
Marseille, Rennes 
win with eye on 
Champions League 

 
PARIS: Marseille and Rennes kept up their chase for 
Champions League football on Monday with both com-
ing through after hard-fought 2-1 wins over Montpellier 
and Nice respectively. Marseille won at Montpellier to 
notch up a fourth successive victory that keeps them 
third in Ligue 1 with Rennes two-points behind in fourth 
after a success at home against Nice. Second half goals 
from Nuno Tavares and Maxime Esteve’s own goal gave 
Marseille a 2-0 cushion but they had to hold firm in a 
fiery finish which saw on-loan Arsenal left-back Tavares 
sent off four minutes from time before Teji Savanier 
pulled one back from the penalty spot. 

The win, which follows a 6-1 thrashing of Toulouse 
last week, takes Marseille three points clear of fifth-
placed Monaco and leaves them four points behind sec-
ond-placed Lens who beat Paris Saint-Germain on 
Sunday. “We suffered a little, but it’s a good victory,” 
said Marseille coach Igor Tudor. “At the start, we lacked 
a bit of speed or something. The break allowed us to 

acquire a bit of freshness.” 
Goalless at half-time, the match sprang into life early 

in the second half when Tavares claimed his fifth goal of 
the season, following up quickly to bury the chance 
after Jonas Omlin had pushed away Jordan Veretout’s 
header. Just after the hour they were two up, central 
defender Esteve under pressure at the back post at a 
corner putting through his own goal. The exit of Tavares 
and Savanier’s penalty made for a torrid ending but 
Marseille clung on to take the points. 

 
Terrier injury worry 

Benjamin Bourigeaud’s 89th-minute winner gave 
Rennes the three points at home but the Brittany side 
lost star striker Martin Terrier to injury. Terrier had 
opened from close range after just five minutes but was 
stretchered off in agony after half an hour with a right 
knee injury. Coach Bruno Genesio admitted the progno-
sis was “so far not very reassuring” for the 25-year-old. 

Ross Barkley pulled a goal back after 20 minutes to 
set up a tense finale before Bourigeaud struck following 
good work from Flavien Tait to leave Nice goalkeeper 
Kasper Schmeichel on the wrong foot. Lille missed the 
opportunity to go sixth when they were held to a 1-1 
draw at home to Reims. Jonathan David put the home 
side ahead just after the half hour when he was first to 
pounce on a loose ball after Yehvann Diouf had parried 
away a shot by Jonathan Bamba. —AFP 
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LONDON: Jurgen Klopp said Liverpool were unable 
to cope with Brentford’s “chaos” theory in a shock 3-1 
defeat on Monday that damaged their bid for a top four 
finish in the Premier League. Klopp’s side endured a 
nightmare start to 2023 and they had only themselves 
to blame for the horror show in west London. Ibrahima 
Konate’s first half own goal set the tone for an evening 
scarred by mistakes at the back from Liverpool. 

Yoane Wissa doubled Brentford’s lead and although 
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain got one back, Bryan 
Mbeumo wrapped up Brentford’s first victory against 
Liverpool since 1938. In his first appearance since 
playing in France’s World Cup final defeat against 
Argentina in December, Konate took a large share of 
the blame for Liverpool’s woeful defensive perform-
ance. But the center-back was far from alone in 
deserving criticism for a Liverpool display that left 
them in sixth place, four points behind fourth placed 
Manchester United who play their game in hand 
against Bournemouth on Tuesday.  

Rocked by Liverpool’s first defeat in five league 
games, Reds boss Klopp conceded Brentford’s clever 
set-piece tactics were too much for his players to han-
dle. “Brentford create chaos with set-pieces. When I 
say they stretch the rules, they do, in offensive set-
pieces,” Klopp said. “Don’t get me wrong, it’s smart, but 
they do. If you could single out all the situations you 
would find five fouls but because it’s so chaotic no one 
sees it in the end.” 

