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PARIS: The French government said Tuesday it could
be flexible on its plan to raise the retirement age to
65, part of a hugely controversial pension reform
project pushed by President Emmanuel Macron.
Speaking ahead of crunch talks with unions that have
fiercely resisted any change, Prime Minister Elisabeth
Borne told FranceInfo radio that the age of 65 is “not
set in stone”.

She added that “other solutions” could help the gov-
ernment reach its target of balancing the pensions sys-
tem by 2030. She said the plan, a flagship domestic pol-
icy of Macron’s second term, would be presented to the
cabinet on January 23 before being debated in parlia-
ment at the beginning of February.

The full details of the plan-whose banner policy of
raising the retirement age from the current level of 62
has been rejected out of hand by the unions-are to be
unveiled on January 10. Macron’s overhaul would be
one of the most extensive in a series of pension reforms
enacted by successive governments on both the left and
right in recent decades aiming to end budget shortfalls.

‘Our pensions problem’ 
Edouard Philippe, a former prime minister, summed

up politicians’ frustration at failing to manage a pen-
sions breakthrough despite long-standing attempts.
“The English have their Ireland problem, the Americans
their weapons problem, and we have our pensions
problem,” he told AFP recently.

A majority of French oppose the reform, according
to opinion polls, with a Harris-Interactive poll pub-

lished Monday putting the level of opposition at 54
percent. “The only group in favour are retired people
of 65 and over,” said Frederic Dabi, head of the Ifop
polling institute.

The revamp was supposed to have been announced
in mid-December but Macron, whose ruling party lost
its overall parliament majority in polls last year, delayed
the announcement to allow further talks. But he said he
would not be sidetracked. “This year will be the year of
pension reform,” he said in his traditional New Year’s
address.

A new system would be implemented “by the end of
the summer”, he promised. Later Tuesday, Borne is due
to hold new discussions with unions, which have already
signalled that even a less ambitious pension age
increase to 64 years would not be acceptable.

Any change in the pension age would be “a red line”,
said Laurent Berger, head of the moderate CFDT union.
As an apparent olive branch to unions, Borne on
Tuesday withdrew a plan to cap the duration of unem-
ployment benefits if the national jobless rate falls below
six percent, an idea that had caused much anger among
union leaders.

‘A spark could be enough’ 
Borne is hoping for parliamentary support from the

conservative Les Republicains party, which is broadly in
favour of pension reform and could vote with the gov-
ernment. Their backing would save her having to make
use of a constitutional measure, article 49/3, giving a
minority government the right to push through legisla-

tion without a vote. Such a move would, however,
undermine the legitimacy in public opinion of the entire
reform, analysts say. Left-wing politicians have
announced a tough fight against Macron’s reform plans,
including with calls to mass demonstrations. “It’s going
to get hot in the streets,” threatened the leader of the
far-left LFI party, Jean-Luc Melenchon.

Dabi, meanwhile, drew parallels with the Yellow Vest
movement of social unrest that shook France in 2018.
“The ingredients of a social explosion are in place,” he
said. Resentment at low salaries and a feeling of eco-
nomic decline combined with “inflation that we didn’t
have in 2018” meant that “a spark could be enough to
make everything go up in flames”, said Dabi. — AFP
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PARIS: French Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne (C) walks along the Boulevard Haussman with French Secretary of State for
Citizenship Sonia Backes (2nd L), Mayor of Paris Anne Hidalgo (L) and soldiers of the Sentinel operation deployed in the 9th
district of Paris. — AFP

FREMONT: File photo shows, Tesla Motors Chairman and CEO, Elon Musk, speaks at the Model X launch event in Fremont,
California. — AFP

Iraq oil revenues
top $115bn in 2022 
BAGHDAD: Iraq’s oil revenues in 2022 exceeded $115
billion, according to preliminary figures announced by
the oil ministry on Tuesday-a four-year high following a
collapse in prices during the coronavirus pandemic. Oil
production accounts for some 90 percent of Baghdad’s
income, and the country is the second largest producer
within the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC). “The total revenue from the export
of crude oil for the year 2022 amounts to more than
$115 billion,” Minister for Oil Hayan Abdel-Ghani said in
a statement. The country exported more than 1.2 billion
barrels in 2022, averaging 3.3 million barrels per day,
according to the statement.

