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Player critical after suffering 
cardiac arrest during NFL game

WASHINGTON: Buf fa lo  B i l l s  sa fe ty  Damar 
Hamlin suffered a cardiac arrest during Monday’s 
game against the Cincinnati Bengals, which was 
later postponed, and is in critical condition in hos-
pital, his team said. American football is one of the 
most violent team sports and has been dealing 
with growing concerns over player safety, particu-
larly over concussion injuries for players from hits 
to the head. 

Monday’s medical emergency stunned players, 
fans and viewers. The seriousness of Hamlin’s condi-
tion was immediately obvious as his teammates 
gathered around him while he was treated on the 
field, many of them kneeling to pray and some open-
ly weeping. “His heartbeat was restored on the field 
... He is currently sedated and listed in critical con-
dition,” the Buffalo Bills said on their Twitter page. 

Hamlin, 24, took a hard hit to the chest as he 
tackled the Bengals’ Tee Higgins during the first 
quarter of the match, stood up and then collapsed to 
the ground. Medical staff rushed onto the field to 
treat him. He received medical attention for more 
than 30 minutes before being taken from the field in 
an ambulance. The crowd in Cincinnati remained 
silent while Hamlin was being treated and television 
coverage broke away from the scene on the field. 

ESPN commentator Joe Buck said medical staff 
had been “pounding” on Hamlin’s chest. The network 
also said he was given oxygen and that his family 
joined him in the ambulance. Hamlin was taken to 
the University of Cincinnati Medical Center a few 
miles away for further testing and treatment. Early 
reports suggesting the game would restart after a 
five-minute warm-up drew angry responses on 
social media. 

But the two teams’ coaches conferred with refer-
ees and players were told to head to the locker 

rooms with the game “temporarily suspended”. NFL 
Commissioner Roger Goodell announced the game’s 
postponement. “Our thoughts are with Damar and 
the Buffalo Bills. We will provide more information 
as it becomes available,” the NFL said. “The NFL 
has been in constant communication with the NFL 
Players Association which is in agreement with 
postponing the game,” it said. 

The medical emergency sparked an immediate 
outpouring of well-wishes from fans, commentators 
and other players, and brought attention back to the 
particularly dangerous nature of America’s most 
popular sport. Bengals wide-receiver Higgins said 
he was praying for Hamlin and his family: “I’m pray-
ing that you pull through bro,” he said on Twitter. 

 
‘Terrible thing to see’ 

While injuries are common in American football, 
multiple observers said it was the first time they 
had seen an ambulance enter the field to treat a 
player. “I’ve never seen anything like that before,” 
former quarterback Kurt  Warner said on NFL 
Radio. The NFL Players Association said “the only 
thing that matters at this moment is Damar’s health 
and well being”. “The NFLPA and everyone in our 
community is praying for Damar Hamlin,” the union 
said on Twitter. 

Bills quarterback Josh Allen tweeted: “Please 
pray for our brother.” Players from across the 
league took to social media with similar messages. 
Some fans traveled to the University of Cincinnati 
hospital, as did teammate Stefon Diggs. Fans also 
flooded Hamlin’s fundraising website, set up for a 
community toy drive, sending donations on his 
GoFundMe page, which had a target goal of $2,500, 
over $2 million after the injury. 

The inc ident , broadcast  dur ing the weekly 

nationally televised Monday night game, drew reac-
tion from athletes in other sports. “The safety of 
players in all sports is always the most important,” 
said NBA star LeBron James. “It was a terrible thing 
to see and I wish nothing but the best for that kid. I 
am a huge fan of the NFL and football and you nev-
er want to see anything like that happen,” he said. 

