 
to pay $1,500. Separately, the group initially paid to 
cross the Mediterranean but were tricked and there 
was “no boat, no shelter, no food,” Shaer said. 

“The trip was cruel and humiliating... all this was 
only torture and humiliation,” he added. They eventu-
ally boarded a rubber dinghy in October, but it 
encountered trouble and the boat never reached the 
Italian shore. 

Younis al-Shaer’s body and those of seven other 
Gazans were later recovered from the Tunisian coast, 
west of Libya.  

 
‘They lied to me’  

From Gaza, migrants now tread a dangerous path 
through Egypt and Libya before trying their luck at 
sea, along with fellow migrants fleeing poverty and 
violence in North Africa, Syria, sub-Saharan Africa and 
even further afield. 

The number of people reaching Europe by the 
Mediterranean Sea has been on the rise over the past 
three years, UNHCR data show, reaching more than 
146,000 in 2022. For Samir Zaqout, deputy director of 
the Al-Mezan Center for Human Rights, a Gaza-based 
NGO, “unemployment, poverty and frustration are the 
most important drivers of youth migration from Gaza”. 

There are no official statistics on the number of 
people who have fled in recent years from the territo-
ry ruled by Hamas, which has been designated a “ter-
rorist” entity by the United States, the European 
Union and Israel. 

According to Masarat, a research institute based in 

Gaza, around 36,000 people have left the Strip in the 
past five years attempting to emigrate. The journey can 
cost vast sums. Shaer estimated his brother’s trip cost 
around $9,000 of which two-thirds went to smugglers. 

The family went 20 days without hearing from him, 
before his brother contacted the smugglers on 
Facebook. “They told me that everything was fine... but 
they lied to me,” he said. 

A desperate Shaer then reached out to some 

Tunisian activists, and partnered with them in trying to 
find Younis and the other Gazans. “They found his 
passport wrapped in nylon among corpses washed up 
by the sea on the coast,” sighed Shaer. 

Younis’s dreams cost him his life, said his family. 
“Younis only wanted to ensure his future. He dreamed 
of being himself, of owning a house and a motorbike, 
and of opening a business from which he could live,” 
said Shaer.  —AFP

Younis’ death hit his mother Samira al-Shaer like an ‘earthquake’

Migrants in peril  
rescued by Italy  
coastguard: Charity 

 
ROME: A charity monitoring migrant boats in the 
Central Mediterranean said Monday the Italian 
coastguard had pulled around 50 people to safe-
ty after repeated appeals for help. Alarm Phone, a 
hotline used by migrants in distress, tweeted that 
it was “relieved to confirm that the Italian coast-
guard has eventually rescued” the people, who 
had first called for help on Sunday. 

There were no further details about those 
saved. Doctors Without Borders (MSF) had said 
earlier Monday that it had been alerted by Alarm 
Phone to a boat with some 45 people in distress. 
It said its Geo Barents charity rescue ship would 
assist them if it came across the boat while it was 
en route to the port of Taranto. 

“We immediately requested permission from 
the Italian authorities to intervene, but received 
no reply,” MSF press officer Maurizio Debanne 
said. “Under international law and maritime con-
ventions, we are obliged to assist those in dan-
ger,” he said. 

Intervening could potentially have pitted the 
charity against the far-right government and its 
strict new decree law on rescues at sea. The char-

ity later said it was no longer looking for the boat. 
 

Orders from Rome  
MSF published a series of tweets earlier 

Monday making it clear it was only aiding boats 
after being requested to by Italian authorities.  It 
also said Rome had asked the Geo Barents in one 
case not to assist, because the situation was 
“being managed by Libya”. It obeyed. 

The new decree law was signed by the presi-
dent on Monday, and now moves to parliament 
to be converted into law within 60 days, during 
which t ime it  can undergo changes. Prime 
Minister Giorgia Meloni’s hard-right govern-
ment took office in October, vowing to stop 
migrant landings in Italy, which reached more 
than 105,000 in 2022, according to the interior 
ministry. 

She claims migrants and people traffickers are 
encouraged by the charities which rescue people 
attempting the perilous crossing from North 
Africa. However, the charities say they always fol-
low international and national laws regarding sav-
ing lives at sea, and slam the new rules as putting 
lives at risk. 

Most of the migrants who arrived in 2022 were 
rescued and brought to shore by Italian navy or 
coast guard vessels, not charity ships. At least 
20,218 people have died or gone missing on the 
crossing-the world’s deadliest-since 2014, 
according to the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM).  —AFP

Seven killed as 
Mexican police  
seek prisoners 

 
MEXICO CITY: Seven people were killed Monday 
in northern Mexico’s Ciudad Juarez during a police 
operation to recapture prisoners who escaped after 
an attack at their facility, state authorities announced. 
Gunmen attacked the border city’s state prison on 
Sunday at dawn, leaving nearly 20 people dead and 
allowing the prisoners, which include a gang leader, 
to flee. 

Monday’s deaths-two agents from the state pros-
ecutor’s office and five alleged criminals-took the 
total fatalities related to the attack to 26, according 
to a statement from the Chihuahua Public Security 
Department. 

