
I
n the morning, Eli Jadelot sells choco-
late eclairs in a bakery. In the after-
noons, she swaps her apron for a wed-

ding dress and sweet pastries for sweet
melodies. Jadelot is a busker in the Paris
metro, one of 300 musicians authorized
by the French capital’s transit network to
perform in its vast network of corridors. “I
don’t see it a career springboard, but as
another way to make music, in a different
environment,” said the 39-year-old
Jadelot, who usually works as a street
artist near the touristy Sacre Coeur area
of Montmartre after countless odd jobs
since she moved to Paris from Lorraine
16 years ago, driven by dreams of an act-
ing career in the capital.

“I want to see how I manage in a place
where people only pass through. Will they
react, or won’t they?” she said as she got
ready to perform at the Saint-Lazare sta-
tion, one of Europe’s busiest commuter
hubs. Faced with overwhelming numbers
of would-be buskers-without a permit and,
often, without talent-Paris metro operator
RATP decided 25 years ago to licence the
best 300 to perform legally, and ban
everybody else. Every six months, a jury
made up of RATP staff listens to around
1,000 applicants and selects its favorites
who get to play in the corridors of metro
stations, although not on platforms or
aboard trains. This does not stop, of
course, unofficial musicians seeking to
serenade commuters on the trains them-
selves.

‘She’s astonishing’ 
Jadelot applied for the first time last

year, and her selection of songs about
love, work and everyday life got her in
straightaway. Her stage outfit, a stunning
wedding dress borrowed from a friend,
may have helped. “She’s astonishing,
with her wedding dress, plus her charm-
ing smile,” said Cherif Medouni, an edu-
cator who often stops to listen to buskers
on his commute. “Her songs are beautiful,
poetic, with a rebellious edge,” he said.

For its selection, the RATP jury doesn’t
rule out any instrument, said Stella
Sainson, in charge of the “Metro Musician”
label, “although some are hard to manage,
like the Djembe which is very loud”.
Arnaud Moyencourt, who has been playing
his barrel organ in the metro since 1992,
made the cut again this time. “He repre-

sents the Paris of old,” said a juror, Sofia
Tondinelli. “I would definitely stop for him.”

Camille Millian, who sang a Whitney
Houston cover to renew her licence, also
got selected. “The metro is one of my
best venues,” she said. Riana Rabe,
applying for the second time, also got
through with suave interpretations of a
song from Disney’s “Mulan” film, and one
by Radiohead, accompanying herself on
a pink electro-acoustic ukulele. “I’ve
always been a little scared of people, but
now I’ve discovered that they are really
extremely friendly,” she said.

Licences were also won by Dominique,
who followed in his uncle’s footsteps as a
musical saw virtuoso, by Ukrainian Anna
Leonid Byulakh, who accompanies her
violin performance with artistic jumps, by
Abram Lacoste, who gave up his analyst
day job for music eight months ago, and
by Hugo Vaxelaire with his nyckelharpa, a
harp-like contraption that is Sweden’s
national instrument.

‘Need to attract attention’ 
Unlucky applicants include another

ukulele player-”poor thing, she’s not
ready,” said Sainson-and a 28-year-old
Chinese violinist with wide glasses who
was judged to be too shy for the chal-
lenge. “They need to be able to attract
attention, otherwise people just pass
them by, lost in their thoughts,” said
Tondinelli. 

Some buskers move on to above-
ground careers, even France-wide fame,
including singer-songwriter Zaz, singer-
accordeonist Claudio Capeo and pop
group Arcadian who made it onto talent
show “The Voice” and released two
albums. But for most of the metro per-
formers, it’s not about fame or money,
and that’s probably just as well. “On a
good day, you make 25 euros ($27),” said
Jadelot. — AFP
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‘French Oscars’ bars
those investigated
for sex crimes

T
he Cesar Awards, France’s version
of the Oscars, said Monday that
anyone being investigated for alle-

gations of sexual misconduct would be
barred from its ceremony next month.
There were fears of protests at the event
on February 25 over the latest #MeToo
furore involving newcomer Sofiane
Bennacer, who is being investigated by
police on two allegations of rape and one
of violence against a partner. Bennacer,
25, who denies any wrongdoing, had
been seen as an awards frontrunner for
his part in “Les Amandiers” (titled
“Forever Young” abroad) about a sexual-
ly promiscuous group of drama students
in the 1980s.