The NFL did not give any indication of when the 

game might be continued or replayed. Both the Bills 
and Bengals have already secured places in the 
NFL’s playoffs but the game was important for both 
teams as they sought to get the number-one seed in 
the AFC. That would bring a bye and home-field 
advantage throughout the post-season. The NFL 
regular season is scheduled to end on Sunday, with 
the playoffs starting the following weekend.  —AFP

CINCINNATI: Damar Hamlin #3 of the Buffalo Bills tackles Tee Higgins #85 of the Cincinnati Bengals during the first quar-
ter at Paycor Stadium on Jan 2, 2023.  —AFP

 

Haq anchors Pak 
after NZ pile on 
449 in 2nd Test 

 
KARACHI: Opener Imam-ul-Haq anchored 
Pakistan with a pugnacious half-century as the 
home team reached 154-3 at the close 
Tuesday after New Zealand piled up a handy 
449 in their first innings of the second Test in 
Karachi. At the close of day two, Haq was 
unbeaten on 74 and Saud Shakeel 13 as the 
home team need another 96 runs to avoid the 
follow-on. Pakistan started chaotically, losing 
opener Abdullah Shafique (19), Shan Masood 
(20) and skipper Babar Azam (24) before the 
Haq-Shakeel stand added 55 runs for the 
unbroken fourth wicket. 

In contrast, New Zealand’s tail wagged 
furiously, with Matt Henry (68 not out) and 
Ajaz Patel (35) both scoring Test-bests as 
they added an invaluable 104 runs for the last 
wicket. The two-match series is tied after the 
first Test, also in Karachi, ended in a draw. The 
National Stadium pitch offered little to the 
bowlers, but Pakistan did themselves no 
favors by having skipper Azam, the team’s 
best batsman, run out. 

Haq drove Bracewell towards mid-wicket 
and saw Azam stranded at his end attempting 
a third run. But Haq took charge with his sev-
enth half-century - even as Shakeel needed 
42 balls to get off the mark at the other end. 
Earlier, Shafique was the first Pakistan wicket 
to fall when he pulled pacer Henry’s short 
delivery straight to the hands of Ajaz Patel 
and Masood gave a catch off Patel. Henry and 
Patel had combined earlier to lift New 
Zealand from 345-9. 

Henry smashed eight boundaries and two 
sixes in his knock, improving his previous high 
against Australia at Christchurch in 2016 by six 
runs. Patel also bettered his previous Test-best 
of 20 - against England last year - before he 
was the last wicket to fall, caught off spinner 
Abrar Ahmed. Naseem took the day’s first 
wicket when he bowled Ish Sodhi for 11 with a 
ball that cut through sharply. 

Blundell, who was 30 overnight, reached 
his fifty with a boundary and a single off 
Ahmed. He hit six boundaries in his 51 before 
being bowled by Ahmed. The spinner then 
had Tim Southee stumped for ten, before 
Henry and Patel prolonged the innings, help-
ing New Zealand cross the 400-mark. Ahmed 
was the pick of the bowlers with 4-149, while 
Naseem Shah (3-71) and Agha Salman (3-75) 
were the other successful bowlers.  —AFP

Mitchell’s stunning 
71 pts leads Cavs as 
Lakers, Sixers win 

 
LOS ANGELES: Cleveland’s Donovan Mitchell scored 
a stunning 71 points - matching the eighth-most ever in 
an NBA game - as the Cavaliers erased a 21-point 
deficit to beat the Chicago Bulls 145-134 in overtime on 
Monday. Mitchell’s performance was the highest single-
game points total since Lakers great Kobe Bryant 
scored 81 against Toronto in 2006. 

Wilt Chamberlain holds the single-game scoring 
record with 100 for Philadelphia against the New 
York Knicks on March 2, 1962. Mitchell became just 
the seventh player to score 70 or more points in a 
game. He’s the first Cavs player to have a 60-point 
regular-season game - and he handed out 11 assists 
and grabbed eight rebounds to boot. “First and fore-
most, my teammates,” Mitchell said in an on-court 
interview after the game, during which he was 
cheered rapturously by Cavs fans. “I know I scored 
70 and all, but I wouldn’t be here without them. We 
wouldn’t be in this position without guys making cru-
cial plays and that’s the honest truth.” 