Although seventh placed Brentford are on a six-
game unbeaten run in the league, including an impres-
sive win at champions Manchester City just before the 
World Cup, it was still surprising to see Liverpool torn 
apart so easily. “You know before the game how strong 
they are from corners. The game got decided by the 
second goal which was our fault,” Klopp said. “We are 

not awake, they cross the ball and score the second that 
decided the game. The third goal should not have been 
allowed but we should have played better.” 

Darwin Nunez, signed from Benfica for £64 million 
($77 million) last year, was another poster-boy for 
Liverpool’s struggles. The 23-year-old had 13 shots 
without scoring in his previous two league games and 
misfired again in the early stages. Mohamed Salah’s 
superb pass unhinged the Brentford defence and 
Nunez looked certain to end his barren run when he 
rounded David Raya. But Ben Mee scampered back 
to clear his shot off the line as Nunez held his head in 
disbelief. 

 
Fragile Liverpool 

Foreshadowing the damage to come, Thomas Frank’s 
team went in front from a corner in the 19th minute. 
Mee tried to flick on but it was Konate who got the 
final touch as the ball ricocheted off his knee and 
squirmed past the wrong-footed Alisson. Liverpool 
were fortunate to avoid more set-piece misery when 
Wissa struck from close-range after the Reds made a 
hash of clearing a corner, only for an offside call to 
deny Brentford. 

Moments later, Wissa was left unmarked to drill 
home from yet another dangerous corner before an off-
side flag against Mee once again spared Liverpool’s 
blushes. In disarray at the back, Liverpool were unable 
to deal with Brentford’s aerial threat and Wissa finally 
got on the scoresheet in the 42nd minute. Mathias 
Jensen’s cross picked out Wissa and the Congo forward 
got in front of Trent Alexander-Arnold for a header that 
just crossed the line before Alisson could claw it out. 

Klopp was fuming on the touchline as he raged at 
his shell-shocked players. The German responded by 
sending on Joel Matip, Andrew Robertson and Naby 

Keita at half-time, with Virgil van Dijk replaced after 
suffering a leg injury. Klopp’s changes briefly sparked 
Liverpool, who reduced the deficit in the 50th minute 
when Alexander-Arnold’s pin-point delivery was head-

ed home by Oxlade-Chamberlain. But Brentford’s 
knockout blow was a self-inflicted wound by Liverpool 
as Konate fell over while failing to deal with a long ball 
to Mbeumo, who ran clear to slot past Alisson.  —AFP

LONDON: Liverpool’s Egyptian striker Mohamed Salah vies with Brentford’s Danish defender Zanka during their English 
Premier League match at Gtech Community Stadium on Jan 2, 2023.  —AFP

Liverpool stunned by Brentford 
as Reds pay for defensive woes

Napoli charge 
towards history 
with Inter test 

 
MILAN: Napoli recommence their bid for a first Italian 
title in over three decades when they face rivals Inter 
Milan on Wednesday as Serie A gets back underway 
with one of the league’s most hotly-anticipated fixtures. 
Luciano Spalletti’s side have already won once this sea-
son at the San Siro, claiming the points in a tight contest 
with reigning champions AC Milan, over whom they 
defend an eight-point lead at the top of the division. 

Napoli are hoping to extend an 11-match winning 
streak and maintain their unbeaten record in Italy’s top 
flight after having dropped just four points in their 15 
matches. They also have the league’s best attack after 
scoring 37 times before the World Cup, nine of those 
coming from Victor Osimhen who tops the scoring charts 
and is one of a host of well-rested players who didn’t 
travel to Qatar. 

Another of those is wing wizard Khvicha 
Kvaratskhelia, the Georgian heir to icon Diego 
Maradona, ready to start after not featuring since 
Napoli’s Champions League defeat at Liverpool at the 
start of November which is their only defeat of the sea-
son so far. Champions in 2021 and challengers until the 
final day of last season, fifth-placed Inter will provide a 
stern test of Napoli’s Scudetto credentials after Milan 
open 2023’s fixtures at Salernitana. 