These revenues follow a spike in prices following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, and
OPEC producers’ subsequent reluctance to increase
production. In October the oil cartel decided to cut
production quotas to maintain price levels, with a
reduction of “two million barrels per day”.

With a near total reliance on oil revenue to fund state
spending, Iraq was hit by a collapse in prices at the
beginning of the coronavirus pandemic. From $78.5 bil-
lion in 2019, oil revenues fell to $42 billion in 2020,
according to official statistics. By 2021 they had risen
back up to $75.6 billion. Following decades of conflict
Iraq, faces chronic economic challenges and requires
significant investment in infrastructure projects, making
oil revenues and prices per barrel crucial data for
Baghdad’s preparation of annual budgets.

Despite its oil riches Iraq, home to 42 million inhabi-
tants, faces an energy crisis that sees regular power
cuts and damaging electrical surges, known as load
shedding. Neighbouring Iran provides the country with
one-third of its gas and electricity but deliveries are fre-
quently interrupted, further aggravating the already-
daily instances of load shedding.

Last month the World Bank warned that Iraq, bat-
tered by climate change impacts from drought and
water scarcity to rising temperatures, must diversify its
economy and invest $233 billion by 2040 to embark “on
a green growth path”. — AFP

Tesla posts 
disappointing 
deliveries 
NEW YORK: Tesla said Monday it had delivered 1.31
million electric vehicles in 2022 — a record for the US
automaker and a 40 percent jump from a year before,
but still short of its own and Wall Street’s expectations.

The Elon Musk-led company has set a long-term
goal of increasing its deliveries by 50 percent a year
on average. Tesla regularly says the objective may
fluctuate based on operations and in a statement
Monday, it noted “significant COVID and supply
chain-related challenges” had affected its 2022 output.

Production was suspended at its Shanghai plant for
several weeks during the course of last year due to
COVID restrictions. In October, the company’s chief

financial officer Zach Kirkhorn said that Tesla might
fall short of its goal.

Analysts had hoped for better results-they predict-
ed delivery of 427,000 vehicles in the fourth quarter,
according to estimates compiled by FactSet, but the
company only managed to deliver 405,000.

To boost sluggish sales, Tesla had offered rare pro-
motions to customers willing to take delivery of a new
vehicle before the end of 2022. In a company-wide
email sent to employees last week and seen by CNBC,
Musk had asked them to “volunteer to help deliver” as
many cars to customers as possible before midnight on
December 31.

Industry watchers are concerned that demand for
Tesla’s relatively pricey electric vehicles could bottom
out amid global economic uncertainty and stiffer com-
petition in the sector. They are also concerned about
Musk’s current focus on operations at social media site
Twitter, which he acquired last year. After soaring on
Wall Street in 2020 and 2021, Tesla shares plummeted
65 percent in 2022. —  AFP

Santiago’s poorest 
district plants 
recycling seed
SANTIAGO: Every morning, trucks collect potato and
avocado skins, orange peels and other food scraps that
residents of Santiago’s poorest neighborhood leave
hanging in bags on their front doors or in tree branches
or place in special bins. For nearly two decades, the res-
idents of La Pintana have been pioneers of recycling in
Chile-South America’s largest garbage generator. Under
a project started in 2005, the commune of 190,000
people enthusiastically gather their plant-based food
waste, which is then turned into compost to help green
their community.

In La Pintana, where 15 percent of people live in
poverty, 50 percent of the community’s organic waste is
collected for recycling-a figure that puts to shame the
0.8 percent achieved by Chile as a whole, according to
environment ministry data. “They do a lot with it (the
waste): they produce compost and it is used for the
community itself, for the squares and gardens,” La
Pintana resident Jose Vera told AFP as he left two large
cardboard boxes filled with scraps on the sidewalk,
proud of his contribution.