The Bulls led by as many as 21 in the second quar-
ter and by as many as 18 in the third. The Cavs clawed 
back, however, and Mitchell forced overtime when he 
grabbed the rebound of his own intentionally missed 
free throw and drained an unlikely layup with three 

seconds remaining. “We were treated tonight to one of 
the greatest performances in the history of the NBA,” 
Cavaliers coach JB Bickerstaff said. 

Mitchell connected on 22 of 34 shots from the field, 
drilling seven three-pointers as he carried a Cavs team 
that was without star guard Darius Garland and for-
ward Evan Mobley. DeMar DeRozan scored 44 points 
for the Bulls - who never trailed in regulation. Mitchell 
scored 13 points in overtime - including the step-back 
three-pointer to open the extra session that put the 
Cavaliers up for the first time - and for good. “It’s hum-
bling,” Mitchell said of putting himself among some of 
the game’s greats. “Not only did I do that, I did it in an 
effort where we came back and won.” 

There was drama in San Francisco where Klay 
Thompson scored a season-high 54 points as the 
league’s defending champions, the improving Golden 
State Warriors, beat the Atlanta Hawks 143-141 after 
double overtime. The Warriors, still without injured 
star Stephen Curry, have now won five straight home 
games but they had to work for victory against 
struggling Atlanta. After the Hawks’ Trae Young tied 
the game with eight seconds remaining in the sec-
ond period of overtime, Thompson’s effort came out 
of the rim and Kevon Looney tipped in at the second 
attempt. 

Los Angeles Lakers star LeBron James opened 
the new year in style, scoring 43 points in a 121-115 
victory over the Charlotte Hornets. Philadelphia 
76ers center Joel Embiid delivered 42 points and 11 
rebounds in a 120-111 victory over the New Orleans 
Pelicans - who lost star forward Zion Williamson to a 
hamstring strain. —AFP 

CLEVELAND: Donovan Mitchell #45 of the Cleveland Cavaliers 
drives to the basket during a game against the Chicago Bulls 
on Jan 2, 2022 at Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse.  —AFP

World Cup-winning 
skipper Kolisi signs 
for Racing 92 

 
PARIS: South Africa’s 2019 Rugby World Cup-
winning captain Siya Kolisi signed for Top 14 side 
Racing 92 on Tuesday and will join them after the 
Springbok defense of their title later this year. The 
31-year-old Sharks flanker - the first black player to 
captain South Africa - will be the three-time 
European Champions Cup finalists’ marquee player, 
replacing Scottish fly-half Finn Russell, who is leav-
ing for English Premiership side Bath. 

“I am really enthusiastic at the idea of joining 
Racing 92 after the World Cup,” said Kolisi in a club 
statement. “It is a club with a vision which I have 
always admired. Racing 92 has big ambitions on the 
pitch and equally very encouraging social affair 
projects which correspond to my values and per-
sonal goals.” 

He will join Racing after the completion of the 
Sept 8-Oct 28 Rugby World Cup in France and 
team up with several other Springboks at the 

Parisian club. Two fellow 2019 World Cup winners, 
utility back Warrick Gelant and prop Trevor 
Nyakane, play for Racing. Jacky Lorenzetti, the 
Racing owner, said Kolisi’s inspiring leadership 
would bring added value to the team. “Siya Kolisi’s 
signing confirms Racing’s ambition,” he said. “His 
record of winning and his natural leadership makes 
him a superb player as well as an outstanding 
human being.” 

Kolisi has been granted an early release from his 
Sharks contract. “His move to France is a new and 
exciting opportunity, and we could not be happier 
for him,” said Sharks’ chief executive Eduard 
Coetzee. “We are blessed to have him don the black 
and white jersey, and we know that over the next 
few months, he will continue to give back to the 
team and our fans. Siya has been an instrumental 
and much-loved member of the Sharks family since 
his arrival two years ago. His well-documented and 
commendable leadership qualities extend far 
beyond the playing field... as well as his commitment 
in the expansion of the Sharks brand to a global 
market.” 