Defense Minister Luis Cresencio Sandoval had 
earlier told reporters that ten guards, seven prisoners 
and two attackers had died in Sunday’s assault on the 
prison, which has been attributed to drug traffickers. 
Fourteen inmates and a guard were injured and five 
attackers were captured, Sandoval said. 

The 25 escapees included Ernesto Alfredo Pinon, 
known as “El Neto,” the leader of a gang allied with 
the Juarez drug cartel, Security Minister Rosa Icela 
Rodriguez said. Pinon was sentenced to more than 
200 years in prison in 2010 for kidnapping and 

murder, according to the Chihuahua state prosecu-
tor’s office. 

The attackers, traveling in armored vehicles, 
launched the assault when relatives of the inmates 
were lined up for New Year’s visits. Ciudad Juarez, 
which sits across the border from El Paso, Texas, has 
seen years of violent clashes between security forces 
and rival drug cartels. 

The prison itself has seen multiple breakouts of 
fighting and riots, notably in March 2009 when 20 
people died. Mexican detention centers suffer from 
chronic overcrowding and violence, which has 
worsened in recent years due to conflict between 
criminal groups.  —AFP

GAZA CITY: Monira (R), the 58-year-old aunt of Palestinian Yunis al-Shaer, one of eight young Palestinian men who 
drowned two months prior off the coast of Tunisia in a clandestine migration attempt to Europe, speaks during an inter-
view at their house in Rafah the southern Gaza Strip on December 20, 2022.  —AFP

CIUDAD JUAREZ: Members of the Mexican Army and securi-
ty personel secure an area outside the prison of Ciudad 
Juarez number 3 in Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua state, 
Mexico. —AFP
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abilities in building and operating space projects, 

with the slogan ‘build, succeed, explore’,” Dr Hala Al-
Jassar, manager of the project and head of the physics 
department, said. “The rocket has two stages - one that 
can carry up to 114 satellites, which will carry Kuwait 
Sat-1 into space, and the second stage will be 30 min-
utes after the launch for the final setup of the satellite in 
space,” she explained. 

“This is an exceptional project which we started 
four years ago with the efforts and skills of youth whom 
we trained. We have benefited from the work of a tech-
nical team, which will benefit in photo analysis. The 
ground station will receive all information from space, 
the first of its kind in Kuwait. The project saw a partici-
pation of 71 percent from female staff made up of grad-
uates and undergraduates, and 29 percent from our 
male graduates and undergraduates,” Dr Ahmad Al-
Kandari, deputy project manager and operations man-
ager, said during the event. 

“The camera includes vision of over 30 kilometers, 
which will cover Kuwait. Images will be sent to the 
ground station on our campus, which we will analyze. 
The application of the project includes everything 
ranging from marine to urban infrastructure to traffic 
and environmental issues,” academic manager of the 

project Dr Yasser Abdulraheem said. 
“This is just the beginning, as we have entered 

space and we hope for further progress in order to 
raise the global standings of our beloved country. 
Kuwait has great capabilities, as well as great infra-
structure that will further progress our development. It 
will also expand the coverage of communications in 
Kuwait and lower costs of many things related to the 
space economy,” Dr Kandari told Kuwait Times. “The 
space sector will provide many future opportunities 
for young Kuwaitis, as it is rich in giving and providing 
for the development of their capabilities,” he added. 

US Chargé d’Affaires James Holtsnider told Kuwait 
Times: “It’s a fantastic way to start 2023. To have Kuwait 
have its first satellite launched in partnership with one of 
the best in American space industry. I look forward to 
seeing what is coming in the future. Inshallah, we’ll have 
many Kuwaiti satellites in the future. It is a great oppor-
tunity for young people on both sides and this scientific 
collaboration is great to see.” 

Engineer Dina Al-Naqeeb, program manager at 
KFAS, told Kuwait Times: “We are very proud to wit-
ness the launch, which is fully operated by Kuwaiti 
staff. The project was funded by KFAS, and what we 
do is advance work on catalyzing science and technol-
ogy in Kuwait. The satellite has cameras that will proj-
ect images of Kuwait and the environment, which will 
lead to more research ideas. In the next phase, we are 
awaiting the launch of Kuwait Sat-2, which will study 
contents of solar cells and their performance. We are 
also working with KU to establish the first research 
center in Kuwait. So hopefully, this project will be the 
nucleus of future research projects.”

KUWAIT  
REACHES THE...
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The minister said cooperation between the two bod-

ies will benefit the nation. 
Speaker Ahmad Al-Saadoun and around 20 MPs 

attended the meeting. MP Mohammad Hayef said the 
meeting was positive and issues like purchasing loans, 
amnesty for political prisoners and citizenship were dis-
cussed. MP Hamad Al-Obaid said that the government 
and MPs agreed on key issues, but differences remained 

on the issue of purchasing loans of citizens. 
Some parliamentary sources quoted the finance min-

ister as telling MPs that purchasing loans will cost over 
KD 14 billion, and the funds are not available with the 
government. The sources added that the government 
submitted financial options for the purchase of loans 
with the aim to improve the living conditions of citizens. 

