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MPs slam assault of Kuwaiti students
Kuwait condemns beating by Egyptian security men • Lawmakers firm on debt relief 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: MPs on Sunday vented anger over the 
reported beating of several Kuwaiti students by 
Egyptian security guards, vowing they will raise the 
issue during the National Assembly session on 
Tuesday. The lawmakers were upset mainly at a 
statement issued by the Kuwaiti Embassy in Cairo, 
which blamed the students for quarreling and called 
on them to respect Egyptian laws. Some MPs 
demanded the removal of the ambassador. 

The Kuwaiti students were first involved in a fist-
fight among themselves at a commercial mall in 
Alexandria. They were separated by Egyptian secu-
rity, who beat them in public. The students were lat-
er interrogated by police and freed. The Kuwaiti 
foreign ministry later issued another statement in 
which it strongly criticized Egyptian security men 
for beating the students and called on authorities to 
investigate. The ministry also called the Egyptian 
ambassador in the country and called for a probe. 

The statement said Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign 
Minister Mansour Al-Otaibi communicated with 
Egyptian Ambassador to Kuwait Osama Shaltout, 
calling on Egyptian authorities to take official and 
legal action. The Kuwaiti official also called on 
Egyptian authorities to carry out investigations into 
the case, bring the perpetrators to accountability 
and take necessary measures to deter such unac-

ceptable individual behaviors that do not reflect fra-
ternal relations between Kuwait and Egypt. The 
Kuwaiti official told the Egyptian ambassador that 
the foreign ministry, in collaboration with the 
Kuwaiti Embassy in Cairo, would follow up the 
required action to be taken by Egyptian authorities.  

MP Hamad Al-Matar said he will file a motion at 
the start of the session demanding a debate on the 
incident, adding that the assault on Kuwaiti students 
should be condemned by the foreign ministry, which 
should demand the security men be penalized. He 
also called on the foreign ministry to summon the 
Egyptian ambassador. 

MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari said the foreign min-
istry must deal with the Kuwaiti envoy in Cairo 
because he condemned the students rather than 
assisting them. He said that the fighting among the 
students does not give anyone the right to beat 
them. MP Khaled Al-Otaibi criticized the attack and 
also blasted the Kuwaiti ambassador for blaming 
the students. 

Meanwhile, National Assembly Speaker Ahmad 
Al-Saadoun sent out the agenda of the regular ses-
sions for Tuesday and Wednesday, which are 
expected to debate crucial issues, including a draft 
law calling on the government to purchase over KD 
14 billion in bank loans owed by Kuwaiti citizens. 
MP Faisal Al-Kandari said the issue is very  
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Crown Prince receives outgoing GCC chief

KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives outgoing GCC 
Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf at Bayan Palace on Sunday. HH Sheikh Mishal praised Dr Hajraf’s 
great and sincere efforts during his tenure as he supported joint Gulf action, unity and solidarity, wish-
ing him good health and continued success. — KUNA 

US President Joe Biden boards Air Force One at Joint 
Base Andrews in Maryland on Jan 8, 2023. — AFP 

MEXICO CITY: US President Joe Biden will seek 
Mexico’s help tackling illegal flows of migrants and 
drugs, particularly deadly opioids, during a visit 
beginning Sunday for a North American leaders’ 
summit. Aiming to tame criticism over what he has 
called a “broken” immigration system, Biden will 
stop off in the southern US state of Texas for his 
first trip to a border overwhelmed by record num-
bers of migrants and asylum-seekers. 

Previewing his trip on Twitter, the president 
spoke late Saturday of the “need to expand legal 
pathways for orderly immigration,” adding: “We can 
do this all while limiting illegal immigration”. The 
issue seems certain to top the agenda when Biden 
meets Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador on Monday, a day before Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau joins them for the so-called 
“Three Amigos” summit. 

