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Govt boycotts Assembly session
Cabinet later holds extraordinary session to discuss options
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The government boycotted the National 
Assembly session on Wednesday, a day after ministers 
walked out of the Assembly chamber, saying it was not 
allowed to express its opinions regarding bills that 
have financial costs. Assembly Speaker Ahmad Al-
Saadoun said he was informed by the government that 
it will not attend Wednesday’s session and adjourned 
the Assembly until Jan 24. Instead, the Cabinet held an 
extraordinary meeting to discuss other alternatives, 
but did not reveal what they are. 

Only two ministers attended Tuesday’s regular 
Assembly session but left the chamber when MPs 

insisted to debate a number of legislations that have 
substantial financial costs, including a draft law calling 
for the purchase of billions of dinars of bank loans 
owed by half a million citizens. The ministers called on 
the Assembly to send the draft laws back to parliamen-
tary committees so it can provide its constitutional and 
financial opinions, but the Assembly rejected this and 
was about to start debating them when the ministers 
left. Under Kuwaiti law, the presence of at least one 
minister is essential to convene Assembly sessions. 

Following the Cabinet meeting on Wednesday, 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Barrak Al-Sheetan 
said in a statement the government’s walkout and boy-
cott of the Assembly sessions came “because it was 

not allowed to complete its constitutional and financial 
opinions” in those bills. He added the government 
asked reports of the draft laws be sent back to the 
committees “in order to reach solutions to achieve 
goals which the government included in its program”. 

“The government was not allowed to do that, which 
forced it to leave the session (on Tuesday) and boycott 
the session today (Wednesday). It held an extraordi-
nary meeting to discuss available options,” Sheetan 
said. Around 44 MPs issued a statement on Tuesday in 
which they strongly criticized the government, saying 
by doing so, it has become like old cabinets that con-
tributed to political crises. 

MP Khaled Al-Otaibi said on Wednesday that if the 

Cabinet stays on, lawmakers will continue with their 
demands, and if the Cabinet resigns, “it will be a good 
opportunity to form a rescue government” with strong 
ministers. He added the government should not have 
boycotted the Assembly and should have accepted 
negotiations as a means of resolving problems. Otaibi 
said if the government is keen to cooperate with the 
Assembly, “it should have attended the sessions and 
explained its opinions”. 

MP Adel Al-Damkhi also said that any dispute 
between the government and the Assembly should 
be resolved within the constitutional framework, 
adding the government should abandon the policies 
of old cabinets.

XBB.1.5 COVID 
variant detected 
in Kuwait: MoH
KUWAIT: The ministry of health announced 
Wednesday that genetic tests have detected the 
XBB.1.5 subvariant of the Omicron variant of 
COVID-19. In a statement, the ministry said 
indicators of the epidemiological situation in the 
country are witnessing stability, renewing calls 
for adherence to prevention guidelines, espe-
cially in light of preliminary information regard-
ing the ease of transmission of this variant, 
which was discovered according to genetic 
analyses in more than 30 countries around the 
world. The ministry also pointed out the emer-
gence of such variants is expected and does not 
cause concern, adding there is close follow-up 
of the epidemiological situation by the advisory 
team on coronavirus developments. — KUNA ARLINGTON, Virginia: A traveler looks at a flight information board at Ronald Reagan Washington National 

Airport on Jan 11, 2023. — AFP 

NEW YORK: US air authorities ordered an hours-
long grounding of flight departures nationwide 
Wednesday following an outage affecting a key 
system used by pilots before takeoff. Near 1400 
GMT, the Federal Aviation Administration said that 
normal operations were resuming gradually as air-
lines warned of lingering delays. “Normal air traffic 
operations are resuming gradually across the US,” 
the FAA said on Twitter near 1400 GMT. “The 
ground stop has been lifted. We continue to look 
into the cause of the initial problem.” 

The agency had identified a problem with the 
Notice to Air Missions system (NOTAM), which 
provides information to flight crews about hazards, 
changes to airport facilities and other essential 
information. The system is used by pilots before 
they take off, meaning that there was no risk to  
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Grounded US 
flights resume 
after outage
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PARIS: The world’s oceans, which 
have absorbed most of the excess 
heat caused by humanity’s carbon 
pollution, continued to see record-
breaking temperatures last year, 
according to research published 
Wednesday. Climate change has 
increased surface temperatures 
across the planet, leading to atmos-
pheric instability and amplifying 
extreme weather events such as 
storms. Oceans absorb about 90 per-
cent of the excess heat from green-
house gas emissions, shielding land 
surfaces but generating huge, long-

lasting marine heatwaves that are 
already having devastating effects on 
underwater life. 

The study, by researchers in China, 
the US, Italy and New Zealand, said 
that 2022 was “the hottest year ever 
recorded in the world’s oceans”. Heat 
content in the oceans exceeded the 
previous year’s levels by around 10 
Zetta joules - equivalent to 100 times 
the electricity generation worldwide 
in 2021, according to the authors. 

“The oceans are absorbing most of 
the heating from human carbon emis-
sions,” said co-author Michael Mann, 
a professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania. “Until we reach net zero 
emissions, that heating will continue, 
and we’ll continue to break ocean 
heat content records, as we did this 
year,” he said. “Better awareness and 
understanding of the oceans are a  
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CAIRO: The Egyptian pound traded Wednesday at 
half its value from March after the central bank 
intervened for a third time as part of an International 
Monetary Fund loan agreement. The devaluation, 
representing a drop of around 50 percent against 
the dollar over the 10-month period, comes as the 
price of imported food and other goods soars in the 
Arab world’s most populous country. 

The currency plunged to 31.95 pounds to the 
dollar in state banks on Wednesday, before settling 
at 29.7 in the afternoon, according to the central 
bank. It had been trading Wednesday at around 35 
pounds to the dollar on the parallel market. In 
Kuwait, one dinar bought more than 100 pounds as 
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Alarm as ocean 
temperatures 
hit new record

TOKYO: This handout photo shows an Aedes aegypti 
mosquito at the National Institute of Infectious 
Diseases laboratory. — AFP 

TOKYO: Mosquitoes that transmit dengue and 
other viruses have evolved growing resistance to 
insecticides in parts of Asia, and novel ways to con-
trol them are desperately needed, new research 
warns. Health authorities commonly fog mosquito-
infested areas with clouds of insecticide, and resist-
ance has long been a concern, but the scale of the 
problem was not well understood. 

Japanese scientist Shinji Kasai and his team 
examined mosquitos from several countries in Asia 

as well as Ghana and found a series of mutations 
had made some virtually impervious to popular 
pyrethroid-based chemicals like permethrin. “In 
Cambodia, more than 90 percent of Aedes aegypti 
mosquitoes have the combination of mutations that 
results in an extremely high level of resistance,” 
Kasai told AFP. 

He found some mosquito strains had 1,000-fold 
resistance, compared to the 100-fold seen previ-
ously. That meant insecticide levels that would nor-
mally kill almost 100 percent of mosquitoes in a 
sample killed only around seven percent of the 
insects. Even a dose 10 times stronger killed just 30 
percent of the super-resistant mosquitoes. 

“The resistance level that we found in mosquitos 
in Cambodia and Vietnam is totally different,” said  
Kasai, director of the Department of Medical 
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Super-resistant 
mosquitoes pose 
growing threat