Opposition MP Saud Al-Asfour however said the 
meeting achieved no real result. He said the government 
did not present any practical alternatives for parliamen-
tary demands, and “I personally heard only more prom-
ises from the government”, adding he expected the gov-
ernment to be more prepared. MP Jenan Bushehri 
charged that most Cabinet members are unaware of 
their responsibilities toward the country and citizens. 
She called on the prime minister to reform this problem.

Govt meets MPs, 
says buying loans...
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Palestinian health ministry reported. The health min-

istry announced “the death of the child Adam Essam 
Shaker Ayyad, 15, with a bullet in the chest fired by the 
occupation soldiers during the aggression on 
Bethlehem at dawn today”. The official Palestinian 
news agency, Wafa, reported clashes erupted when 
Zionist forces entered Dheisheh, in the southern occu-
pied West Bank, to search houses. Ayyad is the third 
Palestinian killed by Zionist forces in the West Bank 
since the start of the year. 

Ben-Gvir’s visit comes days after he took office as 
national security minister, with powers over the 
police, giving his decision to enter the highly sensi-
tive site considerable weight. Al-Aqsa Mosque is the 
third-holiest place in Islam and the most sacred site 
to Jews. Under a longstanding status quo, non-
Muslims can visit the site at specific times but are 
not allowed to pray there. In recent years, a growing 
number of Jews, most of them Zionist nationalists, 
have covertly prayed at the compound, a develop-
ment decried by Palestinians. 

The UAE, which established diplomatic ties with the 
Zionist entity in 2020, “strongly condemned the storm-
ing of Al-Aqsa Mosque courtyard by a (Zionist) minis-
ter”. The US ambassador to the Zionist entity, Tom 
Nides, said Washington “has made it clear to the 
(Zionist) government it opposes any steps that could 
harm the status quo in the holy sites”. 

Lying in the walled Old City of Zionist-annexed east 
Jerusalem, the compound is administered by Jordan’s 
Waqf Islamic affairs council, with Zionist forces oper-
ating there and controlling access. After his visit, Ben-
Gvir vowed to “maintain the freedom of movement for 
Muslims and Christians, but Jews will also go up to the 
mount, and those who make threats must be dealt with 
- with an iron hand”. 

The politician has lobbied to allow Jewish prayer in 
the compound, a move opposed by mainstream rab-
binical authorities. The Zionist entity’s Sephardi chief 
rabbi, Yitzhak Yosef, wrote to Ben-Gvir on Tuesday. 
“What will people say when they see a minister, an 
observant Jew, who flouts the position of the rab-
binate,” he said in a letter. 

Ben-Gvir was accompanied by units of the Zionist 
security forces, Waqf guards told AFP. Jordan’s for-
eign ministry spokesman Sinan Majali said Amman 
summoned the Zionist ambassador, to “convey a 
protest message about the recklessness of the 
(Zionist) national security minister in storming the 
blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque”. 

Saudi Arabia, home to the holiest sites in Islam, 
condemned the “provocative practices” of Ben-Gvir. 
The visit was also criticized by the Arab League and 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation. And the 
Zionist entity’s arch-foe Iran called the visit a “viola-
tion of international regulations and an insult to the 
values and sanctities of the Muslims,” with a foreign 
ministry spokesman warning of a response from 
“Muslim nations”. 

While Ben-Gvir has visited the compound numer-
ous times since entering parliament in April 2021, his 
presence as a top minister is highly significant. A con-
troversial visit in 2000 by then opposition leader Ariel 
Sharon was one of the main triggers for the second 
Palestinian intifada, or uprising, which lasted until 
2005. The Palestinian foreign ministry called Ben-
Gvir’s visit a “serious threat”. 

Basem Naim, a senior Hamas official, last week 
warned such a step would be “a big red line and it will 
lead to an explosion”. On Tuesday, Hamas spokesman 
Hazem Qassem deemed it a “crime” and vowed the 
mosque compound “will remain Palestinian, Arab, 
Islamic”. Hamas rules the Gaza Strip and in May 2021 
an 11-day war broke out between Palestinian militants 
based in the territory and the Zionist entity, after vio-
lence at Al-Aqsa Mosque. 

Hundreds of Palestinians and dozens of Zionist 
police were wounded in the preceding clashes across 
east Jerusalem, initially sparked by restrictions on 
Palestinians gathering and eviction threats against res-
idents. During this period, Ben-Gvir rallied his sup-
porters in Zionist settler homes in east Jerusalem, 
which has been occupied by the Zionist entity since 
the Six-Day War of 1967. 

The foreign ministry of Egypt - which serves as a 
key mediator in Gaza - warned “of the negative conse-
quences of such actions on security and stability” in 
the Palestinian territories and the wider region. For 
years seen as a fringe figure, Jewish Power leader Ben-
Gvir entered mainstream politics with the backing of 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The premier’s 
office on Tuesday said Netanyahu is “committed to 
strictly maintaining the status quo, without changes” at 
the holy site. —AFP 

Zionist storms 
Aqsa compound...