Kolisi, who joined the Sharks from the Stormers 
in Cape Town, said he was “immensely appreciative 
that the Sharks have given me their blessing to 
make this move”. 

‘Tireless toil’ 
Kolisi become the first 

black Test skipper of the 
Springboks - a team 
reserved for whites dur-
ing apartheid - when he 
led them against England 
in a 2018 Test. A match 
that began disastrously 
for the home team, as 
they fell 24-3 behind, 
ended joyously as they 
triumphed 42-39 at Ellis 
Park in Johannesburg. South Africa faced England 
again one year later in the World Cup final and 
Kolisi led the men in green and gold to a 32-12 vic-
tory in Yokohama. 

He had an outstanding 2022 season for the reign-
ing world champions, playing in 12 of 13 Tests, rais-
ing his international appearances to 75. Reviewing 
2022 for South African sportsmen, the 
Johannesburg Sunday Times listed the loose for-
ward among the top 20 for his “tireless toil”. “Kolisi 
has delivered a rugged edge at the breakdown. He 
creates chaos in the collisions, which has helped 
make the Springboks a more potent force,” noted 
the weekly. —AFP 

Siya Kolisi

Rodgers pushes 
Packers to one 
win from playoffs 

 
MIAMI: After losing eight of their opening 12 
games of the regular season, few would have 
backed Aaron Rodgers and the Green Bay 
Packers to make the NFL playoffs. But on 
Sunday, the historic franchise know a victory 
against the Detroit Lions will earn them a 
place in the post-season with the seventh 
seed in the NFC. Six of the seven berths from 
the NFC have been booked, leaving the 
Packers with a simple scenario - win and they 
are in as a wildcard. 

A win against division rivals the Minnesota 
Vikings on Sunday capped a roll of four 
straight victories that has transformed a sea-
son that looked to be a write-off into one 

where anything is still possible. The run has 
recalled their campaign in 2016, when the 
Packers were 4-6, but, after losing four 
straight contests, they won the last six and 
went on to win two playoff games to reach the 
NFC Championship game. 

Rodgers, a Super Bowl winner with the 
Packers in 2010, said the turnaround has shown 
the power of belief. “I do believe in the power 
of manifestation and I do believe in momentum 
and I believe very strongly in the force of the 
mind. When you start to believe something 
strongly, some miraculous things can happen,” 
he told reporters after Sunday’s game. 

“I had faith, much like at 4-6 in 2016. 
Sometimes you’ve got to fool yourself a little 
bit into believing a little bit more. But I defi-
nitely had faith I was going to go down scrap-
ping,” added the quarterback. The Packers 
began their campaign with a 23-7 loss to the 
Vikings in week one, but showed how far they 
have come on Sunday when they crushed the 
rival team 41-17. 

Boosted by improved defense, the Packers’ 
surge has also been helped by some of their 
NFC competitors fading in the run-in. The 
Washington Commanders were in a strong 
position at 7-5 after week 12, but after a tie 
with the New York Giants they have lost their 
last three games and are out of the running. 
The Seattle Seahawks lost five out of six 
before their win against the New York Jets on 
Sunday and at 8-8, their playoff hopes are no 
longer in their hands. 

With all but one NFC spot taken, Seattle’s 
only route to the playoffs is if they beat the 
Los Angeles Rams and the Packers lose to the 
Lions. Should Seattle lose, then the evening 
game at Lambeau Field becomes a de facto 
playoff game for both teams. For Lions head 
coach Dan Campbell, who has won admirers 
for his upbeat approach in the fly-on-the-wall 
documentary series “Hard Knocks” and the 
no-nonsense way he has led the Lions, the 
Packers game is a “must win,” regardless of 
whether his team stays in the race. —AFP Aaron Rodgers

KARACHI: Pakistan’s Imam-ul-Haq plays a shot dur-
ing the second day of the second cricket Test match 
between Pakistan and New Zealand at the National 
Stadium on Jan 3, 2023.  —AFP