It also follows protests at the 2020
ceremony when Roman Polanski, con-
victed of raping a child in the 1970s, won
best director-which triggered a major
reorganization of the Cesar Academy. In
a statement, the Academy said anyone
facing a potential prison sentence for
“violence, notably of (a) sexual or sexist
nature” would be excluded from the com-
ing ceremony. “It has been decided not to
highlight people who may have been put
in question by the judiciary for acts of vio-
lence,” it said, adding that the step was
being taken “out of respect for the vic-
tims”, even if they were only “presumed”
victims.

Bennacer was dropped from the
longlist of possible nominees in
November after fresh allegations sur-
faced in the media. The director of “Les
Amandiers”, Valeria Bruni-Tedeschi (also
said to be Bennacer ’s girlfriend),
denounced “a media lynching”.—AFP

What is the link
between winter
storms and 
global warming?

T
he world is getting warmer, winters
included. The United States, how-
ever, has experienced severe win-

ter storms in recent years, and experts
are taking a closer look at the link
between these extreme cold events and
climate change. While the link between
global warming and heat waves is very
direct, the behavior of winter storms is
governed by complex atmospheric
dynamics that are more difficult to study.

Even so, “there are certain aspects of
winter storms (...) where the climate
change linkages are fairly strong and
robust,” Michael Mann, a climatologist at
the University of Pennsylvania, told AFP.
For example, the warming of bodies of
water-lakes or oceans-influences the

amount of snowfall. In the United States,
a mechanism called “lake-effect snow”
occurs around the Great Lakes region on
the Canadian border. The city of Buffalo,
which sits on the shores of one of the
Great Lakes, was hit hard by a lethal
snowstorm over Christmas weekend.

The collision between cold air from
the north with the warmer water of these

lakes causes convection, which leads to
snowfall. “The warmer those lake tem-
peratures, the more moisture (is) in the
air, and the greater potential for lake-
effect snows,” Michael Mann wrote in a
2018 paper. “Not surprisingly, we see a
long-term increase in lake effect snow-
falls as temperatures have warmed dur-
ing the last century.”

Polar vortex 
There is, however, no consensus on

other mechanisms, such as the effect of
climate change on the polar vortex and
jet stream air currents. The polar vortex
is an air mass above the North Pole,
located high in the stratosphere. Humans
dwell in the troposphere, and the strato-
sphere is located just above it. It is sur-
rounded by a band of rotating air, which
acts as a barrier between the cold air in
the north, and the warmer air in the
south. As the polar vortex weakens, this
band of air begins to undulate and take
on a more oval shape, bringing more
cold air southward.

According to a 2021 study, this type of
disturbance is occurring more often, and
is reflected in the following two weeks
lower in the atmosphere, where the jet
stream is located. This air current, which
blows from west to east, again following
the border between cold and warm air,
then meanders in such a way that it
allows cold air from the north to intrude
at lower latitudes, particularly over the
eastern United States.

“Everybody agrees that when the
polar vortex becomes perturbed or dis-
rupted, there is an increase in the proba-
bility of severe winter weather,” Judah
Cohen, lead author of the study and cli-
matologist for Atmospheric and
Environmental Research (AER), told
AFP. And this “stretched” polar vortex is
exactly what was observed just before
the storm that hit the United States this
December, he pointed out. The same
phenomenon was seen in February
2021, when a bitter cold snap hit Texas,
causing massive power outages.

‘Active debate’ 
But the heart of the debate lies else-

where: What is causing these increased
disturbances in the polar vortex?
According to Cohen, they are linked to
changes in the Arctic, accelerated by cli-
mate change. On the one hand, the rapid
melting of sea ice, and on the other, an
increase in snow cover in Siberia.

“This is a topic that I have been study-
ing for over 15 years, and I am more
confident today in the link than I have
ever been in the past,” he told AFP. This
last point, however, remains “an active
debate within the scientific community,”
said Mann.

“Climate models are not yet capturing
all of the underlying physics that may be
relevant to how climate change is
impacting the behavior of the jet stream.”
Future studies will still be needed in the
coming years to unravel the mystery of
these complex chain reactions. — AFP
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Polish director Roman Polanski and President
of the jury gives a speech during the Closing
Ceremony of the 44th edition of the Cannes
Film Festival in Cannes, southern France on
May 20, 1991. — AFP 

A gigantic snow pile is seen in front of Central Terminal in Buffalo, New York.

Eli Jadelot, in a wedding dress, walks inside
the subway station “Arts et Metiers” in Paris.

Eli Jadelot performs in a wedding dress at
the subway station “Arts et Metiers” in Paris.

Ticket to busk: Musicians vie for Paris metro spot

Eli Jadelot performs in a wedding dress in
front of the Sacre Coeur in Paris.

Residents take in the view from atop a gigantic snow pile in front
of Central Terminal in Buffalo, New York. — AFP photos