“It is also a saving (for the municipality) because
they no longer have to buy” fertilizer or pay landfill fees,
he said. Chile generates some 1.13 kilograms (about 2.5
pounds) of waste per person per day-the highest out-
put in South America, according to World Bank data.
And in terms of recycling, it is far from achieving even
Latin America’s low average of four percent of solid
municipal waste processed. But La Pintana, one of the
first neighborhoods of Chile’s deeply socially unequal
capital to adopt such a project, now collects some 20
tons of organic waste every day. It is delivered to a local
plant that turns the scraps into natural fertilizer for the
town’s own municipal nursery, and others.

‘A change in people’ 
The municipality estimates to be saving some

$100,000 per year-money that can go to other com-
munity projects. “There has been a change in people,”
since the project started, resident Vera said. “They are
now concerned about recycling and no longer put the
vegetables with the garbage.”

La Pintana’s nursery, built on what used to be an
unsightly landfill, yields some 100,000 plants of 400
different species every year. These are planted back in
La Pintana, one of the areas of Santiago with the
fewest green spaces per inhabitant. The nursery uses
about a ton of humus-a dark organic matter created
when plant material decomposes-every year, accord-
ing to project member Cintia Ortiz. All of it is obtained
from La Pintana’s plant waste.

“This humus, the benefit it gives us, is that it is
organic... thanks to the community and the workers,”

Ortiz told AFP. In addition, “as we can keep the plants
well-nourished, we do not have to use chemicals.”

Planting flowers outside a municipal sports center,
municipal worker Jeanette Gonzalez told AFP the proj-
ect “brings us... joy. The town is improving.” “When we
took over... it was a town where every 200 meters
there was a landfill,” Claudia Pizarro, mayor of La
Pintana since 2016, said of the trailblazing project,
which has received several international awards.

“It is a virtuous circle: people see that where there
used to be a landfill there is now greenery and every-
thing is flourishing, and they stop throwing garbage
there,” she added. There have been spillover benefits
too: more than half of the municipal nursery’s 15 staff
are former inmates doing community work in lieu of
serving prison time. Chile’s Environment Minister
Maisa Rojas recently proposed a bill to reproduce the
project in the rest of Chile. — AFP

EVs make up 80% 
of new car 
sales in Norway
OSLO: Electric vehicles accounted for almost
four out of every five new car registrations in
Norway last year, setting a new record, accord-
ing to figures released Monday. Led by US car-
maker Tesla, which topped the list with a 12.2
percent market share, 138,265 new electric cars
were sold in the Scandinavian country last year,
representing 79.3 percent of total passenger car
sales, the Norwegian Road Federation (OFV)
said in a statement.

In doing so, Norway, which is both a major
producer of oil and gas, as well as a pioneer for
zero-emission cars, comfortably beat the previ-
ous record of 64.5 percent set in 2021.
Comparatively, electric cars made up just 8.6
percent of new car registrations in the European
Union over the first nine months of 2022.

In December alone, electric cars hogged 82.8
percent of sales as Norwegian households
rushed to buy them before a tax change came
into force in 2023. Norway aims for all  new cars
to be “zero emission” — in other words, electric
and hydrogen — by 2025.

“Eight out of 10 people choosing fully electric
instead of combustion engines is a considerable
step towards Norway reaching its climate goal
of 100 percent BEV sales in 2025,” said
Christina Bu, Secretary General of the
Norwegian Electric Vehicle Association.

“Our message to the rest of the world is crys-
tal clear: Now there is no excuse for the internal
combustion engines’ unnecessary pollution
when the climate crisis is so urgent to solve,”
she said in a statement. To promote sales, such
cars have benefitted from being tax-free, as well
as being charged lower fares for road tolls and
public parking.

But with their popularity growing, and subse-
quent loss of income for the state, Norwegian
authorities have started to roll back some of the
benefits. As of January 1, the 25 percent VAT
exemption on the purchase of new electric vehi-
cles applies only to the first 500,000
Norwegian kroner (about $50,500) of the price.
About one in five cars on Norwegian roads are
currently electric. — AFP

Electric cars take off in Norway.

SANTIAGO: Municipal staff collects organic material which will be sent for a vermiculture recycling process, in the commune of La
Pintana in Santiago, Chile. — AFP