Simone Inzaghi’s side are 11 points off the pace in 
fifth but have won six of their last seven and will have 

star striker Romelu Lukaku back after injury troubles 
and humiliation at the World Cup. On Monday Inter 
revealed midfield lynchpin Marcelo Brozovic would be 
out with a calf injury. “Until the moment in which a team 
lifts the trophy anything is possible. That’s why we play 
football, you have to believe in the impossible,” said 
Lukaku in an interview with Sky at the weekend. 

Ready to take advantage of a Napoli slip-up are 
Juventus, who are at struggling Cremonese and 
embroiled in one of Italian football’s biggest scandals in 
years. Juve are set to name an entire new board later 
this month after the previous one collectively stepped 
down as prosecutors in Turin accuse the club of a vari-
ety of financial crimes. Those include lying to the stock 
market when announcing at the height of the Covid-19 
pandemic that players would help the club save 90 mil-
lion euros by giving up four month’s pay, instead 
allegedly making a private agreement for the team to 
forgo just one payment. 

However they are sitting third after recovering 
from a dismal start to the season with six straight 
league wins leading up to the World Cup break. Juve 
will be missing Dusan Vlahovic as coach Massimiliano 
Allegri deals with a series of injuries which still 
includes Paul Pogba, who missed the World Cup for 
finalists France and is yet to play a single game for 
the club since returning last summer.  

Made into a figure of fun after his display of poor fin-
ishing in Belgium’s World Cup group-stage elimination, 
Lukaku is now fit and ready to rebuild his reputation as 
one of Europe’s most feared strikers. The 29-year-old 
missed a hatful of chances in a goalless draw with 
Croatia which ended the Red Devils’ chances in Qatar 
but hadn’t even played a half of football since August 
before coming on as a second-half substitute. —AFP 

RENNES: Nice’s French defender Jean-Clair Todibo fights for the ball with Rennes’ Belgian forward Jeremy Doku during 
their French L1 match at Roazhon Park stadium on Jan 2, 2023.  —AFP

Burnley sink 
Swansea to boost 
promotion push 

 
LONDON: Burnley cemented their grip on first place 
in the Championship with a 2-1 win against Swansea 
on Monday. The Clarets side made it six successive 
league victories as they stepped up their chase for 
promotion back to the Premier League after last sea-
son’s relegation. Ian Maatsen fired Vincent Kompany’s 
side into a two-goal lead with a pair of fine goals in the 
space of 10 first-half minutes at the Liberty Stadium. 

Ollie Cooper got one back for Swansea in the 27th 
minute, but Burnley were able to hold for another three 
points. Burnley are five points clear at the top after 
second-placed Sheffield United needed a stoppage-
time goal from John Egan to salvage a 1-1 draw at 
QPR. The hosts led through a deflected strike from 
Ilias Chair in the 11th minute. 

Egan’s shot through a crowded area deflected home 
in the final seconds to spare the Blades from a damag-
ing defeat. Watford moved up to fourth place as 
Vakoun Bayo grabbed a late goal to defeat manager-
less Norwich 1-0 at Carrow Road. The Hornets recov-
ered from successive defeats as Bayo finished off a 
swift counter-attack with three minutes left. 

Middlesbrough are only a point behind Watford in 
fifth place after securing a sixth win in seven games, 
beating Birmingham 3-1 at St Andrew’s. Matt Crooks 
was unmarked to head in Jonny Howson’s cross in the 
57th minute and seconds later he netted again after a 
mistake from George Friend. Although Tahith Chong 
pulled one back, Crooks then played in Chuba Akpom 
to make sure of the points for Michael Carrick’s side. 

West Bromwich Albion moved to within one point 
of the play-off places as Daryl Dike’s 60th-minute goal 
earned a 1-0 win against Reading. Bottom of the table 
Wigan suffered a third 4-1 defeat in the space of seven 
days as Hull moved away from danger with an emphat-
ic victory at the DW Stadium. Ched Evans headed the 
stoppage-time winner as Preston snatched a 1-0 vic-
tory at Stoke.  —AFP