Another priority for Biden - who boarded Air 
Force One mid-morning Sunday bound for his first 
stop, the Texas border city of El Paso - is stepping 
up joint efforts to fight trafficking of fentanyl and  
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Migrants, drugs on 
agenda as Biden 
heads to Mexico

DOHA: Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, Qatar’s Energy Minister and CEO of QatarEnergy, 
and Bruce Chinn, CEO of Chevron Phillips Chemical, attend a signing ceremony 
at the QatarEnergy headquarters on Jan 8, 2023.  — AFP

SHANGHAI: A passenger receives a hug while leaving the arrival area of interna-
tional flights at Shanghai Pudong International Airport on Jan 8, 2023. — AFP 

DOHA: Qatar signed a $6 billion deal 
with Chevron Phillips Chemical on 
Sunday to build a plant including the 
biggest ethane cracker in the Middle 
East, converting natural gas into poly-
ethylene and other plastics. The Ras 
Laffan Petrochemicals Complex, 
which will produce 2.1 million tons of 
ethylene a year along with 1.7 million 
tons of polyethylene derivatives, will 
come on stream in 2026. 

The complex will have “lower 

waste and greenhouse gas emissions” 
than similar facilities around the 
world, said Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, 
Qatar’s energy minister and the CEO 
of QatarEnergy. QatarEnergy has a 
70 percent equity share in the joint 
venture with Texas-based Chevron 
Phillips taking the other 30 percent. 
“This marks QatarEnergy’s largest 
investment ever in Qatar’s petrochem-
icals sector and the first direct invest-
ment in 12 years,” Kaabi said at a 
signing ceremony in Doha. 

Ras Laffan will double Qatar’s eth-
ylene production capacity and 
increase its polymer output from 2.6 
million tons to more than four million 
tons a year. Overall, Qatar’s petro-
chemical production capacity will rise 
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BEIJING: China lifted quarantine 
requirements for inbound travelers on 
Sunday, ending almost three years of 
self-imposed isolation even as the coun-
try battles a surge in COVID cases. The 
first people to arrive expressed relief at 
not having to undergo the grueling quar-
antines that were a fixture of life in zero-
COVID China. 

And in Hong Kong, where the border 

with mainland China was re-opened after 
years of closure, more than 400,000 
people were set to travel north in the 
coming eight weeks. Chinese people 
rushed to plan trips abroad after officials 
last month announced that quarantine 
would be dropped, sending inquiries on 
popular travel websites soaring. But the 
expected surge in visitors has led more 
than a dozen countries to impose manda-
tory COVID tests on travelers from the 
world’s most populous nation as it battles 
its worst-ever outbreak.  China’s out-
break is forecast to worsen as it enters 
the Lunar New Year holiday this month, 
during which  millions are expected to 
travel from hard-hit megacities to the 
countryside to visit vulnerable older rel-
atives. — AFP (See Page 5) 

China ends 
quarantine 
for arrivals

DEHRADUN, India: Authorities in one of the holi-
est towns in the Indian Himalayas were evacuating 
panicked residents Sunday after hundreds of houses 
began developing yawning cracks and sinking, offi-
cials said. The cause of the apparent subsidence in 
Joshimath in the northern state of Uttarakhand was 

unclear, but residents blamed the building of roads 
and tunnels for a nearby hydroelectric project. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi called a high-lev-
el meeting for later Sunday to discuss the problem 
after the government formed an expert panel to car-
ry out a “rapid study” into the cause. Local official 
Himanshu Khurana told AFP that at least 60 families 
had been relocated into shelters and many more 
were likely to be shifted out from their sinking 
dwellings. Residents said a much larger number had 
already fled their homes and that around 600 hous-
es and hotels were sinking in the town of around 
20,000 people. 

Another official said on condition of anonymity 

that several areas in the town had been “demarcat-
ed unsafe” and entry restricted. “People are deeply 
worried. The fear is that the town is sinking,” he said 
as helicopters surveyed the area. Many locals have 
been forced to sleep out in the freezing cold and 
said they had been warning authorities for weeks 
and in some cases months about cracks in buildings 
and roads, some of which were oozing brown mud-
dy water. 

Around 1,800 m above sea level, Joshimath is a 
major gateway to a number of important religious 
sites in the Himalayas, attracting thousands of pil-
grims every year. 
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